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A GREAT THANKSGIVING DAY AND 
ANNUAL RALLY 

is to be held (D.V.) on 

Tuesday, September 28, 1937 

PROGRAMME : 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 
In St. Andrew's Cathedral at mid'day. 

(Details later.) 

B.C.A. FAIR 
In the Lower Town Hall, 2-4.30 p.m, 

FAMILY TEA 
In the Lower Town Hall, 5.30 p.m. 
One sitting. 

GREAT T H A N K S G I V I N G RALLY 
In Cathedral Chapter House, 7.45 p.m. 

Book this date—September 28—and tell 
your friends ! 

Full details will be available later. 

The Organising Missioned Letter. 
A CHALLENGE ACCEPTED. 

On a hot, dusty Sunday afternoon in the summer of the 
year 1924, a small congregation listened to a sermon preached 
by the late Bishop S. J . Kirkby, in the small church of St. 
Michael and All Angels, at Ceduna, on the West Coast of South 
Australia. 

The preacher was then the Organising Missioner of the 
Bush Church Aid Society, and he explained to his hearers that 
the Society existed to help the people of the bush and plain 
to develop their religious life and to bring up their children 
in the knowledge of God. 

The following evening Mr. Kirkby (as he was then known) 
was invited to a t tend a public meeting of residents in the 
local hall. The gathering had been called to consider the posi
tion of the dis t r ic t ' s small cottage hospital. For some time an 
at tempt had been made to establish such an insti tution, but ill 
fortune had persistently dogged the venture. 

Somebody at the meeting remembered the words of the 
preacher of the day before, " T h e B.C.A. is here to help y o u . " 
' ' P e r h a p s , ' ; he thought, ' ' the Society might help with this 
p rob lem." So the question was put, " I f the Bush Church Aid-
Society really wants to help the people of the West Coast, will 
they give us a hospital service ?'} 

The challenge was accepted, and the folio wing year saw 
the first hospital of the B.C.A. opened at Ceduna. A small 
stone house was leased for the purpose. Sister Percival De-
came the first nurse and she did a splendid job under difficult 
and trying conditions. 

As the years passed it became necessary to seek a larger 
and more convenient building in which to minister and in 1931 
a large weatherboard house of six rooms was leased. The 
townspeople, now fully appreciative of the fine work of the 
B.C.A. nurses, added three more rooms and an operating 
theatre. This building sufficed until 1935, but by that date i t 
had become obvious tha t the time had arrive 1 for the building 
of a really modern hospital. 

The Council of the Shire of Murat Bay undertook to erect 
the building if the Bush Church Aid Society would continue to 
give the service. This the Society gladly consented to do. 

Monday, February 1, 1937, saw the official opening of the 
new buildings, known as the Murat Bay District Hospital, and 
Sir G. Ritchie, the Chief Secretary for South Australia, per
formed the ceremony. The large number of visitors who were 
present from all pa r t s of the West Coast, expressed it as their 
opinion tha t these fine buildings, accommodating twenty-one 
beds, comprised the best hospital in the State, from the point 
of view of equipment and nursing service. 

Twelve years had passed since the day Bishop Kirkby 
had been challenged to help the people of the West Coast. 
To-day tha t service is the best in the State. 

While these activities had been progressing at Ceduna, a 
similar service was being built up at Penong, some fifty miles 
further west. The residents of the Penong district desired to 
build a hospital to those of their loved ones who had given 
their lives in the Great War. " W o u l d the Bush Church Aid 
Society manage it ? " The reply again was " Y e s . " 
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The Penong District Memorial Hospital was duly built, and 
it proved to be a very tine building in stone and brick, of three 
wards to accommodate twelve patients. The most modern fitt
ings and equipment were installed, each article being given as 
a memorial to some loved one who had fallen. 

1925. 

So began the Society's venture in its medical service for 
the West Coast. 

Through his many visits to South Australia the late Bishop 
Kirkby had become familiar with the conditions under which 
the railway workers and their families lived on the trans
continental railway line. He realised tha t unnecessary suffer
ing ensued because so many of them lived hundreds of miles 
from doctors and nurses, and he dreamed tha t the day might 
come when B.C.A. would provide a first-class medical service 
at Cook, the centre camp on the line. 

I t was not unti l after the death of the Bishop tha t the 
way was opened for the dream to materialise. 

In November, 1935, some four months after the Bishop 
had passed away, the Council of the Bush Church Aid Society 
decided to erect a hospital at Cook as a memorial to him. The 
appeal for funds was launched in January, 1936, and a steady 
stream of donations began to find its way into the offices of the 
B.C.A. 

The co-operation of the Commissioner for Railways, the 
Minister for the Interior and the Post and Telegraph Depart
ment was asked and freely given, and B.C.A. records i ts thanks 
for this very valuable help. 

So the venture was begun, and in February, 1937, the 
tender of Messrs. Fricker Bros., of Adelaide, for £2,587 was 
accepted and the building commenced. 

In order to complete the scheme the services of a doctor 
were necessary to cover the area to be served by the new hos
pital . Happily, Dr. Roy Gibson, of Ceduna, offered to act as 
medical officer for Penong and Cook, as well as the area he 
already serves from Ceduna. 

In order to provide Doctor with a speedy means of trans
port the Bush Church Aid Society undertook to supply and 
maintain an aeroplane and pilot for use in this area. This will 
mean tha t tha t par t of the West Coast, stretching from Ceduna 
to Nara tha on the east-west line, will be covered by an up-to-
date and efficient medical service. Doctor will be able to 
travel from place to place in the shortest possible time and 
without undue fatigue. Pat ients will have modern hospital 
service within easy reach at Ceduna, Penong or Cook. 

