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IN MEMORIAM. 

Though some time has elapsed, we feel 
it only fitting to express the deep sym
pathy of " T h e Eeal A u s t r a l i a n " with Dr. 
A. Law on the loss of his wife. A sad 
ending to his English Deputation tour has 
it been, but we join with many others in 
prayer for grace and peace for him and 
his family. 

1$: .'• .*'•"",* * 
Since last issue, two firm friends of the 

B.C.A. were called suddenly to their 
" H o m e " — S i r James Fairfax and Mr. W. 
M. Vindin. Both of these gentlemen, 
prominent in the public life of Sydney, 
rich in good works, earnest in simple 
faith, ever took generous interest in our 
out-back work. On the day before his 
death, Sir James Fairfax called at our 
office to express his satisfaction at the 
growth of B.C.A. ministries. We praise 
God for such men who serve their day and 
generation in His faith and fear and love. 

We must add yet another generous 

B.C.A. friend recently called " H o m e " — 
Major H. S. Bracey, of Lithgow. He was 
one of the earliest supporters of our work 
a t .Wilcannia, and, gave us great encour
agement with his gifts each year. 

PERSONAL. 

The B.C.A. cannot let this issue of 
" T h e Real Aus t r a l i an" go out without 

a farewell word to the Right Reverend 
Bishop G-. A. Chambers, who is proceeding 
to his Diocese of Central Tanganyika, in 
Brit ish East Africa. He was one of the 
founders of the B.C.A., and all through 
its life he lent counsel and act ivi ty mak
ing for its progress. He will be missed 
not only in the circle of our Society, but 
in the larger circle of the Australian 
Church. Our only consolation is tha t he 
goes to Africa to pay Austra l ia ' s debt to 
our one Lord and Redeemer. Surely the 
prayers and support of all friends will 
follow him in the big task which he 
undertakes! 

* # * * 
The Rev. N. Haviland and Mrs. Havi-

land, who have just completed a term of 
service out-back on the B.C.A. Mission 
Van, left for England on September 8 
per s.s. "Esperance B a y . " Mr. Havi
land has been invited by the Colonial and 
Continental Church Society to act as their 
Australian Deputationist in England for 
the winter season of 1928-1929. The best 
wishes of the B.C.A. and all friends go 
with them. 

* * * * 
The Rev. W. R. Brown and Mrs. Brown, 

who have done such worthy service in 
Wilcannia for the past two years, have 
come to Sydney. Mr. Brown will act as 
assistant minister in the Parish of Bex-
ley. The B.C.A. desires to place on -re
cord the sterling work of Mr. and Mrs. 
Brown, especially at our Hostel for Chil
dren in Wilcannia. Mr. Brown's experi
ence and skill have greatly enabled us to 
effect the large extensions and renova
tions to the Hostel property, thereby in
creasing the great worth of tha t B.C.A. 
institution. We pray for a happy minis
t ry in their new sphere. 

3§C 3$C >r Sj» 

We welcome to our Mission Miss E. 
Cheers, recently of Deaconess House staff, 
Sydney, who volunteered for service on 
the B.C.A. Sis ters ' Van. Miss Cheers 
has had valuable experience in country 
activities, and, in association with Sister 
Kathleen Northcott , she will engage in 
one of our most arduous yet fruitful min
istries. 

The Organising Missioner lately re
turned from Mungindi area, and has pro
ceeded to Adelaide, where he will read a 
paper on " T h e Bush M i n i s t e r " at the 
Church Congress. Opportunity has been 
taken by Adelaide friends to arrange a 
Rally of B.C.A. supporters. This will be 
held on the night preceding the opening 
of Congress. 

VICTORIAN NOTES. 

Grateful acknowledgment must be made 
of special afternoon efforts on behalf of 
the B.C.A. At St. "Alban's, Armadale 
( V i c ) , Mrs. E. Denton Fethers kindly ar
ranged a Drawing-room Meeting, which 
was addressed by Rev. K. J . Smith. The 
Mothers' Union a t St. Andrew's, Aber-
feldie, held a very successful Donation 
Afternoon; and the Ladies' Guild of St. 
Paul's, East Kew, organised for special 
gifts for the Penong Hospital. The Sun
day School in the lat ter parish held a Gift 
Sunday for the same object. We want 
others to follow these tine examples. 
Write to the Victorian office. 

* * * * 
At the invitation of the Bishop, our 

Victorian Deputationist, Rev. K. B. J . 
Smith, at tended the Synod of the Diocese 
of Bendigo, and had valuable opportunity 
of addressing the members. 

* * * * 
Miss D. M. Wilkes, of Alphington, has 

offered for training and service under the 
B.C.A. The Council has accepted her of
fer, and early in 1929 Miss Wilkes will 
proceed to her course of training. 

For 1928, the Annual Business Meeting 
of the Society was held in Melbourne. 
Rev. Canon W. L. Langley, Hon. Clerical 
Secretary, and Rev. S. J. Kirkby, Organ
ising Missioner, travelled from Sydney for 
the purpose. A fine number of Mel
bourne clergy and friends attended. The 
report and balance sheet for 1927 were 
read and adopted, and the following were 
elected P« officers and members of the 
Council for the ensuing year :—President , 
Right Reverend Bishop J . D. Langley, 
D.D.; Hon. Clerical Secretary, Rev. Canon 
W. L. Langley; Hon. Treasurer, T. S. 
Holt, Esq.; Members of Council, Ven. 
Archdeacon Davies, Revs. S. H. Denman, 
R. B. Robinson, L. Gabbott, B.A., W. J . 
G. Mann, Esq., W. E. Gates, Esq., Revs. 
A. Kelleway, W. T. Storrs, E. L. Panelli , 
A. P . Chase, and T. Woodward. 

* * * * 
The Victorian Deputationist , Rev. K. B. 

J . Smith, will be absent from Melbourne 
for a fortnight in October, taking a brief 
holiday in Sydney. The office will be 
open as usual, and at tention will be given 
to all B.C.A. mat ters . 

TO HELP THE B.C.A. 

I t is not too early for our friends to. 
be thinking of Christmas Calendars. De
cember will soon be here. In faet, i f 
they desire to send so suitable a memento 
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to England they must not w^ait for De
cember. They must post not later than 
the middle of November. So this note 
comes as a timely reminder. Get ready! 

As in years past, the B.C.A. is stocking 
a fine selection of real Australian Calen
dars, with a great variety of subjects and 
at various prices. We desire our friends 
to see them, and we want them to know 
tha t their purchases represent a consider
able donation to our Mission work. The 
profits of our sales go entirely to the 
B.C.A. funds. Thus there are twTo good 
reasons for buying our calendars—the 
securing of dainty, art ist ic goods, and the 
helping forward of a big enterprise. 

I t is impossible to describe our stocks, 
but the following may help. In ar t 
boards, and with pendant calendar block, 
we have beautiful coloured reproductions 
of Australian native birds and flowers, 
1/6 each; larger size, flowers only (flannel 
flowers, Christmas bells, etc.) , 2/- each; 
birds only, shaped designs (blue wren, 
kookaburra, magpie, etc.) , 2 / - each. An
other assortment shows kookaburras and 
gum leaves at 2/6 each. Two strikingly 
coloured calendars with humorous subjects 
•—swag'man and his dog and a kookaburra 
—are at 2/6. The popular style last year 
was the graved wooden calendar repre
senting, each, nat ive bear, emu, kangaroo, 
and kookaburra. These are in stock 
again at 2/- each. 

Fine hand-painted calendars in art 
mounts are offered at 3/6. These are ar
tistically beautiful. The subjects are 
blue wren, kookaburra, flannel flowers, 
gum-blossoms, etc. 

Then we Jiave the distinctive B.C.A. 
Calendar with its t inted mount, showing 
a photograph of some out-back scene or 
some B.C.A. activity. Here a great 
var ie ty is presented, and the prices range 
a t 9d., 1/-, 1/6, 2/-. These calendars con
vey a real idea of our work, and are 
eagerly sought by our friends. 

We commend them all to " R e a l Aus
t ra l ian ' ' readers. In years past we have 
been encouraged by the ready sales and 
consequent help to our work, and we are 
confident tha t the Christmas season of 
1928 will be more successful than ever. 
Make your purchases early. There is al
ways a stall at any of our B.C.A. meet
ings in the parishes, and you may inspect 
or buy. Orders by post will receive 
prompt and careful attention. Call at 
(or write to) our address, where complete 
stocks are in hand. Headquarters Office: 

Bush Church Aid Society, 
Diocesan Church House, 

St. Andrew's Cathedral, 
George Street, Sydney. 

