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B.C.A. - WHAT IS IT ? 
By the O. M. 

From time to time the statement is made : "What is this 
B.C.A. ? I have never heard of it !" Yet in a year a very 
great deal is said and written about the Society. Well, 
"What is B.C.A. ?" 

To-day, after twenty-one years of service, the Society is 
the largest single organisation of its kind in Australia. It 
is responsible for fourteen extensive missions in the Aus
tralian Bush and Out-back, four Hospitals and two Nursing 
Homes are staffed and administered by the Society, three 
Children's Hostels and Mail-Bag Sunday School cater for the 
children of our pioneers, and a Medical Air Service of pilot 
and 'plane is managed and financed by B.C.A. This is a 
work of considerable extent. When we remember that all 
has been built up in the short space of twenty-one years, we 
must feel thankful to Almighty God for His great blessings 
upon our labours for Him. 

What is the B.C.A. to the people out-back who benefit 
by the services provided ? 

First and foremost, it is the constant and continual 
witness to them of the things of God. Do not mistake me, 
for I do not want you to think that all the people in the 
bush and plain are simply overwhelming in their desire for 
God and His religion. 

Many of our missioners could tell you of long weary 
miles travelled to take a service, to find only two or three 
persons present at the end of it. But the fact remains that 
in many places the B.C.A. missioner is the only representative 
of the Church in a huge district. His very presence is a 
continual witness to the things of God. 

In times of sickness, accident and childbirth,*the hospitals 
of B.C.A. are places in which the ministry of "Him Who 
went about doing good*' is continued. To the folk of the 
areas in which the hospitals are situated, B.C.A. means just 
that difference between living in the out-back in the sure 
and certain knowledge of the presence of this comforting 
ministry and the haunting fear as to what may always 
happen in places where they do not exist. 

To the parents of children in our hostels, B.C.A. means 
the provision of an organisation which permits them to send 
their children far from home to enable them to receive some 
schooling. They feel that they can board their children 
far from home and parental supervision without worry and 
anxiety. They know that their sons and daughters will be 

cared for as they themselves desire. Above all else, they 
know that the atmosphere of a B.C.A. Hostel is such as 
will help their children to clean and healthy manhood or 
womanhood. 

To those who have children on the Mail-Bag Sunday 
School roll, B.C.A. means the provision of facilities by which 
their children may learn regularly and under proper super
vision the elements of Christian teaching, for the out-back 
parent differs in no wise to the city parent in desiring for 
his or her child the best things of life. 

What does the B.C.A. mean to you ? Is it just another 
charity begging for your money ? If you feel that way 
about it, please don't send B.C.A. another penny. No ; it 
is better than that—much better. B.C.A. is an avenue of 
Christian service enabling you to serve God and your fellows 
in places to which you can never go, and in ways you were 
never trained for. 

If you are a nurse, you can go to Ceduna or elsewhere 
and give fine service for God. But you say, "I am not a 
nurse. I am a mother with children, living in some ordinary 
suburb somewhere or other doing the ordinary things of life." 
Well, that may be so ; but you can still nurse in the out
back, preach to lonely settlers, or pilot an aeroplane by using 
somebody else's hands. 

You may be caught with the spirit of adventure ; you 
too would like to go to far places and minister in God's 
Name, but He has given you other responsibilities. 

If we in B.C.A. had the finest hostels, hospitals, aeroplane, 
missioners, nurses and doctors without the ministry of our 
friends at home, we could do nothing. 

So you will remember B.C.A. is not just a begging 
machine ! It is an avenue of Christian service open to 
you to use. 

I wonder what B.C.A. means to Almighty God ! Surely 
to Him it represents the continuance of the ministry of His 
Son, Who "healed the sick, made the blind to see, and 
preached the Gospel of the Kingdom of God." 

T H E REV. KARL A N D M R S . LUDERS, W H O ARE S T A T I O N E D A T 
RAPPVILLE, N . S . W . 

M r . Luders was Curate at St. Mat thew's , Manly, 1933-5, and then 
proceeded to Port Lincoln as Missioner-in-Charge of B . C . A . Mission of Kirton 
Point . In January, 1940, M r . and Mrs . Luders transferred to Rappville as 
B .C .A . ' s first missioner in that centre. 

T H E REV. R. T . A N D M R S . H A L L A H A N , A T P R E S E N T I N C H A R G E 
O F K I R T O N P O I N T . ^ 

M r . Hallahan was brought i n t o t o u c h w i t h B c A s o m e W t e e n 

while working on the West Coast H e later offered for training and became 
a student at Moore College. . After a curacy at Castle Hil l , M r . Hallahan 
became our missioner at Werrimull , Victoria, 1931-4. During 1934-5 he was 
in Townsville (Dio . of N . Queensland) , returning to Sydney as Rector of 
Seven Hills, 1936-8. In 1938 M r . Hallahan volunteered for work at Cummins, 
S.A. , a B . C . A . Mission, and upon M r . Luder 's transfer to Rappville became 
Missioner-in-Charge at Kirton Point . 

Mrs . Hallahan is remembered by many of our Victorian friends as Miss N . 
Boyce, who for three years was a capable office assistant to our Victorian 
Secretaries. 
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FROM THE MISSIONS 
WILCANNIA. 

Rev. D. Livingstone. 

B.C.A. performs a valuable work in ministering to these 
people, for who knows but that some of them will be lifted 
from the place where they have fallen and set upon the way 
to happiness and Heaven. 

When travelling in the bush, the B.C.A. missioner often 
meets other travellers ranging from the well-to-do represen
tative of the wool agents to the down-at-heel hobo. The 
latter is by far the more interesting, for many of them tell 
a tale of hardship and suffering, or of foolishness and sin. 
During the brief talk on the road, it is the missioner's job 
to speak a word for his Master and try to be of practical 
help. 

So far I have met two lads working their way home to 
Cairns, a drunk who came from Darwin with £100, a pros
pector going to Tennant's Creek, various shearers, a married 
couple going round the country in an old horse-drawn van, 
and many others. 

The boys going to Cairns had lost their jobs in Melbourne 
and were trying to work their way back to Cairns, when I 
found them lost in the bush. In gratitude for showing them 
the right track, they gave me oranges. In return I had a 
little talk with them, after which they seemed glad to receive 
booklets and magazines. 

The man from Darwin had landed here in Wilcannia 
with £100, but got 
into bad company 
and drank the lot. 
He came to me for 
work. He was very 
remorseful, and he 
gratefully took book
lets when I told him 
that the Lord Jesus 
Christ would give 
him victory over his 
temptation if he 
would only trust 
Him. 

But the saddest 
case I have yet 
come across was only 
last week. I was 
staying at a station 
when a pitifully de
crepit, c r e a k i n g 
horse-drawn van drew up. The driver asked if he could 
stay in an old shed for the night. Next morning I went 
down to have a yarn with him To my surprise, a rather 
nice English woman and two boys, one aged ten and the 
other five, came out with the man. Two years ago the 
job in Sydney gave out. The home was sold over their 
heads, and the family was thrown into the street. Some
how they got a van and a bit of gear together, and set 
out looking for work. Two years' fruitless wandering has 
brought them out here. The van is worn out ; the horse 
is just about done, but their spirit is still unbroken. Their 
one concern is for their children, who are well mannered and 
well spoken, but now showing signs of going wild. Unfor
tunately, I could not help them, but seeing they were Church 
of England, and the woman at least sincerely Christian, I 
was able to minister to them, and left them magazines and 
booklets. 

So we meet on the road, a few minutes' conversation, 
and- then pass, never to meet again. But each of these 
wanderers is ministered to in some way or another. 

MENINDIE. 

Rev. G. B. Calderwood. 

THIS, OR - -

It is a great thing to have a challenge thrown at you : 
one that makes you grind your teeth and strain with every 
muscle you have—a challenge which wrings out of you every 
good talent you possess ! Someone once said, "The most 
significant moment in our life is when we realise that an 
obstacle can be an opportunity." At the moment it would 
seem that a huge obstacle is confronting the work which we 
have set out to do for God and His Kingdom. But if we 
regard it as a challenge and an opportunity, it will be swept 
away by the power and love of God working through us. 