The plane will be of a special type, being built to carry pilot, 
doctor, one other passenger, and with a special compartment 
for stretcher cases. The De Haviland Co., who are building the 
'plane, have promised delivery early in January next, and it 
is hoped that this part of the service will be inaugurated on 
the first of February, 1938. 

The Bishop Kirkby Memorial Hospital will be finished 
when these lines are read by you. I t consists of two wards, 
operating theatre and nurses and domestic quarters, and the 
whole is enclosed by fine, wide verandahs. Fi t t ings and equip
ment are to be of the most modern type, and it will be possible 
to deal^ with every class of patient. I t is of weatherboard, 
lined with fireproof plaster sheets, and because of the excessive 
heat of the summer months, special at tention has been paid 
to the ventilation system. 

His Grace the Archbishop of Sydney will perform the open
ing ceremony on Saturday, September 18, at 7 p.m. 

To build the Cook hospital and supply a pilot and plane 
involved the expense of £4386. llCould it be done V "Would 
the money come in V These were questions that constantly 
came to one's mind. There were only two things that we 
could do—work and pray—unceasingly. 

1937. 

As the months have come and gone since the fund was 
opened one has had thousands of reasons to thank Almighty 
God and His people. His promises ARE true. Time and again 
the heart thankfully says, " H e is able and willing to do ex
ceeding abundantly above all we can ask or t h i n k . " So to-day 
we find tha t as these lines are writ ten, of that sum of £4386. 
only £500 is still required. Shall we who have been so blessed 
doubt that this remaining amount shall be sent ? 

Twelve short years ago, a man of vision, courage and tre
mendous faith in God, accepted the challenge to "really help 
us.' ' That great hearted man has new passed on to his reward 
—hut his work endures and grows ever more and more. God 
grant that as we are given the joy of continuing the great work 
that Bishop Kirkby began, we may be also given the same 
measure of courage and steadfast faith. 

TOM JONES. 

THANKSGIVING DAY. 

The Annual Rally day for this year is to take the form of 
thanksgiving for the many blessings given unto us. We have 
asked and God has given unto us. Let us thank Him for His 
great goodness. 

New Mission districts have been opened. The Bishop 
Kirkby Memorial Hospital has been built. The plans for the 
Flying Medical Service are well advanced. Improvements have 
been made to Wilcannia Hostel, and general finances have been 
well maintained. Let us, then, thank the Lord our God, 
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An outline of the day 's activities appears on another page, 
and full details will be available in good time. Please book 
the date, September 28, and do not let anything else interfere 
with your being present with us. 

In order that all our friends shall be able to sit down 
together for tea, as one big family, the Lower Town Hall has 
been hired. There will be one sitting, unhurried and friendly. 

The Women's Auxiliary and other workers have under
taken to organise a B.C.A. Fair on the lines of that held at 
St. Phi l ip 's last year. This will take place on the afternoon 
of Rally day. Suitable gifts of clothing, jams, groceries, 

sweets, produce, etc., will be very gratefully received at the 
office, Church House, George Street. Please send in your gift 
for this effort as early as possible. 

His Grace the Archbishop and the O.M. return from the 
West Coast and Wilcannia on September 25, and will have an 
up-to-date story to tell of the opening of the Cook Hospital, 
at the Thanksgiving Rally. 

COME EARLY—BRING YOUR FRIENDS. 
PLEASE MAKE YOUR THANKSGIVING THANKOFFER-

ING AS GENEROUS AS POSSIBLE. 

ini io 
CEDUNA HOSPITAL. 

(Sister F . Dowling.) 

During a recent trip to Sydney one had the opportunity 
of meeting many more friends and supporters of B.C.A. work. 
In Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide it is very encouraging to 
find the growth of interest in this part of God's work. I t is 
time our Church woke up to the tremendous need there is for 
the preaching of the Gospel to these outback people of our 
own land, and we feel sure tha t the more our Church folk 
realise tha t this work is definitely of the Lord, tha t men and 
women, boys and girls, are being won for Jesus Christ, 
so much the more will the support and interest be given, which 
this branch of the work needs in order to carry on. 

Having met the different members of the Auxiliaries and 
witnessing their keenness and enthusiasm in meeting the needs 
of the different centres, one cannot but feel tha t behind us 
we certainly have the support and interest of them all, and the 
knowledge of this fact does encourage the workers in the field. 

The Sydney Auxiliary asked what was needed for Ceduna 
and Penong. This was stated without hope of more than about 
a quarter of i t being met. However, this week nine cases 
arrived with all the articles appealed for, a really splendid 
effort, for which we are very grateful. 

In Melbourne, the women showed t1 eir interest by organis
ing a really splendid B.C.A. Tea, on the night of the Rally. 
Our friends there have been a great support to us all along, and 
it was indeed a pleasure to meet so many of them. We feel 
much closer in touch with our Melbourne folk, now tha t three 
of our Sisters hail from there: Sisters Hitchcock, Page and 
Pritchard. 

In Adelaide, through the kindness of friends, a meeting 
was arranged, when about forty women gathered to hear some
thing of the work of the B.C.A. in their own State. Our good 
friend, Sister Morris, who rendered such valuable service both 
in Ceduna and Adelaide, and her sister, Mrs. Quinn, were the 
means of gett ing these folk together. 

I t was interesting to note that Holy Trinity Parish has 
been supporting our work for many years past, and the Rector, 
Mr. Fulford, and his wife, are very keen to see that this sup
port is still carried on. After a happy gathering together ^ne 
felt assured of the practical interest the folk have in our work 
and we feel tha t we can indeed look upon them as our friends 
and well-wishers. We are pleased they have their own repre
sentative here in Sister Meades. 

