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Rev. J. JOHNSTON 

The Denmark Mission, which is financed by the 
Colonial and Continental Church and administered on its 
behalf by B.C.A., was recently swept by disastrous bush 
fires which have caused terrible havoc. The following 
account is written by the new Missioner, the Rev. John 
Johnson, who has had a warm(!) welcome to his new 
work. 

Denmark Mission consists of a long strip of country 
on the South Coast of Western Australia, stretching 
for about one hundred miles. If it were placed in 
New South Wales it would stretch from Sydney to 
Nowra. The entire area with many other parts of 
Western Australia has been ravaged by the worst bush 
fires since 1936. Much of the country is virgin forest. 
Jarrah and Kauri trees tower well over one hundred 
feet high. Some of the trunks grow for 100 feet before 
the first branch stretches out. These trees are the source 
of much of the State's wealth. The undergrowth is very 
dense and in many places is ten to twenty feet high. 
Added to this, the district has had an unusually dry 
summer. Thus the natural fire hazard was greatly 
increased. 

Everyone realised the grave danger of fire but hoped 
against hope that they would be spared from its ravages. 
However, one day the dreaded smoke cloud appeared on 
the horizon and the fires had started. Settlers menaced 
by them stood by their properties and did their best to 
save them. Those free to leave their properties rallied 
to the summons for help which in Denmark is sounded 
by sustained blasts of the siren at the butter factory. Men 
from the town left their shops, offices and mills to do 
all they could to fight the destroyer. This fighting is 
highly organised. A local storekeeper is the voluntary 
fire control officer. He sends the men where they are 
most needed and trucks and cars speed them to their 
destination. Firebreaks are burned and then men fight 
the fire itself with knapsack sprays and green boughs 
if the heat will permit them to get close enough. The 
fighters have saved many . homes, sheds, pastures, 
machinery, and bridges but even so, losses have been 
heavy and the destruction great. 

On several of the worst days the temperature, already 
high, was greatly increased by the heat of the fires. The 
sun was blacked out by the smoke, and ash fell every
where. This ash, which is frequently red hot, starts 
new fires considerable distances ahead of the original 
fire and it is almost impossible to control. The fires 
were so intense and widespread that they frequently 
leaped roads and rivers as if those obstacles did not 
exist. Nornalup, a beautiful holiday and tourist resort, 
looked a picture of green, loveliness a month ago. Last 
week-end when I visited the area it was just a blackened 
mess. The fire had crossed the forty feet wide river in 
a moment. The township was in grave danger for a 
time but good work saved it and the bridge of the 
main highway. Now the former giants of the forest lie 
across the narrow, twisting tracks compelling cars to 
make rough detours through what is left of the bush. 
More trees and branches are falling continually for they 
burn for weeks. It is odd to see the tall and isolated 
ringbarked trees in the paddocks burning at the tops, 
sparks from the fires having lodged in the tinder-dry 

timber and set it alight. Firefighters and travellers have 
to be very careful of these falling branches and trees. 

The chief losses have been those of pastures, timber, 
bridges and fencing. Many have lost hay sheds, hay, 
machinery, fruit trees and potato fields, the latter, of 
course, through scorching by the intense heat. Among 
the sufferers are many church people. One of the 
heaviest losers was a man who on the Sunday before his 
loss had, with his wife and five children, comprised the 
entire congregation at a service held in a disused school 
eleven miles from Denmark. He had been out helping 
fight the fires nearby with the result that when the 
fire swept over his own property and set light to his 
own shed, one of the best in the district, he was too 

All that is left. 

exhausted to fight any more. Shed and machinery 
went up in smoke arid all were completely destroyed. 
Superphosphate, heaped in the paddocks ready for fer
tilising the pastures, was left1 uncovered, the bags being 
burned off it. This has to be spread immediately in 
case rain should come and make it useless. The fire 
reached the back verandah of his house, but mercifully, 
that was saved. His losses were estimated at many 
hundreds of pounds and only a small percentage is 
covered by insurance. The strain and setback is a most 
heavy burden to bear. What it all must mean to the 
mothers and wives in the midst of all this is only too 
obvious. Added to the worry caused by the danger to 
themselves and their menfolk is- the anxiety for their 
children who travel in buses to and from school along 
bush tracks which may be beset by fire at any moment. 

A young woman, who is an old friend of my wife, 
is now living in this district. They attended our first 
service at Kronkup about 25 miles east of Denmark. A 
little later we visited them after giving religious in
struction in a nearby school, and enjoyed their happy 
hospitality. The next day fire raced down on them. 
They had time only to rush their car to a safe place, 
snatch some good clothes and run to a field where they 
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threw some wet bags over themselves. They were sure 
that their house had gone, but miraculously it was not. 
However, everything else, sheds, seed potatoes, fruit 
trees, machinery, all was destroyed. Their losses are 
very severe indeed. 

A new English settler who invested all his savings 
in an apple orchard lost most of his trees by heat and 
fire. This is a particularly bad blow for, unlike pastures, 
apple trees do not mature in a year. Walpole Mission 
House at the western end of the Parish and 47 miles 
away, where we live and hold services during the fourth 
week-end of every month, was saved by the townspeople, 
along with their own dwellings which were all en' 
dangered. The Mission House is rather isolated, and 
therefore was in greater danger. We are deeply grateful 
to the local people. It must have been a hard fight for 
the fire had burned round every side of the house. 

Parryville School, now disused by the Education 
Department but used by us for services, also was narrowly 
saved from destruction. 

Yesterday, Denmark itself was in deadly danger. A 
fire raged at one corner of the settlement and a high 
wind was blowing it right into the town. Sparks 
ignited the dry grass in the gardens and yards but 
these fires were quickly extinguished. The whole town 
was at it. The Rev. M. Riley, an aged Methodist 
Minister, the Roman Catholic Priest, and the B.C.A. 
Missioner were all doing their bit for 'they answer the 

summons as well as everyone else. So from one end of 
the mission to the other these dreadful fires have burned 
up the property but not the spirits of these fine people. 
As I write more reports come in of other fires breaking 
out and we are preparing to go out again. 

This glimpse of the difficulties under which this Mis
sion is worked will help our prayer partners to under
stand the situation more clearly and will, I hope, stir 
them up to more faithful prayer for us and our people. 
Pray for the settlers whose incomes have been seriously 
affected by the damage to their property, that they may 
find help and strength from God to carry on. 

The fires have brought their parables too. Wood, 
hay-stubble—how they burn. What are we building? 
Will it endure God's testing fires at last? 

Again, where is a safe place when forest fires are 
raging? A very safe place where one cannot be trapped 
is a thoroughly burnt out area. Does not a Christian 
stand where the fire has been? 

"The fire of God's wrath burnt Him there in my stead, 

My Lord, and my Saviour, who suffered and bled, 

The whole of my guilt on His innocent head: 

I stand where the fire has been." 

Let us thank God for Him who makes it possible for 
us to stand in perfect safety where the fire has been. 
And let us in gratitude do what we can to make His 
love real to the scattered sheep of His flock in Outback 
Australia. 

Remember this Date! 

SEPTEMBER 1, 1950 
The N.S.W. Annual Rally of B.C.A. will be held in the 

Chapter House of St. Andrew's Cathedral at 7 .45 p.m., on 

Friday, September 1. 

The speakers will include Deaconess Clarke of the West Darling 

Mission. 

NEW LANTERN SLIDES WILL BE SHOWN FOR THE FIRST TIME 

Be sure to attend this warm hearted, friendly meeting. 
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REV. G. PEARSON. 

My time in the Parochial District of Croajingalong 
has drawn almost to its close, for the Bishop of Gipps-
land has placed me in charge of another district in his 
Diocese. So our Acting O.M. has requested my swan-
song for the "R.A." "Men may come and men may 
go, but we trust the B.C.A. goes on for ever." 

There is no doubt that I have not been a good con
tributor to the "R.A."—for my contributions have been 
fewer and shorter, it verily seems, than those of any 
other Missioner. However, the previous article headed 
"Croajingalong" contained these words, **. . . the mis
sioner recently married . . ." This may have some bear
ing on the case. Also, the Vicarage and Church lawn 
and garden at Cann River have claimed many hours 
of time which may otherwise have been spent in the 
study at the production of, among other things, "R.A." 
articles. There are far greater possibilities for lawns and 
gardens around the Mission Church and home in East 
Gippsland than in many other places, and for that I 
have been duly thankful. I have been thankful, also, 
to my predecessor, the Rev. C. F. Withington, for 
making gardens and lawns in what previously had been 
a wilderness. All this, no doubt, has helped to attract 
to our services quite large numbers of tourists, who 
have sometimes considerably more than doubled the 
numbers of our congregations. 

Looking back over the year 1949, my most outstand
ing recollection is that of the eight days' Mission held 
early in the year in the Parish Church at Cann River. 
The Missioner's personality and his friendly direct way 
of giving his message enabled him to leave with our 
people a clearer understanding of the things of God 
and a deepening of spiritual life. The children had a 
great time with him. 