Life is good these days, because there is a whole world 
to struggle for and a victory to be won. The challenge of 
the Out-back presents B.C.A. with an obstacle which becomes 
an opportunity. It is because our many friends realise that 
fact that it is possible for B.C.A. to maintain its missioners 

in a great work for 
, Jesus Christ. 

It is my privilege 
to minister in a 
mixed district. The 
m a j o r i t y of my 
people are not so 
well off as you who 
read this paper, but 
the comfort of the 
Church is brought to 
many, and victory 
has been won against 
heavy odds. It is 
the friend of B.C.A. 
who makes this pos
sible. It is the 
staunch supporter 
who opens up an 
endless road to souls 
who were up against 

a blank wall. It is the one desire of the B.C.A. missioner 
to make God's love real to every inhabitant of the out-back. 
It is the wish—rather vision—of the B,C.A. that Jesus Christ 
should enter the homes of those "beyond the sunset," bringing 
comfort to the bereaved, healing to the sick, strength to the 
weary, and hope to the faint-hearted. But this ministry and 
service depends entirely upon those who live in the comforts 
of civilisation in our cities. 

Last week a distressed husband called to see if I would 
take his wife in to hospital. It was a maternity case, but 
unfortunately the poor woman was also suffering from 
pneumonia. The utility was converted into an ambulance 
and a trying ride of 75 miles undertaken. The husband had 
tears of gratitude in his eyes when, at the hospital, he 
thanked me for my assistance. Life in the out-back is 
difficult at any time, but life without the love of the Church 
and Christ would be unbearable. The whole meaning would 
go out of life ; and I can think of nothing more terrible 
than lost courage and faith. 
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The practice of worship in the city is fairly easy. 
Beautiful churches and the quiet strains of an organ assist 
the spirit to prepare for worship. In the out-back a bare 
hall, in which a dance had been held the previous night ; 
gay coloured streamers hanging overhead ; an empty beer 
bottle or two lying in a corner—this has to take the place 
of a church ! In such surroundings it is difficult to prepare 
to meet God in worship. Yet in the beautiful Communion 
Service the external things grow dim and the heights of the 
spirit world of Christ are reached. 

There are obstacles in any work for the Master ; but 
there is a challenge, and B.C.A. is meeting that challenge. 
We go onward and upward with sure faith in the love and 
power of God—a faith which will conquer and overcome 
every obstacle, and will bring to birth a better world for 
"those beyond the sunset." 

RAPPVILLE. 

Rev. K. Haiders. 

My attention has been drawn to the 
fact that, owing to a thoughtless 
omission in the last "Real Australian" 
article re the Parish of Rappville, I 
committed an injustice to my prede
cessor. It was wrong of me not to 
have mentioned that, after his depar
ture, there was a lapse of about four 
months, during which time no minis
trations were carried on in the parish, 
apart from those on one Sunday, when 
the Rev. T. Jones visited a few centres. 
I apologise for this oversight. 

The centres given most attention in 
the last article were the five having 
Church buildings. But there are 
others. Busby's Flat, on the old 
Tenterfield bullock-waggon track, is 
not far from home—eighteen miles to 
be exact, and the road is "not too 
bad." At least we (the locals) say 
that ; visitors may think differently ! 
One I took out recently came home 
with a backache ; but, of course, that 
may have been Mona's fault. At this 
place interest is quickening noticeably. 
Adults, young people and children 
alike are fairly consistent in attend
ing services now, and that is some 
sort of index. 

In dry weather the road from Busby's Flat to Cherry 
Tree is fairly good. For some of the way it passes through 
a forest of straight, clean, tree-trunks, which remind one of 
the interior of the Sydney Commonwealth Savings Bank. 
At Cherry Tree there is seldom assembled a congregation 
proportionate to the population, and even if there were the 
assembly would be small. Those who come are keen. 

Hogarth Range is a bright spot. There seems to be 
something specially "solid" about this community. They 
work well together, and have enthusiasm for spiritual things. 
A Sunday School recently commenced here. Both Sunday 
School and Church assemble in a school shed. 

Leeville has known better days. I had just about made 
up my mind that only three faithful Anglican families existed 
there when I learned of the whereabouts of a cluster of 
farms in an out-of-the-way valley. This valley must be ex
plored before the rains come. Services for the centre are 
held in the hall. South of Leeville in Amarina. Visiting 
here the other day I came across tl^ree abandoned farms 

close together. These are by no means the only abandoned 
farms in this parish. This fact goes a long way towards 
explaining the past decline in Church life and the need for 
the help of the B.C.A. 

Coombell comprises a community of families clustered 
near a brickworks, together with a few dairy farmers and 
cattle graziers further out. Services are held in a school 
shed, in which the newly commenced Sunday School meets. 
Here, too, keenness is evident. 

At Gibberagee only one service has been held to date. 
But what a service ! The congregation represented 97 per 
cent, of the population. We met in a corrugated iron school
room. Forms, desks and boxes set "higgeldy-piggeldy" 
served as seats. For lighting we had a couple of oil lamps 
and a petrol light. An anti-climax came when, after hymn 
singing at the conclusion of the service, one of the assembly, 
on his way out "to get a breather," passed under the petrol 
light and carried away its mantle with the top of his head. 
One track to this place is so vile that the jolting once broke 
a wind-shield of the car. 

Then, once a quarter or so, services 
are held at Banyabba in a private 
house. 

Well, that covers all the centres, 
and, even if lacking in interest, gives 
a background for future articles. 
The Ministry of Word and Sacrament 
goes on, not so satisfactorily as de
sired, but to the maximum capacity 
of our means. 

MINNIPA. 

Rev. L,. Morris. 

- - THIS? 

Having now been missioner at 
Minnipa for about five months, I feel 
quite part of the place, even if not 
yet qualified for the post of oldest 
inhabitant. 

My district is something like the 
geometrical definition of a line, it 
having "length but not breadth"— 
well, not much, anyway ! Nearly all 
the centres are based on railway 
sidings, there being also a few centres 
at distances of up to fifteen miles 
or so on either side of the line. 
Minnipa is somewhere about the 

middle of the district, and my visiting accordingly resolves 
itself mostly into a couple of tours, one to the far north and 
another way down south, during which times I literally fulfil 
the text, "Here we have no continuing city." 

Getting ready to go visiting is quite a business, and by 
the time everything is safely stowed 'Arriet (the De Soto) 
looks quite loaded. Included in the loading is equipment 
designed to transform public halls, schools and private dwel
lings into the semblance of a church. In all the Minnipa 
district there is not a single Anglican building of any descrip
tion, so we hold service wherever we can, and I carry with 
me such things as a cloth designed to change a kitchen table, 
packing case or anything else of suitable size and shape into 
the Holy Table, a set of Communion vessels (the property 
of the Minnipa congregation, who allow it to be used through
out the district), various items of Church ornament, a box 
of prayer and hymn books, etc. Despite the difficulties 
involved, the ladies of some centres have developed quite a 
flair for making an unpromising building into a reasonable 
likeness of a house of worship. But a service is not depen-
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dent on suitable surroundings, and we have had many times 
of real blessing and fellowship despite buildings which were 
a handicap rather than an asset to devotion. Sometimes in 
a service there is the spectacle of a congregation remaining 
seated throughout the entire service for prayers, hymns, 
creed, sermon—everything. Irreverent perhaps, or obstinate ? 
Well, no ; just that they have met for worship in a school, 
and, having accomplished the intricate feat of wedging them
selves into desks meant for people of smaller stature (and 
less avoirdupois), they feel that they can be more reverent 
thus immobilised than if they continue alternately inserting 
themselves into and extricating themselves from those seats 
of learning. 