We have settled down in our new hospital w^hich is indeed 
a great boon both to patients and the staff. 

In April we welcomed Sister Bossley back again after an 
absence of five months. We are pleased to say the Lord has 
fully restored Sister to health and strength again. 

Sister Meades is at present in Adelaide, undergoing treat
ment. We pray that the Lord will soon restore Sister to health 
and strength again. 

Our thoughts are all turned to the commencement of the 
medical flying service, which is to be started near here by 
B.C.A., in connection with Cook Hospital. We look forward to 
welcoming any of the friends who find their way clear to come 
over for the opening of the Memorial to our late beloved Bishop 
Kirkby. Surely we can all join together in heartfel t praise 

and thanksgiving to Almighty God for the wonderful way He 
has made all this possible. We rejoice in the fact that the 
people up in tha t isolated place are going to have an oppor
tuni ty of hearing the glorious Gospel message preached to 
them. 

May the Lord Himself guide and undertake in all matter;? 
concerning the opening up of this new work. 

CEDUNA. 

(Rev. H. Broadley.) 

Although it was fairly wet for awhile, a dry, cool spell 
soon brings dust. A Sunday or two ago a strong wind whipped 
up the dust, obscuring the landscape, and filling eyes and mouth 
with a fine grit. The service that morning was at 11 a.m., at 
Denial Bay. I t is held in the local hall, for which a charge of 
2/6 per service is made. The local storekeeper cleans up 
beforehand, though sometimes his job can ' t be too easy. A 
call at the store on the way out is made to pick up the key 
and part of the congregation (usually two from there) . As 
the piano is on a high stage we use tiie small, portable organ, 
given by St. Barnabas ' , George Street West. Hymn and 
Prayer Books have to be taken in a box, for at present no one 
seems to have them. On arrival we meet the rest of the con
gregation. Usually four from one family, a man from Eng
land, with a broad accent, his wife and tiny daughter and son. 
Last time he had to stay home to protect his lambs from the 
crows. His older son came instead. The rest of the congrega
tion consists of two girls from across the road, one 7 years 
and the other 11. Last time it amounted to seven, and the 
missioner. 

The missioner found to his dismay that he had forgotten 
to bring any books except his own Bible and Prayer Book. 
The latter, fortunately, contains the hymns with tunes. I t was 
given by a Melbourne lady last September. 

We solved the problem by going ahead with the service, 
the people joining in where they could remember the parts, and 
listening at other times. When it came to the hymns all 
gathered round the organ and looked on the one book. The 
missioner played the air with one hand (the best he can do) 
and sang as lustily as possible. 

I t is not the easiest thing in the world to be able to feel 
an assurance that such a service is a royal success, from the 
point of view of worship and inspiration, yet it is the only 
actual form of worship tt:ey are able to share in. I sometimes, 
standing in such surroundings, imagine myself back in St. Phil
ip ' s , Sydney, St. Pau l ' s , Castle Hill, St. J ade ' s , Dural, St. Steph
en 's , Lidcombe. If only it was possible to have our worship over 
here in places like Denial Bay, in such helpful surroundings, 
surely it would be to the greater glory of God. Another 
thought which comes at such times is, tha t dotted all over the 
country are groups of people, small groups and big ones, m 
beautiful, art ist ic surroundings, or the most primitive and 
crude, who worship the one Heavenly Father , and hear the 
one Gospel of Salvation by Fai th in Jesus Christ preached. 
Without such a message there would be no inspiration to go 
on. Without such a message we could not expect results. 
Thank God we have both. 
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PENONG M I S S I O N . 

(Rev. E. Constable.) 

I t is a glorious sunny July afternoon as I write these few 
glimpses of Penong and the work out her on the West Coast. 
You who read it will only know what this district and this 
work is like if ever you care to come out to us for an ideai 
winter holiday—that is an invitation. 

To-day this countryside, dotted with patches of mallee 
scrub, is a study in bright green, after the more or less regular 
fortnightly rains of the past two months. 

Unti l May 19 tanks were dry, and every strong wind 
would cause a dust storm; then came ' ' t h e sound of an abun
dance of r a i n " — a n d what a change ! 

In case you think Penong is a terribly trying place to live 
in and only certain lion-hearted men and women could come out 
here to do this work, let me say life is very happy and pleas
ant. One realises that it is because of Whose service we are in 
tha t the task is faced with such pleasure. Probably a store-
manager, or an official of the State would call this the last 
place on earth. 

Now, what of the work ? 
Congregations have picked up, one is thankful to say, for 

so the folk come under the sound of the Gospel. 
What I have said of the country is true of the spiritual 

aspect of the inhabitants . But glory to God there can come 
an abundance of rain. 

' ' And why should it be thought a thing incredible with 
you, tha t God should raise the dead %"—All Nature echoes 
Pau l ' s words. 

Penong receives one service each Sunday, al ternatively 
morning and evening. 

There are six other centres, all of which lie to the West 
of here, and each receives one service a month. These are 

Fowlers Bay, Wookata, Kooringabie, Tallala, Boomah and 
Cooribie. Service is held in either school or hall, as is most 
convenient. 

Cooribie is one of the heartening places, for there I have 
a Sunday School fortnightly. Twenty-one children attend, and 
they are as keen as mustard. What a privilege and joy it is 
to teach them. How they love singing choruses. 

The type of child, and grown-up, too, out here on the coast, 
is not the half-civilised, miserable sort of individual as I, 
for one, used to picture them. 

