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AS WE ARE AT PRESENT. 

This issue of " T h e Eeal A u s t r a l a i n " 
is overdue, and we feel tha t it is only 
fair to our subscribers to explain why. 
Possibly the reason is known to them al
ready. The Organising Missioner, the 
Rev. S. J. Kirkby, has been compelled, 
after medical advice, to take at least three 
months7 rest from his labours. He has 
gone to Ceylon. A number of clergy 
guaranteed his expenses to the B.C.A., and 
the Council pressed him to go. The wis
dom of being right away from Australia 
and the needs of the B.C.A. no one of our 
supporters will question. 

What the B.C.A. owes to its Organising 
Missioner no one can possibly estimate. 
He has never spared himself in order to 
bring the claims of the Society upon the 
members of the Church of England in the 
thickly populated centres of Australia, 
and to urge their responsibility for the 
spiritual life of the people outback and 
in the sparsely settled places. For nearly 
nine years he has stirred our consciences 
with his vivid pictures of spiritual desti
tution and spiritual opportunity with such 
success that the B.C.A. has grown beyond 
the most sanguine expectations of us all. 
But it has been at the cost of the physical 
force and nervous energy of Mr. Kirkby. 
In addition to repeated journeys through 
the B.C.A. areas of South Australia, Wil-
cannia, and Croajingalong, East Gippsland, 
in order to gain a first-hand knowledge of 

conditions, and to watch over the welfare 
of the workers, he has managed the affairs 
of the office and kept Church-people ac
quainted with all the needs by means of 
meetings in many parishes in the Dioceses 
of Sydney, Melbourne, and Adelaide. 
The office alone is the work of one man. 

M 
THE CHURCH IN THE 

OUTPOSTS. 

The Great 

Annual Rally 
of the Bush Church Aid Society 

will be held (D.V.) on 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 
1927, 

at 7.45 p.m., 
in the 

Chapter House, St. Andrew's 
Cathedral, Sydney. 

A Stirring Story will be told. 
Pine New Pictures of B.C.A. 
Work in the Real "Outback" 
will be Screened. 

EVERYBODY WELCOME. 
Collection. 

It is expected that the Rev. 
S. J. Kirkby will be present, 
and opportunity will be taken 
to welcome him home. 

You must come early if you 
jfj want a seat. 

True, he has had a capable and painstak
ing clerk in the person of Miss Manning, 
and for some years before he received 
Ordination, the Eev. E. G. B. Ashcroft 
attended to the books of the Society; but 
the interviews with many people and the 
arranging of the details of the work all 
centred round him. In addition to the 
work of the office, he sometimes gave four 
travel talks a week, and he has been 
known to speak at two drawing-room 

meetings in one afternoon, and to give a 
travel talk the same evening. Often he 
arrived home after a long day ' s work a t 
the office, and a t ravel ta lk a t night, a t 
nearly 12 o 'clock. He made slides, edited 
" T h e Eeal A u s t r a l i a n / ' and wrote many 
letters. No wonder tha t after nearly 
nine full years he is compelled to take a 
complete rest! 

One thing we are convinced tha t he 
must have the moment he returns to duty 
—tha t is a motor car. To give a travel 
talk at the end of a day ' s work is ex
hausting enough, but to carry lantern 
slides, lantern, books, and l i terature 
around is asking too much, and we are 
looking to our friends to help us to pro
vide a car, so that he can do his work 
with less physical strain. 

During the Organising Missioner 's ab
sence the Council has arranged with the 
Eev. A. E. Morris, the Eector of St. 
Michael 's , Sydney, to preach on Sundays 
and do deputation work during the week; 
and the Eev. E. G. B. Ashcroft to take 
charge of the office for three days in each 
week. Miss Manning is at the office each 
day, and she will deal with matters of 
urgency. The Council is more than grate
ful to the Eev. A. E. Morris and the 
Churchwardens of St. Michael 's , Sydney, 
for readily coming to our aid; and also 
to the Eev. S. H. Denman and the Church
wardens of St. Bede 's , Drummoyne, for 
sparing the Eev. E. G. B. Ashcroft to the 
Society. They are both rendering excel
lent service. 

The present efficiency of the Society is 
largely due, under God, to the Eev. S. J. 
Kirkby and the representatives of the 
Society who have been, or are at work, in 
the various fields where the B.C.A. oper
ates. The result has excelled all expecta
tions. The expansion and growth of the 
Society has gone beyond the wildest 
dreams of its founders. This efficiency 
we must maintain, and there is no bet ter 
way of bringing back health to our Mr. 
Kirkby than for him to know tha t all the 
supporters of the B.C.A. are doing all in 
their power to help in the work. I t is 
good work. I t is soul-saving work. I t 
is bringing the Kingdom of God to many 
a lonely family and many a lonely soul. 

CANON W. L. LANGLEY, 
Hon. Clerical Secretary. 

PERSONAL. 

Sister Bazeley (A.T.N.A.). 
By the time this paper reaches its many 

subscribers, Sister Bazeley, whose brother 
is the well-known clergyman, Eev. P . J . 
Bazeley, of All Saints ' , Petersham, will 
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be well established in her new sphere of 
work at Penong (S.A.). Dr. Chambers, 
who has been there for some months, 
writes that he is already busy, and is 
looking forward to the Sister 's arrival. 
We wish her every blessing in her work. 

Sister Noller (A.T.3ST.A.). 
We are pleased to report that , in re

sponse to an S.O.S. call for further help 
from our Mission Hospital on the Bight 
(S.A.), Sister Noller has enlisted in the 
Society for service in that Home of Heal
ing so ably run by Matron Percival. 
Sister Noller hails from Parramat ta , and 
was trained at the Eoyal Alexandra Hos
pital and Par ramat ta District Hospital. 
We are fortunate in having obtained her 
services. We wish her God-speed. 

Miss E Mathews. 
We offer our hear ty congratulations to 

Miss Mathews on her marriage to Mr. 
Hallahan. Miss Mathews has been doing 
deaconess work down in the Fa r West 
Coast Mission area. 