A small choir was trained by the Missioner for the 
singing of special hymns; this choir has since remained 
in action and has proved to be a great help at normal 
Sunday services, and on other occasions. New hymns 
have been learned throughout the year, increasing our 
previously rather limited repertoire. Among the choir 
members the weekly hour or so of practice has proved 
to be another of those realities of fellowship in God's 
Church. Leaving the choir will be one of my regrets. 

Early in 1949 a Branch of the Mothers' Union was 
formed at Cann River, and the monthly meetings have 
been attended by an average of about twelve ladies. 
At the first initiation service, held in September, five 
members of the Orbost Branch were present as visitors. 
A Mothers' Union Corporate Communion is now held 
monthly at the Parish Church, and a correspondence 
maintained with the English Branch of Wallasey. All 
this helps our womenfolk to understand more of the 
corporate nature of our Church's work, and to look 
out beyond their own small community. 

"Carols by Candlelight", on Christmas Eve, again in 
the Parish Church at Cann River, were worthy of men
tion. On Christmas Eve many of the local folk were 
away, having commenced holidays, and others were ex

pecting a personal call from Father Christmas at their 
own family Christmas tree, but the presence of a large 
number of tourists who joined in prayers and carols 
made the service a memorable one. 

In the outcentres my main activities have been those 
of conducting the regular services, visiting the state 
schools for Religious Instruction, now, I think, officially 
designated Religious Education, and visiting the people in 
their homes. Two of the smaller state schools in the 
district were re-opened last year, after having been 
closed because the number of children attending was 
less than six. It is rather surprising how much of the 
population is "floating"—families "float" out, homes and 
schools are closed: then as other families "float" in, 
the homes and schools are re-opened. It is to be hoped 
that there is considerably more than aimless "floating" 
behind these movements. 

I presented only two persons for confirmation last 
year, both adults. However, I hope to hand over to my 
successor a considerably larger number of candidates 
for confirmation this year, which is heartening. 

Last year the Confirmation was held at Genoa, with 
candidates and others travelling in from the surrounding 
district to be present, and to hear the address given 
by our Bishop. On the following evening, after Evening 
Prayer at Cann River, the Bishop spoke about his trip 
through Iran, made while on his way to the Lambeth 
Conference. The Bishop's daughter and son-in-law are 
engaged in medical mission work in that country. 

Since my wife came to this district after our mar
riage in 1948, she has been able to do much to help 
Sister Gwynne, of the B.C.A. Dispensary. My wife 
had been greatly concerned at the thought of leaving 
her nursing when we married, and did not realise that 
there was a considerable amount of work awaiting her 
here, since Sister Gwynne cannot be in two places at 
once. She was particularly busy over the Christmas 
holiday period, when there was an unusual number of 
traffic accidents along the highway, and different ailments 
seemed to afflict many people almost all at one time. 
Fortunately, the accident and sickness rate have now 
returned to normal, and Sister is able to render the 
attention needed. 

Now, we are beginning to make arrangements to 
move from Croajingalong to the district of which I 
am to take the charge. In just over a week, the state 
school children will be going back to school after the 
Christmas holidays, and I will be on the roads again for 
final visits to schools and homes and services before 
my successor takes over. 

As I conclude this article, I want to thank all those 
who have helped to make possible my ministry here, 
and all those who have remembered us with gifts over 
two Christmas seasons and at other times. 

We thank you also for your prayers, and ask that 
you would continue in prayer for my successor, May 
God bless you all, 
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It gives me pleasure to present to you the 30th Annual 
Report of our Society, for during the year the work con
tinued to develop, despite the many difficulties which arose 
from time to time. 

MISSIONS 

The missioners of B.CA. continued their devoted work 
in the best traditions of B.CA. Their task has become 
harder in many ways, for the mission areas continue to 
expand and develop, but manpower cannot keep pace with 
the demand for men. Some of the clergy are seriously 
overworked and are obviously feeling the strain. There 
is urgent need for assistant missioners. A continued source 
of disappointment is the inability of the Society to meet 
the many requests from bishops for more clergy to 
minister to difficult areas. Much prayer is needed for 
young men of the Church to heed the call to minister in 
the outback. 

At the request of the Council the Organising Missioner 
travelled to Great Britain to plead the cause of the Society 
there. Reports indicate that he is making many new 
friends for B.CA. 

In order to cope with the heavy demands of our ever
growing work, the Asst. Organising Missioner and N.S.W. 
Secretary was appointed Acting Organising Missioner, and 
the Rev. John Greenwood, who has done excellent work 
at Ceduna and Minnipa for six years, was appointed 
N.S.W. Secretary. It is expected that Mr. Greenwood 
will commence duty in Sydney in March, 1950. 

The West Darling Mission has developed considerably 
during the year. The Rev. E. W. Fisher-Johnson and his 
wife continued their duties in that difficult area. Early 
in the year they were joined by Deaconess Peggy Spry at 
Menindee, and Deaconess Beatrice Clarke at Ivanhoe. 
The work being done by these two young women is out
standing. They are living and travelling under extremely 
difficult conditions, but their confident faith and cheerful 
facing of all trials have resulted in a most effective witness 
in that area. Everywhere they have commended them
selves and their message to the people who are responding 
very well indeed to their ministry. It is to be hoped that 
more deaconesses will volunteer for this piece of service 
which is of vital importance to the women of the bush and 
is beyond all praise. 

The mission of Rappville became vacant during the 
year, and I regret to say that so far it has been impossible 
to fill the vacancy. There is a great need in that mission 
for a faithful man of God. The Rev. George Pearson and 
his wife continued at Cann River, where a mission during 
the year brought much blessing. The Rev. E. G. Beavan 
and his wife and family proved that they have settled down 
well in their new country by doing fine work in the 
Heytesbury Forest. You will have read in "The Real 
Australian" the epic of the moving and rebuilding of the 
Church at Timboon, which is typical of the work being 
done in that mission. 

The Rev. Tom Pickburn and his wife entered their 
tenth year of ministry at Beech Forest. It has become 
commonplace to say that they work on in that most 
difficult climate with rare devotion, but it is none the 
less true. They have set an example of steadfastness and 
loyalty which should be emulated by more throughout 
the Church. The Rev. D. Wicking and his wife continue 
their faithful and steady work at Delegate-Bonang, where 
many thank God for their ministry. 

In South Australia, Kirton Point is still without a mis
sioner. A fine field of service in the mission and the 
Hostel there awaits the right man. The Rev. Alun 
Richards-Pugh continued his faithful work in the Franklin 
Harbour Mission. The Society was able to supply him 
with a better car during the year, but the work there 
demands a new and more efficient vehicle. The Rev. 
John Greenwood had two months' sick leave during the 
year, but otherwise continued his arduous labours at Min
nipa in his usual competent fashion. His ministry has meant 
much to the nurses at Wudinna Hospital and to the nurse 
at Tarcoola. But the huge area of 40,000 square miles 
is too much for one man, and an assistant missioner is an 
urgent need. Arrangements have been made for a former 
student of the Society, the Rev. George Fuhrmeister, to 
succeed Mr. Greenwood in 1950. The Rev. Theo Hayman 
continued his ministry at Streaky Bay, and under his 
leadership the work there developed considerably during 
the year. The Rev. Phil Connell continued his ministry 
in the Far West Mission at Ceduna. A serious illness 
during the year revealed the strain incurred in travelling 
over a mission that stretches further than from Sydney 
to Brisbane. Despite the illness and the constant strain 
of his work, Mr. Connell passed another examination in 
the course for Scholar in Theology, and is to be con
gratulated upon his efforts. His ministry too has been 
appreciated, not only by the residents, but also by the 
medical staff in the Society's Hospitals. During the year 
the Far West Mission was supplied with St. Brigid's Van, 
another gift from the generous friends of the Church of 
Ireland. Much of the equipment of the Van was supplied 
by the Ladies' Auxiliaries of N.S.W. and Victoria. The 
Society is most grateful to our overseas friends who share 
this work in such a wonderful way. It is to be hoped that 
their example of generosity will inspire many more church 
people in Australia to keep the Vans travelling with the 
Gospel, 

A Typical Bush Home in a B.CA. Mission. 
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At the end of the year, the Rev. Charles Sherlock re
signed from Denmark Mission in Western Australia, where 
he and his wife had a most successful ministry which will 
be fruitful for many years to come. Arrangements were 
completed for the Rev. John Johnston to replace Mr. 
Sherlock early in the New Year. 

This all too brief report, together with the informa
tion supplied during the year through ''The Real Austra
lian" and the broadcasts in New South Wales and South 
Australia, tells a story of missioners and their wives help
ing to build up the Church of God in the outback with 
a devotion and spirit of service which is unsurpassed. It 
is the earnest hope and prayer of the members of the 
Society that their example will inspire many more clergy 
and deaconesses to follow in their steps. Their devotion 
to duty also shows that they are worthy of the trust 
imposed in them by those people who give so generously 
to finance the work. 