At present we have staying with us (by the way, we are 
not living in the one-roomed Rectory, but in the doctor 's resi
dence, near the hospital) one who is convalescing from a serious 
illness. Whilst in hospital " J o c k " accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and as he says of himself, " T h e devil 's had me long 
enough; Jesus has got me n o w . " 

Men and women, pray regularly and faithfully, that we 
may speak the t ru th in love and with patience win souls to the 
Master ' s Love. 

PENONG HOSPITAL. 

The medical side of the work at Penong has grown during 
the last few months, since the introduction of the medical 
scheme. 

During the three months ending in May there were twenty-
four in-patients treated, including seven babies, also 140 out
patients. 

We wish to thank the ladies of the Melbourne Auxiliary 
for sending out the Bibles which were so much needed in the 
work at the hospital, also for distribution amongst the people 
of the out-back parts. The Rev. E. Constable has undertaken 
this work and we do pray tha t the Spirit may just work in 

THE AERIAL MEDICAL SERVICES OF AUSTRALIA 

Please help B.C.A. to take its part in this Ministry. 



July 30, 1937. THE REAL AUSTRALIAN. 

the hearts of the people, tha t as they read the Word, they may 
have the revelation of Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

We also wish to thank all those who sent gifts of clothing, 
books, etc., as all were most acceptable. 

Again the Power of the Lord has been manifested and His 
blessing has been poured out upon the work. One case of par
ticular interest is tha t of a Scotchman, who came in, having 
received injuries to his lung, during the course of his heavy 
work of bore sinking. He had had a particularly hard life. 
As a very young child he had been brought up in a Christian 
home, but was one of a big family, of poor circumstances, and 
received practically no education. He received very little 
home training, and at a very early age he left home and spent 
his boyhood days working aboard ship. Practically all the 
education he received was from books which a captain of a 
ship loaned him to read after his work was done for the day. 

He had roamed from country to country, working his way 
through, and also went through the Great War, and had even
tually settled down on the West Coast some years ago. 

He fell into bad company and turned out much of a waster 
and a heavy drinker. He held many and various jobs, but was 
not able to maintain any of them very long on account of the 
hold that the drink held over him. 

When he came to us he was in a very low state physically, 
and we did not know whether he would pull through his illness. 
We just longed to bring him to a knowledge of the Lord Jesus. 

Thank God for the promises that we have from His Word 

that if we ask in faith, believing we shali receive, and we tha t 
" H e is f a i t h fu l , " and will perfect a work that is begun in 
His Name. 

So again prayer became our means of approach to Him 
. Wlio is ready to hear and answer those requests which are " t o 

the praise of the Glory of His G r a c e . " (Eph. 1: 6.) 
The Lord marvellously opened up the way of approach to 

this man, and after a few simple t ruths, . explaining " G o d ' s 
plan of Sa lva t ion , " the 3rd chapter of John, and 2nd chapter 
of Ephesians were read to him; and truly the Spirit had pre
pared tha t heart and spoke through those simple words of the 
" B o o k " (as he was wont to call it af terwards) , and led him to 
see his need of salvation, and his willingness to accept Christ 
as Saviour. He said, " I ' v e served the devil long enough; 
from now on I ' m going to serve the L o r d , " and he did. 

For some weeks he was still very seriously ill, but he took 
the opportunity to read God's Word, and used to spend whole 
days reading his " B o o k . " 

I t was not long before he began to witness to his one-time 
friends, as to the saving and keeping power o*£ the Lord Jesus. 
He great ly influenced another of his mates, also a very heavy 
drinker, who said to him, " I f Christ can do this for you, Jock, 
he can do it for m e . ' ' Do pray for this man. He needs your 
prayers. 

The Sunday School is very encouraging here now. During 
the last couple of months the at tendance has increased from 
seven to fifteen. P ray for this work also, tha t i t may be to 
His glory. 

Modernity Outback. 
WILCANNTA. 

(Rev. R. Langshaw.) 

In the last issue of the " R e a l Aus t ra l i an , " I wrote, under 
the t i t le of " F i r s t Impress ions ," and this may well be a con
tinuation. Last time I wrote of work in the town—now I can 
go on to speak of l' First Impressions outside the Town. ' ' 

Before doing so, however, let me seek to adjust some men
tal pictures. Numerous inquiries from friends lead me to think 
that many folk, among them readers of the i * Real Aus t ra l ian , ' ' 
still think of Wilcannia in terms of fifteen years ago. Ideas 
of kerosene lamps, home-made bread, bullock waggons, camels, 
few mail days, and all such kindred notions of " b a c k c o u n t r y " 
town life, are quite out of date. The town to-day has an elec
tric light and power supply; a water service from the Darling 
River; two good bakeries (we don ' t forget the other shops); 
motor lorries in abundance, with mails each day of the week, 
save Friday. The aeroplane visits us four times per week from 
Broken Hill and Sydney, and brings Wilcannia within four 
hours of Sydney. The notion of Wilcannia as a " b a c k 
c o u n t r y " town, with no facilities, must, therefore, pass away. 
We do have remnants and reminders of the past—a bullock 
team passed through the town recently—but on the whole the 
place has moved with the times. The wireless also makes a 
difference. I t s advent and widespread use cause another old 
notion to pass away, viz., the country man.who knows nothing 
of what the world outside is doing. No longer do we wait for 
newspapers to supply the news, and the man in the remotest 
corner of the " p a r i s h " is more up-to-date with his news than 
the parson of Wilcannia, who has no wireless and depends on 
newspapers. 