"This is wonderful country ; it would grow anything if 
only it had rain !" So say some of the farmers wistfully. 
And they speak a parable of this country's spiritual state. 
I meet splendid people here, kindly and hospitable, capable 
and courageous, manfully tackling the problems of farming 
in a marginal area where, during recent years, an ever 
increasing number have had to give up—forced off mostly 
owing to increased costs and low prices. Still they carry 
on undaunted, large-hearted. They are wonderful people all 
right, and when the peaceful rain of the Gospel refreshes 
their souls they are capable of great things in His service. 
But, oh ! how rarely is there opportunity for them to hear 
of the "more excellent way." Minnipa, greatly favoured, has 
a service once a fortnight ; other centres once a month, or 
once in two months, or once in three months, or not at all, 
because with services being regularly held in twenty-one 
centres it is hard to fit others in anywhere. Is it any wonder 
that there are kiddies growing up with no knowledge of the 
things which matter most ; fourteen-year-olds who have never 
heard of the Good Samaritan or the Prodigal Son ; Confir
mation candidates who do not know what a Gospel is and 
haven't heard there are a New Testament and an Old Testa
ment ; men and women who wonder whether there is a God 
at all and make no place for Him in their lives ? Think 
what it means, you whose Church provides you with services 
twice each Lord's Day and again through the week, and in 
God's Name pray that a way may be opened up for more 
frequent contact with spiritual teaching. B.C.A. has pro
vided a much more frequent service than could otherwise be 
attained, and people here are appreciative of what the Society 
is doing ; but more is needed yet if an adequate ministry 
is to be attained. "Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest . . . ." 

THE FAR WEST MISSION. 

Rev. N. Chambers. 

It was necessary to make other arrangements for the 
Line this quarter. Mr. Constable visited there just before 
leaving the work. That left Ceduna free to have its Patronal 
Festival. The Church here is dedicated to St. Michael and 
All Angels. It so happened this year that the Festival date, 
29th September, fell upon the fifth Sunday. Special services 
had been arranged, and representatives from most. centres 
were able to attend. A Parish Communion in the morning 
was well attended. Some forty children from the various 
little Sunday Schools in outer areas gathered for a Children's 
Service. Festal Evensong saw a crowded Church, with an 
overflow to the Vestry. Friends came from Penong, and 
Sisters Hitchcock and Eglitski were able to be present. 
When the distances are remembered and the quality of the 
roads appreciated, then some idea of the stout effort these 
services represented will be gathered. The Festival was 
brought to a close with a supper, in which the local Methodist 
congregation joined at the invitation of the Missioner and 
Wardens. The offertory for the day was also an indication 
of the spirit of the occasion, amounting to £7/4/3. 

Rain has fallen on the West Coast—fairly good rain. 
It will mean there may be something good to harvest, even 
if it is mostly seed wheat. Also pasturage prospects are 
better. Given some more rain in the very near future, the 
forebodings of a seasonal failure will not be realised. Even 
so, the season is not going to be good. In fact, it will be a 
hard and lean one for folk in this part of the country. 

Seasonal work is now in full swing. Sheepmen are busy 
with shearing. Many mobs are met on the roads these days. 
Harvesting commences in October—that is, what there is to 
harvest ! This work is early this year because of the dry 
season. 

Ceduna and Penong both have a Home Guard. It is a 
point of interest that the Methodist Home Missionary at 
Penong and the Missioner at Ceduna are instructors. Truly 
the bush missionary is a man of many parts ! 

The district is looking forward to a visit from Miss V. 
C. Mannett, of the C.M.S. in China. Such visits are rare in 
these parts, and costly in time and travel. Nevertheless 
they are highly appreciated. 

The greater area to be covered by the Missioner imposes 
a fairly heavy strain on endurance and efficiency. Prayer is 
earnestly sought that strength may be imparted to enable 
the additional burden to be carried, especially in view of th« 
approaching summer. 

Changes have taken place in this area. Mr. Constable 
has resigned as Missioner in Penong in order to accept the 
call to Magill, in the Diocese of Adelaide. He had served 
in this area over three years, and his ministry had been 
highly acceptable. The regret at his and Mrs. Constable's 
departure, together with the esteem in which they were held, 
was amply demonstrated at a gathering held at Penong prior 
to their departure. 

At. the direction of the O.M., the Missioner at Ceduna 
has taken over the work in the Penong area in addition to 
the Ceduna charge. This, of course, meant a recasting of 
plans and schedules of services. Some centres had to have 
less frequent services, and some very small centres had to be 
omitted. Nevertheless it was found possible to so combine 
the work that Penong had a fortnightly visit, and Ceduna, 
with the help of lay readers, was serviced practically as 
before. The Transcontinental Line will receive a quarterly 
visit as before ; this trip is made generally in the last week 
of March, June, September and December, i.e., the fifth 
Sundays of the quarters. 

KIRTON POINT. 

Rev. R. T. HallahaiL 

Each letter from the O.M. seems to have added, as a 
postscript, a phrase running somehow like this : "Please send 
me suitable material for 'The Real Australian.' " Until the 
outbreak of this war, many of us were in the habit of query
ing the necessity for s/uch a demand, but, since we have been 
placed in the position of those awaiting news from the fronts 
in which our forces are engaged against the Nazi and Fascist 
powers, there has come to most of us a deepened sense of 
the need for first hand information as to how the battle goes, 
a new appreciation of the value of "News from the front." 
The effect of this has been to stir us up in the endeavour 
to look upon our work from an angle other than that of 
our own personal and pastoral outlook, and to see our task 
in its relation to the work as a whole, and by so doing we 
gain immeasurably. 

It is safe to say that the columns of "The Real Aus
tralian" are read with as much avidity by the workers in 
the field as by any other section of the great family of the 
B.C.A. The knowledge that our individual contributions are 
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subjected to the scrutiny of our fellow-workers, as well as 
our supporters, has, or ought to have, a duly chastening 
influence upon us as we compile them. 

My friends who read my contributions will know that I 
strive to cultivate a due appreciation of the life and work 
of the pioneer, and will perhaps remember that in recent 
articles I have attempted to outline some of these lives as 
I have seen them, or have been made acquainted with them. 
The man or woman who, in possession of life and health, 
uses such in the task of taming the wilderness and bringing 
into fruitfulness that which was before a barren waste, is 
deserving of the highest commendation and the heartiest 
spiritual and financial aid. This has always been the motive 
at the back of B.C.A. work, and with that end in view the 
Society has marshalled the resources of the Church in men, 
women and the equipment necessary for them to express 
their consecrated personality. When we come to the scene 
of our labours, however, we find that we are not alone in 
the task of imparting confidence to these choice spirits as 
they seek to supersede the difficulties of their environment. 

There are the storekeepers, machinery agents, wheat 
merchants, stock salesmen, tractor experts, Government 
servants,* bankers, and others who, although sometimes 
viewed askance by the man on the land, as supernumeraries 
in the ranks, each play a part in the development of the out
back. How nobly some of these play that part only the 
Great Scorer Himself can say, but those of us who are privi
leged to be His witnesses are given intimate glimpses of 
such courage, kindliness and capacity so evidenced that they 
are recognisable in truth as the work of the Holy Spirit, 
dividing to each man severally as He will. 

One such storekeeper, in hospital now, suffering from a 
severe breakdown, the result of many years of over-strain, 
is an inspiration. Handicapped by a very great and in
curable physical deformity from childhood, he set himself 
the task of learning a trade which could be carried on with 
his limited strength. Succeeding in this, he at the same 
time attained to a standard of mental culture of no mean 
order. A faithful churchman, he has never failed to en
courage the bush clergyman by his regular attendance at 
worship, his keen and kindly humorous criticisms, and his 
boundless optimism. With all this there has been the readi
ness to give of his best advice to any one of his numerous 
clients who trade wTith him, and a wholehearted co-operation 
with any movement directed towards the progress of the 
town and district. No wiser counsel or kindlier heart is 
available in that district. 

(Since the above has been written, news has come of 
the passing of this faithful servant of God to his well earned 
rest and reward. We thank God for the D'Arcy Porters of 
the out-back, and pray that in His mercy He will raise up 
a successor like-minded who will adorn the doctrine of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.) 

HEYTESBURY MISSION. 

Rev. G. Beatty. 

A request has come from the O.M. for something for 
"The Real Australian." What can I tell you ? One hesi
tates about writing anything, but on second thoughts one 
realises that you who support the agents in the field by 
your prayers and your gifts have a right to know what they 
are doing. So here goes. 