MAIL BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL 

This vital part of B.C.A. has continued to develop 
during the year under the able administration of the 
Director, Miss R. Campbell, who is assisted by a number 
of volunteer teachers and workers. The Society keenly 
appreciates the valuable services of these ladies, without 
whose assistance it would be impossible to maintain the 
Sunday School at its present high standard. Their un
spectacular work is done with real difficulty in an inade
quate office, where space is overcrowded and with insuffi
cient office staff. Larger offices and staff are an urgent 
need. Assistance is given to country dioceses through the 

supply of lessons and advice, and several bishops have 
expressed their gratitude for such help. Missionary lessons 
give the children a wider outlook, and a number of gifts 
have been sent by them to the Church overseas. A number 
of country schools have been advised on organisation, 
methods, the purchase of equipment and numerous other 
problems. Many parents have also been advised in various 
ways. That this help is appreciated is revealed by the 
following letters:— 

"Many thanks to all the helpers of your Society. Maybe 
some of your helpers have never lived in the country, 
and they cannot realise to the full the value of their 
work through the Mail Bag Sunday School. We sincerely 
wish to thank them for the time and labours of love they 
give to us through such a service." 

"I do want you to know how much I like the prayer 
leaflets you have sent from time to time. If you send 
any more to me, you may be sure they will be put to 
good use. My own little boy has learnt some for night 
and morning, and he loves them. They are the kind of 
prayers which are best for children, simple and showing 
how they can serve God in the everyday things of life. 
I was thinking to myself the other day how we Christians 
can help each other, in so many ways. And it seems very 
good to me that you people down there whom I have 
never met are helping me and many other mothers to give 
our children the spiritual training we want so much for 
them, yet are more often than not unable to do it all alone. 
I do bless you for it." 

THE HOSTELS 

An important change took place in this side of the 
Society's activities. After prolonged and careful considera
tion, the Council decided to close Wilcannia Hostel. This 
action was taken with reluctance, because of the sentimental 
attachment to B.C.A.'s first hostel venture; but the facts 
of the situation were inescapable. The building is old, 
and requires extensive and very expensive repairs, and the 
necessary labour is unobtainable. Further, there is no High 
School in Wilcannia, and these days, hostels must be 
where the high schools are situated. However, the Society 
has retained ownership of the building, and if in the 
future a hostel appears to be needed there, the institution 
will be re-opened. 

A fine building, ideal for the purpose, came on the 
market at Broken Hill, and arrangements to purchase and 
open it as a Hostel next year have been completed. 

Another important event was the dedication of the 
new Hostel at Mungindi, which was purchased last year. 
The Rev. E. Felton, who was missioner when the first 
hostel was dedicated, and is at present a member of 
Council, assisted the Bishop of Armidale at this ceremony. 

The other hostels in N.S.W., at Mungindi, Bowral and 
Wentworth Balls, have all continued their most important 
work, which has been appreciated by the parents and 
children alike, as the following letter will show:— 

"You will know, I expect, that we have had our two 
sons at 'Coorah' for some years. It has meant a very 
great deal to us to have had such a place to board the 
lads. We have no school here, and five years ago we had 
spent many weeks trying to find a suitable place to board 
them before we finally heard of 'Coorah.' We would like 
to say how much we have appreciated the attention and 
home life Mrs. Mann has given them, and also the other 
ladies who have helped to look after them so well. 
We have been able to see them return to school each term 
knowing they were being well cared for, both spiritually 
and materially. With our very sincere thanks to B.C.A." 

During the year Miss Farr continued her work at 
Wilcannia with untiring devotion. She had no assistance 
and did a remarkable job. Deaconess Dixon and Miss 
Michael continued their excellent work at Bowral. Miss 
Michael, however, resigned at the end of the year to 
prepare for missionary service overseas. The Misses 
Cheers continued their splendid work in two hostels at 
Mungindi, where their steadfast devotion has won them 
many friends. Mrs. Mann and Miss Lawtey continued 
their fine work at "Coorah", Wentworth Falls. This 
year Mrs. Mann completed 24 years of service with the 
Society, which speaks for itself. Miss Beck, after man
aging Port Lincoln Hostel single-handed for the entire year, 
an almost superhuman task, has been granted 12 months' 

Some scholars joyfully take their lessons from the mailbox. 
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leave of absence in order to visit Great Britain. She well 
deserves the break from the sole responsibility of caring 
for 33 high school and high spirited girls, a responsibility 
which she shouldered in a most effective fashion. 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

The Medical Services in Hospitals, Nursing Hostels and 
through the Flying Medical Services have maintained the 
high standards of previous years. 

The Society pays tribute to Dr. Freda Gibson, who has 
continued as Medical Officer at Ceduna and also as our 
Flying Doctor. Her work has been outstanding, and it is 
a pity that the country, and Church as a whole, do not 
seem to be aware of the remarkable career of Dr. Freda, 
to use the name by which she is affectionately known to 
her patients. 

Dr. Russell Roxburgh resigned during the year, after 
doing a very fine work at Wudinna as the Society's Medical 
Officer and Flying Doctor in that area. He commended 
himself and B.C.A. to the whole district and he has been 
sorely missed. It is a matter for real regret that so far 
no doctor has volunteered to replace him. 

The two aeroplanes have proved their worth again 
and again in the saving of life and alleviation of illness. 
Their efficiency is largely due to our pilot, Mr. Alan 
Chadwick, who has now served the Society with true 
devotion for 12 years. His services are invaluable. The 
smaller plane is serviced by Mr. W. Bedford, a local 
engineer and pilot, who flies the plane when called. B.C.A. 
is most grateful to him for his kind and generous 
assistance. 

The Hospitals at Cook, Tarcoola, Penong, Cedunai 
Wudinna and Cann River Dispensary have been able to 
continue only because the Society is blessed with a team 
of nurses who labour without counting the cost. Despite 
far too long hours, long periods without holidays, and diffi
culties caused by shortage of staff, they have served God 
and His Church, through His healing ministry, in a way 
which has brought much blessing to many souls. We thank 
God for them all and pray that many more of like 
spirit will hear the call to serve Him in the hospitals 
of B.C.A. 

Miss E. M. Page continued as the Society's Pharmacist 
at Ceduna, and she has proved a valuable asset to the 
medical system. Dr. Gibson has been relieved of the 
heavy extra work involved in the dispensing of medicines 
and drugs and the people of the district have had another 
means of service at their disposal. 

DR. ROY GIBSON MEMORIAL 
It was decided to give those who have appreciated the 

work of the late Dr. Roy Gibson an opportunity to 
erect a memorial to his memory in Ceduna. A fund has 
been opened for the purpose of beautifying the Church 
where he worshipped and served for so long, and this fund 
continues to grow steadily. 

CEDUNA RADIO BASE 
Negotiations were continued for the establishment of a 

Radio base at Ceduna to be operated by the Australian 
Aerial Medical Services (S.A. Section) in co-operation 
with B.C.A. A donation of £150 was received for the 
installation of one of the transceivers which the Society 
will have to supply. About seven sets will be required 
to complete the radio installations in the hospitals. 

COLONIAL AND CONTINENTAL CHURCH 
SOCIETY 

This Society, which has done so much for the Church of 
Australia during a great many years, continued its support 
of the mission at Denmark. The Col. and Con. finances 
the work in this mission and B.C.A. nominates the 
missioner. 

The B.C.A. also received a number of generous gifts 
during the year from English friends who sent the gifts 
through Col. and Con. Mention has been made earlier in 
this report of the generosity of the Irish branch of this 
splendid English Society. B.C.A. is deeply grateful for the 
interest of our friends in Great Britain, for the way in 
which they publicise our work, and for their hospitality to 
the Organising Missioner, as well as for their financial 
assistance. 

PROPAGANDA 
The Society's propaganda is disseminated through three 

main channels—deputations, 'The Real Australian", and 
broadcasting. Each of these continues not only to win 
us many friends, but also helps to maintain and inform 
the interest of old supporters. We are grateful to the 
Rectors and the Secretaries of the numerous organisations 
who so willingly invite the deputationists to their parishes 
and meetings. 

The 

Dr. Roy Gibson Memorial 

Fund 
is now open 

Pay your Tribute to the First Flying 
Doctor of the Church by sending your 

Donation NOW. 

Wudinna Hospital as seen from the B.C.A. 'plane. 
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DINNER TO THEOLOGIAL STUDENTS 

This has now become an annual event. Through the 
generosity of two lay members of the Council, the Students 
are given a vivid insight into the work of B.C.A. and 
are also reminded that B.C.A. is interested in them. The 
result is that the students show an increasing interest in 
B.C.A., which has caused some of them to offer their 
services as future uiissioners, and all of them to bring the 
Society before their parishes. It is hoped that in the 
course of time there will be a steady flow of men to 
the missions. 