Rev. K. B. J. Smith. 
Mr. Smith has recently joined the 

Society. He is ultimately to be Secre
tary of the Society in Victoria. At pre
sent Mr. Smith is visiting various B.C.A. 
centres, and will travel by car as far as 
Ceduna, going via Wilcannia. He is ac
companied by Mr. S. Stewart, one of the 
B.C.A. students. 

IN MEMORIAM, 

In the Home Call of Mrs. S. E. Wat-
kins Penrose, Par ramat ta , the Society has 
lost a warm supporter. She was an 
earnest Christian woman, and generously 
supported every work for the uplift of 
mankind. We deeply sympathise with all 
the sorrowing ones. 

THE WEST COAST MISSION. 

The Eev. Fred Dillon reports tha t the 
work still shows signs of progress, though 
there are depressing conditions to face. 
At the hospital they are very busy, but 
for all concerned—the sisters, staff, and 
patients—they sorely need a more con
venient place. Dr. Chambers (who is a 
nephew of the Eev. G. A. Chambers) is 
there, and is gett ing on well. He is 
hoping for a hospital at Thevanard. Mr. 
Charles ICemmis, who went out with the 
Eev. Fred Dillon, spends a good deal of 
his time up there. The work of the Mis
sion shows signs of material and spiritual 
growth. The one difficulty is tha t the 
district is so vast, and there are so many 
things to at tend to that one finds scarcely 
t ime to do the things that ought to be 
done. The Harvest Festivals throughout 
the parish were excellent, and the people 
for the most part are very pleased with 
the more frequent services. These are 
possible owing to the splendid assistance 
given by Messrs. Kemmis and John 
Vaughan, who went out from the Parish 
of St. Andrew's , Summer Hill, They are 
making special work of the small prayer 

meetings. The work at Thevanard is 
most promising, and he hopes to have a 
Mission there later on. In the meantime 
they are endeavouring to break all the 
ground. 

A PIRST IMPRESSION OF THE 
HOSTEL. 

OUR HOSPITAL. 

In Demand Again. 

News from our centre in the Far thest 
Mission, Willochra Diocese, contains a t 
least one stirring note. A telephone call 
at our Mission Hospital brought an appeal 
to the Matron to give aid to an urgent 
case at a point 70 miles distant. I t was 
considered unwise to move the patient. 
At once the resources of our hospital were 
requisitioned. The portable operating 
table, with other necessary apparatus, was 
packed into a car, and Matron Percival, 
with a doctor, set off in the early morning 
for the distant point. On arrival ar
rangements were made, and a major opera
tion performed with full success. After 
the patient had been brought back to con
sciousness directions were given for her 
care, and Matron returned to her "duties 
at the Hospital at midnight. This is a 
little indication of what B.C.A. workers 
are seeking to do " o u t - b a c k . " 

jfj FOR OUR WOMEN READERS. | 
| | Our great need is to hold more jf] 
jjl Drawingroom Meetings in the vari

ous parishes. After considerable 
experience, we are convinced tha t 
such a method is one of the best to 
be employed to further the know
ledge of and interest in R.CA. work. 
We do not mind where the meeting 
is arranged, or in what parish, 
whether many or few be invited. | | 
One lady acting as hostess, or a 
group, can arrange the "Drawing 
Room" or "Afternoon a t Home." 
The B.C.A. will gladly supply 
speakers If possible, the Organis
ing Missioner, with workers, would 
come himself. No effort is too 
small or too large for the purpose. 
Cost to the host or to the hostess 
is small, practically negligible. Will 
some lady who reads this help us? 

Write, 'phone (M3146), or call. 
Rev. S. J. KIRKBY, 

Organising Missioner, 
Diocesan Church House, 

George Street, 
Sydney. 

g@Jgfi^JjP]P[jD^ 

THE WEST DARLING MISSION. 

The Children's Hostel at Wilcannia.— 
The new additions to the Hostel have al
ready borne fruit. There is now a record 
number of children on the roll. 

Sister Agnes McGregor (Deaconess), 
who has been working in the Wilcannia 
Mission area, has been compelled to take 
a rest. Nevertheless, she has been doing 
some deputationist work in Sydney and 
the country. She writes of some of her 
doings in another column. 

Here at the Hostel, though surrounded 
by a country in appearance like a desert 
and often enveloped in clouds of heavy 
dust storms, there is an atmosphere of 
general happiness. Children run round 
out of school hours, playing; big sturdy 
boys are busy with their special jobs about 
the yard, smaller ones helping to lay tables 
with the girls, chatt ing merrily amid the 
clatter of plates and forks. Many a 
lively repartee is heard, but never a quar
rel or angry word to spoil the contented 
atmosphere. Why, even the very animals 
(pets) have inherited the hail-fellow-well-
met spirit, and you will see parrots, pus
sies, dogs and goats all as chummie as the 
rest of the big family here! Two pret ty 
" c o c k i e s " walk happily in and out 
amongst the children's feet regardless of 
dangers; during meals they sit beside the 
coal black pussies on the floor, waiting 
for crumbs to fall Later you will see a 
" happy p a r t y " in the garden—a few 
hens, the " c o c k l e s , " two black pussies 
and a big dog, with their heads all to
gether in one dish, being fed by some of 
the children. When night falls, and the 
hush of slumber clothes the Children's 
Hostel like a soft garment entwining all 
in her folds, you will see two long, neat 
dormitories—one boys, the other girls— 
cosily tucked up. The pussies curl up in 
some chosen corner whilst, with features 
ruffled and fluffed out, the " c o o k i e s ' ' are 
roosting on the back of a cupboard door, 
or the rail of a wooden bench in the de
serted dining-room; and the big dog 
guards the front door mat till morning 
sunlight brings the hum of gay little 
voices, the stroking of feathers, the bark 
of a dog, and the bleat of nannie goats 
to greet another busy day! This striking 
atmosphere of friendly happiness and eon-
tent, which pervades the entire establish
ment (including the latest k i t ten) , -would 
never exist were it not for the capable 
and kindly management of the Hostel 
Matron, or " A u n t i e / ' as they fondly call 
her. She it is who cooks, mends, and 
supervises every one of her big family, 
some 20 children in all, and right well do 
they observe and heed her rule! 

