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A perusal of these pages will show our 
readers t h a t we are endeavouring to work 
true to our slogan. We want them to join 
us in the enterprise by a SPECIAL GIFT. 
They can do i t : 

(1) By prompt payment of thei r sub
scription (if due) to this paper. 
One shilling and sixpence per an
num. Send stamps or postal notes 
to Head Office, Diocesan Church 
House, George Street, Sydney. 

(2) By including a donation oiVONE 
S H I L L I N G or MOBB as a fettle 
sacrifice on behalf of the ^ 4 ^ E for 
which we stand. 

(3) B^: becoming a member of the 
Society. Subscription, 12/- per an
num. TO ALL OUR M E M B E R S 
W E W I L L SEND " T H E R E A L 
A U S T R A L I A N " F R E E OF-
CHARGE. 
Join up now, and thus help to 

P U T T H E CHURCH 
ON T H E MAP. 

THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY 
FOR AUSTRALIA AND TASMANIA. 

Headquarters Office: Diocesan Church 
House, George-street, Sydney, N.S.W. 

President: The Right Reverend John Douse 
Langley, D.D. 

Hon. Treasurer : T. Holt, Esq. 
Hon. Clerical Secretary: Rev. Canon W. 
, L. Langley. 
Organising Secretary: Rev. S. J . Ki rkby, 

B.A. 
Victorian Auxil iary: Hon. Secretary, Rev. 

A. P . Chase, B.A.; Hon. Treasurer, T. 
Woodward, Esq. 

South Austral ian Auxi l iary: Hon. Secre
tary: Rev. W. H. I rwin, M.A. 

EDITORIAL. 

In this issue it has been necessary to 
publish the Annual Report of the Society. 
Space thus taken up has prevented us in
serting a couple of articles dealing with 
life and ministry in the F a r West. 

Our il lustrations this issue will be found 
interest ing. Many of our readers are not 
dwellers in Sydney, thus they will be in
terested in the block of St. Andrew 's 
Cathedral, in the shadow of which the 
Society finds i ts home. The second illus
t ra t ion shows the Rev. and Mrs. J. P . 
Owen, with baby, of E y r e ' s Peninsula, 
S.A., seated in the " s u l k y " outfit provided 
by the Society. 

TO P A R I S H R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S . 

Holders of Bark Huts are reminded tha t 
the time for the periodical box-opening has 
come round again. April, August, Decem
ber are the months. We shall be glad if 
all parish representat ives will see tha t 
boxes are duly opened, contents noted, and 
sent to the office. 

Individual Box-holders can help by open
ing their own boxes and forwarding 
amounts. We shall be glad to supply new 
label. Please do not fail. 

THE ORGANISING SECRETARY'S 
LETTER. 

My dear Friends, 
This is the first occasion tha t I have 

ventured to approach Eeal Australian read
ers by medium of a letter. But the circum
stances of my departure for England on 
September 6, and consequent temporary 
wi thdrawal from B.C.A. work, demand 
some reference. The Council of the B.C.A. 
unanimously agreed tha t the invi tat ion, 
covering the projected visit, extended by 
the Colonial and Continental Church So
ciety of England, should be accepted. I t 
was from this English society, which has 
for some eighty years or more done much 
to develope Church-life in Australia, tha t 
the B.C.A. had taken its beginning, and 
thus a filial sense of duty moved us in 
coming to the decision. Moreover, this 
year is the centenary year of the English 
Society, and an organised effort is being 
made to br ing home to the whole Church 
in England the Imperial character of the 
work for which the C.C.C.S. (as it is briefly 
called) stands, as well as to stir it up to 
bigger effort, to more earnest prayer, and 
to richer giving. Knowledge of conditions 
of churchwork in the outposts of the Em
pire is required, and thus, as a humble re
presentat ive of Australia, does one go 
forth. I t is no light undertaking, no holi
day jaunt t ha t comes before me. There 
is promise of strenuous deputation work 
for the whole winter, but we all feel it 
worth while, for the work ' s sake and for 
the Gospel's. Also are we confident tha t 
the call of Australia, the call to ministerial 
service, will not fall unheeded on the ears 
of young Englishmen, and tha t they will 
be glad to be associated with their Aus

tral ian brothers in the big B.C.A. work 
now so wonderfully developing. To this 
one looks forward, and for it one asks your 
prayers. 

I t is a mat te r of deep satisfaction to us 
all to know tha t the work here will be in 
the eminently capable hands of the Rev. 
S. H. Denman, Rector of St. Bede 's, Drum-
moyne, who will act as Organising Secre
tary . Mr. Denman is not a s t ranger to 
our work. He became acquainted with the 
Fa r West last vear, when he acted as Mis-
sioner for the B.C.A. In the parish the 
Society 's interests have always been 
generously supported. Moreover, his or
ganising and deputat ion experience as a 
former Secretary of the C.M.S. will serve 
him splendidly as he visits the various 
parishes, and works out some of the real 
problems which our work always presents. 
For him, therefore, I beg your unfai l ing 
loyalty and unflagging support. I t will be 
a cause of great rejoicing to find tha t 
under his direction the B.C.A. grows 
stronger than ever. 

To all of you I take this opportunity of 
expressing my thanks . In so many ways, 
by prayer, by effort, by gifts, by hospi
ta l i ty , have you mighti ly helped us who are 
engaged in this enterprise of God. Your 
words have always been of good cheer, 
and the Organising Secretary, for one, has 
been encouraged. May I ask for the con
t inuance of your prayers unto the Fa the r 
as I go forth on this new mission, and 
especially for my family left behind in 
Eastwood, Sydney? 

Thus do I commend all our work to you, 
assured by experience of the past tha t you 
will not hold back of your devotion or 
gifts tha t which is necessary for i ts main
tenance. Remember tha t the B.C.A. has 
no endowments, no capital sums at i ts com
mand, no diocesan levies for i ts support. 
We just depend upon our friends, for they 
have never failed us. 

Yours sincerely, 
S. J . K I R K B Y , 

Organising Secretary. 

T H E A N N U A L RALLY. 