MANPOWER 

That brings us to what is the greatest problem the Society 
has to face—how to secure sufficient men and women for 
this vital work. It is hoped next year to bring the need 
before the whole of the Australian and English Church. 
At least 12 clergy, 12 nurses and several hostel workers 
are needed immediately to fulfil the many requests being 
continually received from country bishops. The Society 
is deeply concerned at its inability to supply these needs 
as they should be supplied. This year six students are 
in training at Moore College, Sydney, and Ridley College, 
Melbourne, and while this is encouraging many more are 
needed. Ordained men are now needed urgently. The 
Society calls upon all its friends and supporters to make 
these needs known and to pray earnestly that the needed 
men and women will heed the call to service with B.C.A. 
in the Church outback. 

VICTORIA 

In Victoria, the Rep. L. Ball continued his work as 
Secretary and has won us many friends. However, he has 
intimated his intention to resign in the near future, and 
the Society will have to face the problem of replacing 
him. 

THE AUXILIARIES 

The members of the Ladies' Auxiliaries in New South 
Wales, Victoria and South Australia continued their in
valuable assistance in their usual generous and faithful 
manner. These ladies work with a devotion and spirit of 
co-operation which is most inspiring to all the staff. Dur
ing the year, they raised large sums of money and supplied 
missions, hospitals and hostels with many items of equip
ment which have helped to make the work more effective. 
More auxiliaries would enable the Society to overcome 
many of its financial difficulties. It is hoped that more 
ladies will be interested enough to form auxiliaries in the 
coming year. Such service will bring blessing to them as 
well as the women of the outback. So the B.C.A. takes 
this opportunity to issue a call to the women of the 
Church to endeavour to form more auxiliaries. There 
should be one in every parish of the Australian Church. 

THE COUNCIL 

The Council continued to direct the affairs of the 
Society in its usual capable fashion. The B.C.A. is 
blessed with a fine team of clergy and business men in 
Sydney and Melbourne, who bring wide experience, deep 
interest and spiritual understanding to all its problems. 
The Society keenly felt the loss of the services of Mr. R. 
C. Atkinson, owing to a prolonged illness, and is thankful 
to learn that he is so far recovered that there is real 
hope of his renewed attendance at the meetings next year. 

THE FLOODS 

The Society was pleased to be able to make a small 
contribution of £100 to the Bishop of Grafton for the 
relief of the Church which suffered so much as a result 
of the disastrous flood at Kempsey. 

FINANCE 

The income of the Society was £31,747 through the 
N:S.W. accounts and £3,644 through the Victorian 
accounts, which, less £2,329 remitted to Head Office, 
makes a grand total of £32,062. This is an increase of 
£4,270 over the previous year. Despite this, such was the 
increased cost of maintenance owing to prevailing 
economic conditions that the debit balance on the General 
Working A / c was £4,332. 

Another feature of the financial report is that the income 
from the Bark Huts increased by £500 to £2,959. 
This demonstrates the value of this means of raising 
funds. 

Finance is, of course, an ever-present problem which 
must be faced with prayer, faith and resolution. Despite 
modern conditions, we cannot believe that the God Who 
has blessed B.C.A. so wonderfully during these years can 
desire any curtailment of our work, especially when the 
needs and opportunities are greater and more numerous 
than ever before. 

Nor can we be satisfied only to maintain our work, for 
although much has been and is being done, ever so much 
more remains to be done. In some respects it is true to 
say that B.C.A. is still in its infancy. It is a healthy, 
strong baby certainly, but a really great future of growth 
is yet before the Society. 

In conclusion, we thank all those very good friends of 
B.C.A. who through their constant prayer, their faithful 
service, their generous gifts and untiring devotion have 
made the progress of this work possible. Above all. we 
render humble thanks to Almighty God for His never-
failing blessing in the past and for His assurance of 
blessing in the future. May He give us all the grace to 
remain faithful in the task of seeking the fulfilment of 
our inspiring ideal, "Australia for Christ." 

DAVID LIVINGSTONE, 

Acting Organising Missioner. 

Remember the Sydney Rally on Friday, September 1 
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BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY FOR AUSTRALIA AND TASMANIA 

Sydney Office 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS A N D PAYMENTS FOR YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBBR, 1949. 

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 

To Subscriptions 25 7 6 Balances as at 1/1/49: 
„ Donations 2,286 14 7 Dr. Bank of N.S.W 2,958 16 9 
„ Collections 454 6 0 „ „ General Purchase 919 15 0 
„ Legacies 7,028 18 4 3,878 11 9 
„ Allocated Donations 936 7 9 Less Credits: 
„ Box Openings 1,886 11 4 Property Income A/c . 712 15 9 
„ Real Australian Receipts 39 17 8 Commonwealth Bank Trust 
„ Kookaburra Club - 5 0 6 A/c - 22 5 6 
„ Mail Bag Sunday School 378 17 7 735 1 3 
„ Hostel Remittances - ---- 825 0 0 
„ Hospital Remittances - 1,919 19 6 3,143 10 6 
„ Stipend Contributions 714 0 0 By Grants to Field Workers 10,614 11 6 
„ Vic;• Branch Remittances - - ..... 2,338 6 9 ^ H.O. Sal. 6? Expenses 2,328 17 2 
„ Col. and Con. Church Society - .. 2,315 16 9 Flying Medical Services 1,785 6 1 
„ Christmas Appeal H.O. ^ ^ 0 •- M a l l Bag S. School .... 939 16 8 
„ Special Appeal H.O - 768 18 11 ^ Broadcasting ..'. 404 8 10 
„ College Fees Cont. . - - 65 0 0 • Car Maintenance 417 9 4 
" Women s Auxiliary 160 0 0 Advertising 2 1 1 1 5 1 
„ Penong Med. Committee 800 0 0 Insurance 264 9 6 

Suspense A / c 215 4 0 Postages, Etc. 258 7 1 
„ Various Sales, etc. 2,032 1 1 1 ^ Printing, etc. 364 0 0 
„ Car Maintenance 239 0 0 Cheque Exchange 48 3 2 
„ Sundry Refunds - 123 18 0 ? R A P r i n t i n g 8 7 1 1 2 10 
„ Dividends and Interest 115 2 6 ? Rent, Etc. 98 6 5 
„ Transceiver 150 0 0 College Fees 189 0 0 
„ Ceduna Cot ...». 100 0 0 ^ Christmas Expenses - 107 7 8 
„ Received for Col. and Con. 4,656 17 8 „ . Lantern Equipment - 35 13 10 

„ General Expenses 386 6 2 
„ Suspense A/c . 260 4 0 
,, Purchase Cars 516 8 6 
,, Property Repairs 228 1 2 
„ Transfers 229 9 5 
„ Interest 116 8 3 
„ Deposit on Hostel .... 569 0 0 
„ Col. and Con. Grants 3,634 6 11 

— 24,879 9 7 
Credit Balance as at 31/12/49: 
Cr. Property Income A/c . 7,323 3 6 

i ,, Commonwealth Bank .. 1,044 16 3 

8,367 19 9 

Dr. 
Bank N.S.W. £4,332 3 8 
General Pur. 311 7 11 

4,643 11 7 
3,724 8 2 

£31,747 8 3 ' £31,747 8 3 
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L^all a ^Doctor 
Little Jimmy was not at all like the usual cheery 

youngster who sat at breakfast with a bright smile. His 
mother tried to entice him with a good bowl of cereals 
and a poached egg on nice brown toast. No! He was 
not to be persuaded. 

With the rest of the family off to work and away to 
school mother again turned her attention to Jimmy. 
He was only four but quite capable of telling mother 
he was not feeling well. 

However, there was one to whom mother could 
turn—her telephone call soon brought the doctor who 
lived only two streets away from her. Jimmy was not 
seriously-ill but he had a gastric turn which so often 
upsets the routine of children. The Doctor gave mother 
a prescription and calmed her fears. Little Jimmy was, as 
doctor predicted, quite his cheery self in another twenty-
four hours. 

Mr. X arrived home from work limping and gave 
cause for great concern in the home. He quickly 
calmed their fears as he told them of the accident at 
work. Fortunately it was not very serious but bad 
enough to send him to the doctor, after treatment in 
the works' ambulance room. 

Family fears in both cases were allayed because near 
at hand was the man who was trained to attend to 
bodily needs. 

But where does B.C.A. come into the story? 
Think for a moment of the anxieties and fears of 

the people concerned in our two illustrations. The 
proximity of the doctor gave speedy comfort and con
solation. What a different story under other conditions. 
Come with me to a little home in the north-west of South 
Australia. A father and mother with their two children 
live 25 miles from the railway siding where a trained 
Sister is available. The nearest doctor at Ceduna is over 
one hour's journey by air and by road more like two 
davs. 

With her husband out somewhere attending to sheep 
or windmills or fences or the many other jobs on a 
sheep station, his wife is left alone. Her children 

might have those same upsets that city children suffer. 
Her husband may suffer painful injury. The many 
little accidents around the home assume alarming pro
portions when living under isolated conditions. 