We cannot tell you everything, but let me tell you of 
the happenings of a recent week-end. 

Friday, 9.15 a.m., found the Missioner giving religious 
instruction in the State School at Timboon. This particular 

7 T H E REAL AUSTRALIAN. 

class is very attentive, and one always feels that the time 
with them is a half-hour well spent. 

After school several calls were made in the township, 
and then the Missioner set off for Cooriemungle Prison Camp, 
whence he arrived shortly before noon in time for lunch. 
After lunch the Missioner went around to wherever each of 
the thirty prisoners were working—in the bush, at the garden, 
in the workshop, or in the cook-house—and talked with each 
man individually. Some had matrimonial and family worries 
and sought advice ; in one or two cases the Missioner offered 
to write a letter to straighten out a difficulty. Some dis
cussed the war news ; some are seeking the truth, and dis
cussed spiritual things. All presented a great opportunity 
for personal witness. Pray that the Missioner may always 
have the grace to use every such opportunity. 

At 5 p.m. the men returned to the camp, and some had 
letters to show me ; one had a letter from his wife which 
he gave me to read, and another a letter from his mother, 
for they all know that their Chaplain is interested in their 
families. 

After tea all were mustered in the prisoners' mess and 
recreation hut for a social evening. First of all a ping-pong 
and a draughts tournament were conducted. This was fol
lowed by a concert—songs, mouth organ solos, recitations, 
impersonations, comic sketches, etc. Almost everybody con
tributed an item, and there was a spirit of good fellowship. 
We finished up with a supper and a speech or two, and then 
I went home to bed, retiring shortly before midnight. 

At 1.45 a.m. the telephone rang. One of the local stores 
was on fire, and there was a danger of the fire spreading to 
the service station next door and to other adjoining buildings. 
Would I come down and lend a hand ! We hadn't a hope 
of saving the store or the service station or the butcher's 
shop next door—they were full of inflammable material, and 
there were many explosions ; so we concentrated mostly on 
two adjoining houses. All the furniture and effects were 
cleared from each. It was a rush job. Before we had 
finished, one house was alight, but by damming up a water 
channel, and by means of a bucket brigade, the houses were 
saved, with the exception of one wall on the house nearest 
the fire. Fortunately there was no wind. During the pre-
ceedings first-aid had to be rendered to several who were 
affected by.shock and exhaustion. By the time the Volunteer 
Fire Brigade at Camperdown had been mustered and they 
had made the 25-mile journey over a windy road, the store, 
the service station and the butcher's shop were a heap of 
ruins, and the houses had been made safe. As rain was 
threatening, the furniture and effects were put back in the 
houses. But what a mess ! After putting several telephone 
calls through and doing one or two other jobs for the owners 
of the businesses destroyed, I went home and to bed at 5.15 
o'clock Saturday morning, but had to get up at 6.45 a.m. to 
do several jobs before leaving home again at 9 a.m. 

When I had filled up with petrol, and after making two 
calls in the township, I set off for Colac, 60 miles away. Here 
I had three engagements to fulfil—first an interview, next a 
dinner party, and then I celebrated marriage between two 
of my parishioners, and later presided at the wedding break
fast. (Colac is not in this parish, but is a nearby big town.) 
I arrived home from Colac at 8 o'clock on Saturday night, 
had some tea, completed my preparation for Sunday, then 
went to bed. 

Sunday was fully occupied with five services and about 
sixty miles to travel. 

So life goes on with its varied experiences. Pray for 
the Missioner that, by the grace of God, he may always turn 
to spiritual account the contacts which such experiences 
provide. 
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SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR YOUR USE. 

For Church Life in Country Districts. 

r \ LORD, Who art present when two or three are gathered 
together in Thy Name, bless, we beseech Thee, the 

little far-scattered groups of brethren who in our wide land 
meet together to worship Thee. Give them a perpetual 
freshness of spirit, and the power to inspire in each other 
holiness, helpfulness, and understanding of Thy help. 
Refresh with the joy of enthusiasm those who endure weary 
journeys to Thy trysting place. Grant that these little 
companies of Thy servants may be united in the spirit of 
Christian charity, awaiting in love the time when there 
shall be one fold and one Shepherd. Grant that the 
common life of all communities may be purified by this 
spirit of charity from all meanness, falsehood, malice and 
idle gossip, and grant that they who share a common lot 
may draw strength from each other's virtues, and in their 
weakness help one another, through our one Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 

For Country Doctors and Bush Nurses, 

£S GOD, Who didst choose a beloved physican to set 
forth the life of Him Who went about doing good, 

grant that Thy strong tenderness and compassion may be 
manifest in the wark of country doctors and bush nurses. 
Make them at all times alert to be faithful, as those whom 
Thou hast burdened and inspired with the honour of their 
calling. In lonely emergencies strengthen them with con
fidence that, having done all they can, they may with good 
conscience leave the issue to Thy power working within 
Thy law. Make them resourceful and of sound judgment, 
and hearten their labours with the energy of compassion 
and the firmness of duty that conquers weariness. Through 
~im Whose power is called forth by suffering, Jesus Christ 
Dur Lord. 

For Drovers, Shearers, Stockmen, Dairy 
Workers, and all whose work is the care 

of animals. 

Q GOD, Who called Thy Son Jesus to be the Good 
Shepherd, grant to all who are charged with the care 

of animals the spirit of understanding, care and compassion, 
and reverence for life. Preserve them from the unfeeling 
selfishness of "the hireling who fleeth because he is an 
hireling," and grant that they may do their work in the 
spirit of honourable responsibility, as those who will account 
to Thee for their stewardship of Thy creatures. Thou Who 
hast ordained that all living things shall minister to each 
other, grant that we may receive the service of Thy 
humbler creation with the skill of sympathy and conscience. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Prayer in Times of Bush Fires. 

Q GOD, Who was with Thy servants, Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, in the midst of the burning fiery 

furnace : Be with our brethren in the bush from year to 
year, in the perils and hardships of bush fires. Endue 
them with physical strengthen the heat and stress of fire-
fighting. Give consolation and courage to those who suffer 
loss, especially the women and children who loyally support 
and minister to them. Be with them in the re-building of 
farm and home, cleanse their hearts with the fire of Thy 
gracious Spirit ; and help them to realise that all things 
work together for good to them that love Thee ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE PLACE OF PRAYER. 

A Prayer for Use with Our Prayer List. 

O Lord God of our nation, Who has commanded men to subdue and replenish the 
earth : Look in Thy love upon all those who in the distant parts of our land are striving 
against many difficulties, and are deprived the access of the means of grace. Strengthen 
and guide the Bush Church Aid Society and its Clergy, Nurses, Doctors and Air Pilot, 
and Students. Cheer and comfort them in discouragements and loneliness, and bless 
their ministrations to the good of thos.e they serve,, and grant that the message of 
redeeming love may thus be rooted and grounded in our national life, to the glory of 
Thy Great Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SUNDAY. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

The Far West Missions at 
Penong, Ceduna, Minnipa and 
Cummins ; the Missioners, 
N. Chambers, R. T. Fleming 
and L. Morris. 

The West Darling Missions 
at Wilcannia and Menindie : 
the N.W. Mallee ; and the 
Missioners, Revs. D. G. L. 
Livingstone, G. B. Calder-
wood and E. J. Dorrell. 

MONDAY. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

The Cann River Mission, 
the Bonang Mission ; and the 
Revs. N. Holdsworth and W. 
A. McLeod. 

The Denmark Settlement, 
the Kirton Point Missions and 
the Missioners, the Revs. B. 
Lousada and R. T. Hallahan. 

TUESDAY. 

MORNING. EVENING. 

For Sisters Dowling, Boss-
ley, Page, Pritchard, Loane 
at Ceduna ; Sisters Goodwin 
and Eglitzky at Penong. 

For the Cann River Dis
pensary and Koonibba Mission 
Hospital ; and Sisters I. 
Gwynne and G. Hitchcock. 

WEDNESDAY. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

For the children in the For the Flying Medical 
Mungindi and Wilcannia 
Hostels, and for the workers, 
Miss Cheers, and Misses 
Gurrier Jones. 