M. de L. 

THE LADIES' VAN. 

'The First Time Since the World 
Began ! ' ' 

I t has been very interesting striking 
an entirely fresh par t of New South Wales 
during this t r ip ; the country has been 
very different from the South Coast, also 
the conditions of living. There is very 
little to report for March, as those two 
weeks were spent in, more or less, feeling 
our way from place to place. We went 
through Goulburn to Canberra, and from 
thence to Yass; up to this point the par
ishes were well organised and compact, 
and, there was little use for the work of 
the Van, but the . Yass parish was much 
more scattered, and we struck a litt le 
place in the mountains called Weejasper 
on March 25, where we visited and held a 
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We left there on the 30th, and went 
right across the range of mountains to 
Tumut; this was one of the worst t racks 
we have ever been on—the road was very 
bad, and in some places the space between 
the trees so narrow that the Van could 
hardly get through. However, we reached 
Tumut about teatime, and a service was 
arranged for the following evening, when 
the work of the Van and of the Bush 
Church Aid Society generally was put be
fore the people. 

Our next service was held at another 
t iny place called Adjungbilly, and from 
there we went right through to Griffith, 
where we got into the Irrigation Area 
and the beginning of the Western plains. 
The rest of our time has been spent be
tween Griffith and Hillston. 

The country is flat, very dusty and very 
dry, and not a t all interesting to look at, 
but it holds tremendous interest for work 
of this nature, and offers great opportuni
ties to the Church, because there are hun
dreds of new settlers who have come in 
within the last year or two, and they con
tinue to come in. The whole district be
ing so recently opened up means tha t at 
present there is no Church anywhere, and 
in only one or two places is there a school. 
So we found plenty of scope for visiting, 
and each Sunday we held a service wher
ever we happened to be; on Easter Sunday 
we had two at different places. 

Most of the people are living in tents, 
or huts made with kerosene tins, or a 
roughly built shed, and in most cases our 
visit has been the first from any Church. 

At one t iny township, which has sprung 
up within the last few months, we ar
ranged to have a service round the Van 
a t 2.30 p.m. We borrowed some boxes 
and made some seats with planks of wood, 
and then waited for our congregation to 
come. At 3.30 the first family arrived 
in a buggy, and by 4 o'clock one or two 
others had come along, so we began—an 
hour and a half late! We are beginning 
to learn the ways of the bush—most people 
arrive an hour or so late! 

At another place, a cricket match was 
arranged on Sunday where we were going 
to hold our service. There was quite a 
big crowd of people there; some had come 
in from a distance of 50 and 60 miles, but 
both captains, on hearing of the service, 
agreed to hold off for half an hour, and 
most of them came along and joined" us, 
which was a great encouragement. At 
the close of the day ' s proceedings one of 
the captains said '' it was the first t ime 
tha t a cricket match had ever been held 
on a Sunday in that district, and also i t 
was the first time since the world began 
that a service of any kind had been he ld . ' ' 
So we were very privileged to be the first 
upon the scene from the Church. I t makes 
one realise afresh how wonderful are the 
Church's opportunities, for these people 
are longing for a regular service, and no 
doubt before very long they will be build
ing their own little Church. 

The visiting, though, is where one is 
able to get the personal touch; sometimes 
only a very few words are necessary to 
encourage the reading of the Bible again. 
I t is so very easy to get slack in the bush, 
and one mother confessed tha t it was just 
tha t she had let things slip, and the Bible 

consequently had been tucked away on 
the shelf. I t is lovely to know tha t that 
Bible was taken down oif the shelf that 
night, and is being read every day now. 

At another place we found three litt le 
girls (the eldest thirteen) whose mother 
had deserted them. They were living 
with their father, who was devoted to 
them, and the eldest was keeping house, 
not only for her father, but for two other 
men on the farm; she did all the cooking, 
and was doing her best, poor child, to look 
after the two younger than herself. What 
a lit t le worker! I t was lovely to hear the 
father praising her puddings! 

And so the Van goes on its way. Our 
one regret is tha t we cannot get round 
to more people; but we believe the day 
will yet dawn tha t shall see other Vans 
sent out by the Society and penetrat ing 
the country in all directions. The bush 
can do with a fleet of Vans on this and 
similar work. 

We hope to go further West in a day 
or two. We are now at Hillston. 

D. G. S. 

Debt Raising.—Wnite Cliffs.—Dust Storms. 
—Confirmation Class.—Lost, and Way Out 

Found Through a G-oat. 

" W e have never had a bazaar here, 
Sister! Oh, yes, many years ago they 
used to have them; but it must be quite 
forty years since anything like that was 
h e l d . " 

We have a debt on our Menindie 
Church of over £250. I t must be paid, 
so I suggested a meeting should be held 
to form a bazaar committee. " T h e y 
won ' t come, Sister. We have tried be
fore, and only two turned u p , ' ' was the 
reply I received. So I said very cheer
fully and hopefully, " L e a v e tha t to m e ! " 

On Sunday we had a crowded Church, 
and when the service was over, which we 
all enjoyed, I asked the congregation to 
remain seated. They all looked very sur
prised, and before they recovered I had 
made them all promise to help. Six young 
men took the responsibility of the Bacho-
lors ' , Dip, and Hoop-la Stalls, and the 
ladies promised to take charge of the 
other stalls. We had ten in all, and 
everyone worked wonderfully well; they 
all came to me for directions, and made 
many suggestions, which were a great 
help. Ten days before the bazaar one 
lady said to me, "S i s t e r , what about an 
'Ugly M a n ' Compet i t ion?" So there 
and then we wrote the names of six popu
lar men of the little town, and sent them 
all a notebook, saying " Y o u have been 
nominated for the 'Ugly M a n ' Competi
t ion; please get as many votes as you 
can for yourself at 3d. per v o t e . " This 
caused great fun, and the winner declared 
he was really the ugliest man and should 
win. He won with over 600 votes, and 
was delighted. When I congratulated 
him and gave him his prize (a pot of 
face cream), he said " W h e n is the n e x t ? " 
-Our ' ' Ugly M a n ' ' Competition brought in 
£35. 