Each month Doctor flies in the B.C.A. Aeroplane to 
Tarcoola and our little family come twenty-five miles 
for consultations. 

The photograph is no exaggeration, it is a fact. The 
whole family on one motor bicycle have come to see 
Doctor. 

Your gifts and prayers keep the Medical Hostels and 
Hospitals open for such people. The Aeroplane is kept 
flying on errands of mercy bringing comfort and conso
lation to the outback. 

The needs are great and the cost is high, but we 
must keep faith with those who live in the isolated 
parts. Men and women as well as gifts are urgently 
needed. Who will respond? Are you interested? Then 
see the Secretary in your State and talk over the matter 
with him. —J.R.G. 

VICTORIAN FRIENDS — REMEMBER 

ANNUAL RALLY 
Tuesday, 26th September 

in St. Paul's Church House, Melbourne 
at 8 p.m. 

BOOK THE DATE 

COME AND HEAR 

AID THE WORK 

They ride like this for 25 miles over a rough bush track. 
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Your Bark Hut money box should be opened in 
August. Will you kindly open it and send the contents 
to us or to your local Secretary? Prompt and regular 
opening of the Bark Huts is a real help to our funds. 

The Society offers its deep sympathy to Mrs. Shipley, 
a member of the Ladies' Auxiliary, whose husband, the 
Rev. E. Shipley, recently passed away. We pray that 
God will comfort her and her family. 

We welcome to our nursing staff Sister Barber, 
of Sydney, and Sister Metcalfe, or Melbourne, and wish 
them every blessing. 

* * * * 
It is with very real regret that we bid farewell to the 

Rev. Tom and Mrs. Pickburn. They have done magnificent 
work in the Otway Mission under most difficult condi
tions for 10i years. They will be sorely missed from 
Beech Forest and from B.C.A. May God's rich blessing 
be upon them at Binda in the Diocese of Goulburn. 

* * * * 
The Rev. K. Seymour will replace Mr. Pickburn. A 

warm welcome is extended to him as he joins the staff 
of Missioners and we hope that he will enjoy every 
blessing in his work. 

* * * * 
The Ladies' Association of the Colonial and Continen

tal Church Society in England has sent out £600 sterling 
to help supply a Van for the Deaconesses. At their re
quest the Van will be named St. Margaret, for the 
Ladies' Association office is in that Parish in London. 
We are most grateful for this further token of the 
interest of the Church of Great Britain in the Church 
of Outback Australia. 

* * * * 
We are also deeply grateful to the Ladies' Auxiliaries 

and other donors in Australia who have supplied the 
balance of the cost of St. Margaret's Van. We hope that 
it will be ready for the road within a few weeks. 

* * * * 
The Organising Missioner, the Rev. Tom Jones, con

tinues his work for the Society in England and Is making 
many friends for B.C.A. 

The Dr. Roy Gibson Memorial Fund has now reached 
£70. This fund is still open for further contributions. 
It is hoped that many more will come so that a worthy 
memorial can be erected to the memory of Dr. Roy. 

* * * * 
Many young people are working enthusiastically for 

the Mailbag Sunday School Van. The fund is growing 
steadily through their efforts. 

* # # m 
Don't forget that B.C.A. speakers are available for 

drawing room meetings, school classes and all week-day 
and week-night gatherings. 

* * * * 
Many more Ladies' Auxiliaries are urgently needed. 

Can you form one in your district? We will <^ive you 
all information and support, 

The Clovelly Ladies' Auxiliary at a recent Jumble Sale 
raised £27 towards their annual gift to the Society's 
funds. We keenly appreciate their interest and hard 
work. Oh! for more Auxiliaries! 

An old friend of the Society, the late Mr. Day, of 
Port Lincoln, South Australia, bequeathed B.C.A. £100 
in his will. We are grateful for his thought for the 
work. 

* * * * 
Sister Wells, who served with the nursing staff at 

Wudinna and Sister Morgan, who served at Ceduna, have 
returned to Western Australia. Both these nurses will 
be missed from the posts where they worked so well. 
We offer them our best wishes for the future. 

* * * * 
A Van for the Menindee Mission has been purchased 

from a legacy and other gifts. It is hoped that it will 
soon take the road and thus help the missioner, the 
Rev. W. Mitchell, to do more effective work. 

The members of the Ladies' Guild of Holy Trinity, 
Adelaide, have presented Ceduna Hospital with a 
cheque for £35 as a thankoffering for the 25 years' 
service by the B.C.A. Hospital at Ceduna. This 
gesture is sincerely appreciated, and on behalf of the 
Ceduna staff we thank the Guild for their generous 
thoughtfulness. 

* * * * 
Next September will mark the 25th Anniversary of 

the opening of the first B.C.A. Cottage Hospital at 
Ceduna. This Silver Jubilee will be featured in the 
next issue of "The Real Australian". 

* 4c 4c * 

Deaconess Clarke continues to receive supplies of 
books for her library at Ivanhoe. She is very thankful 
for these gifts which are a real help to her work. Another 
gift which will be deeply appreciated is that of a 
portable organ. It must be the folding type so that it 
can easily be transnorted. Is there someone or a church 
somewhere which has no further use for such an instru
ment? 

* * 4c * 

Sister Page, at Tarcoola, has received a number of 
pieces of equipment for her Sunday School at Tarcoola, 
but much more is required, especially coloured pencils, 
small scissors and texr rards. 

* * # # 
An anonymous donor has sent £25 for the Church 

which was moved over mountains. Such a gift is an 
encouragement to the people of the Heytesbury and to 
us aJL Many thanks, 
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THE WOMEN'S AUXILIARY—SYDNEY 

Report, 1949-1950 

The Women's Auxiliary has met once a month during 
the last year, and also held a most successful Thanks' 
giving Day in October, at which the speaker was 
Deaconess Spry. The sum of £ 9 0 / 5 / ' was raised by 
donations, stalls and offertory, and was given to the fund 
tor bt. Brigid's Van at Ceduna, which has been in con' 
stant use now for some months. 

Three Farewell Communion Services have been held; 
the first, in September, before the Rev. T. Jones' de
parture to England, was followed by a buffet lunch at 
the C.E.N.E.F. rooms, when those present wished the 
O.M. a safe voyage, and speedy return to health; the 
second was held in January to wish Godspeed to the 
Rev. J. and Mrs. Johnston, on their way to Denmark, 
W.A.; and the third, in February, to say goodbye to 
Mr. and Mrs. McLaughlin, leaving for Broken Hill, and 
the Rev. G. and Mrs. Fuhrmeister, for Minnipa. 

Visitors to the Committee Meetings have included 
Mrs. F. Dillon, Mrs. C. Sherlock, Sister L. Loane, and 
Deaconess Beatrice Clarke. 

Mrs. Fairfax'Ross and Mrs. Leslie have both had to 
resign; we are very sorry to lose them, and thank them 
for all they have done in the past. 

We welcome Mrs. Parker and Mrs. Greenwood as 
new members. 

Miss Hilda Harvey is in London, working temporarily 
for Col. 6? Con. and has been able to speak at meetings 
about the work in Australia. During her absence, Mrs. 
Morgan has kindly undertaken the duties of Treasurer. 

The receipts this year amounted to £211/17/7 . Most 
of that money has been given to the Van Fund, but in 
addition we have made the following gifts: 

Hoover Vacuum Cleaner, to Ceduna Hospital. 
Curtains, Tablecloths, Broken Hill Hostel. 
Bath Towels, Table Linen, Wudinna Hospital. 
Sheets, Towels, Pillowslips, Coorah Hostel. 
Xmas gifts to all the staff. 
We are very grateful for all the help given by the 

Auxiliaries, especially those of Burwood East, Pennant 
Hills, All Saints', Woollahra, and St. Luke's, Clovelly. 

We thank all our friends for what has been done, and 
ask them to help us this year in obtaining a Van for the 
Deaconesses, so that the work in the Menindee area may 
go forward. 

Those who were privileged to hear Deaconess Spry 
speak of her work at the October meeting will realize 
the very great need that exists for adequate transport 
in that district. 

ST. THOMAS' WOMEN'S AUXILIARY 

The B.C.A. Ladies' Auxiliary of St. Thomas', Moonee 
Ponds, Melbourne, held their Annual Meeting on Feb' 
ruary 23rd, 1950. The past year has been busy and 
successful. The Treasurer's Report showed that more 
than £70 has been raised in 1949 for B.C.A. by various 
entertainments. 

During the year, crockery for patients' trays was sent 
to Penong Hospital, 4 kitchen stools, kitchen tidy, and 8 
doz. towels for patients and staff were sent to Ceduna. 
£20 was sent to the fund for the new van, £5 to the 

Minnipa Ladies' Fete, and £5 annual subscription to our 
cot at Penong. The collection at our Annual Thanks
giving Service was £16/2 /9 . The Auxiliary has quite a 
small membership, so this sum was very pleasing. 