In the Beal Australian we usually do not 
give much space to events tha t are past . 
The present and the future are more press
ing in this concern. But exception must 
be made in respect of the Annual Rally of 
the Bush Church Aid Society, held in St . 
Andrew 's Chapter House, Sydney, on Mon
day, Ju ly 30. I t was most inspirational. 
Heavy rains were falling, and with the 
cold were sufficient to have warranted a 
postponement. But the B.C.A. was born on 
a similarly wet night (May 26, 1919, to be 
definite), and apparent ly i t thrives in the 
rain. Certainly its supporters are not 
afraid of torrent ia l showers, for they came-

T P l W î I A A. I * 
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to the Bally in surprising numbers. The 
Chapter House, with well-tilled seats, pre
sented a most cheering sight to the Chair
man (Eev. Canon Langley) , who, after the 
opening hymn and prayers, stirred the 
audience with a br ight challenging ad
dress. Sister Winifred Shoobridge, pioneer 
Bush Deaconess of Gippsland (Victoria) 
was among the speakers, and from her re
markable experiences drew telling illustra
tions of the need of women's work and 
ministry in the lonely areas out back. She 
also referred to the fine work being carried 
on by Sister Dorothy, the Church Nurse, 
who is stationed in East Gippsland, and 
supported by the B.C.A. 

" A l l those ffood t h i n g s ! " I t ' s not the 
picture shows or the shops tha t till the 
bush women with longing, though some
times, when weary with the incessant milk
ing, breadmaking, or salt ing of meat when
ever a beast is killed, they may th ink 
wistfully of the easier t imes the town-folk 
have. 

No, their hearts ache most when baby is 
siek, and there I s no one to tell them 
what simple remedy will benefit, and it 
really seems too t r iv ia l an ailment to make 
the husband neglect his work to take them 
all tha t long way to the doctor. 

The same, too, when there has been an 
accident. The delay in get t ing the bush 

St. Andrew ' s Cathedral, Sydney. 

The Organising Secretary presented a 
resume of the Annual Report (which ap
pears on another p a g e ) ; also furnished the 
meeting with the figures of s ta tement of 
receipts and expenditure. I t was encourag
ing to find not only tha t the year 1922 ended 
-with a credit balance, but also tha t the 
revenue for the past six months of 1923 
showed a fine proportionate increase. 

The closing feature of the Rally was the 
screening of moving pictures, enti t led 
** Unknown Aus t ra l i a , ' ' dealing with the 
country where the B.C.A. works. A selec
t ion of slides also helped to make clear the 
wonders and possibilities of definite Chris
t i an witness in the outposts of our own 
land. 

The meeting ended with the Benediction, 
pronounced by the Venerable Archdeacon 
Davies. Notice must be made of the fine 
representat ion of clergy a t the Rally. 
Their presence in such numbers wTas a 
great encouragement, and a proof of their 
wholehearted support of the Society. 

We thank God for the Rally of 1923, and 
go forward to greater things in the future. 

A CRY FROM THE BUSH. 

" A l l those good things are for the 
women in the towns, and not for us hill 
p e o p l e , " regretfully said a lonely mother 
when told of the Heal ing Mission. 

nurse, even; the rough roads, and tha t 
terrible journey to the nearest l i t t le hospi
ta l ! What lives, might have been saved it-
only 

Then, again, a tug comes at the hear t as 
mother realises how the days are slipping 
by, and the little ones are growing up with
out tha t steady religious t ra ining she her
self had in the dear old Homeland. The 
vis i t ing ' clergyman can only give a very 
occasional week-night service. There is 
none to ga ther the children for Sunday 
School even if they could go the distances. 
So they are get t ing nothing but what 
mother can give in the midst of her busy 
bush life, and perhaps she has not yet 
heard of the Mail Bag Sunday School les
sons. 

How helpless she feels at times in the 
training of those little characters, and how 
she longs for someone to come and chat 
with her, as tha t District Visitor used with 
mother. How those mothers ' meetings 
were appreciated, with their helpful talks 
on various problems of homelife! If only 
there was something to help her 

Then, too, the br ight services and the 
kindly interest the v ica r ' s wife used to 
take in mother and all her children. The 
Church was so close and handy at home, 
but here—well, the wray-back people hardly 
know what a Church is like. The school
room or the public hall forms the chief 

place for public worship, and they are used 
for all kinds of meetings. How can the 
children learn reverence for God when they 
come to the very rare service, and their 
eyes wander, and their thoughts are dis
t racted by the sight of last F r i day ' s arith
metic still on the blackboard, or by the 
map teacher was telling them about, or by 
the faded decorations and d i r ty floor from 
last n igh t ' s dance? 

As mother 's thoughts ponder all these 
drawbacks to the bush life, she forgets for 
a time the many blessings, and only longs 
for her children to have a share in these 
1' good t h i n g s ' ' of the town life. 

But how can Australia progress if all the 
population gathers round the towns? 

Are there not ways in which women can 
minister to these lonely mothers, and help 
them overcome the bush difficulties, and 
keep their children away from the con
taminations of city life? 

When our men were fighting to keep the 
foe away from our shores, there were 
women ready enough to help in various 
ways. 

Now men are fighting great odds for the 
development of the country thus saved, 
and unless the brave wives are supported 
and encouraged in thei r endeavour to keep 
the homes going " w a y b a c k " many a 
fighter must re t rea t for the sake of his 
wife ' s life for his chi ldren 's benefit. 

Who will volunteer their aid? 
Tlfe Bush Nurses have led the way, but 

many more of them are wanted; also t rav
elling baby clinic nurses, with their help
ful talks to young mothers; teachers cap
able of giving religious instruction in the 
several schools of a distr ict ; women to hold 
mothers ' meetings in the scat tered par ts , 
as well as in the parish centres; and, above 
all, -j^Q.ssionary-hearted, women to visi t 
home '^Lo t home, teaching the Love of the 
Lord Jesus. He has bestowed upon us var
ious ta lents tha t our service might be all 
the richer in i ts var iety. Let us not for
get tha t one day He will require us to give 
an account of our use of those ta lents . 
Have you dedicated yours to His service? 

W; M. SHOOBRIDGE, 
Deaconess. 