The night before the bazaar all hands 
were in the hall decorating the stalls, as 
a prize was offered for the prett iest stall. 

The bazaar was opened by Mrs. Hole, 
of " A l b e r m a r l e " Station, at 3.30 p.m., 
and at 10 p.m. we had sold out of every

thing. We did not have raffles, but just 
the stalls and simple competitions, such 
as candle lighting and nail driving, which 
caused much amusement. The whole 
thing was a huge success, in spite of very 
dry times. After expenses were paid we 
cleared £152/3/1. Everybody was happy, 
and we went home delighted with our ef
fort. The men worked splendidly all 
along, and the very pre t ty stalls could 
compete with any of Sydney's efforts. 

My next visit was to White Cliffs, 170 
miles north of Menindie, where I had to 
stay at the one and only hotel, a long 
iron building, and oh! so hot. Have you 
ever lived in an iron house when the mer
cury at the post office reached 116 de
grees? 

The population of White Cliffs was once 
1,500; now it is 80. Thirteen children 
attend the public school. There are only 
a few iron houses left, as people sold 
their houses to the men on the land for 
wool sheds, etc. 

I have quite a nice Confirmation Class 
there of boys and' girls, so keen to learn. 
When I am away at Wilcannia or Menin
die, I give the confirmees questions to 
work out and send to me. Each mail 
brings me answers from them, and at the 
bottom, " I have finished all those ques
tions, Sister; please send me m o r e . " One 
feels how well worth winning these dear 
young people are, and what a great need 
there is. 

The extreme heat is at times depress
ing, but have you ever prayed for a dust 
storm? I have, and many others, too— 
yes, even the mothers, who have to clean 
it all out. The dust storm brings a cool 
change, and i t ' s the only way we will get 
a cool change; the more dust we get the 
longer the cool weather lasts, but it does 
not last too long. We have been nearly 
melted for a week or ten days, when the 
wind gets up from the south-west or west, 
and we say " P r a i s e God from Whom all 
blessings flow; here comes a dust s t o r m ! " 
The patient women clean up, which often 
takes two or three days to get all the dust 
out ( I always say to make room for the 
next dust storm), and very often as they 
give the final polish another one arrives. 
And so this goes on all the summer. Rain! 
What is it? The annual rainfall is only 
7 inches. 

Those brave women of the West need 
all the spiritual help tha t can be given. 
The distance between their homes range 
from five to th i r ty miles, and as I go 
from place to place on the mail car (a 
Ford) I long to call and spend a few 
hours with each mother and her litt le 
family; but too often the mail car pulls 
up at a tree and the mail is placed in the 
box, and we go on, and tha t home is not 
visited. How I long for a car of my 
own, tha t I may visit each home. Weeks 
pass by, and some of those mothers do 
not see another woman. 

Mrs. , who lives 50 miles from 
the nearest town and 18 miles off the 
mail road, said to me one day in town, 
when I baptised her eighth ch i ld , ' ' Sister, 
we have lived on boiled wheat for a week; 
we could not get provisions, and times are 
so b a d ! " 

One day when I was visiting the people 
who live among the opal shafts a t Whitfl 
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Cliffs I got lost. All areund me for miles 
there were shafts and mounds of earth; 
not a blade of grass or a tree in sight, 
and it was 112 degrees in the shade at 
the P.O. I walked for about an hour— 
it was mid-day—and no house was to be 
seen. I was very hot and very thirsty, 
and began to winder how^ long it took for 
people to die of thirst , when to my de
light I saw a goat, and I went up to 
him and said " S h o o ! shoo! " He ran 
towards home, and I followed him, and 
as he ran so fast it took all my energy 
to keep him in view, because if I lost the 
goat i t would be very sad. We had not 
gone far (the goat and I ) when away in 
the distance I saw a small hut, and there 
received a welcome drink of water, dirty, 
but nice and cold, from one of the shafts. 
We drink water all shades ' ' out-back, ' ' 
and enjoy it. 

My friends from Sydney write to me 
and say, " W h y don ' t you visit in the 
cool of the e v e n i n g ? " But there is no 
"coo l of the evening , ' ' unless we get a 
dust storm. 

There are hours of loneliness, and when 
one longs for the fellowship of the Dea
coness House and a glimpse of one's own 
dear ones; but the work is for the Master, 
and it is well worth the small sacrifice 
that we can give to Him Who gave His 
life for us. 

A. MeG. 

MOTOR MISSION VAN. 

Mr. E. G. Thorpe, who is in charge of 
the Mission Van, and who is accompanied 
by Mrs. Thorpe, reports a most successful 
t r ip over long distances. Much new 
ground was covered, and many new friends 
were made. He was the first Church of 
England representative to visit one place 
for fifteen years, another fourteen, and 
another five; two and three years being 
quite common. To obtain some idea of 
the extent of the trip, open a map of 
New South Wales and begin at Wilcannia, 
follow the Darling River down to Menin-
die, then across to Broken Hill ; then back 
to Menindie, and down the Darling to 
Wentworth; from Wentworth east to Hay, 
where he was invited by the Bishop to be 
present at the Diocesan Synod, and where 
three very happy days were spent; then 
on from Hay to Booligal; from Booligal 
through Clare, Manfred, Princess Lake to 
Sayers Lake and Victoria Lake ; then east 
to Ivanhoe, and on to Hillston; Hillston 
to Trida, and then north-west to Wil
cannia. This will give some idea of the 
journey. Services were held at Ivanhoe, 
Corowa, Mission Camp, Mossgiel, Trida, 
and Newlands; Bible readings and prayer 
in practically all homes, and eight bap
tisms. A large number of homes were 
visited. God is using them both, and 
blessing the work of Mrs. Thorpe among 
the women and children. The continual 
travelling must be a great strain. God 
reward her! 