Victorian Office: 
Bush Church Aid Society, 

St. Pau l ' s . Cathedral, 
Swanston Street, 

Melbourne. 

SANTA CLAUS AND SALT BUSH. 

If i t were li Santa Claus and Snow-
f lakes ' ' people could see the connection. 
But " S a n t a Claus and Salt B u s h " — 
no! The idea is ridiculous! The very 
mention of Santa Claus calls up visions 
of snowy fields, of frosty nights, of rein

deer sleighs. But Salt Bush!—well, it 
makes us think of sandy wastes, of quiv
ering heat waves, of desolating loneliness. 
Yet we assert it again, because there is 
a connection, real and happy—Santa Claus 
and Salt Bush. And here the connection 
is. 

The B.C.A. has for years past been en
abled to carry on a real joy-giving minis
t ry to litt le ones out-back. Each Christ
mas season the long red robe and the 
white flowing whiskers of the ancient 
saint, not to mention his crammed-full 
sack of toys, have been seen in all sorts 
of places. Sometimes it was in some 
little sun-dried township; sometimes in 
some remote and t iny home; sometimes it 
was in one of our Mission Hospitals; 
sometimes in our Hostel with its throng
ing band of children. Sometimes Santa 
Glaus appeared to travel on one of the 
Mission Vans; sometimes he seemed to 
spring from nowhere. Sometimes he 
carried with him the beautiful gum blos
soms of Croajingolong; sometimes it wras 
the salt bush of the Nullabor. But it 
was always the same Santa Claus. No 
one cared, no one dare deny it—this gen
erous, cheer-giving, gift-laden individual 
whom the B.C.A. had invested with the 
quality of ubiquity, who clearly had 
special thought for l i t t le ones living in 
lonely places. Santa Claus and Salt Bush 
are a reali ty to which hundreds will 
testify. 

Now we desire to send Santa Claus on 
his happy ministry again this year. Not 
one single Mission area is to be missed; 
not one single child is to be overlooked. 
If gifts for 2,500 li t t le ones were sent out 
last year, at least similar gifts for 3,000 
will be needed for 1928; Just here all 
good B.C.A. friends can help, as they have 
done in the past. We tell them in good 
time, so tha t they make ready. Make 

. the approaching Christmas the best and 
cheeriest that the children of the out-back 
have ever known. 

Perhaps it will help if we suggest some 
need, but (let us emphasise i t) please.send 
only new gifts. Used toys and gifts are 
useful at other times, but at Christmas 
time new ones only. We shall be grate
ful for the following:—Books, dolls, 
beads, boats, pen knives, school sets, balls, 
mechanical toys, cricket sets, engines, 
whistles, trumpets, drums, stuffed ani
mals, and all those wonderful things 
which cause little eyes to sparkle and 
little hearts to rejoice. Then we must 
add sweets, lucky bags, and Christmas 
stockings. 

Sometimes our friends find difficulty in 
selecting what they wTould like to send, 
so they forward a donation and entrust 
the buying to us. This we appreciate 
and invite, because city merchants are 
kind' to us and give us supplies at whole
sale prices, and sometimes give added 
measure. We ask for donations, large 
or small, which will be promptly and 
gratefully acknowledged. 

All parcels should be sent to us no 
later than November 30. Packing and 
dispatching are big undertakings, and we 
need good time, so tha t every distant 
Mission area have supplies in hand well 
before December 25. Friends in New 

South Wales may send their parcels or 
donations to or leave them at the Head
quarters Office, addressed: 

Rev. S. J . Kirkby, 
Diocesan Church House, 

St. Andrew's Cathedral, 
George Street, Sydney. 

Victorian friends wdll keep the Mel
bourne Office in mind: 

Rev. K. B. S. Smith, 
B.C.A. Office, 

St. Pau l ' s Cathedral, 
Swanston Street, 

Melbourne. 
Make Christmas a joyful season by 

bringing love and cheer into lonely homes. 
God made the first Christmas a day of 
giving—He gave His Blessed Son to the 
world. Let us be imitators of God, and 
give the best of what wTe have for His 

THE MOST DARING MINISTRY IN 
AUSTRALIA. 

In early days the life and work of the 
out-back parson was always spiced with 
danger and marked with adventure. 
Roads were non-existent; there were only 
tracks. Bridges were non-existent; risky 
fording places on rivers were alone known. 
Settlements were far apar t ; telegraphic 
and telephonic connections had not been 
made. When the minister of 50 years 
ago went out with his pack-horse, he often 
took his life in his hands. " There were 
giants on the earth in those days"—those 
out-back parsons were the giants, giants 
in faith and good works. 

Though the telephone and the motor car 
have come, and though the present times 
seem so much .more prosaic, the work of 
the ministry out-back is always exacting 
in its demands, and sometimes dramatic 
in its nature. The " N e v e r - N e v e r " 
country, with its lonely selector, is still 
with us, only farther out, and the obliga
tion of taking to him the ministry of the 
Word and the Sacraments of the Gospel 
is still pressing. 

One piece of out-back ministry may be 
designated as the most daring ever car
ried out in Australia, and that is the min
istry of the B.C.A. Aeroplane and its 
padre-pilot, Rev. L. Daniels. Picture a 
t iny il M o t h " aeroplane, a structure of 
slender steel and wooden frame, bespread 
in greater part wTith a thin linen web, and 
equipped with a small four-cylinder en
gine; picture it 3,000 feet up in the air 
and driving through space at 80 miles an 
hour, bearing a minister of the Gospel, 
who must be pilot and mechanic all in 
one; picture it in some sudden tempest or 
in some unforeseen engine difficulty—then 
a realisation of the daring of this minis
t ry must certainly-x?ome ! home to the 
mind. And tha t is the ministry now 
being fulfilled out in the West Darling 
area of New South Wales in the name 
of the B.C.A. 

The story of this aeroplane work is 
eagerly sought by many in the cities, but 
the padre-pilot, who engaged in air ser
vice during the War, deems it to be of 
an ordinary character. We gather some
thing about the 'plane from others of the 
B.C.A. 
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I t is centred at Wilcannia, and from 
tha t points flights are undertaken to little 
townships northward, westward and south
ward. Take a map and locate Tiboo-
burra, White Cliffs, Menindie, Ivanhoe, 
and Tilpa. A line linking them all would 
enclose a tremendous circle of country. 
Now, to travel by Mission car to each of 
those places in turn, and to hold services, 
would take up some five weeks. During 
tha t time Wilcannia, the important centre, 
would be without Sunday services. Ee-
sort could be made to week-night services 
at tha t town, but such would be unsatis
factory, and witness of the Lord ' s Day is 
lost. But when the aeroplane is used, 
what is found? That the wiiole area, 
wTith its t iny townships, can be visited, 
stations and selections called on, services 
held, and the needs of Wilcannia, with 
our Hostel and its 33 boys and girls, met 
easily within a fortnight. I t is a con
vincing proof of the efficiency of the aero-
plane, and of its time-saving qualities, 
when a man can take lunch at Wilcannia 
and sit down rested and refreshed to an 
early tea at Tibooburra. In the Mission 
Van days, the Missioner gave himself a 
week—perhaps another; he had to be 
ready for sandhills, bogs, punctures, 
" blow-outs ," and all the other changes 
and chances of motoring. Or think of 
this! White Cliffs is 60 miles from Wil
cannia. Recently the padre, after ser
vice the night before at the former place, 
left at 7 a.m., and, favoured by a follow
ing wind, reached Wilcannia in time for 
breakfast at the Hostel. The aeroplane 
is doing great things! Our wonder is 
when shall we have a second machine? 

Are there any dangers in the work? 
Of course there are. That flight from 
White Cliffs to Wilcannia had only just 
been accomplished when a raging dust-
storm started up, and within half an hour 
visibility had completely disappeared. 
No wonder the pilot comments, " T h e 
finger of G o d ! " Again he says. " I was 
caught in a dust-storm between Menindie 
and Ivanhoe, but managed to effect a saf^ 
landing at the lat ter place in spite of 
f orty-miles-an-hour ^usts. The last 50 
miles I shall never fo rge t . ' ' 

So we set this great work before our 
readers. I t needs no further comment 
from us. Surely we can depend on the 
strong praying and solid interest of all! 

THE SYD1STEY ANNUAL RALLY. 

An Impression by "One of the Six 
Hundred. ' ' 

"Come early if you want a good seat! " 
the notice had said. I obeyed, and found 
that quite half an hour before official 
" s t a r t i n g t i m e " the best chairs were al
ready occupied. How cheering to sec. by 
7.45 p.m., almost six hundred eager folk 
gathered to hear the story of the year ' s 
work " o u t yonde r " ! 