A WORD IN CONFIDENCE. 

Please note whether a subscription form 
has been enclosed in your paper. If so, i t 
signifies t ha t your subscription is due. 
Please, do not let it stand. Prompt pay
ment helps us in our w^ork. Send eighteen-
pence in stamps or postal note to our Head
quarters address: Church House, George 
Street, Sydney. 

We never like to remove names from our 
subscribers ' lists. We prefer to hope all 
things, even of the most dilatory of our 
friends j. bu t there is a limit beyond which 
prudence does not let us go, and when a 
Beal Australian subscription is more than 
twelve months due, we feel tha t the limit 
is nearly reached. .' Our readers will re
member tha t each issue means a big post
age charge. If anyone wishes their sub
scription to cease, we shall be grateful for 
the courtesy of notification. But the th ing 
tha t will cheer us most will be an enclosure 
in payment of their dues. 

Our office should be notified concerning 
change of address. Complaints of non-de
livery of the paper are often traceable to 
tha t cause. Help us, and help the postman 
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to see t h a t you get the Meal Australian 
promptly and regularly. 

tubscribers are reminded tha t we can-
post receipts for Real Australian sub

scriptions unless other communication is 
being made to them. We make acknow
ledgment in these pages each quarter . To 
the following we express thanks for 
amounts received:—A. Smith, Miss Sheck-
leton, W. F . Millyard, W. Brewer, B. 
Friend, Mrs. A. Smyth, Miss Dutton, Miss 
Toogood, Mr. Davies, Miss E. Keefe, Miss 
M. Kent, A. Westley, Mrs. Noakes, Mrs. E. 
Marchbank, Mrs. Hatchel l Brown, P . A. 
Quayle, Mrs. A. Carter, S. A. Wright , W. 
Montague, Miss D. Laurence, R. G. War
ren, J . E. Hellawell, Harold P . White, A. E. 
Staniforth, J. Jackson, R. Johnston, J . 
Nichol, C. J. Cocks, Mrs. Hilton, L. Knight , 
G. Laidlaw, Miss Laffin, Miss Toye, Mrs. 
Dolman, Miss A. B. Catley, Miss Short, J . 
K. Gregusson, Miss M. Hislop, Mr. E. E. 
Ward, W. D. Morris, Mrs. Talbot-Willough-
by, Miss F . Hooke, Miss G. Long, M. Hor
ner, Mrs. A. Brown, Mrs. Mason, Mrs. 
Hearne, Mrs. Purcell, Miss Carmichael, 
Miss M. Gibson, A. F . Simmons, Ryde par
ish (per Mrs. J . C. Rickard) , Mrs. A. G. 
Hain , A. L. Prendergast , Mrs. G. S. Dare, 
Mrs. J . B. Davies, Mrs. M. Phill ips, Muriel 
Ross, Mrs. E. Cogle, Miss M. Griffiths, Mrs. 
Cornwell, A. S. Harrison, Miss Hanson, 
Miss Mitchell, Miss McClements, Miss 
Bower, C. Wit tenbach, Miss Hughes, Miss 
I. Winn, Miss E. Herbert , S. C. Hooper, W. 
Hasemere, Miss Hasemere, E. Dearing, 
Mrs. Madgwick, L. E. Roberts, Miss Hyde, 
W. Watchom, Miss Stephenson, Mr. Dick
son, Very Rev. Dean Percival , Mrs. Davies, 
Miss Kendall , H. Manly, Miss T. Boddy, A. 
Truman, Mrs. H. Dent, Miss Bruce, 1ST. Gor-
nall, Mrs. Clark (Rose Bay ) , Mrs. Clarke 
(Mulgoa , Dr. U. Fielding, Mrs. Bprlton, 
Mrs. T. Stapleton, Nurse E. Rowe, B.'-V^ir-
cuitt,, Mrs. McNain, Miss Marshall . y ^3n 
F . Wray, A. B. Chippendale, N . Benham, 
Miss L, Ward, Miss G. Hampel, Miss Gib
bon, Miss Pease, Miss T. Thorne, Miss H. 
Merry, C. Sewell, Mrs. S. H. Kingston, 
Miss Dickson, A. Wallis, A. Harley, E. 
Phillips, Mrs. B. Hand, John Upton, Holy 
Trinity, Erskineville, Mr. Wilkinson, Miss 
Friezer, Mr. E. Munro, R. Buckland, Miss 
A. Egan, Mrs. G M. Ross, A. F . Osborn, 
Sister Har tne t t , Mr. J . H. Mullens, S. 
Moat, H. Harper, R. C. Pot ter , Mrs. Pa in , 
I v y Wright , St. Clement 's , Marrickville, 
Miss Gurney, St. Luke ' s , Mosman, St. Au
gust ine ' s , Neutra l Bay, Miss Steinbeck, W. 
Roach, A. Poll, Mrs. J . Hill, Mrs. Murphy, 
St. M a r k ' s , Picton, St. Andrew ' s 
Summer Hill, Bessie Davies, Miss 
G. Smith, Mrs. Young, Mrs. Plow
man, Mr. Backtold, W. J . Kenny, Geo. Wil
liamson, Annual Rally (9 subs.) , Miss W. 
Dawson, Nurse Eade, All Sa in t s ' , Wooll-
•ihra, Mrs. Skinner, Miss Ilsey, Miss Bice, 
Mr. Richards, Miss Milte, Mrs. A. M. 
Holme, Nurse Froomes, J . G. Dubb, Mr. E . 
Cogle, Miss D. Latimer, All Sa in t s ' , Leieh-
hardt, Miss M. Sharpe, Mrs. A. Dunstan, 
Mrs. Springall, Miss A. Box, Miss Swadell 
(4 subs.), St. Andrew's , Wahroonga, H. F . 
Chapman, Mrs. E. K. Burns, J . Tomlinson, 
\£iss Fel l ingham. 

quarters Office. If you want the Bush 
Church Aid Society, r ing M-3164. 