Service, Mr. Chadwick, and 
Doctors R. and F. Gibson. 

For the wives and families 
of the Missioners and Air 

Pilot. 

THURSDAY. 
MORNING. EVENING. 

For the Mail-Bag Sunday 
School with its Gospel mes
sage for the children. For 
the teachers and helpers, that 
they may find encouragement 
in their work. 

For the Organising Mis
sioned that he may be 
strengthened and guided in 
all his endeavours for the 
good of the work and in his 
relationships with his fellow-
workers. 

FRIDAY. 

MORNING. 

For the Bishop Kirkby 
Memorial Hospital and Sister 
Symons and Miss D. Dykes 
as they minister to the people 
on the great Nullarbor Plain. 
For Sister Kelly and the Tar-
coola Medical Hostel. 

E V E N I N Q . 

For students and all in 
training for this work of God. 
For Rev. G. Beatty and the 
Heytesbury Forest Mission. 
For Rev. T. H. Pickburn and 
the Otway Ranges Mission. 

SATURDAY. 
MORNING. E V E N I N G . 

For the President and 
Council of the Society, that 
they may be guided by His 
wisdom. 

For the Home Base Staffs, 
Auxiliaries, and parochial 
workers. 

For the "Coorah" Hostel 
and its workers, Sister A. 
Spence, Miss M. Boydell and 
Mr. I. Taylor. 

For the Rappville Mission 
and the Missioner, the Rev. 
K. Luders. 

Each day pray that the many needs of the work may be met. 
Running expenses of 35 / - per hour to keep the Medical 'Plane 

in the air. 
Consecrated clergy missioners for urgent work in the field. 
That our work may continue to progress despite .the difficul

ties of wartime. 

Give Thanks— 

For the rich blessing and wonderful growth of the Society's work. 

For all the kindly givers who have helped with their self-denials. 

For the Flying Medical Service. 

For new workers in Hospitals and Missions. 

For the joy of service. 
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FROM THE HEALING MISSIONS 
AN APPRECIATION. 

Dr. F. Gibson. 

I have been asked to write for "The Real Australian," 
and am doing my best to oblige. My effort will probably 
be a poor one, as my literary ability has never been great. 

I would like to take this opportunity, however, to express 
the pride with which I am filled at being associated with such 
an organisation as the B.C.A. I must confess that before 
coming to Geduna I had never heard of the Society. I am 
often filled with horror at the thought of what my life would 
have been if I had not come into contact with the B.C.A. 
The members of the B.C.A. with whom I work are, of course, 
the nurses staffing the various hospitals over here. It is 
sufficient for me to say that their greatest weapon in their 
continual fight to draw all human beings to Christ is the 

< VH-AAA. and some of the Cook menfolk. 

example that they themselves set in their lives. I have been 
in daily contact with these Sisters now for eight years, and 
it is a peculiar intellect indeed which would fail to be im
pressed by these living examples of Christianity. Many a 
patient, myself included, has entered one of their hospitals 
with the idea that they would resist any attempt to "save 
their souls," as they would rather contemptuously put it. 
By the time their stay in hospital has drawn to a close they 
are convinced, sometimes against their will, that there is, 
after all, something in Christianity—not because they have 
had a Bible thrust into their hands and been "talked at," 
but because they could not fail to be impressed by the prac
tical application of it all around them. 

Before we had the 'plane and Mr. Chadwick to help us 
in our work, we had many long trips to make by car, and 
always there has been someone from the nursing staff willing 
to accompany us to help with the patient and with the 
driving. I can tell a few tales also of cleaning work cheer
fully undertaken since the outbreak of war, so that expenses 
can be kept down ; and of a money box that grows heavier 
as the year goes by, made so by contributions from the staff, 
and which goes back into the B.C.A. Fund. 

I would also like to mention another Christian who is 
a silent helper, without actually being a member of the B.C.A. 
Her name is Miss M. Hatwell, and she has been with me 
for two years now, to teach and care for my children while 
I am about my work. She only intended to stay on the 
West Coast for a year, as it is 500 miles from her home 

and all her friends and interests, and she is still very young. 
However, when war came and my husband enlisted, she 
quietly promised that she would stay with me as long as I 
needed her. That is her contribution to the B.C.A. and the 
war effort, and it is a considerable one, as without her I 
do not think I could manage to carry on "The Flying Doctor 
Service" alone. 

In closing, I would like to express a word of thanks 
through these pages for the co-operation and unfailing good 
temper of our pilot, Mr. A. Chadwick. Besides being a very 
efficient pilot, he helps in countless other ways. He is always 
ready to turn out of bed at a moment's notice, on the coldest 
night, to drive me on a long trip, and thus save me con
siderable fatigue. 

On reading over this article it sounds rather like a hymn 
of praise, but if one waits to hear of these people's achieve
ments through their own lips one waits in vain. 

NEWS FROM PENONG. 

Sister M. Goodwin. 

It is a long time since Penong has had anything to say 
in "The Real Australian," and, by the urgent messages from 
our O.M., he must be of the same opinion. So we immedi
ately set to work, and, if our readers of "The Real Australian" 
have to suffer, blame the O.M. ! 

We have had two extremely busy months, at one time 
having seven patients in our little hospital. We have had 
some very sick and very interesting cases, and are glad to 
say that all are doing well. 

Penong has kept Doctor Freda and Mr. Chadwick very 
busy during the last two months, and we are selfish enough 
to hope they will have to spend the nights with us, as we 
do enjoy their company. 

It was with regret that we bid farewell to Mr. and Mrs. 
Constable early this, month. We will miss them and all the 
times of happy fellowship we had together. Sydney James 
especially misses them, and often asks where they have gone. 

Another friend to leave us lately is Mrs. Edwards, who 
for the past two years has been a great help to us. We 
could always rely on her to come to our assistance at a 
moment's notice to do washing, cooking, etc. 

It was a joy to have Sister Symons to spend a fortnight 
with us in July. Also, we were pleased to welcome Sister 
Clarkson, of the A.N.C.M., Adelaide, for a few days during 
her flying visit to the West Coast. 

We had Mrs. Mathews, of U.A.M. at Ooldea, staying with 
us for some time, and congratulated her on the arrival of 
twins whilst here. The twins caused great excitement, as 
they were the first twins born in this hospital for over nine 
years. They were all bonny when they left for Ooldea. 
Mr. Mathews did many odd and some very necessary jobs 
for us during his stay in Penong. 

The Hospital Aid Society had their annual meeting on 
the 7th September. There were about twenty ladies present. 
We thank them for the fine work they did during the last 
year. As well as working for an ether mechine, new lino
leum, and paint for the kitchen, they did much mending, 
etc., for the hospital. 

Sydney James is very well and growing into such a boy, 
and, of course, like all healthy little boys, is into all manner 
of mischief. We thank all the kind^ friends who have sent 
him so many gifts of clothing, etc. 

We do count on your prayers, that the seed sown by the 
reading of God's Word to our patients may bear fruit. 
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A PEEP BEHIND THE SCENES. 

Sister J. Eglitzky. 

It is the thing nowadays to think in terms of war and 
how best one can serve one's country. Immediately the 
thought uppermost in one's mind is to join for overseas 
service and how soon one can go out and do one's bit, but 
the thought has since arisen in my mind that, no matter 
where souls are, they are just as precious in God's sight, 
whether in the fighting line or just where we are at home, 
and I would like you to come with me right into the "Back-
blocks" and see just what it means to save one life. 

One cold morning at about 2.30 o'clock a ring comes over 
the 'phone. Doctor speaking ! Would one of us be ready 
to join her in one hour's time to go up 50 miles to a serious 
case ? Doctor was leaving Ceduna immediately. It hap
pened to be my night on call, so I went, taking several things 
Doctor may need. At approximately one hour later lights 
appeared over the horizon Ceduna way, and I was ready at 
the gate to hop in. The drive was very enjoyable at that 
hour of the morning ; it being moonlight, the country looked 
like fairyland, with little rabbits dashing out across the road 
out of their mysterious burrows, and an occasional fox in 
one of the distant paddocks. The low hills and changing 
morning lights were very interesting to watch. 