One was specially struck by the number 
of young people present. Obviously the 
romance of the B.C.A. call has struck a 
responsive chord in the hearts of Aus
t r a l i a ' s youth. 

The Organising Secretary is to be con

gratulated on having secured the Cathedral 
Choir-boys to entertain the waiting 
crowds. Their fine rendering of num
bers, grave and gay, helped time to pass 
most pleasantly. 

I t was cheering and inspiring to have 
as Chairman His Grace the Archbishop, 
and to hear from his lips such words of 
interest and congratulation. By a stroke 
of fortune, the "Diocesan M a g a z i n e " of 
August, 1914, had been unearthed by Rev. 
S. J. Kirkby, who read therefrom some 
words of the Archbishop's letter, four
teen years ago, setting forth the needs 
of the Far West country and the oppor
tunities for service there. One felt glad 
tha t the B.C.A. had been raised up to 
meet needs and seize those opportunities. 

Brightness and optimism were the key
notes of the gathering. The singing was 
as hearty as B.C.A. singing always is. 
The audience was fortunate to have the 
leadership of Mr. E. Bragg at the piano. 

I t was refreshing to hear the testimony 
of Mr. W. J. Kessell, Under Secretary for 
Justice, concerning the Society's work. 
His frank, sympathetic, spiritual message, 
through which peeped a fine sense of hum
our, was a unique confirmation of the 
" worth-whileness" of B.C.A. endeavours. 

£25,000 in nine years! £600 first year 
—1928 probably £6,000! One rejoiced to 
hear tha t in the report read by Canon 
Langley. Surely the B.C.A. has come to 
stay! Twenty-seven workers in the field, 
ten in training—what promise of com
radeship, cheer, and Church fellowship for 
lonely men and women in days to come! 

The Organising Missioner has a knack 
of reaching one 's heart . At the Eally, he 
did it better than ever by w^ord and slide. 
The year ' s adventure, as he told it, has 
borne splendid fruit. The work lived 
before our eyes—thirty-three children in 
a Christian Hostel; hundreds of patients 
given healing—forty-five happy mothers 
with their little ones in one hospital 
alone; lonely families visited after lone 
neglect; the Sacraments of the Gospel 
brought to grateful recipients; brightness 
infused into dreary camps; a sense of 
God's presence rekindled in hearts grow
ing cold; the possibilities of " S k y P i l o t " 
Daniels ' work in the Mission Aeroplane; 
and the amazing pluck of the Sisters on 
the Van. I t was a rare t reat for us all. 

The Organising Missioner sprang a sur
prise on the meeting by tr iumphantly an
nouncing that of the £100 aimed at as 
'' Rally collection, ' ' £93 had already been 
received—from well-wishers who were un
able to at tend the meeting. I t did us 
all good to get such a challenge; and 
though many who had sent donations did, 
after all, manage to at tend the Rally in 
person, the audience sent in £65 more— 
a grand total of about £60 over the ob
jective. Well done, B.C.A.! 

Teachers tell us " t h e r e should be no 
impression without adequate expression." 
The impression was of a clamant need, 
an open door, an heroic adventure. May 
one pray that the adequate expression will 
be found in more constant prayer, more 
generous giving, more definite service, 
more regular endeavour to link others up 
with the magnificent work of the Bush 
Church Aid Society. 

AN APPEAL TO LADIES. 

The B.C.A. wants ten ladies in different 
districts or parishes to arrange each an 
American Tea or small garden Sale of 
Work before the end of the year, or 
special Drawing-room Meeting. In times 
past our friends have helped in this way, 
with happy results. The required effort 
does not entail the arduous work tha t a 
large central Sale of Work would involve, 
yet in the aggregate the interest and fin
ancial outcome is the same. In the clos
ing months of 1927 one local "Amer i can 
T e a " brought in £15, another £11, an
other £13. We want more. Can we 
depend on ten such efforts for the re
maining months of this year? 

The idea is simple, and probably known 
to all. You invite your friends to come 
to your home, and bring a gift and buy 
a gift. The invitations we are prepared 
to supply up to any number desired. We 
can go further; we can send' for sale a 
stock of novelties, including our much-
sought Christmas Calendars, which always 
find ready buyers. I t is amazing how 
returns grow, and at the end of the effort 
the worker or workers who have arranged 
it are surprised. 

Wri te to our office and tell us what 
you would like to do. Perhaps three or 
four ladies could group themselves into 
a small band and hold a Sale. This work 
would' be lightened, and interest spread. 
The* B.C.A. would give all help possible, 
and if due notice were giy^n, could ar
range for a representative to be present. 
We commend this appeal to our friends 
who want to take special share in this 
big Mission work, which we are seeking 
to do for Australia—our own land and 
our own people. 

POST AND RAILS. 

Have you paid your subscription to this 
paper'? Send 1/6 in postal note or 
stamps to our Headquarters Office, Bush 
Church Aid Society, Diocesan Church 
House, St. Andrew's Cathedral, George 
Street, Sydney. 

* • # * 
A suggestion to our friends in New 

South Wales. The ladies of St. John's 
Church, Parramatta, arrange frequent 
Jumble Sales for the B.C.A. These ef
forts are productive of very substant ial 
assistance to our funds. Greater things 
could be done if friends in other suburbs 
of Sydney, or even in the country, sent 
parcels of clothing suitable for such Sales. 
Many have already done this, and to them 
we are most thankful / Wil l you, when 
you are clearing out your wardrobe, re
member us? Make up a parcel or a sack 
and forward it to Mrs, H. W. Granger, 
c/o St. John's Hall, Parramattta. Send 
a card advising dispatch. Parcels may 
be also left at our Headquarters Office at 
the Church House, but must be specially 
marked as suggested. This is an impor
tant undertaking. Please keep it in 
mind. 

* * * * 
Readers will also be glad to know that 

a Luncheon and Afternoon Tea-room is 
conducted at St. John ' s Parish Hall every 
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Fr iday by the ladies. Visitors to the 
historic town should not fail to go there, 
as well to make a purchase at a special 
produce stall. Proceeds are devoted to 
the Bush Church Aid. 

* * * • 
We earnestly beg subscribers to our 

paper to notify us of any change of ad
dress. Complaints of non-delivery some
times come to us, and on investigation 
we find tha t the desired notification has 
not been sent us. Please do not depend 
on the post office to re-address your paper. 
When wri t ing us, also furnish your old 
address as well as your new. I t helps 
us. 

We have been great ly cheered by the 
readiness of Kectors and Churchwardens 
to give opportunity to the Organising 
Missioner to tell the story of B.C.A. 
Many have helped, and in all cases sub
stant ial gifts to our work have resulted. 

To readers who wish to hear of a J 
private convalescent home, we can j 
confidently recommend "Teurong," i 
Campbell Street, Eastwood, N.S.W., ] 
conducted by Sister Harvey, j 
A.T.N.A. ('Phone: Ryde 663.) f 
Mrs. Harvey is the widow of the | 
late Rev. F. W. Harvey, whose work j 
at Wilcannia under the B.C.A. will I 
ever be held in remembrance. 

Perhaps two Churches may be mentioned 
•—All Sain ts ' , Woollahra, where over £200 
was given; and St. Augustine 's , Neutral 
Bay, where the retir ing offertories, etc., 
reached just on £65. 

Again our friends have helped us by 
special afternoon meetings. We desire 
to give best thanks to the following:— 
Mrs. L. Clapham, of Wahroonga; Mrs. 
Sharp, of Eastwood; Mrs. Dixon Hudson, 
of Hurstvi l le; and Women's Guild at St. 
John's, Beecroft. At the last two gath
erings gifts of groceries for our Chil
d ren ' s Hostel were received—a wonderful 
supply in each place, together with gener
ous donations. Mrs. Lawrence, of Bex-
ley, arranged a happy Tennis Afternoon, 
and Sister Kathleen was able to tell all 
present the story of our work. 

• • • • 
The Rector and officers of St. Augus

t ine ' s , Stanmore, have had our work in 
generous remembrance. Recently they 
installed a new organ in their Church. 
The old instrument, with years of efficient 
usefulness before it, has been given to 
the Society for its out-back work. There 
is real encouragement in a gift like that , 
and we thank them. 

Among our cheering helpers are Mr. and 
Mrs. H. G. Shelley, of Enfield, who for a 
considerable time past have supplied us 
with a great and varied assortment of 
hospital bandages. The happy feature 
about their gift is tha t they make and 
roll the bandages themselves—a labour of 
love indeed. Our grateful appreciations 
go out to them. 