Office bearers for 1950 are:— 

President: Mrs. H. Meurer (re-elected). 
Vice-Presidents: Mrs. W. L. Woods (re-elected) and 

Mrs. Gore. 
Secretary: Mrs. M. Penrose. 

Treasurer: Miss de Gruchy. 

M. PENROSE, Hon. Sec. 

CENTRAL WOMEN'S AUXILIARY, MELBOURNE 

As we have not presented a report of our doings for 
some time we have to go back a few months. We are 
very grateful to Mrs. F. W. Spry, of lona Avenue, 
Toorak, for allowing us to hold an Australian Tea at 
her home on Saturday, October 1. Sister Coleman, late 
of Penong, South Australia, gave a very interesting talk, 
and £21 was raised from the sale of goods. On 
October 18, we said farewell to our very capable Hon. 
Sec, Mrs. L. L. Morris, who with her husband, the Rev. 
L. L. Morris, sailed for England early in December. We 
miss her very much but rejoice to hear that they are 
very happily settled at Cambridge. We held our Annual 
Temple Day in the Lady Chapel of St. Paul's on 
November 15. The Very Rev. the Dean of Melbourne 
gave the address. On February 14, 1950, the Annual 
Corporate Communion of the Auxiliaries was held in 
the Lady Chapel. Our afternoon fellowship followed 
at the Fitzroy Gardens but this was unfortunately marred 
by rain. A very pleasant and successful afternoon was 
given by the Rev. L. S. and Mrs. Ball at their home at 
Sandringham on Saturday, March 4. A delightful day 
brought forth a large number of friends. £24 was 
raised towards a washing machine for Cook Hospital. 

On March 21 our Annual Meeting was held with the 
Rev. E. L. Panelli as chairman. The following office
bearers for 1950 were elected: 

Patroness, Mrs. Donald Baker; President, Mrs. W. L. 
Woods; Hon. Secretary, ; Hon. Treasurer, 
Mrs. L. G. Ball; Assistant Hon. Treas., Mrs. Densbury. 

The Balance Sheet for 1949 was presented and shows 
£196 spent to provide such needs as: Washing machine 
for Cook Hospital, £70; stainless steel for Ceduna, £36; 
St. Brigid's Van, £65; furnishings for Penong Hospital, 
£8; Christmas gifts to nursing staff, £4. We were very 
pleased to have with us the Rev. J. and Mrs. Greenwood 
and little David, passing through on their way to Sydney. 
Mr. Greenwood told us something of his work outback 
at Minnipa, South Australia. We are very grateful to a 
new member, Mrs. H. Book, for arranging with Mrs. W. 
L. Woods, an Australian Tea at her home, 14 Rothwell 
Street, Ascot Vale, on April 1. About fifty friends were 
present and interest was aroused and quickened by the 
splendid talk given by the Rev. L. G. Ball. The 
proceeds, £28, are a start towards a washing machine 
for Wudinna Hospital. 

We look forward to our annual visit to Holy Trinity, 
Kew, sometime in June. The Rev. Canon F. E. Thornton 
always extends us a very hearty welcome. 
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^Afnotner ^Jdodtel id \Jpened 7* 
One day late last year, the Rector of Broken Hill, 

Canon V. Hartwig, telephoned B.C.A. and stated that 
a building ideally suited for use as a Hostel had come 
on the market. 

The Council had earlier decided that the time had 
come to start a Hostel there as soon as a suitable 
building could be obtained, and welcomed the oppor
tunity which thus presented itself. A decision had to 
be made within thirty-six hours. Reports of the building 
and situation were studied and other matters were gone 
into very thoroughly. Finally, the Organising Missioner, 
then in Adelaide, on his way to England, was authorised 
to tender for the building. Some time later, the tender 
was accepted and B.C.A became the owner of a fine 
old home and one acre of ground in one of the best 
parts of Broken Hill. Some thousands of pounds had 
to be borrowed from the bank in order to finance the 
purchase, but our special Christmas Appeal for this 
purpose brought in the very fine total of £1200, for 
which the Society is deeply thankful to Almighty God 
and those friends who gave so generously. 

Arrangements were made for the building of extra 
bathrooms and other alterations. The contractors, by 
a most remarkable effort, for which the Society is most 
grateful, secured * lmpossible-to-get" materials, and had 
all the work completed in time for the opening on March 
5th. These alterations cost over £1000, but we feel 
confident that this amount will be supplied as similar 
sums have been supplied in the past. The Council has 
acted in faith as always, and we are confident that every 
need will be satisfied in due course. 

As the Hostel was to be for the boys of the Far West, 
it was decided to seek a married couple to take charge 
of it. This problem was solved by Mr. and Mrs. Mc
Laughlin of Sydney volunteering for the post. We pray 
that they will be given the wisdom and grace necessary 
for this important task. 

At last all was ready for the official opening on March 
6th. It was a beautifully cool, star-studded far western 
night as the Archbishop of Sydney, assisted by the Bishop, 
of Riverina, Canon Hartwig, and B.C.A. missioners, per
formed the dedication ceremony. This was attended by a 
large crowd, who afterwards inspected the Hostel and 
gave an offertory of over £100. Later, another £100 each 
was given by two of the large companies, and the Society 
appreciates to the full this local interest. 

In his address, the Archbishop spoke highly of the 
work of B.C.A., making special reference to Mrs. Mann 
and Miss Farr and others who had served the children of 
the Far West so well at the Wilcannia Hostel. 

The Bishop of Riverina, when introducing the Pri
mate, paid a striking tribute to the worth of the assistance 
B.C.A. has rendered the Diocese. 

Canon Hartwig has earned the heartfelt gratitude of 
the Society for his unflagging interest, his ever-ready 
help and the organising of assistance by his parishioners. 
We are happy to say that the Canon has kindly accepted 
the invitation to be Honorary Chaplain of the Hostel, 
and we pray that God will richly bless his ministry both 
to the staff and to the boys. 

Mr. and Mrs. McLaughlin and Deaconess Spry, who 
is helping them for the time being, have a big task 
before them as they commence this new work, and we 
hope that all our friends will earnestly pray that they 
may be given grace for every need. 

It was with deep reluctance and only after careful and 
prolonged consultation that the Council decided to close 
Wilcannia Hostel. This decision was reached because 
the Wilcannia Hostel is now an old, rather battered 
building which would cost a very large sum to repair, 
and also because in these days hostels need to be estab
lished near High Schools. At the moment there is no 
such school at Wilcannia, nor is one likely to be opened 
there for some time, if at all. However, the Society 
has retained ownership of the building. It is now let on 
a yearly basis, and if in the future a hostel should again 
be needed in Wilcannia, the hostel will be re-opened. 

But in the meantime, the actual position is that Wil
cannia Hostel has been transferred to Broken Hill, 
where we pray it will be a blessing to the boys of the 
Far West. 

Donations to B.C.A. medical work may be claimed as 

Rebates for Income Tax purposes. 

Mr. and Mrs. McLaughlin. 

file:///Jpened
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f\ememl?er LJur Ordeal 

The Annual Report which is published in this issue 
is full of interest and merits your careful reading. I do 
hope that you will take the trouble to study it as well 
as the statement of accounts, for both tell a striking 
story of untiring devotion, sacrificial service, generous 
giving and faith in God which cannot fail to stimulate 
and encourage us all. 

Since the last issue of this magazine there have been 
several important developments. One was the ordination 
of Mr. William Mitchell, a student of B.C.A. who studied 
at Ridley College, Melbourne. Mr. Mitchell, together 
with two other young men, was admitted to the diaconate 
by the Bishop of Riverina at Broken Hill. The Bishop 
honoured the Society by inviting the Assistant Organising 
Missioner to preach at this most important service. The 
next day the new Hostel at Broken Hill was officially 
opened by His Grace, the Archbishop of Sydney, who 
made a long and tiring journey especially for this 
purpose. We are grateful to him for giving the Society 
and the missions which he later visited so much of his 
time and interest. 

Another development followed rather prolonged nego
tiations with the Commissioner of Taxation, who decided 
that future donations to the B.C.A. Hospitals, Nursing 
Hostels and Flying Medical Services will be accepted 
as rebates of income tax. We appreciate the help of the 
former Prime Minister, who personally interested himself 
on behalf of the Society. 

At long last, the problem of securing a doctor for 
Wudinna hag been solved by arrangement with Dr. R. 
Rogers of Sydney. The Society has retained ownership 
of the practice, but Dr. Rogers has been given the 
right of private practice. This means that officially, the 
doctor will not be known as the B.C.A. Doctor, but 
that he will co-operate with us in the hospital and flying 
medical service in the closest possible way. We hope 
and pray that doctor will be granted rich blessing in 
his work. 

The Rev. John Greenwood has now assumed duty as 
N.S.W. Secretary and has brought a fresh enthusiasm 
to the deputations which has already made its mark. 
I hope that you will make constant use of Mr.Green-
wood so that he can tell the B.C.A. story as often and 
as widely as possible. 