We soon arrived at our destination—an isolated cottage 
many miles from their nearest neighbour, and to me it seemed 
like the edge of Australia. All were astir in the cottage 
and an anxious husband on the lookout for Doctor's arrival, 
as it was his wife who was desperately sick, and would have 
meant death perhaps if prompt medical treatment were 
delayed, the case being one of eclampsia. 

We got to work without further delay, and, as soon as 
the patient's condition allowed, we transferred her to Doctor's 
car and made for Penong as quickly as we could get there. 
The patient had two "fits" on the way, and the hospital 
seemed such a long way off ; but we got there in due time, 
and spent the rest of that day and the following night giving 
treatment. At times it seemed as though the case might be 
hopeless, but the next evening the patient showed a tiny 
flicker of improvement, and we gave thanks to the Great 
Physician for answered prayer. Doctor Freda stayed that 
day at Penong, too, and in spite of having had no sleep she 
never left the patient's bedside except for meals. Remem
bering her patients awaiting her at Ceduna and needing her 
help, she decided to return, being assured that we would ring 
her should the patient get worse again. But our patient 
did not look back, but gradually regained consciousness and 
improved daily. It was good to see her going home well 
and smiling yesterday after four weeks in hospital. One 
dare not imagine what may have happened if there were no 
doctors and nurses to do this work behind the scenes. 

Is it worthwhile, do you ask, to travel many miles 
over anything but good roads and spend hours and days 
and sleepless nights over one case ? A thousand times YES ; 
and did not Christ go out into the wilds to seek for the one 
sheep that was lost ? 

Another case, almost a fortnight ago, was brought into 
hospital at midnight with an acute abdominal pain, and was 
diagnosed the following day by Doctor as an intestinal 
obstruction, which meant an immediate operation ; so things 
had to be got ready as quickly as possible, and the patient 
was under the anaesthetic within one hour of diagnosis. It 
happened to be a very long anaesthetic and a very critical 
operation, and it made it a much more anxious time for 
Doctor, as there was no trained anaesthetist ; but our hearts 
were raised in prayer continually, and our patient, in spite 
of a few anxious minutes when he threatened to cease 
breathing, got through safely. It was well after midnight 
when we finally left the theatre with thankful hearts for 
answered prayer thus far. All we had for a light was a 

petrol lamp and a spot light worked from a battery, which 
only gave light in "spots" and made the operation doubly 
long and difficult for Doctor. 

Our patient's condition is still very critical, but we trust 
he will recover, if it is His will. Is it worthwhile to save 
another life ? A thousand times "yes." We feel that we 
are very much needed in this battle for life and death behind 
the scenes, and, were we all to decide that our services were 
needed elsewhere, what would these folk here do on the 
very outskirts of Australia, battling for a daily living and 
trying to grow wheat for our consumption and raise sheep 
in spite of trying conditions ? 

Pray that we may be content to stay behind and do our 
much needed "bit" at home—for it is much harder to stay 
at home ! 

Some of the Cook kiddies. 

INTERIOR DECORATING AS A SIDE LINE. 

Miss M. Millar. 

"I would like to renovate this kitchen !" "So would I !" 
"So would I !" These words were echoed in unison by three 
voices, and, after some discussion as to the colour we would 
have it painted, the paint and calsomine were ordered. 

Mr. Mathews, of the U.A.M. at Ooldea, and Mr. Constable, 
not forgetting Sydney James, volunteered to wash and calso
mine the walls. Old clothes once more saw daylight, and, 
armed with step-ladder, buckets of water and plenty of old 
rags, they started. After much laughter and fun, the walls 
were eventually finished. 

Then came the painting of the woodwork. This was 
done in cream and green. The walls were cream, too. Last, 
but not least, came the laying of the mottled green and cream 
inlaid linoleum which had been given to the Hospital by the 
Women's Hospital Aid Society. We were all well repaid 
for our efforts by being greeted when we enter the kitchen 
with clean walls, gleaming paint and new linoleum instead 
of the dingy walls, brown paint work, and linoleum that had 
ceased to cover the whole of the floor for many years which 
usually met our gaze on entering the room. 

Our work of making things bright does not end there, 
for we are endeavouring, by the grace to God, and His love 
working in and through us, to bring laden souls to Him Who 
can and will cleanse their sin-darkened lives. 

Our Sunday School is forging ahead slowly, but surely. 
There are nineteen on the roll, and we have an average 
attendance of fourteen. It is a joy indeed to see these little 
ones coming Sunday after Sunday to hear and learn of the 
Living Saviour of Mankind. 
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We were sitting in the dining-room one afternoon when 

someone passed that very usual remark, "I wonder where 
Sydney James is ?" Almost immediately the door opened 
to admit a small figure with gloves on his hands, a handbag 
on his arm, and on his head a big wide-brimmed hat, from 
beneath which peered two big dark eyes gleaming with 
mischief. Yes, our Sydney James is growing up, and does 
everything that a little boy of three generally does, even to 
climbing on the fowl-pen roof. He is a very lovable and 
loving child, and will, like most boys, like you all the more 
if you give him something nice to eat. Sydney James likes 
his bath, and it is rarely one can escape without having to 
blow bubbles for him as he attempts to master the art. I 
have not met with much success ! Pray for this wee laddie 
as he journeys along life's road. 

FROM KOONIBBA. 

As I write, I am at Ceduna for the day, and all is 
gloriously peaceful, even the wind being lulled for a short 
time, while the water of the bay is a beautiful deep blue 
and as calm as a mill pond, with here and there a splash 
of white from a fishing boat. The thought comes, as usual, 
"What is there to write about for 'The Real Australian' ?" 
Things seem to have gone on in just the ordinary way for 
the past three months. However, what seems common
place to us may have something of interest to others, so 
here goes. 

I think of my trip over to Melbourne with Mr. Jones 
recently, as I went home for a month's holiday. After say
ing good-bye to the folk at the hospital, Mr. Jones called on 
the different members of B.C.A. in the town—Mr. and Mrs. 
Chadwick and Drs. Roy and Freda Gibson, then Rev. N. 
and Mrs. Chambers. Thence on to Minnipa, where I met 
Rev. L. Morris for the first time. We did not take the 
course around the coast, so after Minnipa we went straight 
through to Adelaide. Soon after arrival, Mr. Jones con
ducted a lantern lecture at the Adelaide Hospital. Again in 
Adelaide, we met our B.C.A. friends, Rev. and Mrs. Fulford. 
We had a very pleasant stay in Adelaide with Sister Morris 
for a few days, then on over the border into Victoria, and 
so home. 

On the way back I was pleased to meet Rev. and Mrs. 
Halahan and their two children. They have a beautiful 
little spot at Kirton Point overlooking the sea, and I shall 
ever remember the fellowship we had together. It is good 
to see the different branches of the work, and to remember 
that we are all working under the one Leader. 

Eventually the train arrived at Ceduna, once again to 
greet the family there, and next day Pastor and Mrs. Traeger 
called for me, and so back to Koonibba. When I arrived 
back, the hospital was full of patients, and Sister Page had 
her hands full. There was one child with snowy-white hair 
who had been very ill with scurvy through wrong feeding, 
but she was daily improving. "Diabetic Charlie" was back 
again with a gangrenous toe, which seemed hopeless to try 
and cure ; however, after a long time of treatment, he has 
gone home with a perfectly sound foot again. The two 
native helpers were in good form, and it was good each night 
to hear them, with the patients' visitors, singing hymns, each 

taking the different parts. The natives seem to take natur
ally to music, and take easily to playing the organ, etc., by 
ear. 