" T h e Real A u s t r a l i a n " needs and de
serves your best support. Have you paid 
your subscription? Have you induced 
someone else to be a subscriber? We 
need all your help. 

31 ^ ^ % 

If the kind friend who sent us a postal 
note from Walcha on August 1 happens 
to see this—many thanks! The enclosure 
carried no name or address, so we could 
not make due acknowledgment. Please 
write. 

$ $ $ $ 
The appeal of our medical work is as 

strong as ever, and always secures liberal 
response. Our thanks are due to Miss 
Mcintosh, of Nicholson Street, Chats-
wood, for a most useful parcel of appli
ances for the hospitals. 

* * * * 
A worthy contribution to the success of 

our Rally was made by the bright and 
expressive singing of the Choir-boys of 
St. Andrew's Cathedral. We are deeply 
grateful to the Cathedral Organist, Mr. 
Beckett , and to the boys, for a well-chosen 
programme, which provided a splendid 
" p r e l i m i n a r y " to the meeting proper. 
I t is good to know tha t the Precentor of 
St. Andrew's Cathedral, Rev. G. M. 
Seareey, and Mr. Beckett have kindly ar
ranged tha t the whole Choir will give a 
concert on behalf of B.C.A. in the Chapter 
House on a date in November yet to be 
fixed. Friends of the Society will look 
forward to this musical t reat . 

* * * • 
Our Book Stall stock is increasing. Be

side the several publications which we 
have had on sale at our office for some 
time past, we now have:— 

"On the Wool Track," by Captain Bean, 
the well-known Australian war historian. 
This book gives a splendid account of the 
country and conditions in the Fa r West 
of New South Wales. '' Real Aust ra l ian ' ' 
readers who> know something of the B.C.A. 
work in the West Darling Mission will ap
preciate this volume. I t affords a fine 
insight into the great wool-raising indus
try, and gives much of the lore of the 
r e a l ' ' out-back. ' ' Price is only 2/6, cloth 
cover. 

' 'The Trans-Australian Wonderland," by 
Mr. A. G. Bolam, tha t fascinating volume 
dealing with the weird creatures, curious 
conditions to be found towards the centre 
of our continent and along the great East-
West Railway, is now published in an en
larged sixth volume. Every Australian 
should read this volume, and send it to 
an English friend. Pr ice: 2/6 paper cover, 
3/6 cloth. 

"The Tale of Bluey Wren," by Neville 
Cayley. A delightful lit t le sketch (illus
t ra ted) of one of our charming Australian 
birds. Suitable for children. Price 1/6, 
paper cover. 

"We of the Never Never," by Mrs. 
Aeneas Gunn. A real classic of the far 
out-back. Still sought after and read by 
hundreds. Slightly abridged edition only 
obtainable. In stiff paper cover, 1/9. 

1 'Little Black Princess," by Mrs. 
Aeneas Gunn. Companion volume to fore
going. Same style, 1/9. 

"Coo-ee Talks," by " B r i n g a " (W. 
Robertson). The latest publication, giving 

a remarkable picture of life among the 
Australian blacks. ' ' Bringa ' ' knows the 
aboriginal as few others in Australia do, 
and his book contains a wealth of infor
mation wri t ten in popular style, yet with 
scientific accuracy. This book makes a 
great present for a growing boy. Pub
lished price, 12/6. I t is worth it! 

"Family Prayer," compiled by Rev. A. 
Law, D.D., of St. John ' s , Toorak, will be 
found helpful. Price, 1/-. 

"Evangelical Sermons, by a Layman." 
An excellent little volume containing ser
mon messages full of the Gospel. To Lay 
Readers and others this little collection is 
w^armly commended. Price, 1/6. 

"The Dawning of that Day." by Rev. 
H. G. J. Howe, of Gladesville. A study 
of Second Advent Doctrine. In paper 
covers, 1/-. 

We need hardly remind our readers that 
in all cases the profits on the sale of the 
foregoing are devoted to our work. 

A Happy Idea.—The Kindergarten staff 
of St. Pau l ' s , Chatswood, recently ar
ranged a B.C.A. Bir thday Par ty . Friends 
were invited to bring with them in a neat 
l i t t le bag (which accompanied the invita
tion) as many coins as there were years 
to their credit. I t w^as a cheerful gath
ering, and Sister Kathleen, of the B.C.A. 
Mission Van, who told the story of the 
work, lighted the nine candles on the 
B.C.A. bi r thday cake. The result of the 
par ty w^as a sum of over £10. Here is 
an example for other folk to follow. 

• * % • 
The Randwick H.O.M. Circle has always 

been to the fore in good works. At its 
annual meeting held on September 6, it 
was disclosed tha t since its inception a 
sum of £70 had been raised for the work 
at the Ceduna Hospital. The Circle is 
keen to continue its useful activities, and 
proposes to give help to the Penong Hos
pital, where Sister Barclay is at work. 
Opportunity was taken at the annual meet
ing to hold a Grocery Afternoon, and a 
fine supply was sent in for Penong. 
Thanks will always be due to Mr. and 
Mrs. W. K. Percival, whose home and hos
pi tal i ty mean so much to the success of 
the Circle. * * * * 

I t was indeed cheering to receive copies 
of parish papers showing the readiness of 
the clergy to advertise and give promin
ence to our Rally. This co-operation pro
mises to help us achieve great things. 
Thanks to all clergy who have given our 
work this stimulus. 

Amongst the acknowledgments of gifts 
of books for our work, we must specially 
mention a fine Bible suitable for Church 
use, forwarded to us per the Australian 
Board of Missions. Many thanks to the 
good donor. 

Three ladies of St. Augustine 's Church, 
Neutral Bay—Mrs. W. R. Sayers, Mrs. P. 
Taylor, and Mrs. F. Corkhill—arranged an 
American Tea for the B.C.A. during Sep
tember. A handsome return of £28 was 
handed in. We are deeply grateful for 
this help, and not the least to Mrs. Sayers, 
whose home in North Sydney was open 
for the occasion. 
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Under the direction of Mrs. Sydney 
Bmith, junr., the Tennis Club of St. Pau l ' s , 
•Chatswood, arranged a most successful 
^Grocery Afternoon. Gifts and donations 
represented substantial assistance to our 

iback-country work, and we are cheered. 

SISTERS' MISSION VAN. 
The Van by which so much fine work 

I has been done during the past two and 
.a half years has been renovated and re-
commissioned, and on or about October 6 
will leave Sydney for an extensive itiner-

:ary in the Armidale Diocese. The Yen. 
Archdeacon Forster, administrator of tha t 
diocese, has given cordial welcome to the 
Van, and already clergy have notified 
their desire to have the Sisters take up 
wTork. Sister Kathleen Northeott and 
"Miss E. Cheers will be associated in this 
'ministry, and we are confident that the 
"best tradit ions of our Van ministry "will 
be maintained. I t is expected tha t the 
.journey will take the Sisters up to the 
'Queensland border, so we ask all B.C.A. 
friends to be helpers together with the 
\Sisters in prayers and gifts. From time 
to t ime reports of this work will appear 
in " T h e Real Aus t ra l i an . " May God 
•graciously keep the workers from all 
perils of travel, and give them a joyful 
'•entrance into many hearts and homes. 

ALL IN THE DAY'S WORK ! 

Some of us here in Sydney pity our
selves and each other because of our 
tremendous over-load of bustling activity. 
Tt would seem, however, as if one must 
ĝo to Cann River as a Bush Nurse in order 

t o realise that " a woman's work is never 
d o n e . " Here is some last minute news 
from Sister Audrey Spence. 

" A t the beginning of August I decided 
to pay a visit to Genoa—as the fire tha t 
Tiad raged for several weeks in Cann had 
•abated—to give the Genoa district folk 
a chance to need the nurse! 

" 'Twas a delightful 34-miles ride 
along the Pr ince 's Highway—all big 
trees and hills and valleys—and Genoa 
itself, only ten miles from the border, is 
-a t iny settlement nestling in the valley, 
with hills all around—a most picturesque 
'spot. 

" M y first work here was to bring a 
beautiful baby girl into the world—my 
first Bush baby and namesake—one of 
seven children, the eldest ten years old. 
T h e next day three of the children went 
to bed with ' 'flu' and bad colds, so I 
simply rushed from daylight until dark 
t ry ing to care for three sick children, a 
mother, a new baby, two mites running 
round, and father coming home from work 
tired and hungry, with only a sixteen-
year-old country girl as help! Fortun
ately, for the two first nights baby was 
docile, and we all slept; but later she 
became very cross, and the mother un
happily developed complications, unfore
seen and unavoidable, which necessitated 
her going to hospital at once—Pambula, 
60 miles away. 