However, despite all these important developments, 
difficult problems remain. Manpower is the greatest of 
all. A number of clergy are needed for urgent tasks 
in the field and I earnestly beseech you to continue to 
pray with unfaltering faith that the young men of our 
Church will be given the vision to see the need and 
the opportunity for the really splendid service which 
awaits them and may be given the grace to heed the 
call of God to this work. Let it never be said that the 
Church of the cities is so lacking in the spirit of service 
that it cannot send forth at least six, or preferably 
twelve, clergy to join those already so faithfully serving 
the outback church through B.C.A. 

Nurses of the Church are another urgent need. The 
hostels also need several more workers. Will you join 

me in prayer that these manpower needs will be supplied? 
And as wê  pray, He who promised "Ask and it shall be 
given you" will answer our prayers. 

The Annual Sydney Rally will be held on September 
1. As you know, this is always an inspiring meeting 
well worth attending. This year, Deaconess Clarke will 
tell of her work in the far west, which has attracted 
such widespread attention. New slides of various aspects 
of the work will also be shown. All arrangements are 
not yet complete, so please watch the papers for further 
details of other speakers. The date of the Melbourne 

Rally will be September 26. That, too, is a warm
hearted meeting which inspires our Victorian friends 
every year. Please watch the papers for that important 
meeting also. Will you please make every effort to 
attend the meeting in your State and bring many 
friends with you? These meetings are important for 
they not only help to bring us all together for a 
family gathering but they demonstrate to the Church 
and to the world at large that we are determined to do 
all in our power to take the Gospel to our own people 
in the outback in an effort to fulfil our ideal, "Australia 
for Christ". 

It is an ideal that has inspired a multitude of people 
for over 30 years. It is an ideal which has sent 
clergy, deaconesses, nurses, hostel workers and many 
more to serve God in the outback regardless of the 
cost to themselves. It is an ideal which has inspired 
an uncounted host to ^ive generously again and again 
to supply the needs of those in the field. It is an ideal 
which spurs us on to more devoted service, to more 
generous giving, and to more faithful prayer. Let us 
then hold fast by this ideal and we shall, under God, 
hasten the day when this country will be the Kingdom 
of God and His Christ. 

Assistant O.M. 

The B.C.A. team in Far Western N.S.W. with the 

Bishop of Riverina and Acting Organizing Missioner. 
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^Jimboon J^arocnlai cJjidtrict 
Rev. E. BEAVAN. 

After all the difficulties of 1949, this year so far has 
been devoid of anything spectacular or of great interest 
to people outside the parish. However, here is a short 
chronicle of the most noteworthy events which have so 
far occurred in 1950. 

I always feel cautious when writing about the spiritual 
condition of any place or body of people, or of trying 
to compute the effect of any work for the Lord. Truly 
the harvest is His, and it ill becomes us to set up as 
authorities on matters which belong to His judgement, 
but all the same there is certain evidence which points 

to the conclusion that our Church of St. Jude at Tim-
boon has already begun to fulfil its purpose. As a House 
of God set on a hill it is a visible sign of the challenge 
that Christianity still makes to each individual, and it is 
becoming a central spot where united prayer and praise 
can be offered up by Christians who though scattered 
physically over the face of the land are growing more 
and more conscious of their unity in the spirit. This 
latter factor was especiallv noticeable on Easter Day, 
when after two early celebrations at out-centres I re
turned to Timboon and found the largest congregation 
since the opening gathered from a radius of many miles 
to worship Him Who has given new life to us all. Num
bers at the five services I held on Easter Day and commu
nicants at the celebration broke all records for that day 
in spite of most unpleasant weather. 

Now that we have our own Church it has become 
possible to hold a monthly Evening Service here as well 
as the weekly Morning one, and in place of the con
ventional sermon we are using the series of film strips, 
k4The Projected Bible'1 as a means of instruction both 
visual and oral. This Evening Service does seem to be 
fulfilling a need, and I trust will become a valued por
tion of our corporate worship. In February a weekly 

Sunday School was commenced here in Timboon, and as 
I write this we have a regular attendance of two dozen 
children, three of whom previously received lessons from 
the Mail Bag Sunday School, the rest being without 
any instruction save the weekly half-hour at School. It 
should not be difficult to double this number, but we go 
slowly at present owing to the lack of teachers. I hope 
to obtain at least two teachers ere long, but as it is 
now, Mrs. Beavan and myself take them all from 3 to 
13 years old. There are now three Sunday Schools 
functioning in the District, and another two at least are 
needed when teachers can be obtained. A few new 
scholars also have been enrolled in the• M.B.S.S., but in 
general there is an apathy amongst parents which pre
vents this excellent organization spreading as quickly 
as it should here, and I do ask for prayer that the situa
tion may change. Having made a little impression upon 
this apathy and ignorance in the past three months, it 
is vitally necessary to press on until all who are called 
by His Name receive the instruction which is both a 
right and a duty. 

The Ladies' Guild which in years gone by has done 
so much for Timboon, and which had lain dormant for 
a while before we arrived, was revived over 18 months 
ago, and has become a most useful and influential part 
of our Church life. It has maintained and even in
creased its membership, although several ladies who came 
from Cardies River left, with everyone's whole-hearted 
approval, to found their own branch there. It is pros
pering there also, and has been the means of restoring 
several families to Church membership and service. 
Some day, God being willing, we shall have our own 
Church there, and the work of this Ladies' Guild will 
have paved the way and will have provided a consider
able proportion of the money required. 

The formation of this branch was not the end of ex
pansion in this direction, for a couple of months ago 
another branch was formed at Princetown. It is too early 
to say how it will progress, but even if a part of the 
early enthusiasm remains in twelve months' time, it will 
have as solid a part in our Church's life there as it does 
in Timboon. It is noteworthy that a small scattered popu
lation at Princetown has in four weeks, through this 
newly-formed Ladies' Guild, raised £15 towards the 
restoration of the Church. 

I am writing this article before any definite statement 
can be made, but it appears now that the structure of 
St. Luke's Church, Princetown, has gone too far to be 
repaired as it stands, and if this is so we shall have to 
dismantle it altogether and rebuild from the founda
tions. While we wen> ad wondering whether we could 
even contemplate such an expensive task, I received 
word from London that the Ladies' Association would 
make a special appeal on behalf of the restoration in the 
North of England. I now await a further renort from the 
Diocesan architect, and when we know exactly what must 
be done, we shall commence work. 

A Flannel Graph lesson at a lonely homestead. 



June, 1950. 15 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

After my arrival m Minmpa my predecessor stayed a 
while to show me over some of the Mission area, but 
because of meeting so many folk in such a short space 
of time and travelling along so many different roads, 1 
found that after Mr. Greenwood left I had to sort out 
all the names, faces and roads again. 

Due to the very dry season, the road from Port 
Lincoln to Minnipa made rather a bumpy and dusty 
sample tor our initiation; but the warm welcome given 
us by the B.C.A. Staff at Eyre Peninsula Hospital en-
route, and our reception at Minnipa made us realize 
afresh that the joy and blessings in Christ's service are 
not governed by outward conditions. 

A hurried trip with Mr. Greenwood to the farther 
outback work visiting the sheep stations as far north as 
the East-West line enabled me to see the tremendous 
possibilities of this type of work and the great need for 
a missioner to do all the Northern Stations. 

One Sunday morning my wife and I left home early 
to get to a farmhouse some 60 miles away, by 11 a,m. 
As we had not been there before the latter part of the 
journey was with certain misgivings as to our being on 
the right track. Even after being assured of this by 
certain signs, we drove a distance past the gate leading 
in to the farm before realizing it, and so arrived a little 
late. However, the Holy Communion Service which fol
lowed was a blessed time, especially as it was all so 
peaceful. After dinner, we hurried to another service 
to be held in a hall ten miles along the road. We pro
cured the key from a farm nearby and then proceeded 
to sweep out the hall and try to make it seem more 
like a place of worship; but when this was done, imagine 
our feelings when no one turned up. 

On the way to the next place we ran into a section 
of the road covered with drift sand some two feet 
deep, and there we were bogged for nearly an hour. We 
were late arriving for the service but found our congrega
tion waiting patiently, for they knew it was my first time 
on that track and thought I had possibly taken the 
wrong road but would eventually turn up. Before going 
to the home where our Evening Service was to be held 
we stopped along the side of the road to have a snack 
and relax before proceeding. On arrival at the home 
the speedometer registered 100 miles for the day, but 
when all but one man from the district squeezed into a 
room for "church" that night, we felt it was well worth 

while. We camped there overnight in St. Columba and 
next day on our way back home we visited homes, gave 
Religious Instruction at a School and conducted an 
Evening Service. 

Once every three or four months a visit is made to 
the sheep and cattle stations north of Minnipa lor a 
period of 17-18 days, and as I write I am out on one 
such trip, and in ten days have covered over 600 miles. 
When setting out, although I had committed all to the 
Lord, I must confess I felt somewhat dubious about the 
venture, so followed carefully my "book of directions". 
Unfortunately, I spent my first night out in the bush— 
lost, for nightfall found me at a junction road, not sure 
where either led and with no one to ask the way to go. 
I realized that night as never before the hopelessness 
of a lost soul with no one to guide the way. 