POSTS AND RAILS. 

f r iends will note tha t after pat ient wait
ings for three years we are now connected 
with the telephone system a t our Head-

* 

We specially commend to all our readers 
the Booklet for Family Daily Prayer , en
t i t led ' ' O u r Family P r a y e r , " by Rev. Dr. 
Archibald Law, of St. John ' s , Toorak, Vic
toria. I t supplies a need, and is a help to 
domestic piety and devotion. The price is 
only cne shilling, and copies may be pro
cured at the Church Bookstalls, or from the 
office of the B.C.A. The Society is grate
ful to Dr. Law, who is kindly donating the 
profits to our work. 

* 

Pleasant surprises are always coming to 
our office. They lighten our work and 
mightily cheer us. The following let ter ac-, 
companied a substant ia l enclosure received 
during the month of Ju ly :— 

Eas t Ryde. 
Dear Sir, 

The members of the East Ryde 
Gir l s ' Club wish you to accept the en
closed small dontaion raised by mak
ing and selling handkerchiefs at our 
club, with the hope tha t i t may help 
you just a l i t t le in your work with the 
Bush Church Aid Society. 

S. SIMPSON, President . 
We are encouraged to believe this fine 

example will be as a challenge to other 
organisations to go and do likewise. Any
how, for the presents, thanks , and thanks 
again, to the Gir ls ' Club of Eas t Ryde 
Church. 

* * 

Tiny folk have their own original way 
of expressing their interest in the B.C.A., 
and of securing support. One boy a t La-
kemba regularly helps by scouring the 
neighbourhood for bottles, and by placing 
the proceeds of sales in the Sunday School 
" B a r k H u t . " Another boy in Bendigo 
(Vic.) makes and t rades in small pictures 
for the benefit of the Society. 

* 

Acknowledgment of anonymous gifts 
must be made again this quarter . At Sum
mer Hill (Sydney) £1 note was received 
from " I n t e r e s t e d O n e " ; also came to our 
office a let ter bearing a Beecroft postmark, 
and enclosing a post office stamp booklet 
holding stamps to amount of 3 / - . Prob
ably a Eeal Australian subscriber sent i t in 
but no name was given. 

* • * * 

What is the Bush Church Aid Society? 
That is a query very often raised a t var
ious Church gathering. By way of reply 
the Society, through the generosity of a 
friend, has prepared a finely pr inted and 
well i l lustrated booklet enti t led " A n 
Answer to a Ques t ion . " Already i t has 
gone into wide circulation, and has done 
much to create interest in our work. Please 
call at , or send to, our Headquar ters office 
for a copy. 

* * * 

At Ringwood (Victoria) a United Mis
sionary Exhibi t ion will be held, commen
cing August 19th. We have accepted the 
kind invi tat ion of the promoters, and have 
arranged for representat ion of the B.CA. 
The Rev. F . W. Harvey has consented to 
act for us, and we are confident t ha t the 
interests of mission work in the F a r West 
will be splendidly maintained. 

* * * 

We are grateful to Mrs. E. Moore, and 
to Miss Davies for parcels received, also 

to Mr. F . Charles, Mosman, and an anony
mous donor for books for prizes for Wil-
cannia Hostel. 

* * * 

With the approval of the Lord Bishop 
of Bendigo, the Rev. F . W. Harvey (Rec
tor of Kyabram) , has been appointed Dio
cesan Secretary of the Bush Church Aid 
Society. We are grateful to Mr. Harvey 
for accepting this post, and thus further
ing the interests of the work. 

* * * 

Some few months ago we set out to in
crease the output of our " B a r k H u t " mis
sionary boxes. ONE THOUSAND is the 
figure we aim at this year. Our numbers 
are steadily growing, and we are hopeful 
and confident. Have you a " B a r k H u t ? " 
In a way surprising both to us and to your
self, you can help us by tak ing a box. I t 
is marvellous how the small self-denials 
amount to substantial sums every four 
months. Send to our office, and we shall 
be glad to post you a Bark Hut. 

*• * 

How Men Do It .—Recently at All Souls ' , 
Leiciiiiardt (Sydney) and a t the monthly 
n u n s service, the urgent need of women's 
work in the F a r West came in for refer
ence. At the close of the meeting one 
gentleman volunteered to give 10/- a week 
for a year for a Bush Deaconess. The ex
ample proved infectious. On the following 
nignt at a " T r a v e l T a l k " in the same par
ish another gentleman made a similar offer. 
The Society jer going ahead in the mat ter 
without delay. But i sn ' t i t good to find 
men keen on such an enterprise? Now, 
what will the ladies do to cap the men ' s 
effort? 

* 

Though it is still a long way to Christ
mas, we would remind our helpers that , as 
usual, we shall be sending boxes of Christ
mas gifts to the Fa r West in due season. 

* * 

Since last issue the Organising Secre
t a ry spent a useful time in deputation cam
paign in Victoria. Friends in tha t Sta te 
are most generous in their sympathy and 
help. Space does not permit a detailed ac
count of meetings in the various parishes, 
but to the Vicars and Church-people of 
the following we give sincere t hanks :— 
All Sa in t s ' , Kooyong; St. John ' s , Toorak; 
St. Stephen's , Richmond; St. John ' s , Heid
elberg, with St. Andrew's , Rosanna; Holy 
Trinity, Trentham; Holy Trini ty, Coburg; 
St. Pau l ' s , Ascot Vale; St. J u d e ' s , Carl
ton; Tallarook and Pyalong; St. Hi la ry ' s , 
E. Kew; St. Phi l ip ' s , Collingwood; St. 
Pau l ' s , Canterbury; St. J ames ' , Moonee 
Ponds; St. Michael 's , N. Carlton. 

Also do we remember with grat i tude the 
following engagements arranged which 
substantial ly helped the Society:—Trinity 
Chapel service (Melbourne Univers i ty) , 
Melbourne Hospital (Lecture to Nurses) , 
Austin Hospital (Lecture to Nurses) , 
Drawing-room meeting (Heidelberg), ad
dress to ' l Crusaders , ' ' Coburg, addresses 
at various schools. To mention individual 
donors would be invidious, but our ap
preciations are none the less real and sin
cere. 