" W h a t was to be done? There were 
neighbours with whom the children might 
be left—but they had families of their 
own, and wexe busy folk.; so while I took 

mother to Pambula in a car I managed 
to borrow, father minded the children. 

" I came back at 5.30 p.m.. to * mother ' 
them, my head just aching for bed, con
sequent upon two sleepless nights and 
much worry. But there was a message 
here for me: l Could you possibly come to 
see our litt le boy, who is very i l l 'P I 
put the two babes to bed (the other chil
dren were now well again) , and set off 
to see the sick lad half a mile away. 

" H e was really very ill—a surgical case 
—and had to be packed off to Orbost to 
the doctor. On the way home from tha t 
t r ip, I met two other folk seeking advice, 
and on finally reaching the cottage, more 
asleep than awake, found wait ing for me 
a small boy with a sprained wrist. How
ever, it was a good day ' s work, and it 
ended there! 

" N o w the mother is progressing fav
ourably, the children are quite recovered, 
and baby grows dearer every day—but 
still 'p lays up ? at night! We are quite 
a happy, though still busy family—seven 
children make some feeding, washing, 
cleaning, etc.! 

" T h e rest of my district has remained 
fairly well, so I have been able to stay 
here with an easy conscience, especially 
as 'flu and severe colds have been raging 
in the Genoa district among the children; 
and I have been able to attend to them, 
too. 

" N e x t week I hope to get back to Cann 
River for a few days, and then go on to 
Combienbar, 34 miles from headquarters, 
to see the folk in tha t part . They are 
fine, and most appreciative, and one is 
able to ta lk to them of their spiritual 
wants as well as to help them in their 
physical n e e d s . " 

IS YOUR NAME WRITTEN T H E R E ? 

Below we furnish a list of names of 
those who have paid in their subscriptions 
to " T h e Real Austral ian '" during the past 
quarter. To them all we give hear ty 
thanks. 

We ask our readers to help us by 
prompt payment of their dues. If a sub
scription form is enclosed herewith, please 
take i t as our respectful intimation of the 
fact tha t the time of payment lias come 
round again. We beg people to have our 
needs in mind. Too many allow months 
to pass by without a payment., Some fail 
in the end to pay it all. We never like 
to remove anyone from our mailing list; 
nevertheless it is disappointing to find 
some friends of the B.C.A. careless in the 
simple mat ter of sending us eighteen 
pence a year as their subscription., We 
again ask the question as we commend the 
list below to your perusal: Is your name 
wri t ten there? 

Send your eighteen pence in postal note 
or stamps to the Bush Church Aid Society 
Office, St. Andrew's Cathedral, George 
Street, Sydney. Don' t forget to furnish 
your address, and if you have changed it 
since last payment, please furnish both old 
and new addresses. 

Mrs. E. Chappell, Miss Campbell, Miss 
I. Jordan, Mrs. MeKellar. Mrs., Hoy., Miss 
I. Jenkins, T. C. l i t t le . B. Peach'ey, Miss 

Larkin, Miss Lamsden, Mrs. Cornwell, 
Miss Steinbeck, Miss R. Bailey, Mrs. 
Simms, Mrs. Skowronnek, Mrs. Wardlow, 
Miss Dickson, E. Mansell, Miss E. White, 
Miss R, Thomas, Miss Smith, W. B. Chen-
nells, A, J . Nash, Miss Bain, Mrs. Formby, 
Mrs, Ashby, Miss E. Yeoman, Miss Ken-
way, Miss J. Stanton Cook, Mrs. E. 
Barker, W. H. Thwaites, Mrs. H. Burns, 
W. Hain, Miss I . Hood, I . D. Crawford, 
Mrs. Young, Miss D. Walker, Miss Lewen-
stein, Deaconess Doyle, Miss A. Wilkins, 
Miss N. Oxley, Mrs. J . Wilson, Mrs. B. 
Hall, Miss M. Farmer, Sister Huxtable, 
Miss Asteles, Gwen Kerle, Mr. Nash, R. 
Verey, Miss E. Pollock, Miss E. Jones, 
Miss Burgess, Miss Tremlett, N. Strange, 
H. C. Byrnes, Mrs. Pogue, J . Myat t , Mrs. 
Dickson, Mrs. Olive, Mrs. Pri tchard, Miss 
A. Brush, Mrs. Lamplough, Mrs. King, 
Mrs. Ingram, Miss Capel, E. Goodman, R. 
E. Shelley, Miss M. G. Hopkins, Mrs. W. 
Coopes, Mrs. J . Neveson, Misses E. and 
J. Pr i tchard, A. F . Chippendall, Thelma 
Bates, Mrs. Armstrong, P . S. Tapp, Miss 
D. Cuthbert, C. L. Price, Jean Helman, 
S. M. Goard, Mrs. A. E. Marsh, Mrs. Tom-
linson, Mrs. Yell and, Miss Starkey, Mrs. 
R. Newcombe, Miss Short, Mrs. K. G. 
Hall, W. Roser, Miss Hunter, Mrs. Living
stone, J, Enmark, Elsa Lindsay, Mira 
Mullens, J. S. Heslop, Miss Bullard, Mrs. 
Hurry, Mrs. Gilby, Mrs. Hodgetts , Miss 
Bennison, Mrs. Mitchell, Miss E. Reeve, 
Miss G, Cook, St. Anne 's , Ryde, Miss I . 
Wright, Mrs. R. Hassall, S. M. Goard, R. 
S. McLanes, Miss D. Smart, R. Porter , 
junr,, G, Blackett , A. W. Newman, Mr. 
Gilbspie, Mrs. H. Henstock, Mrs. C. W. 
Waltham, Mrs. Child, Mrs. Mcintosh, Miss 
A. F . Watkins, G. Lindsay, Mrs. Virtue, 
Miss Sharp, Mrs. J . G. Black, Mrs. A. E. 
Heinrieh, Mrs. Coxon, Miss C. Alanson, 
Miss Campbell, Mrs. Williams, Miss 
Scroder, Miss Gill, R. M. Shelley, Mrs. 
Grierson, Mrs. Finch, Mrs. Jones, Miss E. 
Robinson, Rev. H. T. Fowler, Mrs. Dent, 
B , M. Gorfin, Miss F . King, Rev. G. N. 
McDonnell, Mrs. E. Lamb,1 Mrs. Turtle, 
Mrs, V. Broadhead, Mrs. A. Jenkin, Miss 
R. Parker , John D. Read, Miss Knight , 
0. W. Kemmis, Mrs. Nicholas, Mrs. T. N. 
Griffin, Mrs. G. H; Moore, Mrs. Damiel, 
L. A. Forsyth, Mrs. Dyball, H. Stokes, 
A. D. G. Sands, Mrs. Hounsell, Mrs. R. V. 
Matthews, A. J. Seymour, Mrs. Moffett, 
Miss M". Brown, H. F. Aleock, Miss Craig, 
Miss Smith, E. Richards, Miss Nicholson, 
Miss M. Parson, Miss Baverstock, Miss E. 
Pardew, E, Livermore, Miss Trenery, Rev. 
S. B.. M'ontgomerie, Miss Slade, Miss 
Jessop, Mrs. Wheeler, senr., Arthur Short, 
Mrs. Forbes. Stanley Horn, A. E. Parker , 
J . Hitchell, Mrs. Girdler, Mrs. Trevillan, 
Mrs. Thurston, Mrs. A. Cook, P. Andrews, 
Miss Turnbull, Mrs. M. Dight, Miss 
Houghton, W. Moin, Mrs. Saunders, Miss 
Kemp, Mr. Walton, Mrs. McBroon, Miss 
J. M. Doak, Mrs. Woodward, Mrs. Lowe, 
Mrs, Pont, Miss Haviland, Miss MacLoud, 
Mrs, Musgrove, Mrs. Harrigan, Miss Price, 
Mrs. Fisher, R, C. Kerr, Miss Z. McNair, 
Mrs. Davidson, W. Wheeler, Mrs. Nash, 
J, H. Church, Miss Barnwell, Mrs. Pullen, 
Mrs. Roser, Miss Pollock, V. Everi t t , Mrs. 
Steele, E. Perry, Mrs, Littrel , Mrs. Howe, 
Mrs, Harrum ; Miss M. Harris, E. Coogan, 
A. L. Pankhurst , Mrs, F. W. Simeocks, 
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Miss E. Spies, A. J. Henwood, K. Holder, 
Miss D. Reed, W. Chappie, Miss A. 
Chappie, T. Wat ts , Bishop of Willochra, 
Miss M. Rainsford, Miss Fitzholding, Mr. 
Nugent, Mrs. E. Skinner, A. Alison, 
Sergt, Peters, Rev. W. J. Owens, Miss M. 
Hardy, Mrs. Baker, Mrs. E. Bailey, Miss 
M. McKinven, Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. McKay, 
C. Hungerford, Mrs. Merchant, Mrs. 
Wood, Mrs. Magill, Mrs. A. Smith, W. J. 
Oswald, Rev. W. V. Gurnett , Mrs. Mosley. 