In a recent "Real Australian" I wrote of an old heathen 
native, Yarry Tchuna, who was brought to the Lord, and 
whom Pastor Traeger had great joy in baptizing at Christmas 
time. A great change came over him. He seemed to lose 
all his blustering ways (for he had been a chief of a tribe 
in his earlier days), and he became as a little child. One 
day I was called to his wurlie to see him, as he was 
obviously daily getting weaker. He was in a wurlie with 
the opening facing the sun, and expressed the wish to stay 
there instead of coming to hospital, his main reason being 
that he would be enclosed between four walls and could not 
see enough of the sun and the sky. His lubra, Alice, was 
very devoted, and stayed with him all the time till the last. 
When he was taken to his rest, she said how pleased she 
was to be able to be with him till the last and attend to his 
wants. Although there was sorrow at the parting, there was 
no "sorrowing as those who have no hope" as there would 
have been had he died a few months earlier. The funeral 
service was uplifting, and we could all rejoice that his heathen 
heart had been changed, and that he had received Christ as 
his Saviour before he had been taken to his last resting 
place. 

Settler's home on the banks of the River Murray 
in the Mallee Mission. 

TARCOOLA MEDICAL HOSTEL. 

During the past few weeks, at the request of the residents 
of Tarcoola, on the Transcontinental Railway Line, S.A., the 
B.C.A. has become responsible for the administration of the 
medical service at this point. 

The "Lady Dugan Hostel," which was built through the 
efforts and interest of Lady Dugan, the wife of the present 
Governor of Victoria, is a small nurse's residence, which is 
also equipped as a one-ward hospital. 

Sister Kelly, who has been in charge at Tarcoola for 
some time, is remaining as a member of B.C.A.'s staff. We 
commend the addition to our responsibilities, and Sister Kelly 
to the prayers of our friends. 

THE HOME BASE 
THE REV. W. I. FLEMING. 

The Rev. W. I. Fleming has been our Victorian Secretary 
for three years, and has done much to greatly improve our 
position in that State. We are now to lose him, for Mr. 
Fleming has offered his services as a military chaplain and 
will very shortly proceed to his appointment. Mr. Fleming 

fought in the last war in the B.E.F., and was wounded in 
action. 

We are going to miss him very much in our Victorian 
work, for he is a man not easily replaced. His long and 
varied experience of B.C.A. at Cann River and Werrimull 
gave him first hand knowledge of the needs and conditions 
in areas of B.C.A. ministrations. His helpfulness and friendly 
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spirit have won for him a very warm place in the hearts of 
our workers. We wish him great blessing and usefulness 
in his new sphere, and pray that a suitable successor may 
be found for the position he vacates. 

Meanwhile we would ask all our Victorian friends to see 
to it that the interests of the Society in that State do not 
suffer unduly at this time. 
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VICTORIAN NOTES. 

Waste paper has a value in these days of war, and, if 
our friends will save it and let the collectors of the Australian 
Paper Manufacturers Ltd. take it away periodically, they will, 
when so requested, credit its value to our funds. Unfortun
ately the scheme is only applicable to Melbourne and the 
outer suburbs, but in this area many tons of waste paper is 
wasted. Our war effort can be helped if it is saved. Have 
a bag handy, so that all used wrapping paper, food cartons, 
old telephone books, catalogues and such like may be popped 
into it instead of the incinerator. 

In these days of reduced income we must exploit every 
avenue, and this waste paper business will provide money 
we should not otherwise get and which would otherwise be 
completely lost. 

Our friends have only to be asked to take their part in 
this saving of waste. There is no need to do anything with 
it yourself—just ask the Australian Paper Manufacturers to 
get their collector to call and credit B.C.A. with the proceeds. 
Nothing could be simpler. 

One little lad we know gets the newspapers from his 
mother and friends and sells them to the butcher, and puts 
the proceeds in his Bark Hut. 

# ^ ^ # # # 
We are now well established in our new office on the 

first floor of the Bible House, 241 Flinders Lane, just below 
Swanston Street. Though not quite so convenient as being 
in the Cathedral Buildings, it is brighter than our old office, 
and our many friends who have looked us up have com
mented favourably. 

May I, Mr. Editor, take this opportunity of expressing 
my personal thanks to all who have helped to make my task 
easier during the past three years : the clergy who have 
opened their pulpits and arranged for lantern talks, the 
Victorian Committee and Auxiliaries, the officials of organisa
tions in parishes—yes, and the vergers too—and many other 
friends and supporters, without whom I could have done but 
little. I am grateful to them all, and have no doubt they 
will be as kind to my successor—for the work must go on ! 

WM. I. FLEMING, Victorian Secretary. 
# * ' * # * # 

CENTRAL WOMEN'S AUXILIARY. 

A very successful Australian Tea was held by the kind 
courtesy of Miss H. Langley at St. Catherine's, Toorak, on 
Saturday, 13th July. In spite of the inclement weather, 70 
friends were present and £22 was raised for our work. With 
this amount we purchased two dozen sheets and a set of 
diabetic scales for Ceduna Hospital. 

Our Annual Temple Day will be held on Tuesday, 15th 
October, in St. Paul's Cathedral, at 2.30 p.m. Canon L. L. 
Wenzel will give the address. Later we will adjourn to the 
C.M.S. Fellowship Room for social intercourse. 

We regret the passing of Mrs. Henderson, a valued 
member for two years. We welcome her daughter, Mrs. 
Williams, as a member. 

The usual steady supply of garments and rugs has been 
made and forwarded to our Hospitals. 

ST. THOMAS', MOONEE PONDS, AUXILIARY. 

Our meetings have been well attended, and many dozens 
of garments have been made and forwarded. We have just 
purchased several mattress covers, and also teapots for the 
patients' trays at Ceduna. 

We purpose holding a Temple Day in St. Thomas' on 
Tuesday, 12th November, at 2.30 p.m. The Vicar, Rev. C. 
H. Raymond, has consented to give the address. 

We have forwarded the usual £5 towards the maintenance 
of our cot in Penong Hospital. 

POSTS AND RAILS. 
Since our last issue the Rev. Eric Constable has begun 

his duties as Rector of Magill, in the Diocese of Adelaide. 
We wish both Mr. and Mrs. Constable every blessing in their 
new sphere of service. 

In order to economise without unduly restricting the 
Society's activities, the Mission District of Penong has been 
incorporated with Ceduna for the duration of the war. This 
will greatly add to Mr. Chambers' labours, and we ask our 
friends to remember him very specially in their prayers. 

The 21st Annual Rally of the Society, held in Sydney, 
was one of the most outstanding events of the year. The 
addresses given by Sister F. Dowling and the Rev. David 
Livingstone were greatly stimulating. Everybody present 
felt that it was a great joy to be present at such a gathering. 
Some 260 of our friends were present at the Birthday Tea, 
and the Chapter House was full to capacity for the meeting. 
The thankoffering amounted to £330 and a diamond ring. 

* * *• .#"f# ' - '* 
Sister Dowling has returned to Ceduna after spending a 

few weeks in Sydney. All who met Sister during her brief 
holiday were greatly impressed by her earnestness, and felt 
that the work which Sister represents is indeed worthwhile. 

# * # # * '# 
The Rev. T. Pickburn recently passed through Sydney 

on his way to Orange. Mr. Pickburn was enjoying his first 
real holiday for many years. We hope that the visit to his 
home town provided the beneficial change he needed. 

A cook is required for Ceduna Hospital. The job is not 
easy and the salary is small, but the work is of vital im
portance. If you can really cook and desire to give real 
Christian service, get in touch with the Organising Missioner 
immediately, for the matter is urgent. 

V * * * * * 

We are grateful to Lady Fairlie Cuninghame for several 
quantities of home-made jam sent in for sale, and to Mrs. 
Macartney for clothes for use in our mission districts. 

* * * * * * 
We would offer thanks to many friends who, by grocery 

and other functions, have assisted us. Among those who 
have helped in this way are : Brighton College, Manly; 
S.C.E.G.G.S., Darlinghurst ; St. James', Croydon, Women's 
Guild ; Woollahra Women's Auxiliary ; Burwood East 
Auxiliary ; Mrs. Livingstone ; S.C.E.G.G.S., Moss Vale ; and 
St. Catherine's School, Waverley. 