* * * 

Ryde (N.S.W.) has just celebrated the 
125th anniversary of the first service in 
the parish. I t is quite an historic event, 
and the Church does well to observe i t . 
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A happy fea ture of the celebration is the 
gather ing of all the Sunday School child
ren around the grave of the first preacher, 
who lies buried in the Church-yard. The 
story of his early witness is told, and the 
challenge of his fai th set before the l i t t le 
people. I t is good to find tha t the real 
connection between the pioneering work 
of tha t first preacher and the similar 
enterprise of the B.C.A. is recognised. The 
Rector, wi th his Sunday School staff, ar
range t h a t the offering a t the service be 
devoted to the Society 's funds. We give 
them thanks. 

FLAGS AND FLAT-IRONS. 

People will wonder wha t can be the pos
sible connection between the above, bu t 
we just want to s ta te tha t i t was a mat te r 
of pure coincidence, and not of any allit
erat ive design, t ha t the list of our needs 
published in last issue began with flat-irons 
and ended with flags. And we wan t to go 
on and s ta te tha t both have been sup
plied. Generous friends saw to tha t . Many 
of the articles noted on the list have al
ready been received, especially those in
tended for the Wilcannia Hostel The fine 
Union J a c k was a gift of Mr. Harr is , of 
the Men ' s Hostel a t St. S tephen 's , Rich
mond (Vic tor ia ) ; irons came from two 
friends a t Bowral, also from one a t Heid
elberg (Victoria) . I ronmongery was sent 
in by Mr. W. B. Oxenbould, of Sydney; a 
useful barometer and thermometer arr ived 
from Bendigo; Motor tyre chains were 
given by Mr. F . J . Oxenbould, of Chats-
wood. 

Altogether, the experience has been most 
gratifying, indicat ing the sympathetic gen
erosity of Real Australian readers. We 
must not forget the kindness of Mr. Ar thu r 
Yates, seed merchant, of Sussex Street, 
who sent to Wilcannia two cwt. of seed 
potatoes for the Hostel garden. 

Thus we are encouraged once again to 
take our people into our confidence by 
s ta t ing some needs. The following may 
suggest possibilities to f r iends:— 

Motor cycle tyre—for Cobar Mission. 
Has any one a tyre suitable for a side-car? 
We d o n ' t mind whether i t is new or sec
ond hand. 

Picture blocks for Kindergarten use. 
Blocks which children have discarded will 
do. We want to paste new Bible pictures 
on them and make them serve in the Sun
day School. 

Hymn Books—A. & M. Hymn Books are 
in use in the West Darling. We w a n t 
some with words only, also a few wi th 
music. 

For Wilcannia Hostel: 
One dozen yards cretonne (subdued 

tones) . 
Casement curtains (cream, about 2 doz. 

ya rds ) . 
Cushion covers (21 inches by 21 inches) . 

B.C.A. HOSTEL I N WILCANNIA. 

The Wilcannia Hostel has been very 
much to the fore since last issue. I t s pros
pects are increasingly br ight , and the 
promise of addi t ional children create a 
problem. More accommodation is needed. 
For tunate ly , when the B.C.A. purchased 
the property, i t secured not only an ex
tensive area of ground, but also a neigh

bouring cottage capable of being re-con
ditioned. The latter is now to be turned 
to good account, and we propose to make 
ready for the future by a complete recon
struction and renovation of this building. 
I t is just here tha t we have to thank the 
Church of England Homes and Hostels 
Committee of Sydney for their generous 
donation of £100—a splendid response to 
a le t ter from Mr. Daniels. We can now 
go r ight ahead, and within a few weeks 
the work will be completed. Thus will the 
Church have stronger foothold in the West 
and steadily recover t h a t position r ight ly 
hers in the care and t ra in ing of children. 

Readers will forgive us for re i tera t ing 
the fact tha t the Hostel is not an orphan
age, neither is it a pr ivate school, nor a 
home for children a t tending some High 
School course in Wilcannia. We establish
ed the Hostel to provide accommodation 
for children coming down from dis tant 
homes (sometimes hundreds of miles away) 
to a t tend the local public school. The R . C 
convent is the only other place available. 
Hence the necessity of our Hostel. Of 
course a charge for accommodation is 
made. This is gladly paid by parents , who 
are anxious tha t the education of their 
children be not neglected. 

Now why should not interested people 
in the cities t ake a special par t in this 
really constructive work? An idea has 
been placed before us—that of providing 
some Annual Scholarships or Bursaries. 
Even a couple of these worth, say, £10 
p.a. would be of immense value, and make 
the Hostel more a t t rac t ive than ever. 
These bursaries would grea t ly encourage 
parents to make special effort and send 
children to our care. The suggestion is 
most practical , and if worked out would 
serve the interests of the Hostel as well 
as those of people out West . We com
mend i t to our readers. Perhaps the schol
ars in one of our big Church schools would 
like to t ake i t up and provide one such bur
sary. They would thus be linked on to a 
piece of real work, and their interests 
would be of most definite personal char
acter. We should like to hear from any of 
our readers to whom this idea has appeal. 

i ( 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY. 

In the Melbourne Argus, May 28th, the 
following paragraph appeared:— 

fi A story of hardship and endurance, 
borne to save a woman ' s life, has reached 
here from Croajingolong. A call for help 
came from a cottage in the forest occupied 
by a woman whose life depended on speedy 
medical a t tent ion. I t was found necessary 
to take the woman to Bellbird, to which 
place a doctor had been summoned from 
Orbost, and to reach the Pr ince ' s High
way at Bellbird a sixteen mile bush t rack 
had to be traversed. 

' ' With the pat ient on a stretcher, 
Messrs. A. Morgan, D. Morgan, R. Morgan, 
G. Lavelle, P . Boyd, F . Duffy, T. Jones, and 
W. Wills made the journey through dense 
forest, Mr. Willis act ing as guide. A fierce 
storm, accompanied by heavy rain, raged 
from two o'clock in the afternoon, when 
the pa r ty set out, unt i l the main road was 
reached at a quarter to ten o'clock a t 
night. The doctor met the pa r ty here, and 
the woman was conveyed b y car to Bell
bird. 