PIRST IMPRESSIONS OF PENONG. 

Mr. T. R. Fleming sends us a racy .ac
count of some aspects of the life, con
ditions, and possibilities in the Society's 
South Australian fields:— 

Penong is at the western limit of the 
West Coast Railway, and to those who 
are fond of railway travell ing this journey 
may be sincerely recommended as afford
ing quanti ty, if not quality. The official 
time-table for the one train per week 
" e s t i m a t e s ' ' the time for the last por
tion of the trip—some 50 miles, Ceduna 
to Penong—as four and a half hours; but 
a reliable witness has known the t rain 
to arrive three hours la te! Mercifully, 
the writer wras spared this ordeal. 

Leaving Sydney on Saturday, Mr. Gee 
and I arrived in Adelaide on the Mon
day, only to leave by boat the same even
ing for Port Lincoln. We did appreciate 
the comfortable bed on the ship tha t 
n ight ; had we known wdiat lay before us, 
our appreciation w^ould have been re
doubled. However ! 

On Tuesday morning we left Port Lin
coln by rail at 11.15 a.m.—schedule time, 
11 a.m.—and the memory of tha t journey 
will never die. One who has never be
fore beheld Mallee scrub, seeing only oc
casional sidings during a t r ip of 19^ hours 
through 270 miles of i t—what time the 
jolting of the vehicle makes sleeping or 
reading impossible—may be pardoned for 
being seized with an actual loathing of 
the sight of it. Yet tha t journey had 
one compensation—we stopped in the 
middle of the night to open a dog gate 
across the line, and the idea is still a 
source of .amusement. • 

But as all good things—and things and 
hot so good—come to an end, we arrived 
safely at Ceduna, where two interesting 
days were put in, and where we had the 
pleasure of meeting B.C.A. workers; for 
this was Mr. Gee 's destination, and we 
were welcomed by Rev. A. E. Hodgson, 
the Missioner, and the staff of the B.C.A. 
Hospital. 

On the second day, however, Mr. Kem-
mis, whom I was to relieve, arrived to 
t ake me on with him; and in his com
pany came Sister Bazeley—so tha t night 
there was a gathering of the forces at the 
Hospital. 

My first glimpse of Penong came at 
night ; and such is the irony of i t t ha t 
the first object to arrest my at tent ion was 
the cemetery. Then came the lights of 
Penong—the lamp outside the hotel. 

The sight of the li t t le Church here glad
dened one's hear t ; and Sunday by Sun
day the privilege of ministering here has 
brought many joys, though not unmixed 
-with disappointments. Penong, however, 

is only a beginning, for the next 70 miles 
west have also to be regularly patrolled, 
and occasional visits made much farther 
afield. 

Situated 44 miles from Penong is a 
l i t t le schoolroom, the inside measurements 
of which are 14 ft. 6 ins. by 11 ft. 6 ins., 
and in this building, the school for Tallala 
(our Home), one has seen twenty people 
crushed on a hot summer afternoon, with 
the mercury at 106- degress in the shade, 
to hear the wonderful story of Jesus and 
His love; and if ever a service cheered 
the heart of an out-back worker, it is the 
service held in tha t room. 

Travelling eleven miles south from Tal
lala, one reaches the li t t le coastal town
ship of Fowler 's Bay, on the Great Aus
tralian Bight. A large but crude hall 
is here at our disposal for services; but 
the forms are at present mere planks on 
petrol cases. The population is painfully 
small, and the work of the ministry hard. 
Yet even this place has its happy associa
tions, for here one meets an old couple 
who hail from Bendigo, and who have been 
over forty years on the West Coast; and 
if one should fail to visit them, one would 
be told about i t next time. A visit is 
always hailed with delight, and a happy 
time of fellowship follows. Then there 
are two young people here who have a 
desire for things spiritual, and who, one 
feels, are—in the Master ' s w^ords—"not 
far from the Kingdom. ' ' 

Thus the round goes. Disappointments % 
Yes—many; but also, and well worth all 
the cost, wonderful opportunities of point
ing the wTay to Him Who satisfies every 
longing, our beloved Redeemer. 

In closing, one ought to mention the 
terrible pli'ght of the Coast. Only about 
tw^o inches of rain have fallen here, with 
the resultant death of much stock and the 
almost ut ter ruin of the wheat harvest. 
To many of these pioneers the blow will 
be heavy. May I then appeal for your 
prayers for their great material as well 
as spiritual needs? This is real work for 
the Master, and if you have not the op
portunity of service in person, yours in
deed is, the great privilege of upholding 
the work of God's Kingdom in prayer. 

T. R. P . 

A NEW RECRUIT'S FIRST TASTE. 

" W e are very near Ca'nn River now, 
S i s t e r ! " I looked around at the beauty 
of the Croajingolong bush—the towering 
gums, the watt le trees, the fir and ferns 
at their feet. The quietness and fresh
ness of it all brought rest and peace in
deed, after the turmoil of the city. Dur
ing the 80-mile drive from Eden we had 
met only two carts, two lorries, and a 
solitary motor car; and on the road from 
Genoa—30 miles or more—passed one 
house and a bark humpy: and this was 
the very road tha t Miss Reece travelled 
on her pony! 

Was it really true tha t so soon I was 
to meet her, and to see for myself the 
little Church which is the visible sign of 
the great work tha t has been done in this 
outpost of our Church % As we went down 
the hill I could see on the left four new 
houses, which the Roads Board have built 

for their workmen; then the store, andf 

at the very bottom, St. John ' s Church. 
One could not but recognise it as a 
liHouse of God . " Behind it, just vis
ible, stands the school, built only twelve* 
months ago; and at the cross-roads a fine 
new hotel, fast nearing completion. I t 
was quite a little township, the begin
nings of wmat may one day be a prosper
ous centre; and the Church is there, ready 
to welcome and eager to help. 

My heart sank a li t t le when I found 
tha t Miss Reece was to take my place 
in the service car; and after spending 
just half an hour with her, I was taken 
by a kind friend to the litt le cottage, 
where I had my first experience of Bush-
housekeeping. I had a great deal t a 
learn, and before the first week was over 
my heart was filled with a great admira
tion for the splendid women who had won 
through under far greater difficulties. I t 
was my privilege to meet many wTho had 
been the pioneers of this district; and as-
one listened to the tales of loneliness and 
hardship, one thanked God tha t for them, 
those times were past : and I longed to 
push out to those who are still shut off 
from the companionship of others, and' to 
tell them of the Friend from Whose love-
no distance can separate. 

My first Sunday was a day ever to be-
remembered. In the afternoon we had 
Sunday School; the children—even tiny-
tots of four years—had all learned thei r 
texts, and remembered well the lesson o f 
the previous Sunday. At 3 p.m. the-
grown-ups came, and we had a beautiful 
service. There prevailed a feeling of" 
true devotion and worship, which enabled 
one to forget self and really enjoy lead
ing them in prayer and praise. After 
tea, I saddled the pony for a nine-mile-
ride to Noorinbee North. I t was a very 
dark night, lit by no moon. I had trav
ersed only about four miles of the road' 
by daylight, but arrangements had been 
made for a boy to meet me at the school 
with a lantern, to prevent my riding past. 
But the pony had plans of his ow n̂f 
After finding the gate in the dark, I got 
him out on the road; then we had an 
argument for a quarter of an hour, and 
unfortunately I lost. I • could not even-
get one foot in the stirrup, and had to* 
take him back again. I then wheeled" 
out Mr. Nash ' s push-bike; but tha t was: 
too high, and would not be lowered. 
With a dreadful feeling of failure, I 
walked in to Cann River to 'phone tha t 
the service was cancelled, and heard, to* 
my great relief, that a message had been 
sent asking people along the road to stop-
me, as the paddocks were under water, 
and there would be no congregation. 

The next week-end we were shut off by-
floods, and could hold only the Cann River 
service, and had to wade even to that in 
" g u m b o o t s . " 

During the last two weeks of my visit 
the weather was beautiful, and, with the» 
help of a gir l ' s bicycle, I was able in 
school hours to visit most of the people* 
within nine miles of the Church. Un
fortunately, I proved a very poor horse
woman, so Mr. Nash kindly saved me the-
long distances hj going out on his motor 
cycle?—which neverr -would', complete m 
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journey without going wrong in some 
part, once leaving him stranded over a 
mile from his tent about 1 a.m., after a 
40-mile ride. He is looking forward to 
using the car that has been promised for 
t h a t district. 