Coming back to " F i r s t Impress ions ." On Easter Satur
day I made my first visit to White Cliffs for service. The day 
was thick with cloud and some folk offered the advice tha t it 
would not be wise to set out in case it rained while we were 
away. I t did look threatening but the fact tha t I had pro
mised the White Cliffs people a service sent me forth. All 
went well till I came within 12 miles of the town. Here the 
first piece of really bad country road in my experience was met. 
I t was certainly a change from the smooth concrete and maca
dam of Sydney—a change which may be gauged from the fact 
that one bump, hit with a l i t t le too much pace, pulled both 

ends of the centre bolt of the front spring. My heart sank 
when I heard the clang of a spring leaf on the road and saw 
the rest of the leaves spread out like a fan. We limped into 
the town, which came up to all expectations. B.C.A. lantern 
lectures had prepared us for the sight of the straggling, de
serted-looking township which met our gaze. White Cliffs is 
not at all pretentious to look upon, but the people who live 
there have hearts of gold. I proved this when I sought to 
make the spring safe enough to travel home. I t was rather 
a grimy, dishevelled parson who crawled out from beneath the 
'bus at about 5.30 p.m. 

By tea time i t had been raining quite a bit and when we 
set out for the service the rain came down quite steadily. 

Because we have no usable church building the service was 
held in the school room. By the time 8 o 'clock came there 
were just four of us present, the rain, no doubt, keeping others 
away—and the service commenced. Picture a school room, 
with four brass candlesticks on the front form, giving the wor
shippers l ight; a table covered with a white cloth on which 
stand the communion vessels, kerosene lamp and Bible, and you 
have the scene of our service. The wind made the candle-
flames dance and the lamp smoke; there was no music, but 
with rain beating on the galvanised iron roof and the silence 
of the school room about us we worshipped the Lord God. 
Jesus Christ promised that where two or three met in His Name 
He would be in the midst; never have I proved the promise so 
true as in tha t service. As we meditated on the great Resur
rection Day, with i ts message of tremendous hope and cer
tainty, as we ate the bread and drank the cup, i t seemed tha t 

. the Lord Jesus stood with us and breathed His own peace. 

That service, with its wondrous reality, more than made up 
for the bumping, jolting tr ip out and the late arrival home. 
Such experiences prove tha t '' GoU is found of them tha t dili
gently seek H i m , " and tha t " H e satisfieth the longing sou l . " 

Later on we made a t r ip to Broken Hill, calling on the 
homes by the way. Here the travelling was good, so tha t we 
travelled the way without mishap. The people whom we met 
showed us again the wondrous kindness of heart for which 
they are noted. Much has been said and wri t ten of such people 
but one can ' t help but feel that without Jesus Christ they are 
without the One Who matters most in life. With all the sterl
ing qualities the voice still comes from Isaiah 64: : 6; St. John 
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15: 5, and 1 John 5: 12, and we must finally look at them in 
relation to Jesus Christ. 

For this purpose we are sent forth, to make known the 
glorious Salvation in Jesus Christ and we claim your prayers 
for the work in the town and in visiting. 

I t is true, as I said last time, that there remains much 
work to be done. By visiting we can see the people about 
three times in a year. Surely i t is only the Holy Spirit of God, 
working through His messengers and in the hearts, minds and 
consciences of the people, who can awaken a sense of need as 
well as turn sinful souls to Jesus Christ for cleansing. 

Brethren, pray for them and for us, tha t we may speak 
the word boldly as we ought to speak. 

AMONG THE CHILDREN OF THE WEST. 

(Rev. C. A. Baker.) 

One day the B. C. A. caravan stopped beside a dilapidated 
home in the West. My wife and myself walked around to the 
kitchen door to knock, and in so doing surprised a young 
gentleman of about fourteen months. His small hand found 
i ts way to his mouth, and he stood surveying us doubtfully for 
several moments. Perhaps he had never seen a minister before. 
I smiled encouragement and spoke in a friendly manner, but 
he was not to be won so easily. Presently a dismal howling 
rent the air and our litt le friend let fall a shower of tears to 
express his dismay. His mother soon appeared and greeted us 
with true Western welcome. We chatted over a cup of tea and 
learned tha t there were several other young hopefuls in the 
family. The problem was their education. How could a busy 
mother, isolated from the nearest neighbours, with several men 
and children to care for, teach them adequately ? Impossible. 
She felt the burden of it, along with other burdens. We spoke 
cheering words and prayed with her, and left her the happier 
for our visit. But the problem remained. Now it has been 
solved and the family is living in a town. 

Boys and girls of the West are full of life and spirit. I 
met a copper-headed lad of about eleven the other day. 
" M e g g s i e , " they call him. His face is hidden by a covering 
of massive freckles, and two bright, brown eyes shine with a 
mischievous but interested look. He is proucl to be " o n the 
l a n d " and spends a lot of time among the sheep and other 
animals. His nose bears a long sore, caused by a vigorous kick 
from a playful calf. He proudly hugs a li t t le puppy of sorrow
ful countenance, who will some day be a useful sheep dog. 
This lad with his zeal for the land is worth winning for Christ, 
and others like him. 

The van is bogged. A common experience of late. Soon 
a crowd of small boys, who live nearby, appear. They pass 
many comments as the Missioner, in a lather of perspiration, 
digs in the mud. "Gee, i s n ' t she bogged ! " Another boy re
plies, " G o r n , she 's not as deep as the baker ' s car w a s . " " A w , 
look a t ' e r , " says a third, " l o o k a t the whee l s . " After offer
ing advice for some time, they begin to help. Old boards, 
rotten bags, dry dirt, and similar objects are produced to assist 
the wheels. Finally the van gets out. We drive on. After 
paying a visit we return the same way. The boys are still 
there. They look disappointed when we avoid the treacherous 
spot and get through safely.' Another bog would have been 
great fun—for them ! Two days later, a t school, I am able to 
give a Scripture talk to them and others, to help them escape 
the bogs of temptat ion and sin which beset their path. 