POST AND RAILS. 

Cheering gifts continue to come to us. 
Last month a member forwarded to the 
office four Treasury bonds of £10 each. 
These are being held as the nucleus of a 

fund. The Walter and Eliza Hall Trust 
also renewed its grant to the Society, 
thus helping our work in substantial 
measure. 

Both Mission Vans are at work in the 
far country. By means of them the 
Church of England is making real witness 
for Jesus Christ in lonely parts . Both 
Vans have a plentiful supply of l i terature, 
as well as a stock of Bibles and Scripture 
Books. For this work we specially ask 
for the prayers of all our friends. 

Is your " R e a l Austra l ian ' 7 subscription 
paid? Prompt remittance helps us in our 
work. Adclress your let ter: B.C.A. So
ciety, Diocesan Church House, George 
Street, Sydney. 

Towards the end of the year we hope 
to have the long-looked-for aeroplane en
gaged in B.C.A. work in the far out-back. 
The Rev. L. Daniels, of Wilcannia (now 
on leave in England), has secured the 
greater par t of the purchase money needed. 
Much interest is being shown by our many 
friends, and we are desirous of making 
the aeroplane a real means for the further
ance of the Gospel. 

To readers who wish to hear of a 
private convalescent home, we can con
fidently recommend "Teurong," Camp
bell Street, Eastwood, N.S.W., conduc
ted by Sister Harvey, A.T.N.A. 
( 'Phone : Epping 663.) Mrs. Harvey 
is the widow of the late Rev. F. W. 

Harvey, whose work at Wilcannia 
under B.C.A. will ever be held in re
membrance. 

I t is not possible for us to make full 
acknowledgment of all the anonymous 
gifts and donations sent in to us during 
the past quarter. We tried to keep a' 
list of such, but are conscious of some 
omissions. Friends, will you forgive us? 
We should say to them, as to all our 
helpers: " G o d is not unrighteous tha t He 
will forget your works and labour that 
proceedeth of l o v e . " 

We were greatly cheered and encour
aged recently by gifts of £100 and £50, 
which was given us by old and new 
friends. These came at an extremely op
portune time. 

A special word of thanks is due to the 
many Churches and Sunday Schools for 
remembering our Society at their annual 
distribution of funds. 

At her home, " T h e Arches , " Waitara , 
Mrs. Reed, organised an Australian Tea. 
How successful her efforts were may be 
judged from the amount sent in to us, 
viz., £18/15/10. I t has helped us greatly 
in our many needs. We could wish that 
we had many more kind friends remem
bering us in this way. 
G-rocery Gift Evening. 

The Sunshine Club (St. Clement's, Mar-
rickville) kindly arranged a grocery gift 
evening. We are very grateful for all 
the help and interest of this club. 

Drawing-room Meetings. 

Our grateful thanks are duo to the fol
lowing ladies for so kindly arranging 
drawing-room meetings:— 

Mrs. Goard, Manly. 
Mrs. Lawrence, Bexley. 
Mrs. Pont, Bexley. 
Miss Pulver, Hunter ' s Hill. 
Mrs. Reed, Waitara. 
Mrs. Wat ts , Manly. 

HEAT AND MUD. 

The Rev. H. E. Felton. 
In the Black Soil Country. 

Mungindi, a border town of New South 
Wales, had been nearly ten months with
out regular spiritual ministrations, so 
when the B.C.A. were asked if they could 
help in the matter they did so, and ac
cordingly it has been my privilege to be 
the agent whom they sent here. 

I will always remember the day I ar
rived, per the little motor-train from 
Moree, in Mungindi. I had travelled up 
from Sydney in an orthodox black suit, 
and now I found I was in a temperature 
of 110 degrees. 

Tim heat continued for some days, and 
then its place was taken by heavy rain. 
As this par t of our State is all black soil 
plains, a few inches of rain turns the land 
into a quagmire. Only those who have 
seen and tried to walk in the mud of the 
North-Western plains know what it really 
is. I t is of the sticky variety, and simply 
clings on to one's boots and makes walk
ing very hard indeed. I experienced 
heat and mud within a few days. Mun-
gundi is a straggling town, par t of which 
is in New South Wales, and part across 
the bridge over the Barwon River, in 
Queensland. 

The little wooden Church of St. J a m e s ' 
holds about 80 people, and is the only 
Protestant Church for miles around. Two 
others, though, are in this parish. 

In a few days the parish Ford was 
got out of the shed after its long rest, 
and put into commission again. 

Heavy rain kept me in town for a time, 
which gave me the chance to concentrate 
on the 600 or so townspeople, one-third of 
whom are Anglicans; but very soon I 
found myself traversing what seemed at 
first great distances in the " Lizz ie . ' ' 
What a change after the work in Sydney's 
suburbia! 

The parish includes two other Churches, 
one twenty miles away, the other forty-
three, but other centres for services are 
found on stations and homesteads, and in 
one case on a siding. 

I was greatly impressed with the first 
service I conducted at a station home. 
Some th i r ty or so people were gathered 
on a large "gauzed-in '> verandah. Many 
had driven from a distance. The daughter 
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of the house was the "organist," and 
with the piano led the singing of the 
hymns very well. That is one picture, 
but another occurs at a t iny township 
consisting of a school, a store, and five 
houses; here there is no verandah large 
enough, or house either, so service is held 
at the railway siding. Having established 
services at the various centres again, the 
next thing was to begin to visit round 
the parish. The towns (about four of 
them) were easy, but as the parish ex
tends along the border for over 100 miles, 
to visit the people in that area proves a 
harder proposition. 