The nearest doctor is 60 miles from 
Cann Eiver, so tha t i t was with great 
joy that we learned Sister Spence was on 
her way to carry on the splendid work 
of Sister Agnes. Several patients were 
waiting for her, and she was soon at work 
winning lier way into homes and hearts, 
labouring with a keen sense of the re
sponsibility of her task—a responsibility 
which only the knowledge of the guidance 

o f the Divine Healer enables her to meet. 
What impressed me most was the kind

ness and hospitality of the people. Wher
ever one went a certain welcome was 
waiting, and a meal or bed if needed. A 
splendid people they are to work among, 
and one feels sure tha t they are laying 
"the foundation of a Church which will be 
u great blessing in the days to come. 

There seems just one outstanding need 
—a hall or club-room, with facilities for 
games for the number of young men em
ployed on the farms around. At present 
there is no place where they can gather, 
except the litt le hotel, and no diversion 
but an occasional dance at the small 

•schoolroom to occupy their evenings. 
SISTER KATHLEEN. 

THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE B.C.A. 
SOCIETY FOR 1927. 

(Extracts only.) 
In presenting the report for 1927, the 

Oouncil ventures humbly to give all praise 
to God for the work which it has been 
enabled to do. I t is greatly encouraged 
to find that many in the Church are com
ing to understand the ideals which the 
Society has adopted and the spirit of 
Christian service in which it seeks to do 
its work. For no other than the Cross 
o f Christ is it engaged in definite minis
t ry, proud to be regarded as Evangelical 
Churchmen, and feeling tha t it has a 
work to do as such which no one else can 
do. The variety of its ministry has cer
ta inly made it a t t ract ive, and the splendid 
response of young men and of some young 
women gives sure reason to believe tha t 
its ministry will not easily come to an 
end. I t thus commends the following 
detailed notices to all supporters. 

THE WEST DARLING MISSION. 

In this ra ther difficult area the Rev. W. 
R. Brown has continued in charge, taking 
the place of the Rev. L. Daniels. Mr. 
Brown has put the Society under consid
erable debt to him by the splendid help 
which he has given in the matter of ad
ditions to and renovations of our Hospital 
buildings. Owing to his personal labour, 
the Society has occasion to be proud of 
the Hospital, where such valuable work 
is being done; furthermore, Mr. Brown 
has kept in touch with lonely and distant 
townships, and so the work of the Church 
has been well maintained. 

Sister Agnes McGregor has now com
pleted over a year of service as Bush 
Deaconess, and already from many quar
ters we have had testimony to , the worth 

of woman 7s work in that area. I t should 
be known tha t Sister Agnes is the first 
Deaconess ever to undertake such a minis
t ry in the Far West of New South Wales. 
Travel and visitation make a great de
mand upon the faith and courage of the 
Sister, and we are hopeful that in good 
time she will be furnished with a motor 
car, which will make her work less strenu
ous and more inspiring. 

I t is interesting to know tha t by the 
time this report is published, the *B.C.A. 
Aeroplane, with Rev. L. Daniels as the 
B.C.A. Padre-Pilot, will be in full flying 
commission, and so a' new chapter of Aus
tralian Home Mission work will be com
menced. 

WILLOCHRA DIOCESE. 
Eyre ' s Peninsula.—For 1927 we had the 

capable and earnest ministry of the Rev. 
B. B. Lousada. Prior to this, Mr. Lou-
sada had rendered worthy help in an
other area; but his work in the Peninsula 
has carried singular blessing from God. 
He has been able to open up new centres, 
as well also set before the people a very 
splendid witness for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 

In our Far West Mission in this im
mense area, stretching as it does on to 
the West Australian border and including 
the ministry along the great East-West 
Railway, we have had three men at work 
—the Rev. F . H. B. Dillon and Messrs. 
C. Kemmis and J. Vaughan. I t is the 
first year in which we have had three 
men in this area, but we feel tha t all 
tha t they have done has justified our 
venture. Mr. Dillon superintended the 
whole area as Priest-in-charge, and has 
been able to maintain regular and fre
quent services in places only occasionally 
touched when one man alone was in 
charge. 

CROAJINGALONG MISSION. 
In this somewhat romantic area Miss 

Reece and Sister Agnes, the Nurse, still 
carry on their much appreciated ministry. 
The women in particular know^ the value 
of having two Christian workers in their 
midst who possess such qualities. Miss 
Reece does her work as a real labour of 
love, and her ministry finds welcome both 
for the homes of the settlers and the 
place where they meet for worship. 
Sister Agnes would be greatly helped in 
her work if she had a small hospital; as 
there is no Doctor over sixty miles off, 
such becomes practically impossible. 

Mr. W. J. Fleming, who is our Mis-
sioner, left early in the year to enter 
Ridley College, and carried with him the 
best wishes of the people and the solid' 
appreciations of the Society. He went 
to the work as a new chum, but he car
ried out his duties like a veteran. He 
has been succeeded by the Rev. Clifford 
John Nash, who came to our help in a 
time of most urgent need. Mr. Nash has 
followed on the good lines of Mr. Flem
ing, and so the Church in Croajingalong 
has the Gospel preached to it. 

CEDUNA-THEVENARD HOSPITAL. 
Here we have one of the brightest 

pieces of work being done by the Society, 
hitherto managed by Matron Percival, 
who was the first Nurse tq undertake work 

for us in this district. Clearly she laid 
the foundations well, and has commended 
the B.C.A. to the whole community round 
about. She has been ably assisted by 
Sister Quine, and then more lately by 
Sister Noller, of Par ramat ta . So in this 
way the Gospel of the Good Samaritan has 
been wonderfully preached. 

Figures do not represent work. I t is 
interesting to know that some 170 pati
ents passed through this Hospital, and 
tha t included amongst them we counted 
forty-five materni ty cases. I t is a great 
record to find t h a t ; t h e r e was no mortal i ty 
amongst the la t ter cases. 

We might jus t here regard the changes 
tha t have taken place at the close of 1927. 
Matron Percival submitted her resigna
tion after two and a half yea r s ' work. 
The Society has already expressed its ap
preciation, and rejoices in her marriage 
to the Rev. F. H. B. Dillon. Sister Quine 
also resigned in order to be married, and 
so we lost her valuable "services. Satis
factory arrangements were made, and the 
Society now has Sister Saxby as Matron, 
Sister Taylor as an assistant, and we 
might include Sister Morris, who volun
teered to join the others for 1928. These 
women still maintain the high character 
of real Christian services. 

PENONG NURSING CENTRE. 
Responding to an appeal sent by the 

local Committee, the Society located 
Sister Bazeley as B.C.A. Nurse for this 
distant area. Already she has captured 
the interest and support of the people, a n d ' 
though as yet she has no hospital proper, 
nevertheless she finds her days very busy 
in at tending to the nursing' needs of the 
people in this furthermost area along the 
Bight. We have posted Sister Bazeley 
there as a Donkin Memorial Nurse. She 
has been wonderfully helped by Dr. 
Chambers, who, in January, 1927, ac
cepted the suggestion of our Society, pro
ceeded to Penong, and there has opened -
up private medical practice. Dr. Cham- -
bers has been a source of inspiration to 
us, as well also a great help for the work 
of the Church. I t is gratifying to know 
tha t the people of this district now have 
on foot a movement for the erection of 
a hospital building, __ which, when com
pleted, will be handed over to the B.C.A. 
free of rent. What better testimony to 
the worth of this work could be desired? 

To this Par West Mission we also sent 
Miss E. Matthews, who desired to render 
Christian service as Deaconess at least 
for a time in a voluntary capacity. We 
shall always be grateful to Miss Matthews 
for pioneering work in this respect, and 
was sorry indeed to lose her on account 
of marriage to a gentleman who has since 
become a B.C.A. student. 

MUNGINDI DISTRICT. 
Early in 1927, and following on an ap

peal by the Bishop of Armidale, we sent 
the Rev. H. C. Felton, who had been 
trained by the Society, to the district of 
Mungindi, on the Queensland border. Mr. 
Felton was accompanied by Mrs. Felton, 
and together they undertook the task, 
which meant the re-opening of the Church 
after it had been closed down for ten 
months, and the general development of 
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a definite Christian ministry in tha t very 
distant area. They have both succeeded 
in winning the esteem of all the folk in 
the district by reason of a faithful 
ministry. 

