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Do we sufficiently exercise this power ? When we set out our 
plans for our own religious growth, or for the extension of God's 
Kingdom, are we gating steadfastly towards God ? 

In all our endeavours for the salvation of men, do we lay 
all before God ? Are we found continually before H i m ? 

Dc we tell Him each detail—intimately ? Do we ask Him 
for all He will give—confidently ? 

When our religious life seems to stand still, our courage gone, 
and faith seems to be slipping away, do we ask Him for the 
reason ? 

When there is work to do for Him in faraway places, when 
we possess servants of His who will undertake it, do we get "cold 
feet" and ask for a balance in the bank before we bestir ourselves, 
or do we tell Him all about it and then go and purchase the 
steamship tickets ? 

If we fail, it can only be because we expected little and asked 
less. " T o expect" means "to have faith11—"to ask11 surely means 
"to pray." 

We organise societies, we appoint committees for this and 
that. We have the finest speakers and the best publicity. We 
collect money and have the very best intentions for its admin' 
istration. We do it all for God's own Kingdom and desire 
nothing for ourselves, be it either fame or a good salary. 

But the spiritual results of this organisation will be exactly 
in proportion to the power of the . Spirit of God that is found 
in it—and the degree of that power will again be in proportion 
to the sincerity of the prayers we offer around it. 

"According to your faith be it unto you." 

THE ORGANISING MISSIONER'S LETTER. 

I must commence my letter with an apology. This issue of 
our little paper is late in appearing—very late indeed, I am afraid. 
Six weeks of travel by car, train and aeroplane are not a great 
aid in bringing out a journal such as this on time. However, 
they have been six very interesting weeks. 

My first business was to motor over to Melbourne to meet 
Mr. Chadwick and join the 'plane to Adelaide. To be actually 
in the air in our own long-looked'for aeroplane—the real starting 
point of that service into which has gone much prayer and a great 
deal of endeavour—words cannot describe one's feelings on that 
day, but they can be imagined by those many hundreds who have 
worked and prayed with us. 

When the 'plane landed at Ceduna there were already two 
other machines there, both of them much bigger than VH-AAA.— 
the big Adelaide-Perth Douglas, and the double-engined Vacuum 
Oil Company's 'plane. Nevertheless the cynosure of all eyes 
was the small moth with the words "Bush Church Aid Society" 
printed on her fusilage. She may be small in size, but how big 
she is in potential service ! 

I think that we found the most pleasure in studying the faces 
of Sister Dowling and Dr. Gibson, for when the 'plane arrived 
they seemed, incapable of speech, but their faces were eloquent of 
their feelings. 
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During the weeks that followed, landing grounds and other 
facilities had to be arranged for ; trial trips to many centres, in ' 
eluding Cook. Can you imagine what it meant to land at Cook 
for the first time by aeroplane ? Two and a half hours comfortable 
travel instead of eight hours' tiring, dusty, jolting. 

So we have begun. But before us lies much effort that this 
work may be efficiently continued : prayers, money, self-sacrificing 
effort to be translated into rich Christian service. 

After seeing the Flying Medical Service begun, I was able to 
see something of the work of the missioners. They are each doing 
a work that will count for much in the Kingdom of God. 

Mr. McLeod has special difficulties. He has a big district, 
one hundred miles long, with seventeen service centres. At present 
he is doing it with a worn-out car. Will you pray that it may 
soon be possible to give him a better vehicle ? 

Mr. Broadly at Ceduna, Mr. Constable at Penong, and Mr. 
Luders at Kirton Point, are, with their wives, very happy in 
their respective spheres. 

It was a great joy to baptise John Raymond, the infant son 
of the Broadleys, while at Ceduna. Mr. and Mrs. Broadley's term 
of̂  service ends in December of this year. We were not looking 
forward to their going, and it was with much pleasure that I 
received their decision to serve a further term. 

It was a joy also to be able to welcome Mr. and Mrs. Hallahan 
and the children to Cummins. For a little while they must needs 
live at the hotel, while their new home is being built. 

On arrival home to Sydney I received the news that the 
Union Trustee Company had decided to transfer the property 
known as "Coorah," at Wentwcrth Falls, to the B.C.A. The big 
home and many acres of ground will be a big asset in cur work, 
and it is hoped that a hostel for outback children will be estab
lished there. 

It was with very real regret that one heard of the passing 
onward of the Rev. A. C. Mosley. He had been a kindly 
friend to this Society for a great many years. Our prayers go 
out for the family left behind. 

Dr. Roy Gibson journeyed over to Melbourne in order to 
speak at our Melbourne Rally. It meant much to B.C.A. to have 
him there, and we tender him our very real thanks. It was 
fine to hear him witness to his own Christian experience. 

Now I must draw this letter to a close. Please pray earnestly 
that this work may be wisely guided and richly blessed, and that 
He Who has led us so far along this road of service will continue 
to meet the daily needs of this His work. 

Yours sincerely, 

T O M JONES. 

Dr. Roy Gibson. 

O F M A N Y T H I N G S . 

SISTER G. HITCHCOCK. 

These last few weeks have been teeming with interest, every 
thing seems to have happened at once, and it is somewhat difficult 
to sort things out into their right places. 

I think the 'plane takes the leading place, as everyone has 
been so keenly interested in its arrival and installation. Although 
Mr. Chadwick, with the 'plane, arrived at Ceduna first, Penong 
folk were just as excited when it landed here a week later. As 
soon as the landing-grounds (practically alongside the hospital) 

was pronounced as suitable, a working-bee was formed and the 
ground cleared and marked cut with a "T,-* and a wind-sock placed 
in position for landing on doctor's visiting day, which was Thurs' 
day. 