A feat of the task was the acti< , pi 
Sister Dorothy, a bush nurse, who, pin, u 
summoned, rode on horseback from Cants 
River to Bemm River, where the patient 
was, a distance of more than forty miles 
in about five hours. She then walked with 
the par ty , giving her aid on the way. 

' ' The members of the pa r ty were ex 
hausted after their t ry ing ordeal in the 
wildest weather conditions, and were all 
drenched with heavy rains. Their effort, 
however, was the means of saving the 
woman's l i f e . ' ' 

Our readers will be interested in this, 
since they will remember tha t Sister Dor
othy is the well known Church nurse work
ing in the Diocese of Gippsland, and with 
the support of the Bush Church Aid So
ciety. I t is good to find t ha t recognition 
is being given to her great work, though 
the full story of the forementioned deed, 
as well as other equally heroic and stren
uous, will probably never be told. 

The whole incident gives a clear call to 
the women of the Church in Australia. 
There are big needs in the back country 
which any women can fill. 

(1) Bush Deaconesses.—The women of 
the West deserve tha t comforting, cheer
ing fellowship which only one of their 
own sex can give. We sometimes imagine 
the joy and blessing tha t would a t tend the 
ministry, say, of two consecrated women 
as they go forth into the far-country trav
elling, say, in a Ford car and touching 
wives and c h ^ r e n on lonely selections and 
tanks. 

(2) Bush Nurses.—Surely, in view of the 
cutt ing at the head of this article, there 
is no need to enlarge the idea. A qualified 
nurse whose hear t is touched has a won
derful range of service opened up before 
her. The ministry of healing can be made 
a ministry of grace. 
s ^ ^ - B u s h Teachers.—Our Society contin-

ua ly hears of openings for young women 
who are prepared to under take the charge 
of a subsidised school under the State De
par tment of Education. Children go un
taught in the West and parents are anx
ious. Here is a chance for some young 
woman with ordinary educational at tain
ments. A fine opportunity also offers for 
fruitful Sunday School work. 

Here then is the chance and the chal
lenge. Will the women take it up? 

REPORT OF THE BUSH CHURCH AID 
SOCIETY FOR AUSTRALIA AND 

TASMANIA. 

For Year ending December 31st, 1922. 

The first great missionary rally of the 
Church is tha t recorded in Acts xiv., 27: 
" A n d when they . . . had gathered the 
Church together, they rehearsed all things 
tha t God ha th done with, t h e m . " We ven
ture to use the words a t the beginning of 
this report in humble acknowledgment t ha t 
such success, such expansion as has attend
ed our work is wholly of God our Fa ther 
Who ha th blessed us on our way. "Nor 
nobis, Domine"—"Not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto Thy Name give t r # 
p r a i s e . ' ' 

Once again we can, with all sincerity, 
claim tha t the past year has been one of 
distinct advance. Our interests in the Big 
back country have not decreased, bu< 
ra ther increased. 
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tions formed, of services regularly held, 
and sacraments administered. To provide 
means of conveyance for him in his big 
' ' par ish, \ ' which extends 100 miles respec
tively along two diverging " rail-lines, the 
Society made appeal for gifts to purchase 
a sulky outfit. I t is a pleasure to record 
tha t the appeal met with full response. Mr. 
Owen writes to express his thanks to all 
B.C.A. friends. 

In the Far West Mission, in the same 
diocese (Willochra), the Rev. Neville Hav-
iland has entered upon his th i rd year of 
service. Here is an enormous field, invol
ving incessant travel, yet cheerfully the 
work is under taken despite discourage
ments. During the year Mr. Havi land has 
accepted the responsibility of ministering 
to the communities along the great East-
West railway. I t means a regular jour-

families receive regular teaching in the 
Fa i th for which we stand. Deaconess 
Shoobridge, of E. Gippsland, who has been 
the pioneer in this branch of work in the 
Anglican Church in Australia, has encour
aged us much by adopting our lesson sys
tem for the numerous scholars in her dis
t r ic ts . We must also express our indebted
ness to Rev. A. J . H. Priest , who splendidly 
helps us by preparing the lessons each 
month. 

B/Iission Motor Van.—Gifts during 1922 
were substantial , and at the t ime of writ
ing this report, the Council has decided to 
launch the movement forthwith. A suit
able offer of service has been received, and 
shortly the van will commence its useful 
and needed ministry. Though in the 
nature of an experiment, we are sure tha t 
the van will be found of the greatest 

Rev. and Mrs. J. P. Owen, of Eyre's Peninsula, S.A. 

ney over the great Nullarbor Plains. I t 
really constitutes a separate mission, call
ing for a separate missioner, but who is 
there to do the work if he fail? Mr. 
Havi land stands alone in tha t vast area-
Surely he should have a helper! 

In Victoria, the Society has continued 
its support of the work of the Church in 
the Construction Camps along the Murray 
—Hume Reservoir and, Toiumbarry Lock, 
also Eildon Weir and Yallourn. Thus the 
diocesees of Goulburn, Bendigo, Wangar-
a t t a and Gippsland have been helped. In 
the la t ter diocese Sister Dorothy, the 
Church Nurse, is engaged in her special 
ministry in the forests of Eas t Gippsland. 
Recently she won well-deserved notice 
through her heroic efforts to save a wom
a n ' s life. Metropolitan papers resounded 
with her praises; they did not disclose the 
fact tha t right from the commencement of 
her work she has been supported by the 
B.C.A. We feel tha t it might be mention
ed here at least. The whole incident jus
tifies the practical interest the Society 
has taken in tha t type of women's work. 

Sunday School in the Mail-bag.—The 
year has witnessed the inaugurat ion of a 
Home Sunday School department , intended 
to reach" children living in remote areas. 
Slowly but steadily membership is being 
buil t up, and month by month numerous 

value to the interests of true religion in 
our distant country areas. The venture 
deserves the prayers of all people. 

From time to time the Society finds op
por tuni ty to do much for the social life of 
dwellers in the '' back-b locks . " I t is in-

. terest ing to record tha t for the Wilcannia 
Mission a small cinematograph was pur
chased. I t has served a splendid purpose, 
and has done much to widen the horizon 
of those to whom it is taken. Religious 
and educational films only have been 
shown and appreciated. I t is worthy of 
record tha t the B.C.A. was the first to show 
'' m o v i e s ' ' in one or two townships in the 
Far West. 