When making the trip through that area with Mr. 
Greenwood, he had given me directions to a certain 
farm and as there was not sufficient time to visit the 
people, did not go around that way. On going there 
myself I realized why we did not have time, for in the 
twenty miles I crossed some 30 creeks, which means 
changing down into low gear each time and opened and 
6hut at least 10 gates. 

At one station the manager told me that he had a 
man and his wife, who were immigrants, working for 
him and they wanted to meet the visiting minister. 
They had been deported to Germany from Latvia by 
the Russians, and his father and uncles, all ministers, 
were taken to Russia. While in Germany he had studied 
Theology for two years and taught the Latvian children 
Sunday School. His vocabulary was very limited, but his 
wife had learnt English for three years. We were able 
to have fellowship together which they greatly appreciated, 
for they had not been to a Church service since leaving 
Germany and had very little connection with other 
Christians. 

As it is shearing time on many of the stations this 
provides a special opportunity for evangelism. One night 
I visited the shearers1 huts and alter a friendly chat and 
a "cuppa", questions were asked by the men (and boys!) 
regarding religious topics. This culminated in a real 
heart-to-heart talk about their own souls1 need; copies 
of the Scriptures and Gospel tracts were distributed freely 
among them. "Cast thy bread upon the waters for 
thou shalt find it after many days" (Ecc. 11:1) is a 

f If linnlpa tvliddion 

"FIRST IMPRESSIONS" 

Rev. H. G. FUHRMEISTER. 
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promise which we trust will be fulfilled in God's good 
time. 

On a Sunday afternoon as I pulled up at a lonely out
post, a mother and two small boys were soon out to 
meet me, as Dad, who was out mustering the sheep for 
shearing, had told them of my intended visit. It was 
very hot inside the house, so I took off my dust coat. 
After talking for some time to the mother she went out 
to the kitchen, and while away I joined the boys on the 
verandah. The youngest boy looked up to me with a 
wondering face and pointing to my clerical collar, asked, 
"What's the ring around your neck for?" I had to try 
to explain what a minister is and why he wears a collar 
different from other men. 

At another home, before putting on my collar and tie, 
a boy of four years saw the red stone in my front stud, 
which was glistening in the light, and exclaimed, "What's 
the red light on your neck for?" 

As well as family prayer in homes and services held 
wherever possible, four children have been baptized, a 
marriage ceremony performed and a funeral service con
ducted, but perhaps the greatest joy is in gathering the 

children together and telling them the Scripture stories 
and teaching its message in song. The indifference of 
parents and attractions of the world to the young people 
make it imperative that we win them to Christ while 
they are children. Some of them are taught regularly 
either by women in the district or by the Mail Bag lessons, 
but such a lot have the personal contact only when the 
Missioner comes around and tnus we need more men and 
Deaconesses to make these visits more often. 

N.S.W. LISTENERS ! 
tune in to 

2GB 
for the B.C.A. "Outback" Session 

Now on 

FRIDAYS AT 11.15 A.M. 
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THE PLACE OF PRAYER 
A P r a y e r for U s e wi th O u r P r a y e r List . 

O L o r d G o d of o u r n a t i o n , W h o h a s c o m m a n d e d m e n to s u b d u e a n d r e p l e n i s h t he e a r t h : 
Look in T h y love u p o n a l l w h o in d i s t a n t p a r t s of o u r l a n d a r e s t r iv ing aga ins t m a n y difficulties^ 
a n d a r e d e p r i v e d t h e access of t h e m e a n s of g r a c e . S t r e n g t h e n a n d g u i d e t h e B u s h C h u r c h A i d 
Socie ty a n d a l l m e m b e r s of t h e staff. C h e e r a n d c o m f o r t t h e m in d i s c o u r a g e m e n t a n d lone l iness , 
bless t h e i r m i n i s t r a t i o n s t o t h e g o o d of t h o s e t h e y se rve , a n d g r a n t t h a t t h e m e s s a g e of r e d e e m i n g 
love m a y t h u s be r o o t e d a n d g r o u n d e d in o u r n a t i o n a l l ife, to t h e g l o r y of T h y G r e a t N a m e 
t h r o u g h J e s u s C h r i s t o u r L o r d . A m e n . 

S U N D A Y . 

MORNING EVENING 

The Far West Missions 
at Penong, Ceduna, Min-
nipa and Cowell; the Mis
sioned, Revs. D. Pugh, G. 
Fuhrmeister and T. Hay-
man. 

The West Darling Mis
sions at Wilcannia and 
Menindee: the N.W. Mal-
lee; the Missioners, Rev. E. 
W. Fisher-Johnson, Rev. 
W. Mitchell, and Dea
conesses P. Spry and B. 
Clarke. 

M O N D A Y . 

MORNING EVENING 
The Cann River Mission, 

the Bonang Mission, the 
Streaky Bay Mission; the 
Missioners, Revs. J. Shil-
ton, D. H. Wicking, and 
P. Connell. 

The Denmark Settlement; 
and the missioner Rev. J. 
Johnston; for the Pharma
cist, Miss E. M. Page. 

T U E S D A Y . 

EVENING 

For the Cann River Dis' 
pensary, and S i s t e r 
Gwynne and W u d i n n a 
Hospital, and Sisters V. 
Holle, W. Mansell, D. 
Yorke and Staff. 

MORNING 

For Sisters Dowling, 
Miller, Hitchcock, Holle, 
L. Loane, B. Tierney, R. 
Portch, E. Thomas, J. 
Armstrong and Miss Farr. 

For the Bowral Hostel, 
Deaconess N . Dixon and 
Miss Thomas. For Theo
logical Students of the 
Society in training. 

W E D N E S D A Y . 

MORNING EVENING 

For the children in the 
Mungindi, Broken Hill and 
Port Lincoln Hostels, and 
for the workers, the Misses 
Cheers, N . Stokes, and 
Mr. and Mrs. McLaughlin. 

For the Flying Medical 
Services, Mr. Chadwick, 
Mr. Bedford and Doctor 
F. Gibson. 

For the wives and fami
lies of the Missioners and 
Air Pilot. 

T H U R S D A Y . 

MORNING 

For the Mail Bag Sun
day School with its Gospel 
messages for the children. 
For the Director, Miss R. 
Campbell, the teachers and 
helpers, that they may find 
encouragement in their 
work. 

EVENING 

For the Organising Mis-
sioner, and Asst. Organis-
ing Missioner, that they 
may be strengthened and 
guided in all their endeav
ours for the good of the 
work and in their relation
ships with their fellow-
workers. 

F R I D A Y . 

MORNING 

For the Bishop Kirkby 
Memorial Hospital and 
Sisters Horsburgh and Ross 
as they minister to the 
people on the great Nullar-
bor Plain. For Sister Page 
and the Tarcoola Medical 
Hostel. 

EVENING 

For students and all in 
training for this work of 
God. For the Heytesbury 
Forest Mission, and the 
Otway Ranges Mission, 
and the Missioners, Rev. 
E G. Beavan and Rev. 
K. Seymour. 

S A T U R D A Y . 

EVENING 

For the "C o o r a h " 
Hostel and its workers, 
Mrs. Mann and Miss 
Lawtey. 

For the Rappville Mis
sion. 

MORNING 

For the President and 
Council of the Society, 
that they may be guided 
by His wisdom. 

For the Home Base 
Staffs, Auxiliaries, and 
parochial workers. 

For the N.S.W., Vic
torian and South Austra
lian Secretaries. 

Each day pray that the many needs of the work may 
be met. 

Running expenses of £7 per hour to keep the Medical 
Tlanes in the air. 

Consecrated clergy missioners and other workers for 
urgent work in the field. 

That our work may continue to progress despite the 
difficulties of the post-war period. 

G i v e T h a n k s — 

F o r t h e r i ch b less ing a n d w o n d e r f u l g r o w t h of t h e Soc ie ty ' s work . 

F o r al l t h e k i n d l y g ivers w h o h a v e h e l p e d wi th t he i r se l f -denia ls . 

F o r t h e F l y i n g M e d i c a l Serv ices . 

F o r t h e j o y of service . 
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B.C.A. can place clergy immediately in all 

the Southern States. Who will volunteer for 

a fascinating outback ministry in order to 

help win Australia for Christ ? 

ARRANGE FOR AN INTERVIEW TO-DAY 

The Bush Church Aid Society announces that donations to 

its Hospital and Flying Medical Work may now be claimed 

as rebates of Income Tax. If you desire to benefit by this 

decision of the Commissioner for Taxation appropriately 

mark your donation and keep the receipt. 

EDGAR BRAGG « IONS PTY. LIMITED, PRINTERS. 4 BARKER STREET, SYDMWY 