When Thursday arrived it was a beautiful day, and everyone 
came out to see the 'plane arrive. She landed gracefully, and out 
got Mr. Chadwick, Mr. Jones, Doctor, and Sister Dowling, armed 
with the usual doctor's bag and kit for Thursday afternoon's 
examination of patients. Sister Bossley and I, and then Rev. and 
Mrs. E. Constable were taken on a trial flight over Pt. Clair and 
the Salt Lakes—the red one, especially, looked even mere inter-
esting and unusual from the air. 

When we arrived back at the hospital, we were met with lusty 
protests from Sydney James Cook, who was thoroughly disgusted 
to think that he, an important member of B.C.A., had been left 
behind on such an occasion as the arrival of the much-looked-for 
aeroplane. However, after Mr. Jones had well spoilt him by 
picking him up and playing with him, he was somewhat pacified. 

Another of the important features was all our visitors ; we 
cannot often boast of visitors at Penong, so were very proud to 
have Mr. Jones, Mr. Chadwick, Dr. Gibson, and Rev. R. M. 
Fulford (Holy Trinity, Adelaide) here on their way through to 
Cook to select suitable landing grounds at the different centres. 
We had Mr. Fulford to stay with us during the week-end, enabling 
him to preach at a service at the Penong Church in the evening. 

Then another outstanding feature was Hospital Day at Ceduna, 
when the whole staff from Penong and Ceduna and the visitors 
were once more joined together ; but we will leave the descrip
tion of the activities of that day to the Ceduna folk. 

Doctor and Pilot making ready for a trip. 

To leave that side of the work, there is something of still 
greater importance and interest : a soul confessing his belief in 
His Saviour on his deathbed. A patient was brought into hospital 
in an acute state, operated on, and found to have an already 
ruptured appendix, and peritonitis had set in. Although right 
from the start he was in a most critical condition, he had a slight 
chance of getting better ; but after the fourth day he took a turn 
for the worse, and died. During his four days in hospital the 
Lord worked in a wonderful way to bring that soul to Him. He 
was a man who never professed any great keenness in any religion. 
When patients are in hospital it is our custom to always take them 
each morning a box containing "Precious Promises" with texts 
from the Bible, for each one to pick a promise for himself. On 
this occasion, however, the Sister was a bit diffident as to how a 
promise would be received. However he took one, and the one 
he took cut read, "Thou shalt keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." He seemed 
keenly interested and asked what it meant. Then he said, "Tell 
little Constable (meaning the Rev. E. V. Constable) I want to 
see him." When Mr. Constable entered the room the patient 
said, "Can you put me in touch with the One above ?" So 
there and then Mr. Constable had great joy in telling him of the 
One Who died for him, and the patient expressed his desire to 
accept Christ as his Saviour. He said he realised there was the 
possibility of his non-recovery, but that if he got better he knew 
Christ would make a difference in his life. 
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As he gradually got worse, Sister Bossley was watching by 
him. She felt she wanted to read him something from God's 
Word, but was at a loss to know just what to choose. However, 
the matter was decided for her as the Bible fell open at the 23rd 
psalm, and what could be more reassuring and helpful at such 
a time ? After reading it, she talked for a while on Christ know
ing His own sheep and calling them by name, and the patient, 
although he was fast getting weaker, said : " I am one of His 
•own sheep," and it was not many more hours before he was at 
rest for ever. 

Before closing, we must mention again our black baby, Sydney 
James Cook. He is growing fast, and is now six months old, and 
weighs 15 lbs., and looks a nice big, fat baby. He talks and 
chuckles, and holds long conversations with himself. What does 
it matter if no one understands him ?—he knows what he is 
talking about. Because he has some kind friends, both in Mel
bourne and Sydney, he can look ahead to the cold weather and 
smile, because he has some nice warm, woolly clothes to put 
on. The ether day a lady in Sydney and some of her friends 
knitted him some warm woollies—a woollen cap, a woollen coat, 
and a nice roomy pair of booties ; they also gave him a warm 
winceyette dress and a rattle. Do you knew, that is the first 
rattle he has ever had, as rattles are not procurable in Penong, 
and the storekeeper suggested we give him a tin with stones in 
it ! The idea ! ! However, now he has a real one, with a handle 
he can turn and twist whichever way he likes, and he can bite it 
if he wants to, so he is quite happy. One of these days he may 
be able to write for himself to tell you hew much he appreciates 
what is sent to him. 

NEW WORK AND WORKERS. 

Since the last issue of our paper quite a good deal of move
ment has taken place among our workers. 

The Rev. R. T. and Mrs. Hallahan, who until recently were 
at Prospect and Seven Hills, have gone to Cummins on the West 
Coast of South Australia. Cummins Mission is one of the new 
additions to our activities, and we are indeed fortunate to have 
secured Mr. and Mrs. Hallahan for this sphere. Mr. Hallahan 
worked on the West Coast fcr some years as an employee of the 
Hume Pipe Company, and was one of the fruits of the Rev. F. 
H. Dillon's ministry at Ceduna. Later, Mr. Hallahan was trianed 
at Moore College by the Society, and later still became missioner 
in the Mallee. He goes to Cummins with a rich experience of 
bush work and conditions. 

Mrs. Hallahan will be remembered best by our Victorian 
friends as Miss Nell Boyce, who gave so much faithful service 
in the Melbourne office. 

We wish them a long and fruitful ministry. 

O & & 
We have had to say "good-bye" to Sister M. Meads, whe re

turned to Adelaide owing to the death cf her mother. We offer 
Sister our prayerful sympathy, and assure her of many happy 
memories during her happy association at Ceduna. 