The other day, twenty odd miles from 
town, I came to a lonely house where live 
a man and his wife. None except the 
mailman ever passes their way, and I was, 
I think, the first cleric to pass that way 
for years. The simple devotion and ap
preciation, as one read the lesson for the 
day and prayed, was touching. 

Some religious ideas up here among the 
children are rather crude, as the follow
ing will show: Visiting a t iny school, the 
total enrolment of which is about 14, I 
told the old, old story of the Crucifixion. 
I was speaking of the two thieves who 
were crucified with our Lord, when one 
little boy volunteered the information 
tha t one of the thieves was Dan Kelly. 

Gentlemen's fashions at Mungindi would 
appeal, I think, to lots of city residents. 
1' No c o a t s ' ' is the prevailing mode for 
summer. The doctor and the vicar are 
the only offenders of Dame Fashion here, 
and the vicar ' s coat wasn ' t a serge one 
for long! 

Given a fair rainfall, the North-West 
is a wonderfuly rich district for sheep 
farming, but often the rainfall is too 
little and the black soil too soaking to 
ensure a regular growth of grass. 

Such *' real Aus t ra l ians ' ' as aborigines, 
emus, kangaroos, and goanas are all plen
tiful in this parish, so it is typically 
" B . C . A . " 

An Aborigines ' Mission is on my plan 
of services once a month. 

There are no roads in this parish; one 
just follows car tracks, and somehow they 
lead somewhere. That is one's first im
pression, but of course to travel the tracks 
a few times is to learn very soon where 
they lead to ; and trees, bushes, and turn-
offs become familiar. 

The friendliness and the welcome a 
clergyman meets with by the people in 
the bush is itself an inspiration and a re
ward for long and rough travelling. 

The Good Friday I spent this year was 
unique in my experience of tha t sa„cred 
day. Torrential rain in the morning 
made service impossible, but a funeral had 
to be conducted. The cemetery is three 
miles out of town. The rain was pour
ing, and the black mud was soft and slip
pery, so no car trip was advisable. A 
friend with a draught horse and sulky was 
secured, and in this conveyance the vicar 
went through mud, water, and prickly pear 
to conduct the burial service. I t took a 
long time for the hearse and the parson's 
t rap to be pulled by straining horses 
through the mud, and the return journey 
w^as just as hard for the horses. No 

travelling was possible in the afternoon, 
but as the rain ceased the townspeople 
were able to come in quite good numbers 
to the Good Friday Evening Service. 

The rain affected the Easter Day Ser
vices somewhat in the morning, but as it 
kept off in the afternoon the parish Ford, 
with chains attached to the wheels, t rav
ersed forty miles of mud and water to 
another township, where a grand Easter 
Service was held. 

Back to Mungindi just in time for Even
song found a Church full of people, but 
only two of three " G l o r i a " lights in 
working order; but if the light was bad, 
the singing, the devotion, and the joy of 

the Eastert ide were good. 
One wonders with all the help of travel

ling which a car gives just how the 
pioneer clergy carried on so well before 
cars came. To-day one can travel 80 or 
100 miles on Sunday, and fit in three or 
four services, thanks to the " t i n L izz i e . " 

Yes, it was from the Lord. "We just 
felt how truly it was, and we have had 
the joy of gathering up the fragments 
that were left, and have packed them in 
a little case, which we intend to take next 
week with us when we visit a camp some 
27 miles out. 

CROAJINGALONG MISSION. 

All reports from the area are encour
aging; interest is being maintained 
throughout the area. 

Sister Agnes Head has returned re
freshed to work after her much needed 
vacation During her absence her duties 
were undertaken by Sister Bazeley, who 
is now established in the Penong area 
(S.A.). 

B.C.A. XMAS GIFTS INSPIRE AN 
ABORIGINAL TO PREACH A 

SERMON. 

A Missionary to the aborigines in New 
South Wales wri tes :— 

Just a few lines to thank the B.C.A. 
Society for gifts and clothing, and only 
wish you could have shared with us the 
joy of seeing the pleasure given to old 
and young as the gifts were distributed. 

The three little dresses sent—well, the 
wearers have, I am sure, never once been 
absent from a Sunday service or week day 
meeting since. The little girls were very 
delighted, and just needed them. 

The balloons called forth great acclama
tions of delight. The poor folk were very 
grateful. 

The following week an old Christian 
blackfellow asked if he might speak a 
few words to his people on Sunday about 
the five barley loaves and two fishes in 
connection with the Christmas gifts. On 
the Sunday he read the portion of Scrip
ture, and explained how the Lord Jesus 
had made them enough to feed 5,000, and 
then went on to say: ""Well now it was 
just like that with us people here on 
Christmas Day. Our Missionaries could 
not have done all tha t themselves; they 
would tell you that—they did tell us. 
No, i t wasn ' t them; i t was the Lord Who 
did it. He gave to them, and they to 
us—just like it tells you here, see! Look 
at this p i c t u r e " (and he held up the pic
ture which he had in an old well worn 
children's Bible of Christ feeding the 
5,000). 

OUR PAPER. 

The circulation of " T h e Real Austra
l i a n " is steadily growing. We want to 
reach the 5,000 mark, and we make it our 
objective for 1927. Every subscriber can 
help us by gett ing another subscriber. I t 
is a small matter , and yet means so much 
to us in our work. Remember that the 
greater number of our supporters are 
readers of this paper, and we venture to 
believe that their support is the outcome 
of the knowledge of B.C.A. enterprises. 
Please help us. 

Has your subscription been paid? If 
a form is included herewith, please regard 
it as an intimation tha t eightpence is now 
due. Send at once stamps or postal note 
to B.C.A. Society, Diocesan Church House, 
George Street, Sydney. 

If changing your address, let us know. 
Papers are often lost in re-directing them, 
and thus complaints arise. When sending 
your new address, let us know the old one. 
I t helps. 