The Home Base.—Under this heading we 
nlay gather all the multifarious activi t ies 
by which the Society in the capital cities 
is characterised. 

Deputation work.—Steady propaganda 
work has been carried on in parishes in 
various dioceses. Sunday sermons, week-
night lectures, addresses to schools have 
been increasing. I t is grat i fying to know 
tha t requests for deputations have been 
overwhelming in their number. Clergy 
have welcomed the Society and i ts appeal 
for men and means. I t is to be regret
ted tha t up to the present we have not 
been able to make an appointment to the 
office of Deputat ion Secretary for Victoria 

(JODar.—Rev. R. Hawkins , Th.L., contin
ues in his th i rd year of ministry. The dis-

K h a s not improved industrially, the big 
4 p being still idle. However, Mr. Haw-

I
ras finds abundant scope in the extensive 
interland of his home township. Big sta-
ons and lonely selections afford oppor-
mity for real witness for Christ. 
Wilcannia.—Here the past year has been 
arked by change. After two and a half 
jars of fine service, the Rev. F . W. Har-
ij resigned to take the Rectorship of 

Kyabram (Diocese of Bendigo). I t was 
with great regret tha t the Society accepted 
his resignation. 

A special minute appreciative of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harvey 's work was passed by the 
Council. His successor, Rev. L. Daniels, 
B.A., commenced work in January , 1923, 
and though his period of service does not 
come within the scope of this report, it 
must be s tated tha t the West Darling work 
flourisnes in exceedingly capable hands. A 
special mention sholud be made of the 
handsome gift of a new De-luxe model Ford 
car by Mrs. W. E. Shaw, of Austinmer. 
This replaced the motor cycle which had 
been in use. Already the advantages of 
flie gift nave been realised. Journeys to 
distant townships like Tibooburra, Milpar-
inka, and Menindie are not so exacting as 
they used to be. 

B.C.A. Hostel at Wilcannia.—This insti
tution has indeed come to stay, and is ex
ercising a heal thy effect upon Church-life 
generally. The confidence of parents has 
been won, and people in the West have 
come to realise that , despite croakings of 
critics not altogether disinterested, the 
B.C.A. can carry out i ts plans to a success
ful issue. At present the accommodation a t 
the Hostel is fully occupied, and its enlarge
ment to meet pressing needs has been Av 
termined upon. The help of the SL»**** 
and Hostels Committee, of Sydney, has 
been very generous, and the Society can go 
straight ahead with i t s plans. 

Reference to the Hostel should not con
clude without appreciation of tke pains
taking and valued work of Misses Toye 
and Dong, who, under Rev. Daniels, at
tend to its management. 

Broken Hill.—Here the Rev. R. Fulford 
maintains his vigorous minis try, which the 
Society is glad to support. During the 
year it sent out to the " s i l v e r c i t y " the 
Rev. S. H. Denman (of Drummoyne) as 
special missioner. The visit was a fruit
ful one, even though the Hill proved a dif-

i cult centre for evangelistic effort. 
Balranald.—It was not unt i l early in 

1
3 tha t B.C.A. succeeded in securing a 
L for this parish, thus reference to i t 
3 not belong to the scope of this 
)rt; but we may mention tha t the Rev. 
kV. Bazalgette and family, sent out to 
tralia "by the Colonial Continental 
rch Society, have bravely settled down 
he work of the ministry in this distant 
erina town. 
a South Australia trie Society stands 
ind two missions. One is tha t in 
:e's Peninsula, where Rev. J . P . Owen 
Rationed, on a point along the rail line 
ning westward from Por t Lincoln. His 
been a difficult task, and we -are bound 

)lace on record the courage of Mr. Owen 
I his wife in a t tacking suck a problem, 
really commenced a new work. I t is 

ouraging to find tha t after twelve 
nths' ministry lie can tell of eongrega-
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and South Australia, In these States there 
are splendid openings of which the Organ
ising Secretary, with his limited t ime, can
not take full advantage. Victoria and S. 
Australia do much; they desire to do more. 

"We gratefully record the fact tha t ad
ditional parishes are under tak ing special 
responsibilities for the B.C.A. by pledging 
themselves to give a certain quota of sup
port each year. This gives great security 
to us as we extend our work, and we invi te 
other parishes to take up the idea. 

Literature.—The Real Australian, our 
quarterly journal, enjoys an increasing cir
culation and proves to be one of the best 
pieces of propaganda tha t we possess. We 
modestly believe tha t in respect of i ts con
tents and of the pract ical support tha t i t 
elicits, it fully justifies the expense of the 
production. I t is to be deplored tha t we 
cannot secure its registrat ion as a news
paper and thus obtain a reduction in post
age costs—a large i tem when over 2,000 
copies are despatched each quarter . 

Much assorted l i tera ture , including 
books, magazines and t rac ts , are sent in 
to us for distribution afield. To the donors 
we are thankful, also to those ladies who 
undertake to provide lonely families in the 
country with parcels each month. 

Candidates in Training.—It is of the ut
most importance to the welfare of the 
Society's - work tha t men should be called 
and trained for the minis t ry in the bush. 
Unfortunately, in the whole Church to-day, 
candidates for Holy Orders are not numer
ous. The B.C.A. would wish tha t there 
were more. However, offers of service 
have been received and considered by the 
Council. At present six candidates are 
undergoing preparat ion. Two, a t least, 
will be ready for service at the end of 1923. 
But so many are the calls for workers, and 
so great is the need, t ha t we feel t ha t our 
young ordained men in the cities should 
be prepared to go out and do a t least two 
years ' service. A share in this real Aus
tralian enterprise would enrich their min
istry and create in them a more intell igent 
appreciation of the country to which they 
belong. 