O £ & 
Sister Grace Hitchcock, who has been out on the West Coast 

for five years, has volunteered to undertake another of the So
ciety's new activities. As announced in our last issue, B.C.A. 
has agreed to provide the required medical service for the abo
rigines on the West Coast. The Lutheran Synod has provided a 
very fine little hospital, with nurses1 quarters, at Koonibba Mission, 
about twenty-three miles west of Ceduna. Sister Hitchcock will 
begin her new work at Koonibba on June 1st. Landing facilities 
have been provided so that the 'plane may call there when re
quired. 

& . & & 
The vacancies caused by the resignation of Sister Meads and 

the transfer of Sister Hitchcock have been filled by the appoint
ment of Sister M. Goodwin and Sister J. Eglitzky to Penong Hos
pital. The latter is the sister of Nurse Egliuky, who returned with 
Dr. Joan Taylor to India, and who is now doing excellent nursing 
work there. 

With the inauguration of the Flying Medical Service, Mr. 
Allan Chadwick joined our staff as doctor's pilot. Mr. and Mrs. 
Chadwick have now settled into their new home at Ceduna, and 
we welcome them both into our family of workers. 

We would not forget to offer them both our congratulations 
on the birth of a daughter, Barbara, and pray that they may be 
wisely guided in this new responsibility. 

& & & 
Sister Isobel Harris began duty at Cann River in April, re

placing Sister Hutchinson, who had undertaken the work there 
temporarily after Sister Todd's transfer to Cook. We offer our 
thanks tc Sister Hutchinson for her service at Cann River, and 
pray that her new work at Junee may be greatly blessed. 

Miss Harris is sister to Deaconess D. Harris, who gave such 
excellent service on the Mission Van. We can pray for no better 
result than that Sister's work may be as fruitful as that of 
Deaconess. 

© & & 
Sister M. A. Symons, of Sydney, began her work at Ceduna 

Hospital during April. For seme months Sister Dowling's staff 
had been working short-handed. The advent of Miss Symons 
brings the team at Ceduna up to full strength. 

We would ask our friends to remember all these new workers 
and their work very specially in their prayers. 

© & © 
The Organising Missioner was glad to have the Rev. R. M. 

Fulford, of Hcly Trinity, Adelaide (our South Australian Secre
tary), with him at the inauguration of the Flying Medical Service. 
Mr. Fulford has been a keen B.C.A. supporter for many years, 
and his trip enabled him to gain first-hand knowledge of the 
work on the West Coast, which we are sure he will turn to good 

NEWS FROM THE COAST. 
MATRON F . DOWLING. 

Many cf our B.C.A. friends, no doubt, have had their thoughts 
turned in this direction during the last few weeks. It has been 
an eventful month for the workers out here. 

We were pleased to welcome to our midst the Organising 
Missioner, Mr. Jones, and have him stay with us for a short 
time while he completed the business in connection with the 
establishment cf the Flying Medical Service. 

It was simply great to be out at the Ceduna aerodrome, and 
to get a first glimpse of the B.C.A. aeroplane as it approached 
its destination. Outsiders, I'm sure, as they witnessed the approach 
and landing of the machine, were greatly interested, mainly be
cause of the value this flying medical service was going to be to 
the district, in serving the people out back, and in reserving the 
health cf our doctor, whose strength has been greatly taxed in 
the excessive mileage he has had to do in such a large district. 

But to the individual B.C.A. workers, while appreciating this 
side of it, there was something far greater and deeper in our 
experience. It was to us not just an aeroplane arriving, but the 
evidence of a wonderful answer to prayer, of faith that has been 
honoured by God, and a mighty revelation of the fact that the 
possibility of Christian work, as carried out by the B.C.A., is 
unlimited if we will only have sufficient faith to go ahead looking 
to Christ, stating the need, and leaving the rest with Him. 
Surely, as the Organising Missioner and the Council look into 
the future and receive the vision of the need of extension in 
the work, they need never fear that the supplies will be lacking. 
"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." 

We were pleased to welcome to our midst Mr. and Mrs. 
Chadwick, and wish them God's richest blessing as they take up 
their share of the work for Him. 

Miss Andrews has been on vacation for the past month, and 
has enjoyed a well-earned rest. A fortnight was spent with Mr. 
and Mrs. W. H. Watson, of Mudamuckle, who are ever ready to 
extend hospitality to B.C.A. workers. 

Sister Symcns, of Sydney, joined the staff last month, and 
we were more than pleased to welcome her and pray God's blessing 
on her ministry here. 

We learn that Rev. H. Broadley has offered to stay on for 
another term of service. All will Welcome this news, as many 
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besides the staff appreciate his ministry and feel he is doing a 
big work for the Kingdom cf God. 

Since the last issue of the "Real Australian" we have lost 
Sister. Meades, of Adelaide, from our staff. We feel that she 
will still be a part of us, and that her interest and prayers will 
ever be in the work over here. 

COMING TO CUMMINS. 

Ceduna Hospital from the air. 

. Recently we had a patient admitted to hospital, and it was 
very apparent from the first that he was out to look for trouble. 
We couldn't but help sense the barriers which he had erected 
within himself, but we remembered that we have One working 
with us here Who can break down such barriers in the human 
heart. Gradually we noticed this patient changing in his attitude ; 
he became very interested in the general doings of the place. 
When leaving hospital he came into the office and said, "I feel 
I must tell you that when I came here I was prepared to find 
fault, but my stay amongst you all has been nothing but a big 
inspiration to me. The spiritual atmosphere of the place I learnt 
to appreciate, and I have been greatly helped by it all." Not one 
word on spiritual things was spoken to this man. The general 
witness of the place, the reading of God's Word to a sick patient 
in the same ward, and the working cf the Holy Spirit within his 
heart, led him to realise the fact that this place stands for some' 
thing far greater than the healing of the body. 