WILCANNIA HOSTEL. 
This piece of work deserves a section 

in itself, for the past year has seen most 
encouraging growth in the numbers resi
dent, as well in the general interest of 
people round about. We have had a re
cord number of boys and girls, who have 
been brought under definite Christian 
influence, and who are definitely linked 
on to our Church. We must specially 
mention the work of our good Matron, 
Mrs. Mann, whose long and faithful ser
vices have told in the building up of this 
splendid piece of work. Mrs. Mann has 
laboured under many difficulties, yet has 
worked on uncomplainingly with high 
ideals in heart . 

SISTER' BOSTOCK. 
For some two or three years now this 

worker has been engaged in the Bendigo 
Diocese, par t ly supported by the B.C.A. 
and par t ly from Diocesan post. Her 
work, so the Bishop says, is of the utmost 
value, though the B.C.A. feels tha t she is 
hardly engaged for her whole time in tha t 
type of work to which the Society is 
pledged. 

MOTOR MISSION VAJNT. 
The two Vans have been in commission 

during the year. The men ' s Van, under 
Mr. E. G. Thorpe, covered a most exten
sive area, comprising parts of Queensland, 
South Australia, and the far western dis
t r icts of New South Wales. A fine en
terprise this, accompanied by the earnest 
preaching of the Gospel. Mr. Thorpe has 
now entered Moore College to study Holy 
Orders. The Sis ters ' Mission Van for 
the first par t of the year was carried on 
under Sister Grace Simms and Miss La 
Billiere. They worked out as far as 
Broken Hill and through the newly set
tled areas west of Hilston. For the 
second journey of the year, Sister Grace 
was accompanied by Sister Alice Crabb, 
of Melbourne, and together they visited 
the South Coast area down as far as the 
Victorian border. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BY POST. 
This unobtrusive and yet much needed 

ministry we have carried on for the whole 
year, and with the expert help of Miss 
E. Huntley, of Sydney, a splendid series 
of lessons has been prepared and sent out. 
Despite discouragements, we have reason 
to believe tha t these lessons are appreci
ated both by scholars and parents out
back. 

T H E TRAINING OF STUDENTS. 
This is one of our biggest responsibili

ties, and we record tha t a t the close of 
the year we had eleven trainees, most of 
whom were men taking a course at Moore 
College or Ridley College. The others 
wrere preparing as Nurses or Deaconesses. 

THE HOME BASE. 
The year has not been free from its 

troubles. For some four and a half 
months, the Organising. Missioner was 
constrained under strict medical orders to 
-take extended leave of absence. He was 
able to, on August 1, however,vto return 

to his accustomed work. During that 
period valuable aid was rendered by the 
Rev. A. Morris, who willingly undertook 
deputation work^ as well by the Rev. R. 
G. B. Asheroft, who gave solid help in 
the office'in Sydney. 

Reference also should be made to Miss 
I. Manning, who so faithfully carried out 
the responsibilities of office work, and 
whose knowledge was of singular assis
tance during the absence of the Organis
ing Missioner. 

An important step was taken in the 
appointment of the Rev. K. B. J . Smith 
as Deputationist for the State of Victoria. 
Mr. Smith first was enabled to visit Wil-
cannia and the Willochra Mission Area, 
and also Croajingalong, which gave him 
valuable insight into the activities of the 
Society; and then on October 1 he com
menced his work, with Melbourne as a 
centre. We are hopeful tha t the inter
ests of the Society will grow on account 
of his advocacy, and tha t an increasing 
body of supporters will be registered for 
1928. 

FINANCE. 
For 1927 the finance of the Society suf

fered some reduction, perhaps and chiefly 
because of the reduced deputation work, 
brought about by the Organising Mis
sioner 's illness. The Society neverthe
less refused to withdraw any workers, be
lieving tha t God would supply all its 
needs. I t may be said tha t a deficit was 
created, but this promises to be entirely 
removed before the end of 1928. The 
statements and receipts, apart from remit
tances from the Colonial and Continental 
Church Society, amounted to £4,483/8/2, 
or7 together with the aforesaid remit
tances, £5,185/0/1. The expenditure 
totalled £5,143/9/6, leaving a balance of 
£41/10/7; but inasmuch as several ac
counts at the end of 1927 remain unpaid, 
the actual working of the Society shows 
a debit of £182, plus allocated donations 
amounting to £62. Thus we really s tar t 
the year 1928 with a deficit—the first one 
in the history of the B.C.A. But once 
again we venture to remark here tha t for 
1928 the revenue has never been greater, 
and the deficit is virtually wiped out. 

In concluding this report, the Council 
would say tha t there is a big field for 
aggressive evangelical work in Australia, 
especially in the name of the Church of 
England, and the time is now at hand 
when the B.C.A. should go in and occupy 
these fields. We are conscious sometimes 
of hesitation, to say the least, on the par t 
of those in authori ty to give us oppor
tuni ty to work. Apparently we must 
still bear the reproach of the Cross, but 
that , after all, has always been the badge 
of true evangelicalism. On the other 
hand, some Bishops give us splendid op
portunity, and so we are enabled to take 
tha t contribution which the city is pre
pared to give to the folk who live in the 
country of Australia. Thus we continue 
our work, remembering tha t we are sent 
for the furtherance of the Gospel in our 
own land, for our own Church, and 
amongst our own people. 

On behalf of the Council. 
S. J . KIRKBY, 

Organising Missioner. 

THE PLACE OF PRAYER. 

We are all familiar with the ancient 
motto, " O r a r e est l a b o r a r e " — " Praying 
is w o r k i n g " ; but we think of it now in 
the particular sense that '' praying means 
hard work . ' ; Prayer is a form of spiri
tual energy. Prayer brings a new, actual 
force into a situation; it s tarts new de
velopments, it indicates new processes,. 
I t does things. But its effectiveness is 
always just in proportion to the effort put 
into i t ; it produces fruit according to-
what it costs. I t " means hard work."" 
Is it not salutary to remind ourselves that 
our own lives, God's purpose, Christ 's con
quering advance, the work of our Society 
—all will be helped and strengthened only 
by what our prayer costs us? We head 
our prayer list with a few sentences that 
may provide helpful meditation ere we-
take up our daily intercession. 

" W h o shall ascend into the hill of t h e 
Lord, and who shall rise up in His holy-
place? Even he that hath clean hands 
and a pure h e a r t . ' ; * 

We ask our friends to remember before 
our Fa ther :— 

Sunday.—The work of the Church of 
God in far-off and lonely areas of Aus
tralia, especially remembering those who-
in their isolation have not opportunities-' 
of fellowship and common prayer. 

Monday.—The Organising Missioner and* 
all workers at the Office; the Victorian 
Deputation Secretary and his helpers; air 
students, both men and women, preparing 
for ministry under the B.C.A.; also Nurses 
awaiting location or in training. 

Tuesday.—Wilcannia-West Darling Mis
sion; Rev. W. R. Brown; Sister Agnes,, 
Deaconess; Rev. L. Daniels, Aeroplane-
Missioner . 

Wednesday.—Eyre "s Peninsula Mission: 
(Willochra); Rev. C. Powell. Fa r West 
Mission (Willochra); Rev. A. Hodgson, T.
Fleming and T. Gee (Lay Brothers) . 
B.C.A. Mission Hospital, with Matron 
Saxby, Sister Morris, Sister Taylor, and' 
their helpers; Sister Bazeley (Penong 
Hospital) . 

Thursday.—East Gippsland; Sister 
Spence (Nurse) , Miss Reece, Rev. C. J . 
Nash (Missioner). Bendigo Bush Dea
coness, Sister Mabel; Sister Kathleen and' 
Miss Cheers (Mission Van Sisters). 

Friday.—Wilcannia Hostel; Mrs. Mann r 

Miss Harvey, the workers, the children,, 
their parents. Rev. and Mrs. H. E. Fel-
ton (Mungindi). Rev. R. J . Tuck (Wei-
rimul, Victoria) . 

Saturday.—Rev. and Mrs. N. Haviland; 
Sunday School by Post ; Society's depu
tation work; Bark Hut holders; all our 
helpers and givers. 

Every Day.—Pray that " G o d will 
thrust forth labourers into His h a r v e s t , ' r 

and that our workers may have courage 
to go in; tha t there be a complete re
moval of deficit before the end' of the 
year: tha t guidance be given to the Coun
cil in allocating new workers for 1929. 

Give thanks for God \s blessing on the-
Annual Rallv, and the great offering of 
B.C.A. friends and givers thereat. 

Wholly srt up and nrintPi] in Australia by 
T> S Ford 44-.r>0 Res«^v<a% St.. Sydney 