With many thanks, we record subscrip
tions for the paper from the following:— 
Mrs. Dodd, Mrs. Fawkes, F. M. Hooper, 
Mrs. W. M. Clarke, Rev. R. N. Howard, 
Rev. W. V. Gurnett, Mrs. S. H. Kingston, 
Miss A. Archer, Mrs. J. L. Diggle, Mrs. 
Willmott, Mrs. M. Board, Mrs. Shaw, Mrs. 
Johnson, Mrs. Attneave, Mrs. Richards, 
Mrs. Livingstone, Miss Wyndham, Mrs. 
McDougall, Miss M. Hunt , Miss Toogood, 
E. James, Mrs. Cooper, Miss C. A. Par t 
ridge, Mrs. K. G. Hall, Miss Bet ty Taylor, 
Mrs. Venables, A. A. Young, Miss T. 
Greenwood, Miss Hicking, T. Heald, Miss 
Tamblyn, Mrs. Reed, Mrs. Husted, Miss 
Walsh, Miss M. Davies, Miss M. Lamont, 
Mrs. E. Duncan, Miss Alison, Miss Clif
ford, Miss T. Davies, Mrs. Underhill, Mrs. 
Peat ty , Miss D. Cooke, Mrs. Williams, 
Mrs. P. A. Whitfield, Mrs. C. Palmer, Miss 
E. E. Horton, Mrs. L. Madgwick, Miss 
Colless, K. Prescott, Mrs. Barber, Miss L. 
Barber, J. Prentice, Mrs. Stock, Mrs. 
Waddell, Mrs. Daniell, W. A. Gordon, Mrs. 
F . Thomas, Mrs. G. Grant, John Standen, 
Miss J. Breyley, Miss Hope White , Mrs. 
Wyndham, Mrs. Mau, Mrs. Hudson, W. A. 
Dunn, Mrs. A. Jenkyn, Mrs. Gateby, Miss 
Agnew, Miss Pulver, Mrs. Jenkins, Mrs. 
W. Hatcher, Mrs. Furness, Miss I. Steph
enson, Miss E. Charles, Mrs. E. Flynn, 
C. B. Watson, Miss F . Dodson, Mrs. T. G. 
Cerutty, S. Le Cocg, Mrs. C. J. Cocks, Miss 
E. Newing, Mrs. E. Purbrick, Mrs. T. H. 
Dare, Mrs. M. J. Kenny, S. W. Wright, 
Miss A. Wilkins, Miss Catley, Miss E. 
Lowe, Mrs. J. I. F'aram, Mrs. Cropper, 
Miss Stenhouse, Miss Willman, B .Bryant, 
Mrs. Crane, Mrs. R. Smith, M. E. Jones, 
S. Green, John Pearce, Miss B. Berry, Mrs. 
Gilbert, Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Ackland, G. 
Cooke, H. Finnigan, E. Porter, Miss 
Harris , Mrs. Ogden, Miss C. Sewell, Mrs. 
H. Farrell, Mrs. Coleman, Miss Knight , 
Miss I. Sandstrom, Mrs. A. Tingcombe, 



H. Benham, M. Horner, Miss E. Burvill, 
Miss Cheadle, Mrs. Small, Mrs. Littlefield, 
Miss A. Doyle, A. Lucock, Miss N"; Star-
key, Mrs. L. Hannan, A. Ward, J . T. 
White, J. Hammerton, Mrs. M. E. Eobin-
son, A. D. Johnston, Miss Parry, Mrs. G. 
Brown, Mrs. Martin, H. J. Steel, Miss I. 
Dutton, Mrs. F . Heard, Mrs. F. Druary, 
Mrs. Chatfield, Mrs. Woodfin, Mrs. White, 
Mrs. H. Druary, Mrs. Nielsen, the Misses 
Long, N. Gibson, Cecil F. Eeeves, Mrs. W. 
Roach, Miss F . M. Davidson, Mrs. Owen, 
Mrs. Brady, Mrs. Lindsay, Mrs. G. Pont, 
J . Losby, Mrs. Sundan, Mrs. C. H. Wilson, 
Mrs. H. J. Marshall, Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. 
C. Fuller, Mrs. J . H. Dangar, Mrs. New-
combe, Mrs. Walsh, Mr. Astridge, E. 
Walker, Eev. E. Houston, Mrs. Walsh, 
Mrs. Pont, J . Vaughan, Miss Hesiop, A. 
Downes, Mrs. L. D. Reeve, Mrs. L. His-
cock, Miss M. Giles, Mrs. Welsh, V. N. 
Wilkinson, Mrs. Willings, Mrs. Hill, Mrs. 
Thornthwaite, Mrs. Moss, Mrs. Chin, Mrs. 
Orkney, Mrs. J . C. Eickard, P . Goodwin, 
Mrs. A. Goodwin, Mrs. E. White, Mrs. 
Greaves, Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. Chappie, Mrs. 
A. Cronin, Miss G. Sumerfield, Mrs. E, 
Cheadle, Mrs. A. M. Scott, Mrs. E. M. 
Pain, Miss Bruce, Mrs. Cerene, Miss 
Thorpe, Mrs. Dixon, J . Hitchell, Mrs. C*. 
A. Hannaford, Mrs. Stuckey, Mrs. McLen
nan, Miss Bower, Miss F . Porter , I. E. 
Brade, Victor Perry, Mrs. E. Swift, Mrs. 
A. J. Fischer, E. L. Watkinson, Miss Lin-
wood, Mrs. White, Mrs. T. Gordon, Mrs. 
G. C Nash, Mrs. Harrington, Mrs. J . 
Eead, Mrs. Cox, W. T. Hill, Miss A. Eob-
erts, Mrs. Brooks, Mrs. Armstrong, F. J. 
Nicholls, W. Bart let t , Miss M. Baker, Miss 
J. Southam, Mrs. Winter, Miss N. Godsall, 
Mrs. W. Postill, J . Eollinson, Mrs. A. 
McDonald, Mrs. J. H. Smith, Miss C. Sail-
way, M. Bastian, T. S. Holesgrove, Mrs. 
Shekleton, Miss Shekleton, Miss B. Cir-
cuitt, Miss L. E. Howlett, Miss S. J . 
Turtle, Mrs. Hainsworth, W. Jarvis , Mr. 
Lumb, Mrs. L. Richardson, Miss M. E. 
Milte, Mrs. A. B. Thomas, Miss Hancox, 
Miss A. Wilton, Mrs. Pogue, Miss C. For
rest, Mrs. Nunn, Mrs. L. Love, Miss Eyre, 
Miss W. Wilton, Mrs. A, Young, Miss 
Bain, Mrs. H. Lindsay, Miss B. M. Barren, 
F . Smith, A. Cook, Miss Shadforth, Miss 
C. Scully, Mrs. Strong, Miss Howell, M. 
E. West, Miss Bossley, F. H. Gibson, C. 
Pearce, Mrs. Barton, E. E. C. Hodge, Miss 
Dalton, Miss A. M. Smith, Mrs. Owen, 
Mr. Lambert, Mrs. Murray, Miss Hart ley, 
Miss Short, Miss La Motte, Mr. Cadden, 
Miss Leckie, and Mrs. E, Elliott. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN. 