Another, case of a man brought in some weeks previously, 
one known to many B.C.A. workers who have been out here. It 
was taken for granted that this man was a Christian until a few 
days before his death, when his wife, a dear Christian woman, 
expressed her longing to have the assurance that her dear one 
belonged to the Lord. How often the mistake is made of taking 
a person for a Christian when they are not ; and because of this, 
how often is the opportunity missed of leading some soul into the 
Kingdom of God ? However, this man did not see the need of 
a Saviour. He gave the assurance that he did believe the Bible 
was the Word of God. Having this to work on, he was soon 
led to see what God's Word has to say, and that night he accepted 
Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour. Within twenty-four hours 
he had passed on to be with the One Who had died that he 
might live on for ever in the presence of God. 

A certain patient was comparing this hospital with a certain 
government one, and said how different it was. The Sister r e 
plied : "Yes, but cf course this is a new building, and new build' 
ings are always nice." He replied ^that it wasn't the building that 
made a fine hospital. On another occasion, on hearing a patient 
saying to one of the staff, "This place is far better than —-—" 
(mentioning another hospital), the Sister replied : "Well, if it 
wasn't better than —— there wouldn't be any point in us being 
out here." 

Yes, there is a Christ'like standard for us to maintain in this 
place, and, dear readers, we count upon you upholding us and 
the work in daily prayer, ever remembering that privilege is yours 
and gives you a very definite part in sharing in the work of 
God here. 

EEV. R. T. HALLAHAN. 

This is being written in the commercial room of the modern 
hotel in Cummins, at the close of our first Easter Day services here. 
One's first thoughts are of deep thankfulness to our Heavenly 
Father for His good hand upon us in all the difficulties attendant 
upon the removal from Sydney and arrival here. The journeying 
mercies so earnestly besought have been continually evident, and 
an entire absence of mishap, together with a marvellous provision 
of calm weather and opportunities for witnessing en route, are 
matters for wholehearted praise. 

Though our arrival was at mid'day on Good Friday, the gocd 
folk who met us at the railway station were so considerate as to 
forego their claim to a service in view of the tiring nature of cur 
previous days and night's journey by motor vessel and rail motor. 
The disagreeable noises of the grinding of the screw shaft of 
the vessel and the throb of the motor as it rattled over the fifty 
miles of narrow-gauge line between Port Lincoln and Cummins 
were dispelled from our minds as we descended the steps leading 
on to the platform at Cummins, and heard the cheery voices of 
our parishioners bidding us welcome. 

In the midst of this there suddenly became evident another 
disturbing though not a discordant sound, the low hum of an 
aeroplane, which presently appeared to the view and displayed 
the identification letters VH-AAA. Within a few minutes we were 
being motored to the spot where the landing was made, and were 
greeting, and being greeted by, the Organising Missioner and 
Mr. Chadwick, the pilct. We learned that their journey from 
Ceduna had occupied less than two hours, though the distance 
approximated 200 miles. Per medium of the rail motor we had 
covered one quarter of the distance in the same amount of time. 

It is this problem of bridging distances that confronts one 
as the work in this mission area is surveyed. How best to utilise 
one's time and strength and financial and mechanical resources so 
that .this scattered people may receive regular and helpful minis-
trations of the Word and Sacraments. The church-people have 
undertaken to provide a car and the maintenance expenses ; they 
have also arranged for the rental of a stone house ; the stones and 
sand are en the site, and it is hoped that three or four months will 
see the completion of the building. Meantime we have received 
accommodation at the hotel, a two-storied building of stone, fitted 
with modern conveniences that were undreamt of on the occasion 
of my previous sojourn in this coastal district twelve years ago. 

In my subsequent contributions I hope to be able to give a 
more detailed account of the work in this area, and cf the way in 
which the geographical distances are being bridged. May I ask 
the prayers of those who read this for grace to be given to pro
claim the Lord Jesus Christ as the only One Who can, and has, 
annihilated the spiritual foes that would have kept us distant from 
God, so that we who were sometime far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ, and that we may exercise lovingly that ministry 
of reconciliation which has been committed to us. 

SNAPSHOTS FROM MENENDIE. 

REV. C. BAKER. 

No. 1.—It was a lonely spot, rejoicing in the name of 
Stuckup, twenty miles from the main homestead. Christmas Day 
had come, but Father Christmas had not. So mother and father 
and their little lad and lassie were much cast down. The New 
Year arrived, and so did the homestead car with real Christmas 
presents—but not from Santa Claus. No, it was just that the 
B.C.A. missioner had heard the sad story and had left gifts at 
the homestead to be sent out to this station-worker's little son 
and daughter. And that was just because some kind folk in 
Sydney had thought of the bush children and sent some gifts 
along. Father Christmas came at last, but he was very late, and 
B.C.A, was able to fill up the gap. 

No. 2.—Swishing sounds of vigorous scrubbing come floating 
out of the windows of the Menindie church. There can be no 
doubt that something very energetic is going on inside. If we 
take a peep through the door we shall see two young girls, with 



June 1, 1938. THE REAL AUSTRALIAN. 

sleeves rolled up, applying soap and water to the floor. In another 
hour or so the floor will be spotlessly clean, the oilcolth polished 
like a mirror, every piece of brassware bright and shining, and 
not a speck of dust in sight. The explanation is simple, but in' 
structive. The two girls were confirmed recently. They felt they 
wanted to do something practical for their Master, so they offered 
to prepare the church every week, and they have done it ever 
since One of them is now a Sunday School teacher, too. You 
see, the B.C.A. ministry is rather worthwhile. 