Recently a mob of wild cattle charged the van as it crossed 
a paddock. The animals blocked the road before us, and 
strongly resented our intrusion. There was no time to argue. 
I stepped on the gas and gave; the horn full blast. There were 
a few mighty moments, but a t last we were through safely and 
away. Soon after we reached a home where we are well 
known. That night, after tea, we gathered the children (six) 
around the portable organ and sang lustily several well-known 
choruses. What was lacking in tune was made up in enthu
siasm. A Scripture reading followed, then prayer, and a story. 
Interest was keen. The mother was glad in her heart because 
her children were receiving the Bread of Life. She told us that 
her children love the services and look forward to our coming. 
The ministry of the B.C.A. is abundantly worthwhile. 

At another home we played a table game with the children, 
much to their delight. So far so good. But then we adjourned 
to the sunny verandah for more serious occupation. The organ 
was opened up and we taught them some choruses. Never be
fore had they had such an experience, these three lovable chil
dren, two girls and a boy. After some time spent in singing 
we sat down and had a story. How they listened. Then we 
bowed our heads in prayer. The children repeated the prayer 
word for word after me. Around us was the open bush; above 
us the sun shone brightly in a cloudless sky. Just an isolated 
spot in the far west, but God was near. How we long that 
these and other children out here may give their hearts to 
Christ. They are as much at home in the saddle as out of it. 
They just love the bush life which holds so much of interest 
for them. What splendid Christian men and women they will 
make if our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ becomes their 
Master. 

The other day we visited a family of half-castes. A 
seemingly never ending stream of children came out of the 
house to have a peep a t us. Nearly every child, including the 
baby, had sore eyes, and the mother, also. The home was a 
t iny place. The children were so shy we could say little to 
them. They live almost in a world of their own, in the heart 
of the bush. Nobody seems to care about them. Yet Christ 
died for them. I t is a joy to tell them that He loves them. 
We leave some children's magazines and drive on, promising 
to call again. 

The B.C.A. hostels are helping in a wonderful way to bring 
boys and girls of the West to love their Saviour, making it 
possible for children to receive education also. 

Will each reader of these words pray for these children 
and for the B.C.A. staff in their ministry among them f You 
can help in this way, and in other ways, too, maybe, as God 
directs you. The boys and girls of Australia must be won for 
Jesus Christ if Australia is to be a Christian land. They are 
bonny lads and lassies and we must not fail them. 

WEEBIMULL, VICTORIA. 

•Since beginning our work in the Millewa quite a number 
of settlers have accepted compensation from the Closer Settle
ment Board and left the district. I have discarded forty-one 
visiting record cards. Some of my friends on learning that I 
had accepted the Werrimull' district, told us quite a number of 
stories of the disadvantages and discomforts of the Mallee. 
We listened and came to investigate. We feel tha t the essen
tials for success is to love your people and get them to love 
God 's work. 

Good fellowship is an outstanding feature of the Mallee. 
People meet and are friends in a very little while. 

We were unfortunate to miss the Organising Secretary, 
who came to Werrimull at the time we received a call to go to 
my brother in South Australia. 

We are looking forward to his next visit. 
We began work on 9th August. The first duty was pre

paration of candidates for Confirmation. The candidates lived 
long distances from Werrimull, and we found it necessary to 
write all the lessons out, and supplemented them with oral 
teaching when visiting or after church services on a Sunday. 
The candidates proved very earnest and studied eagerly and 
well. The Bishop came to us on Sunday, November 8. The 
services were Holy Communion at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Dinner 
was served under the trees on the church grounds. Many of 
the congregation brought their luncheons and had a picnic on 
the Vicarage lawn; the Boy Scouts kept the copper boiling. 
At 3 p.m. we had Confirmation, and the Bishop confirmed six
teen candidates. A very impressive service. Evening Prayer 
was held a t Lock Nine a t 7.30 p.m., and the Bishop preached. 
This was the first service at Lock Nine, but we hold one every 
month in the Mess-room at Culmine Station. There were" 26 
present. After service the Bishop was entertained by some 
of the people at the home of Mr. Fox. 

We began another Confirmation preparation, and the 
Bishop came to us again on March 21, but could not stay with 
us all day. I t was a very busy time. Service began at 11 a.m. 
Four honorary lay helpers were presented with badges and 
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licences. The Bishop then baptised three children, before con
firming seventeen candidates. 

After the Confirmation service the Bishop proceeded with 
Holy Communion and the newly-confirmed were able to receive 
the Sacrament for the first time. 

The church was full; many who could not get a seat in 
the church took part in the service at the open doors. 

After lunch, served on the Vicarage lawn, the Bishop left 
for Merbein. 

At 3 p.m., a Children's Festival was held, and at 7.30, 
Evening Prayer ended a very happy day. There were 170 at 
all the services for the day. 

On Christmas Day a very interesting service was held on 
the bank of the Murray River. With the gums for shade and 
with the aid of planks and boxes, and a portable Holy Table 
and organ, we had our open-air church. There were forty-six 
present. After service the presents sent by B.C.A. w^ere dis
tributed, and sweets, nuts and fruit all made a very enjoyable 
and happy day. At Werrimull a Christmas tree, with Father 
Christmas as a surprise for the Vicar as well as the children, 
was held on the Vicarage lawn. The B.C.A. presents were dis
tr ibuted; sweets, nuts and fruit were given to every child. 