track, the swagman and the squatter, all 
come into this volume. Eead it. I t is 
well worth the price—2/6, cloth cover. 

May 18, 1927. 

T H E PLACE OF PRAYER. 

The B.C.A. Bookstall.—Our stock is in
creasing in its variety. Mr. Bolam's book, 
" T h e Trans-Australian Wonder land ," is 
still the " b e s t sel ler ." For its price 
(2/6 paper cover, 3/6 cloth) it is unex
celled. I t tells a great story of life and 
conditions along the Trans-Australian Rail
way Line, and those who desire original 
information about the queer kinds of birds, 
reptiles, animals, etc., as well about the 
wonders of the great Nullabor Plains or 
the Ooldea Springs, together with a splen
did set of photographs of tha t country, 
cannot do bet ter than order a copy. 

" O n the Wool- t rack," by Captain Bean, 
tells of the wide spaces and the big men 
of the Fa r Western area of New South 
Wales. The shearing shed and the sandy 

The Door of the Fold. 

" G r e a t Events of Austral ian Hi s to ry , " 
by Joseph Bryant. A capital volume, 
dealing with the finding of Australia, its 
first settlement, early exploration, and sub
sequent development. Too little is known 
of our great country. This book will help 
us understand. I t is not dry-as-dust his
tory, but brightly wri t ten sketches on the 
crises and achievements of the past. 
Price, 2/6 (cloth cover). 

"Chi ld ren ' s Songs ," by M. A. Searcy,, 
with melodies by Eev. G. K. Searcy, Pre
centor of St. Andrew ?s Cathedral, Sydney. 
A charming collection of little songs sure 
to be loved by the litt le ones. They are 
happy expressions of child fancies, light 
and airy. A sturdy Australian song in 
the collection greatly appeals to us. 
Price, 2/- each. 

Evangelical Sermons, by a Layman. A 
useful volume, with short, simple sermons 
suitable for mission and country areas. 
Lay Eeaders will find this book most hepl-
ful. The messages have the Gospel ring. 
Price, 1/6. 

Our Family Prayer, compiled by Eev. A. 
Law, D.D., St. John ' s , Toorak. A col
lection of prayers arranged for family 
worship for each day of the week. Price, 
1/-. (Dr. Law devotes all profits of this 
book to B.C.A. work.) 

The best answers to prayer are those we-
have to wait and trust for. If we are an' 
swered quickly, let us be thankful ; but let 
us be assured that byand'by God will 
change His method with us, and that we shall 
often have to wait. 

"I shall cry unto God . . . . that 
performeth all things for us11 (Psalm vii. 2) . 
Every such prayer must be answered, but we 
must wait God's time and way. "Let pa^ 
tience have her perfect work," (Selected.) 

PRAY YE THEREFORE : 

We ask our friends to continue in prayer 
for the following :— 

Sunday—For the work of the Church of God-
in far'ofl and lonely areas of Australia, 
especially remembering those who in their 
isolation have not opportunities of fellow 
ship and common prayer. 

Monday—For the Organising Missioner, and 
all workers at the Office. For the Victorian 
Deputation Secretary and his helpers. For 
all students, both men and women, p r e 
paring for ministry under the B.C.A. Also 
for nurses awaiting location or in training. 

Tuesday—For Wilcannia'West Darling Mis' 
sion, Rev. W. R. Brown and Sister Agnes 
(Deaconess). 

Wednesday—For Eyre's Peninsula Mission 
(Willochra), Rev. B. B. Lousada. For 
Far West Mission (Willochra), Rev. F. R. 
Dillon ; C. A. Kemmis, J. Vaughan (Lay 
Brothers). For the B.C.A. Mission Hos ' 
pital with Matron Percival and Sister 
Quine and their helpers. 

Thursday—For East Gippsland, Sister Agnes 
(Nurse), Miss Reece, C. J. Nash (Mis' 
sioner). For Yallourn Camp, Nurse Cham
berlain. For Bendigo Bush Deaconess, Sis
ter Mabel. 

Friday—For Wilcannia Hostel, Mrs. Mann, 
the workers, the children, their parents. 
For Eildon Weir, Wangaratta. 

Saturday—For Motor Mission Van workers* 
Mr. E. G. Thorpe and the two Van Sis' 
ters, Sister Grace Syms and Miss de Labih 
Here ; the Sunday School by Post ; the 
Society's deputation work ; Bark Hut hold' 
ers ; and all our helpers and givers. 

Every Day—Pray that "God will send forth 
labourers into His harvest"; and that its 

workers have courage to go "in. 

Give thanks for : 

God's manifest blessing upon our work of 
the past year. 

Generous response of so many to call of 
our need. 

Spreading sympathy towards and interest 
in B.C.A. Mission Van work. 

Increased number of children in Wilcannia 
Hostel. 

Spirit of enquiry and offers of service by 
men and women. 
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