No. 3.—A little bush fellow of about ten was really ill in 
Sydney Hospital. He had come 625 miles from out'back to have 
his eyes put right, under the Far West Scheme. But while in 
hospital double pneumonia had developed. Hope grew dim, so 
his parents received an urgent message to come down. Only his 
father was able to do so. He now sat by his only son's bedside. 
It was going to be a hard blow to lose this precious life. How 
would his mother face it ? Sad thoughts passed through the 
father's mind. The little chap certainly looked deathly. But 
at the same moment, far away in Menindie, in a small corrugated 
iron house, a small group knelt in prayer—the mother, the B.C.A. 
missioner, and the sick boy's sisters, not forgetting the baby. 
There was nothing eloquent about the prayer, but it was offered 
in dead earnest and in faith believing. Well, God does answer 
prayer, and He did then. That bush lad is very much alive in 
Menindie at this present moment, completely recovered, and he 
began to mend the day we knelt in prayer, as was learned later. 

No. 4.—"Gocd'day, drover ; having a bad trip ?" "Yes," 
came the tired reply of the hardy stockman. "The country is 
bad; there's 2,500 in this mob, and we have lost a lot. I left 
town three weeks ago, and we have come only sixty miles in that 
time. The sheep are poor, and there's nothing for them to eat. 
We've a long way to go yet, too. But they can't travel fast." 
The mob moved on slowly over barren ground, leaving behind 
a cloud of dust. It is nearly nine months since rain of any value 
fell. Thick dust and sand cover the ground in place of vege' 
tation. Feed is negligible, water is scarce. Things look bad— 
things are bad. Travel is an endurance test. There is no sign 
cf a break in the weather. Every day is tantalisingly fine and dry. 
However, the indomitable spirit of the Western people will win 
through despite heavy loss. But it will be a mighty hard struggle. 

No. 5.—Pooncarie is a little town, a very little town, half'way 
between Menindie and Wentworth. The River Darling flows past 
lazily a couple of hundred yards away. The town and a large 
slice of country have been recently added to the MenindieTvanhoe 
B.C.A. district. The new country will represent a total of about 
300 miles of roadway to be traversed by the missioner, linking 
up with about forty out'back homes. This new area will receive 
regular attention, and at the same time the MenindieTvanhoe dis' 
tricts must be kept in touch with constantly as before. Several 
services have been held already at Pooncarie and the response has 
been most encouraging. Prayer is needed for this new work, that 
God's blessing may prosper it. For some time it will be a period 
of sowing and not reaping. Will readers pray that the Word of 
Life may be sown faithfully, and that until the harvest comes the 
B.C.A. missioner may have grace to persevere, for he will certainly 
need much grace. 

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY. 

N.S.W. WOMEN'S AUXILIARY ANNUAL 
"AT HOME." 

This annual gathering of our lady friends took place on 
Wednesday, May 25th, at the Y.W.C.A. Hall in Liverpool Street, 
Sydney. Mrs. Mowll kindly presided, and although the day was 
terribly wet, we had an attendance of jus t over one hundred. 

This year the objective was the filling of a sack (small) of 
florins, and a very creditable result was achieved, £34 /10 / ' going 
into the sack during the afternoon. 

The usual business part of the meeting was speedily got 
through, and the annual report and balance sheet showed that a 
wealth of effort had been made by our lady friends during the past 
year. 

The invitation cards had invited our friends to come and meet 
Doctors Ray and Freda Gibson, from Ceduna, but unfortunately, 
owing to Dr. Freda's illness, neither was able to be present. 
This we very much regretted, as we had long looked forward 
to meeting both our doctors. 

We were, however, saved from utter disappointment by the 
presence of Miss Nancy Bird, the well-known N.S.W. aviatrix. 
Miss Bird has been flying for seven years, and at the age of 
twentytwo years has a remarkable record—not once has she had 
to make a forced landing. , • 

She told us about her work at Gharleville, Cunnamulla, and 
Bourke with her ambulance 'plane, and some of the moving 
stories that she related helped us to realise the real necessity of 
aeroplanes out'back. 

The Organising Missioner explained that for a long time Miss 
Bird had been providing a speedy ambulance service in these 
places "off her own bat'1 and without support from anybody, 
and stated that this alone made her well worthy of the admira' 
tion of the whole community. Mr. Jones said that he personally 
hoped that Miss Bird would one day in the nct'too'far'distant 
future find a place in B.C.A. service. 

I think all those who had braved the wet weather felt amply 
repaid by hearing and meeting so distinguished and courageous 
a young woman. 

We hope that the "afternoon'' will add much impetus to our 
endeavours and many to cur numbers. 

Please remember that Miss Ashe will be happy to have your 
name for membership. Ring her up at FM'3347, or, write her 
at 184 Queen Street, Woollahra. 

& & O 

St. Alban's , Leura, 

The annual meeting of the B.C.A. Women's Auxiliary was 
held on Wednesday, April 20th, at 3 p.m. in St. Alban's Hall. 
There was a large attendance. Mrs, Dixon'Hudson presided. The 
meeting opened with a hymn and prayer. 

Mrs. Dixon Hudson stated that the past year had been a 
most successful one ; 246 garments had ^een sent in to be dis' 
tributed to the B.C.A. hospitals at Cook, Ceduna, and Penong. 
The sum of £9/9A was given at a "Donation Afternoon" held 
in November to provide Christmas gifts for the out'back children ; 
also £10 was contributed at the annual meeting last year for the 
purchase of material to be made up. On Wednesday, April 20th, 
the sum of £ 1 1 / 1 2 / ' was received for material. 

Mrs. Dixon'Hudson introduced Mrs. W. L. Langley, who 
gave a most inspiring and interesting talk on the wonderful work 
which is being done for the out'back people by the B.C.A. and 
the great need there is for supporting this work. Mrs. Langley 
thanked the Leura members for the splendid work they had accom" 
plished, and wished them success in the ensuing year. 