Parish visiting is most interesting. 
Owing to great distances, frequent visits are impossible. 

Everyone wTants us to stay longer. 
Religious instruction in State schools is a very great joy 

because the children seem to be so very keen to learn. 
They read or listen to a passage of Scripture set every 

lesson, and answer questions on it at religious instruction class. 
They are told to ask their parents to read it, if they cannot 
do so themselves; in this wTay I hope to get the parents to read 
the Bible. We travel over seventy miles and take four schools 
for instruction each week. 

At Werrimull a junior branch and a senior branch of the 
Girls ' Friendly Society has been formed. There are eleven 
members in the junior and twenty-four in the senior branches. 
Some of the girls come ten to twelve miles to the meetings. 
Spiritual, physical and social instruction is given at the meet
ings and the meetings are very popular. 

Mrs. Bayly takes the Sunday Schools in the out districts. 
After the third Collect, the children are taken out and given 
the Sunday School lesson. The Sunday School is held usually 
in the school play shed. 

There is much to be done; we ask for your prayers tha t 
God will bless us in His work. 

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY, N.S.W. 

Annual Meeting and Grocery Tea. 
Our Annual Meeting was held on July 14, at the Women's 

Club, Elizabeth Street. The room looked most a t t ract ive , hav
ing been decorated by the Misses Allen, of Austinmer, wTith 
flowers of orange and yellow tones. P re t ty surroundings help 
to inspire confidence in the success of such gatherings and we 
are deeply grateful to the Misses Allen for their kindness. 

We had hoped to have held an informal " A t H o m e / 7 but 
so many were eager to be present that we were compelled to 
fall back upon the more usual " r o w s of cha i r s . , ; 

We owed much to our music, so generously supplied by 
Mrs. A. E. Talbot, violinist. Miss Heather Kinnaird, who sang 
a group of three songs, and Miss Mary Charlton, who so wil
lingly acted as accompanist. 

A brief meeting followed, Archdeacon Longley acting with 
his usual elasticity as Chairman. 

Miss Ash briefly outlined the programme for the after
noon. The election of officers and the usual reports from the 
Hon. Secretary and Acting Hon. Treasurer concluded the busi
ness part of the programme. 

The Organising Missioner then spoke to the gathering, 
stressing the remaining needs for the Bishop Kirkby Memorial 
Hospital and expressing his very real grat i tude to the Lad ies ' 
Auxiliary for their tremendous help during the year. 

Amongst our guests we had Mrs. Stevens, the wife of our 
Premier, and we much regret that owing to an unfortunate 
mistake she did not speak to us. However, we hope that she 
will come to us again, tha t we may atone for our mistake. 

The serving of afternoon tea brought a very happy An
nual Meeting to a close. 

The gifts for the afternoon totalled over one hundred 
articles of groceries, a very beautifully kni t ted rug for Ceduna 
Hospital, and some £13 in cash. 

Since last meeting two notable parcels have been received. 
One from our Leura Branch, containing articles asked for by 
Sister Dowling, and another, the contents of which were des
cribed to the Hon. Secretary as " b e a u t i f u l , " from Miss Bight, 
of Narrfbri. Miss Dight has always helped B.C.A. and is now 
creating interest in a fresh centre. 

Drummoyne Circle sent in a marvellous contribution and 
we were glad to see them represented at our Annual Meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary most gratefully acknowledges the very 
kindly sympathy of the members in her recent accident and for 
the kindly visits of so "many, which enabled her period of en
forced inact ivi ty to pass more speedily. 

The next executive and general meetings will be held on 
the third Wednesday in August. 

THE BISHOP KIRKBY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. 

The Memorial Hospital has been completed and the var
ious articles of furnishings and equipment are now being sent. 
All have been ordered from the various houses but we still need 
a litt le money to pay for them all. The needs are :— 

To complete the purchase of instruments . . £20 0 0 
One large Steel Cabinet . . ... . , . . . . . . 4 9. ' ; 9 0 
Four Coleman Lamps at . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 12 0 
Two Heaters at 1 16 0 
One dozen Blankets. 

Ice at Cook ! ! ! Not a Miracle. 

It can be done with an Electrolux 
Kerosene Refrigerator. 

PRICE : £42/10/-

SHALL W E ? 
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VICTORIAN NEWS. 

THE MELBOURNE RALLY. 
The Annual Rally was held in the Chapter House on the 

evening of May 25. Despite the fact tha t the week had numer
ous other public meetings, claiming the attention of church-
people, there was a very good attendance, which was highly 
appreciative of the stories of the work outback. 

The Archbishop of Melbourne was in the chair and spoke 
of his own strong personal interest in the work. He said tha t 
it was of paramount importance that the nation should be a 
Christian nation, and the B.C.A. was one of the strongest in
fluences working for this end in the outback areas, which was 
of strategic importance from a national and religious point of 
view. By ministering to the spiritual and physical needs of 
the people i t had made possible settlement and the bringing up 
of children as Christians in areas where otherwise it would be 
very difficult. 

The chairman of the Melbourne Committee (Rev. Dr. Law) 
read the Scripture and lead the prayers. 

The Rev. C. Baker, Van Missioner in the Lower Darling 
Mission, with his headquarters at Menindie, • N.S.W., . related 
some of his experiences in the se t t lers ' homes and in the camps 
of the unemployed men, who, with their families, were living 
in bag humpies on the banks of the River Darling. He stated 
tha t the length of his district was equal to the distance be
tween Albury and Melbourne, and said how impossible it would 
be for the people to provide themselves with an adequate mini-
try. 