# # 
The New South Wales Ladies' Auxiliary held their 

Thanksgiving Service in the Chapel at St. Andrew's Cathedral 
on Wednesday, 16th October, at 3 p.m. The service was 
attended by 70 members and friends, and the Organising 
Missioner led the devotions and gave the address. Afternoon 
tea was served in the lower Chapter House after the service. 
In these days of many calls upon the purses of our friends, 
it was encouraging to receive an offering of £80 following 
so close upon the record amount of £330 given at the Annual 
Rally. 
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We would specially commend to our friends the effort 
made by our Cremorne ladies. Mrs. Fairfax Ross and a 
band of enthusiasts held a street stall at Cremorne Junction 
on Friday, 25th October, for B.C.A. They are determined 
that efforts made for out-back work shall be no less keen 
and as well organised as those made for patriotic purposes. 
A goodly array of gifts was on sale, and literature telling 
of the Society's work available. We are very grateful for 
this effort. May we commend the idea to others of our 
friends ? For a street stall, approval must be obtained 
from the local Council and the Society. 
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* * # * 
Our Victorian Ladies' Auxiliary held their Temple Day 

on Tuesday, 15th October, and the sum of £43 was received. 
This also is a very fine effort, and speaks very highly of the 
earnestness of our Victorian friends. We offer them con
gratulations and sincere thanks. 

One of our greatest handicaps in New South Wales is 
caused through the continued growth of the Society's 
activities. The greater the work undertaken the greater 
are the demands of administration. The administrative work 
of office and correspondence is a whole-time job in itself, and 
the O.M. finds that he has less and less time for deputations. 
The increase in activities also means that more funds are 
necessary. As income is governed by deputation work done, 
it would seem that we are working in a kind of vicious circle. 
In order to help with this problem, Mr. Harding, of the 
Diocesan Office, is undertaking preachments on Sundays and 
lantern lectures during the week on behalf of B.C.A. He 
has been specially licensed by the Archbishop for this pur
pose, and already has proved himself an acceptable B.C.A. 
deputationist in many parishes. Mr. Harding is a very 
acceptable speaker to young people's organisations. The 
O.M. would be glad to have requests for deputations by Mr. 
Harding from interested rectors and secretaries. 

# ^ # # # # 
To date £132 in War Savings Certificates has been re

ceived by B.C.A., and lodged at the bank as the nucleus of 
a special funds for replacement of the Medical Aeroplane 
when necessary. We would ask our friends to specially 
remember this scheme in their Christmas giving. Buy a 
certificate and give it as a Christmas present to B.C.A. 
Aeroplane Replacement Fund. Will our friends please note 
that we have no intention of selling the certificates. They 
will be held until the redemption date. 

# # # * 
Christmas will soon be here, and we would remind our 

friends that this season brings a big increase in our com
mitments, and also marks the close of our financial year. 
Please remember our Christmas Gift Fund for the children 
of our mission districts, but also remember that it is much 
better to make your gift in cash. We can buy much cheaper 
than the retail prices. 

# * * # 
Since our last issue the Rev. F. and Mrs. Bayly have 

taken up their duties at Pineroo, in the Diocese of Adelaide. 
We wish them every blessing, and assure them that we will 
always have happy memories of their service with us. 

The Rev. E. J. Dorrell has taken Mr. Bayly's place at 
Werrimull, and we extend to him our best wishes for a 
happy term of service. 

* H> * 
The Mail-Bag Sunday School will be grateful for used 

Christmas cards and calendars, which must be clean and in 
a usable condition. The pictures on the cards are used 
by our Mail-Bag scholars for making Christmas gifts. Please 
note that post-cards are of no value for this purpose. 

MAIL-BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL CONFIRMATION LESSONS. 

Our friends will be interested to know of the extensive 
use made of the series of Confirmation Lessons compiled and 
issued by our Mail-Bag Sunday School Department, some 
3000 copies having been used. We think the list of parishes 
in which they are now used of sufficient interest for pub
lication. 

New South Wales : Maclean, Coraki, Rose Bay, Tamworth, 
Nowra, Tumut, Merriwa, Belmont, Emmaville, Delegate, 
Dapto, Marulan, Milton, Gundy, Sutton Forest, Rocks, Uralla, 
Raymond Terrace, Wilcannia, Barraba, Gundagai, Adaminaby, 
Meama, Delunga, Yass, Warialda, Wee Waa, Woolwich, Cop-
manhurst, Hawkesbury River, Coogee, Kogarah, Baradine, 
Bingara, Werris Creek, Boggabri, Quirindi, Junee, Denman, 
Willoughby, Wentworth, West Wyalong, Narrabri, Brumlo, 
Singleton, Doon Doon, Lockhart, Tibooburra, Ungarie. 

Victoria : Bairnsdale, Bass, Werrimull, Timboon, Lear-
month, Inverleigh, Tempy, Murryville, Mitiamo, Merino, 
Kangaroo Flat, Lang Lang, Tatura, Geelong, Woodend, Eden-
hope, Echuca, Berwick, Walpa, Wiangarie, Malmsbury, Sale, 
Murrabit, Warrnambool, East St. Kilda, Seymour, Hawthorn, 
Inglewood. 

Tasmania : Latrobe, Carrick, Burnie, Smithton, Ross. 
Queensland : Sarina, Imbil, Ayr, Inglewood, Beaudesert, 

Pomona, Miriam Vale, Brisbane, Gordonvale, Rockhampton. 
South Australia : Minnipa, Ceduna, Kirton Point, Cum

mins, Penong, Cook, Maitland. 
Western Australia : Perth, Beaconsfield, Makering. 
North-West Australia : Grooyte Eylandt. 
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Subscribers who have not received receipts :—Mrs. 
Wauchope, Miss Shields, Miss Dearman, Mrs. Usher, Mrs. 
Manuell, Miss I. Slade, Miss M. Thompson, Mrs. F. Wray, 
Miss E. Neath, Miss Slaifstein, Mrs. Bishop, Mrs. S. Moore, 
Miss Powell, Mrs. Gillam, Dr. Sundell, Mrs. Taylor, Mr. C. 
Hulett, Mrs. Stanesby, Miss Bigmore, Miss L. Rofe, Miss A. 
Tribe, Miss M. Williams, Miss B. Hansen, Miss Locke, Miss 
M. Hearle, Mr. Lacke, Mrs. Wise, Miss A. Hann, Mr. A. Till, 
Miss R. Watt, Miss A. Dicker, Miss Hollow, Mrs. W. Bevan, 
Mrs. D. Davidson, Mrs. Finlay, Miss Brady, Mrs. May, Miss 
J. Anderson, Mr. R. Coates, Mrs. England, Mrs. J. McElroy, 
Mrs. Osborne, Miss M. Moody, Miss I. Wright, Miss T. Smith, 
Mrs. G. Napper, Miss M. Smith, A. J. Seymour, Mr. S. Horn, 
Mrs. H. Ellis, Mr. S. Ellis, Mr. J. Rollinson, Rev. T. Pickburn, 
Miss Stone, Mrs. Lucas, Mrs. A. Percival, Mrs. Luders, Miss 
A. Alford, Rev. A. Johnson, Miss N. Hickson, Mrs. Hunter, 
Miss C. Osborne, Miss M. Farr, Master W. Peart, Miss 
Marsden, Mrs. Muller, Mrs. Handel, Rev. C. Adams, Mrs. 
Packer, Miss Senogles, Miss I. Johnstone, Mrs. A. Green, 
Mr. R. Grundy, Miss Blencoe, Miss G. Randall, Miss C. Begbie. 

# # # # # * 
We wish to make grateful acknowledgment to the follow

ing donors of anonymous gifts :— 
19/6/40. £1/3/-, donation : Anonymous. 
16/7/40. 5/-, donation : Anonymous. 
16/7/40. £5, War Savings Certificate : "Sympathy." 
31/7/40. £1, donation : A.Y.Z. 
6/8/40. 10/-, donation : Anon. 

22/8/40. 5/-, Rally : Anonymous. 
23/8/40. 2/-, Rally : E. C. S., Narrabeen. 
26/8/40. 5/-, Rally: Anonymous. 
30/8/40. 1/-, Rally collection. 
2/9/40. 10/-, Rally collection : A.Y.Z. 
6/9/40. 5/-, donation : Anonymous. 
6/9/40. £1, donation : Miss L. Pope. 

23/9/40. £1, donation : "Interested," Drummoyne. 
14/10/40. 10/- : Anonymous. 