Mrs. Biddle sang two songs most heautifully, which added 
much to the enjoyment of the afternoon. Afternoon tea was 
served by the members. 

The Box Secretary (Mrs. Dixson'Hudson) announced that the 
amount collected in the B.C.A. boxes for tke year ending April, 
1938, amounted to £21. 

The meeting closed with the Benediction. 

VICTORIAN NOTES. 

A N N U A L RALLY.—The Victoria Rally on Tuesday, May 
3rd, was not so well attended this year as last, owing to the clash 
of other meetings, and the cold weather, too, perhaps. The spirit 
and tone of the meeting was well up to standard, and everyone 
went home feeling more convinced than ever of the value and 
need of our work in the out'back. 

The Archbishop of Melbourne, who presided, extended con' 
gratulations on the progressive nature of the Society's work for 
God and the Empire as well as for Australia in particular. The 
inauguration of the Aerial Medical Service was to be especially 
commended as being a source of very much-needed succour in the 
areas of great distances. 
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Dr. Roy Gibson, our Flying Doctor, instanced hew the medical 
work in the Far West Mission had grown during the past five years. 
The number of available beds had been multiplied and the erection 
of new hospitals meant that the work had trebled. This had 
necessitated increase of staff ; and the opening of the Bishop Kirkby 
Memorial Hospital at Cook had made necessary the provision of 
an aeroplane for transport of patients and doctor. He briefly 
showed how a life had been lost because the long journey by 
car had used up precious time which the quick transport by air 
would have saved, with the inevitable result that the dreadful 
verdict of "too late" had to be uttered. Another instance of the 
same result he instanced was a strychnine poisoning case 150 miles 
from Ceduna. The patient died an agonising death before the 
doctor could reach the patient. He averaged 2,000 miles per 
month by car, and in January of this year 120 miles per day. 
The doctor's moving testimony of the splendid service of the 
nursing staff made a deep impression on all who heard it. The 
nursing staff, he said, was second to none anywhere. Their lives 
were governed by a splendid ideal of the service which had won 
for Christ many who could not have been otherwise touched. 
In this category he humbly, and with great gratitude, included 
himself. 

He further showed how the Cook Hospital had given a sense 
of security to people who had previously been 513 miles in one 
direction and 560 miles in the ether from medical help and 
attention. The Transcontinental railway people were most appre-
dative of the new service made available for them. The placing 
of a nurse at the Lutheran Mission for Aborigines at Koonibba 
was the newest addition to cur scope of activities. 

The Ven. Archdeacon W. L. Langley read the Organising 
Missioner's report, with characteristic comments, and this innova-
tion was very well received. The Chairman of the Victorian Com
mittee, the Rev. Dr. A. Law, conducted the Bible reading and 
prayers, and the Organising Missioner showed new moving and 
still pictures of the work being dene. 

Miss Ashton, Dip.Mus., very kindly provided the music for 
the evening. The Rally collection—including gifts from those 
unable to be present—totalled £91. 

<S> <$> 3> 
The Women's Auxiliary, as usual, rendered splendid assistance 

by organising a tea before the meeting. They provided an excel-
lent meal at a low cost, and their splendidly arranged system of 
catering and service was highly appreciated. We owe them a real 
debt of gratitude for their work so freely given throughout the 
year. 

A very interested and happy meeting of parishioners of St. 
John's, Toorak, was held in the home of Mrs. John Buchan, Orrcng 
Road, on Monday, May 9th, and the Rev. Dr. Law presided. 

Sister Violet Page spoke of the work in the hospitals at 
Ceduna, Penong and Cook, and answered many questions which 
were invited from the ladies—and gentlemen—present. The Vic
torian Secretary showed pictures of the Society's medical work in 
Victoria and South Australia, and after Mrs. W. L. Langley, 
of Sydney, had told of how their Auxiliary worked, it was decided 
to form a B.C.A. Auxiliary in connection with the parish Ladies' 
Guild. Miss Noel Tucker readily agreed to undertake the duties 
of secretary, and a number of members were enrolled and dona
tions received. It is expected that this new auxiliary will materially 
increase the interest in, and help for, our medical work in 
particular. 

In the lovely situated town of Healesville a meeting of ladies, 
organised by Miss C. Hancock, was held en May 10th in the 
parish hall, under the presidency of the Vicar, the Rev. R. D. 
Lloyd. Sister Page gave a very interesting talk on the work in 
and around the three hospitals in the Far West Mission. A goodly 
array of linen, etc., for the hospitals was received, as well as a 
stock of groceries to replenish the larder, which well filled the 
back of the Secretary's car. Mrs. Dalway gave a fine old Irish 
linen sheet 112 years old. 

The St. Thomas', Essendon, Auxiliary, which has done such 
good work for years under the direction of Miss Ivy Woods* 
arranged an "Australian Tea" for Wednesday, May 11th. Here 
again Sister Page deputised for Dr. Gibson, who had to return 
to Ceduna. Her descriptions of the work cf the three hospitals 

and some of the experiences she recounted were very well received 
and still further increased the enthusiasm of members and friends 
present. The Vicar of St. Thomas' (the Rev. C. H. Raymond) is 
a member of the Victorian Committee and Council of the So
ciety, and everTeady to help in any way possible. The results 
of the tea were encouraging in every way. 

The Central Women's Auxiliary would be glad to welcome 
new members. They meet on the third Tuesday of each month in 
the Board Room, St. Paul's Cathedral Buildings, Melbourne. Mrs, 
H. Goodwin, 155 Thomas Street, East Brighton, is the secretary. 
Her telephone number is X-4327. Give her a ring now and tell 
her she can expect to see you at the next meeting. 