Sister F. Dowling, Sister-in-charge of the Far West Medi
cal Services, made a great impression with stories of lives tha t 
had been radically changed through the work of the nursing 
Sisters in the hospitals tha t served the huge area of country a t 
the head of the Great Australian Bight. The hospitals were 
essentially a Christian ministry, she said, and men and women 
had been very definitely won for God as a result of the work 
there. 

The Rev. Tom Jones (Organising Missioner) spoke shortly 
on the new venture just being undertaken at Cook, on the 
East-West railway line, in South Australia. He stated that an 
aeroplane would be a necessity so tha t the doctor at Ceduna 
could reach the hospital at Cook (280 miles away) across the 
Xullarbor Plains without the loss of valuable time. Mr. Jones 
stated tha t Dr. R. Gibson had offered himself for this work. 

The showing of new colour films and pictures of the work, 
as well as pictures of the opening of the new hospital at 
Ceduna, brought a very successful Rally to a close. The offer
tory reached £90. 

All our Victorian ladies are invited to an "Aus t r a l i an 
T e a , " to be held in the C.M.S. Fellowship Room, on Tuesday, 
August 17, at 3 p.m. Our friends, Miss Oatley and Mrs. Good
win, are the hostesses for the afternoon. 

and leads us to hope that it will be possible for it to become 
an annual event. 

PARRAMATTA RURAL DEANERY RALLY. 
On the evening of Monday, July 19, a B.C.A. Rally was 

held for the Rural Deanery of Par ramat ta . This was made 
possible by the kindness of the Veil. Archdeacon Begbie and 
the co-operation of the various Rectors of parishes within the 
rural deanery. 

A large number at tended and each parish of the rural 
deanery was represented. 

The Ven. Archdeacon Begbie occupied the chair and 
carried the meeting along in his cheery style. 

Archdeacon Langley told of the early days of the B.C.A. 
and stressed the present need of the outback for a virile pre-" 
sentation of the Gospel. 

The Organising Missioner told of the growth of the Soc
ie ty ' s activities during the past two years and outlined the 
development of the Far West Medical Service. A reel of 
coloured moving pictures and lantern slides gave those present 
a vivid insight into the work being done by B.C.A. and the 
conditions under which our outback people live. 

Miss Kieth and her friends provided supper at a cost of 
sixpence and many stayed after the meeting for a social cup 
of tea and a chat. 

The undoubted success of this venture was very pleasing 

Again we must thank Mrs. Lawrence, of Bexley, for yet 
another of her annual Garden Parties. Each year she has used 
her house, i ts grounds, her energies and her friends in order 
to win the interest and support of the folk in Bexley. This 
year the result of her efforts amounted to £14/4/- and a parcel 
of gifts for our Fai r in September. Very real help indeed to
wards the furnishing of the Memorial Hospital. Mrs. Law
rence desires us to say ' i thank y o u ' ' on her behalf as well as 
ours to all those who by their gifts and attendance made the 
day possible; to those who took charge of the various stalls, 
and to Mrs. Binns for the radio programme. 

THE PLACE OF PRAYER. 
A PRAYER FOR USE WITH OUR PRAYER LIST. 

O Lord God of our nation, W h o has commanded men to subdue and 
replenish the earth : Look in T hy love upon all those who in the distant parts 
of our land are striving against many difficulties, and are deprived the access of 
the means of grace. Strengthen and guide the Bush Church Aid Society and 
its Clergy, Nurses, Deaconesses, and Students. Cheer and encourage them 
in discouragements and loneliness, and bless their ministrations to the good 
of those they serve, and grant that the message of redeeming love may thus 
be rooted and grounded in our national life, to the glory of Thy Great Name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen . 

Sunday—Pray for the Missions. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

The Far West Missions at The West Darling Mission at 
Penong, Ceduna and Kyancutta; Wilcannia, Menindee, and the 
and the Missioners, Revs. L. N.-W. Mallee; and the Mission-
Broadly, E. Constable and Wm. ers, the Revs. R. Langshaw, C. 
MeLeod. Baker and F. Bayly. 

Monday. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

The Cann River Mission, the The Denmark Settlement, the 
Bonang Mission; and the Mis- Kirton Point Mission; and the 
sioners, the Revs. T. R. Fleming Missioners, the Revs. K. Luders 
and H. R. Smith. and B. Lousada. 

Tuesday.—For the Hospital Work. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

For Sisters Dowling, Meades, For the Cann River Dispen-
Hitchcock, Bossley, Page, Prit- sary, Sister Todd and her 
chard, and Miss Ida Andrews patients, 
at Ceduna. 

Wednesday.—For the Hostels. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

For the children at Mungindi For Wilcannia and Mrs. Mann 
and Matron Cheers as she seeks and Miss Taylor, that they may 
to win them into the Kingdom, be blessed in their witness. 

Thursday. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

For the Sunday School by For the Organising Missioner, 
Post, with its Gospel message that he may be strengthened 
for the children. For the and guided in all his endeavours 
teachers and helpers, that they for the good of the work and 
may find encouragement in in his relationships with his 
their work. fellow-workers. 

Friday. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

For the Bishop Kirkby Mem- For students and all in train-
orial Hospital, that it may be ing for this work of God. 
opened free of debt. 

Saturday. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

For the President and Council For the Home Base Staffs, 
of the Society, that they may Auxiliaries, and Parochial 
be guided by His wisdom. Workers. 

Give Thanks— 
For progress made in the Field during the past year. 
For kindly givers who have helped us with their self-denials. 
For the progress made with the Memorial Hospital Appeal. 
For the joy of service. 
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