A most puzzling and disappointing fea
ture of the si tuation in regard to candi
dates has been the failure on the par t of 
women to volunteer as Bush Deaconesses 
and Nurses. The B.C.A. has no women in 
training, even though it has made persis
tent appeals. A knowledge of the big back 
country shows to us t ha t the minis t ry of 
consecrated Christian women is sorely 
needed. Why our Austral ian sisters 
should hold back we know not. Climate is 
good, dangers are non-existent, work is in
tensely interest ing, bu t they do not offer. 
The reproach is on them. May God lay i t 
on their hear ts to roll it away. 

The Financia l Sta tement for the year 
under review gives ground for great en
couragement. Our receipts, wi th credit 
balance of £638/0/4 a t the beginning of 
1922, amounted to £2867/10/9. Of this 
special allocations (i.e., donations for dis
t inct objects) and other sums reached 
£715/17/10. Deducting this we find t ha t 
receipts for our Free Fund reached 
£1613/12/7. Thus, as in past years, we 
find tha t the s ta tement shows considerable 
increase in receipts. As our work grows 
and responsibilities become more numerous 
so does our revenue abound. Truly " m y 
God shall supply a l l y o u r n e e d s ' ' is worked 

out in the history of our Society. Expend
iture in total amounted to £2768/16/9, leav
ing a credit balance of £198/14/-. We 
thank God and take courage. 

In respect of the foregoing, we must 
not fail to express our grat i tude to clergy, 
church wardens, Sunday School officers, 
teachers and children, and tha t great com
pany of givers and helpers in various 
States, and even far ther afield (including 
Foreign Mission countries) who failed not 
in generous Christian giving. Accompany
ing the gifts, often, are let ters which dis
close what prayer and sacrifice are being 
made for the B.C.A. and hear tens us, as 
also it gives promise of greater blessing for 
the future. 

We conclude our report with a humble 
reaffirmation of our principles. The Society 
stands to provide the ministrat ions of the 
Word of God and the Sacraments of the 
Gospel for peorjle in remote and lonely 
areas of the Continent. I t seeks for spir
i tual men and women to do spiri tual work. 
I t rests upon the whole Gospel with the 
fact of the Atonement as central and dyna
mic. In the mat te r of Churchmanship, we 
endeavour to be four-square—Apostolic, 
Reformed, Catholic, Pro tes tan t—a type of 
Churchmanship which we believe to be the 
Church's s t rength and glory and Austra
l i a ' s need. In all these things we go for
ward. God has given us a big work to do, 
we are keen to do it . 

On behalf of the Council, 
S. J . KIRKBY, 

Organising Secretary. 

A REMINISCENCE. 

From an Explorer ' s Diary. 

There is here related an incident in con
nection with the Giles Expedit ion of 1875, 
of which I was second in command. After 
t ravell ing several hundred miles over quite 
unknown watershed country, we were near-
ing the sett lements of West Australia, and 
it was natural ly a very anxious t ime. I t 
waswinter, and the nights b i t ter ly cold. I 
had been up till midnight observing for 
la t i tude. We had come so far west tha t 
I thought we might reasonably expect to 
see some sign of outlying sett lement. My 
companions were all snug in their b lankets , 
but I heard one say, ' * I wonder what he 
th inks he is doing. I don ' t believe he 
knows where we are any more than we 
d o . " Quite t i red and almost frozen, I 
threw my handkerchief over the t rough of 
quicksilver, meaning to put i t away 
directly I heard the camel bells in the 
morning. There must have been a b rea th 
of wind during the night, for the hand
kerchief was blown away, and the quick
silver was exposed, but the surface was 
quite dull and dead. Stooping down and 
sweeping the surface of the quicksilver 
with my finger, I collected a small drop of 
water , no bigger than a p in ' s head. I t 
was the first sign of moisture seen on this 
journey, and a sure sign tha t we were 
near ing the coast-line. I told the boys 
jus t as we were s ta r t ing tha t they might as 
well keep a look-out for t racks or some sign 
of sett lement. Sure enough, before even
ing t racks of sheep were seen, and soon 
after the shepherd, who told us we were 
then within ninety miles of the Town Hall 
of Per th . 

We had passed over the present gold-
fields, but were too much absorbed in the 
search for water to look for such trifling, 
mat te r as gold. I t must be remembered 
tha t such close observers as Forrest , Lef-
roy, Austin, Massey, and others had beenv 
out exploring, and t reading upon goud, as 
it were, but , like ourselves, they had a t the 
time other views, viz., water . 

A CYCLE OF PRAYER. 

FORM OF BEQUEST. 

I bequeath to the Bush Church Aid 
Boeietv for Austral ia and Tasmania the 
sum of pounds 
(free of legacy duty) for the general pur
pose of the said Society, and I dec la r | 
tha t the receipt of the Treasurer for t h | 
time being of the Society shall be a sufii-
cient discharge for the said legacy. 

D. S. Ford, Pr in ters , 48-50 Reservoir St.,, 
Sydney. 

w 

' ' But there 's a power which man can wield 
When mortal aid is va in ; 

That eye, tha t arm, tha t love to reach, 
That l istening ear to gain. 

That power is prayer, which soars on 
high 

Through Jesus to the Throne, 
And moves the band tha t moves the 

world 
To bring salvation d o w n . " 

We desire to put the following cycle of 
prayer before our readers. I t will help us 
? 4 ^ £ y P r ay . I t will help them to have 

''lijHV^I-ered l is t :— 
Sunday.—All s tudents preparing for min 

is t ry under the B.C.A. 
Monday.—Cobar-Darling Mission: Rev. R. 

Hawkins. Wilcannia Mission: Rev. L» 
Daniels. 

Monday.—Wilcannia Mission: Rev. L. 
Daniels. 

Tuesday.—Wilcannia Hostel : Miss Toye 
and Miss Long. 

Wednesday.—Broken Hi l l : Rev. R. Fulford. 
Balranald: Rev. S. W. Bazalgette . 
Griffith: Rev. C. Wilson. 

Thursday.—Far West , Willochra: Rev. N-
Haviland. E y r e ' s Peninsula: Rev. X 
P. Owen. 

Friday.—East Gippsland: Sister Dorothy-
Yallour Camp: Rev. P . Dicker. 

Saturday.—Torrumbarry Lock, Bendigo;. 
Eildon Weir, "V^angaratta; Hume Res
ervoir, Goulburn. 