Maybe you can arrange to have an auxiliary in your parish. 
The Secretary will be glad to speak at any time to a group of 
ladies either in your home or elsewhere. If you can help in 
this way, get in touch with him at the office in St. Paul's Cathedral 
Buildings, Room 11, 2nd Floor. Telephone, F-5675. 

St. John's, East Malvern, have a collection for B.C.A. every 
year, on the first Sunday in February, and their result this year 
was £12 /5 / - . We are grateful to the Vicar and Vestry for 
arranging this annual collection and commend it as a fine example 
to all our parishes. 

Miss Ivy Woods has been compelled to relinquish the secre
taryship of the St. Thomas' branch, and Miss M. Penrose now 
occupies that position. We owe much to Miss Wood's enthusiasm, 
and it is good to know that she is still retaining her membership. 

Delegate's pretty Church. 

Recently the Rev. and Mrs. T. R. Fleming moved into their 
new home at Delegate. For twelve months they were compelled 
to live at the hotel owing to an acute shortage of houses. The 
people of the Delegate-Bonang Mission have been so appreciative 
of Mr. Fleming's ministry that they decided to build them a new 
home. The result is that tc-day, besides possessing a very beauti
ful little church, Delegate now has a fine modern rectory. 

<$> <$> <$> 
Our thanks are due to Mrs. F. W. Harvey for a gift of 

a Communion set for Cook Hospital. The vessels had been the 
property of Mrs. Harvey's husband, the late Rev. F. W. Harvey, 
who with Rev. N. Haviland and Rev. R. R. Hawkins, was one 
of the "Three Aitches"—B.C.A's. earliest missioners. Mrs. Harvey 
and her family have also donated an annual book prise for the 
most improved child at Wilcannia Hostel. As Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
served as the Society's first workers at Wilcannia, this will be an 
interesting link. We are grateful for this token of the Harvey 
family's long interest in our work. 

A word, too, must be said about two very keen B.C.A. 
enthusiasts : Mrs. Lawrence, of Bexley, and Mrs. Marshall, of 
Rockdale. 

Mrs. Lawrence has for some years held an annual Garden 
Fete in her home and her garden. She puts in much time and 
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energy in order to make a success of it. On May 7th she held 
her effort for this year, and was fortunate to have a bright, sunny 
afternoon. It is too early to know what the finencial return was, 
but I am sure that many catch some of Mrs. Lawrence's enthusi' 
asm for B.C.A. while attending her annual effort. 

Mrs. Marshall, of Rockdale, has for many years collected 
amongst her friends and neighbours quite considerable sums. To* 
wards the end of last year she handed in to the office <£18 so 
collected. Mrs. Marshall has been doing this since 1927, and has 
collected an amount in the region of £200. 

We are grateful to these friends and those who assist them. 
They show us what can really be done when one is enthusiastic. 
Are there not some among our younger friends who will come 
forward and help in such ways ? 

Mr. A. Chadwick about to take off. 

B.C.A. has been fortunate in securing the services of Mr. 
Allan Chadwick as pilot. He has revealed himself as a careful 
and capable pilot'mechanic in his handling of VH 'AAA. 

'REAL AUSTRALIAN" SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Following are the subscriptions received since last issue. For 
want of space we are only acknowledging the subscriptions where 
no receipt has been received :—Mrs.. I. Robertson, Miss L. Banks' 
Smith, Miss K. Allen, Mr. L. J. Hurst, Mrs. F. Fasakerley, Mrs. 
E. S. Alford, Miss A. Carter, Miss M. A. Allen, Mrs.. A. M. 
Alkin, Mrs. R. P. Gee, Mrs. H. Littler, Miss J. Johnson, Miss N. 
Starkey, Mrs. P. Cramer, Miss J. Harris, Miss M. E. Harman, Mr. 
H. N. Bainbridge, Mrs. A. G. Hain, Mr. A. J. Waters, Mrs. A. 
Baker, Miss I. Dutton, Mrs. L. Richardson, Miss L. M. Grieve, 
Miss E. Downey, Mr. G. H. Winton, Mrs. Little, Rev. H .Ham, 
Mrs. Digby Smith, Mrs. S. Horn, Mrs. J. Watt, Rev. B. B. 
Lousada, Miss G. Napper, Miss A. M. Edwards, Mrs. Chase, Mrs. 
Bretherton, Mis. Wilmot'Smith, Miss Thorp, Miss E. Christie, Mrs. 
Miller, Mrs. G. Rendel, Mrs. A. J. Edmondson, Mrs. Powell, Mrs. 
Paterson, Miss D. Ellis, Miss E. Tilley, Mr. C. Nellor, Mrs. E. 
Hall, Deaconess M. Sundell, Dr. Sundell, Frau Zundel, Miss E. 
Clifford, Miss E. Omerod, Miss P. Hurd, Mr. L. C. Rogers, Mr. 
J. Connor, Miss V. Were, Miss A. J. Watts, Mrs. K. Smith, Mrs. 
Uebergang, Miss L. C. Bennett, Miss M. Bigmore, Mrs. Wise, Mr. 
J. L. Nicholas. 

We wish to make grateful acknowledgment to the following 
donors of anonymous gifts :— 
March 7, 1938: 10A note, "To God be the Glory:' 
March 14, 1938 : £l postal note, Aeroplane Fund—Anon. "Well 

Wisher/' 
March 28, 1938 : 5A F.M.8., Wellwisher, Wollongong. 
April 4, 1938 : 4/- (postage stamps), donation, "Well Wisher." 
April 22, 1938 : 3/6 F.M.S., "A poor sympathiser," Summer Hill. 

Cook from the air. Hospital at left. 

Sister Todd has been very busy at Cook, and the volume of 
work done by her at the Memorial Hospital has more than justified 
the whole venture. It would seem that a second nurse is a 
necessity for this sphere. 

AN APPEAL FOR TIBOOBURRA. 

From the far north-west corner of New South Wales comes 
a call for help which should bring forth a ready response. The 
people of Tibooburra, a quaint little town over 200 miles from 
the nearest railway, are concerned for the spiritual welfare of the 
children of the district. 

There is no church of any kind in the town, and a move' 
ment to erect one was started recently by some of the Anglican 
settlers. Then came the drought. For eighteen months there has 
been no rain of any value ; sheep are dying everywhere ; drinking 
water has to be carted up to thirty miles ; and many of the settlers 
are facing ruin. It is impossible for them even to pay their 
way, and it seems as if their plans for a church, where their 
spiritual need may be met and the children won for Christ, are 
destined to be indefinitely postponed. Yet if they could get only 
£*>() now the scheme could be proceeded with. 

Surely we who live such sheltered lives with so many spiritual 
privileges will see to it that this work for God is not held up. 
Will you help ? Send a donation to-day marked "Tibooburra 
Church" and pray that God may touch the hearts of many others 
to do likewise. 

Sister Dowling and Sydney James Cook. 

Sydney James Cook is now seven months old, and has de
veloped into a fine young fellow. Please specially remember him 
and his future in your prayers. 
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Sunday—Pray for the Missions. 

Delegate's New Rectory. 

A WONDERFUL GIFT. 

The Union Trustee Company has informed the B.C.A. that 
the board of the company has agreed to transfer to this Society 
the property known as "Qoofjih5

,\ at Wentworth Falls. 
""Cborar/1 is a well-built country home of fifteen large rooms, 

with fortytwo acres of parkland. It is well known as the old 
home of Mrs. A. Pitt, and for its wonderful daffodils, of which 
there are over a million bulbs. 

The house is completely furnished, and We hope tc use it 
in connection with our Children's Hostel work. 

Please pray that the Council of the Society may be wisely 
guided in using this magnificent gift. 

Mother and Child. 

THE PLACE OF PRAYER. 

A PRAYER FOR USE W I T H OUR PRAYER LIST. 
O l o r d God of our nation, W h o has commanded men to subdue and 

replenish the earth : Look in Thy love upon all those who in the distant parts 
of our land are striving against many difficulties, and are deprived the access of 
the means of grace. Strengthen and guide the Bush Church Aid Society and 
its Clergy, Nurses, Deaconesses, and Students. Cheer and encourage them 
in discouragements and loneliness, and bless their ministrations to the good 
of those they serve, and grant that the message of redeeming love may thus 
be rooted and grounded in our national life, to the glory of Thy Great Name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

MORNING. 
The Far West Missions at 

Penong, Ceduna, Minippa and 
Cummis ; the Missioners, Eevs. 
L. Broadly, E. Constable, 
Win. McLeod, and E. Hallahan. 

EVENING. 
The West Darling Mission at 

Wilcannia, Menindee, and the 
N.-W. Mallee; and the Mission
ers, the Eevs. E. Langshaw, C. 
Baker and F. Bayly. 

Monday, 
MORNING. 

The Cann Eiver Mission, the 
Bonang Mission; and the Mis
sioners, the Eevs. T. E. Fleming 
and IT. E. Smith. 

EVENING. 
The Denmark Settlement, the 

Kirton Point Mission; and the 
Missioners, the Eevs. K. Luders 
and B. Lousada. 

Tuesday.—For the Hospital Work. 
MORNING. 

For Sisters Dowliilg, Bossley, 
Page, Pritchard, Symons, and 
Miss Ida Andrews at Ceduna ;; 
Sisters Goodwin and Eglitzky 
at Penong. 

EVENING. 
For the. Cann Eiver Dispen

sary, Sister Harris and Sister 
Hitchcock at Koonibba Mission 
Station. 

Wednesday.—For the Hostels. 

MORNING. 
For the children at Mungindi 

and Matron Cheers. 
For Wilcannia and Mrs. Mann 

and Miss Taylor. 

EVENING. 
For the Flying Medical Ser

vice, Mr. Chadwick and Doctors 
E. and F. Gibson. 

Thursday. 

MORNING. 
For the Sunday School by 

Post, with its Gospel message 
for the children. For the 
teachers and helpers, that they 
may find encouragement in 
their work. 

EVENING. 
For the Organising Missioner, 

that he may be strengthened 
and guided in all his endeavours 
for the good of the work and 
in his relationships with his 
fellow-workers. 

Friday. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

For the Bishop Kirkby Mem- For students and all in tram-
orial Hospital and Sister Todd ing for this work of God. 
as she ministers to the people 
on the great Nullarbor Plain. 

Saturday. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

For the President and Council For the Home Base Staffs, 
of the Society, that they may Auxiliaries, and Parochial 
be guided by His wisdom. Workers. 

Each day pray that the many needs of the work may be 
met. 

£500 to complete the aeroplane purchase. 
A better car for the Eev. W. McLeod, at Minnipa. 
Eunning expenses of 35/- per hour to keep the medical plane 

in the air. 
Three consecrated clergy missioners for urgent work in 

the field. 
The sum of £50 to build a hangar at Cook. 
An increase of £2000 in the year 's income to provide for the 

new works undertaken. 

GIVE THANKS— 

For the rich blessing and wonderful growth of the Society's 
work. 

For all the kindly givers who have helped with their self-
denials. 

For the inauguration of the Flying Medical Service. 
For the splendid gift of "Coorah, \ f Wentworth Falls. 
For new workers in hospitals and missions. 
For the joy of service. 
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