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from the 

FEPERAL 

iECtElAty 

As we enter into another year 
of endeavour it is encouraging 
to us all to be able to report on 
some very significant appoint
ments. 

Our praise is given to God for 
His answer to prayer by the 
provision of a dentist to join our 
Flying Medical Service network. 
As Mr. John Crocker comes to us 
he will bring a heartfelt sigh of 
relief to many who have been 
subjected to discomfort and dis
tress. 

The Bishop of Kalgoorlie has 
requested Society assistance to
ward the staffing of the parish 
of Norseman (W.A.). The 
Reverend John Wyndham and 
Mrs. Wyndham are to proceed 
to this work immediately after 
Easter. Although the ministry to 
the Trans Line has extended into 
the Diocese for many years, this 
is the first time we have been 
able to provide particular dio
cesan assistance. 

As a direct outcome of an 
investigatory tour of the North 
West Australian Iron Ore de
posits made late last year, we 
are to provide yet another 
sphere of ministry to North West 
Australia. The Reverend Len 
Greenhall, from the Diocese of 
Melbourne, is to proceed to 
Wittenoom Gorge to direct his 
ministry to this area and the 
rapidly developing communities 
in the surrounding area. This 
appointment will also take effect 
immediately after Easter. 

Although two new members 
of our Nursing Staff appear in 
the persons of Sister Rosemary 
Bond (of Sydney) and Sister 
Lilian Morgan (of Melbourne) 
there still remains an acute short
age of nursing sisters within our 
Flying Medical Service as well 
as the distressing need for 
another doctor. Both these needs 
wil l , I trust, remain a constant 
factor in our prayers. 
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These appointments, coupled 
with the further application of 
our existing staff in their various 
locations, serve to remind us of 
the ongoing work and responsi
bility of the Society. The 
theorists may question the 
validity of a voluntary society 
but the practical task of meeting 
the needs remains. The particu
lar problems associated with the 
geographic, economic and eccle
siastical structure of the Austra
lian Continent will continue to 
provide scope for an expanding 
Society. Not only must we be 
willing to face the variety of 
challenges but be geared to the 
process. In administration and 
policy implementation, in avail
ability of personnel and in sup
porter involvement each of us 
has a part to play. 

As there continue to exist 

dedicated Christian people con

vinced of a vocation from God 

and with them an ever-increasing 

number of concerned, committed 

people to stand behind in sup

port, the Society can and will 

rise to ventures in faith and 

action. 

May God give us grace so to 
do. 

DIARY DATES 

m MELBOURNE RALLY — Friday, May 20th 

• SYDNEY RALLY — Friday, May 27th 

• ADELAIDE RALLY — Tuesday, June 7th 
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HOSTEL LIFE 

Mr. and Mrs. Sid Bennetts and Win llcin 

Want to know what's happen
ing at "Ural l ie" Hostel—Moree? 
Simplest thing to do is eaves
drop on a lunch-time conver
sation almost any week day. It 
would sound something like this: 

Sid: How's young Tom, Mae? 

Mae: Doctor says it's middle 
ear infection; he had a painful 
night, but the tablets seem to 
be working. 

Win: Tom's a different propo
sition to Harold, isn't he? You'd 
never know when that villain was 
really i l l—he complains at the 
slightest thing. 

Sid: Yes, but sending him to 
bed whenever he gets a "head
ache" causes him to miss his TV 
for the night. 

Win: True; by the way, did 
you notice that a few of them 
stayed to play euchre during 
the half-hour show last night? 
It's the new " th ing"—and Eric 
spent the same time trying to 
finish his plane, too. 

Mae: Wel l , it's about time 
"Red Rover" on the front lawn 
was replaced. That reminds me 
—Jim seems to be more in the 
rough stuff lately. 

Sid: For a bloke who spent 
so long on correspondence it 
was really hard for him to 
settle to a real school and other 
kids around all the time. He's 
done very well in two years. 

Mae: Speaking of time; 
aren't you taking too long with 
your organisation of the work
shop and your study? When are 
you going to instal the new hot 
water system? 

Win: . . . and fix a new shelf 
under the laundry bench? 

Sid: Steady, you two! You 
know as well as I that the work
shop and my study are impor
tant to everything else. I still 
manage to help Graham with his 
science, Eric with his plane 
building, Bill with his 5th Year 
English . . . 

Win: . . . as well as writing 
reports, doing accounts, teach
ing scripture on Thursday morn
ings and encouraging the Drov
ers, Shearers, Jackaroos and 
Stockmen (the boys are divided 
in four teams known by these 
names) to be better organised 
and more capable . . . 
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Sid: Back to your washing 
machines, vacuum cleaners and 
mixmasters, you pair of fiery 
females! You know the group 
system we use here really works 
—and don't forget, we're a 
group, too! 

Mae: Al l right, group man! 
What about getting the Shear
ers (they're gardeners today) to 
start cutting the drooping 
branches from the willows? 

Win; And while you're at it, 
you might tell the cleaners 
they're supposed to put away 
the volumes of Britannica that 
were used last night . . . 

Sid: Last night? Listen, Neville 
asked me to help him with his 
confirmation lessons last night! 

Mae: Neville! 

Sid: Yes, we thought he wasn't 
interested, didn't we? 

Win; Not much interest when 
you explain the scripture at 
breakfast each day, 

Mae: And I've never seen him 
use his S.U. Notes. 

Sid: Let's face it—it's our job 
to faithfully do the tell ing. And 
we can do this in many ways . . . 

Win; Like having to put up 
with no shelf under the laundry 
bench . . . 

Mae: And the cupboard door 
in the kitchen needs mending . . . 

Sid: And something much 
more . . . by showing them we 
care! By letting them see they 
are as important as Glenn and 
Chris (our own) even though 
they are other people's children. 

Mae: Yes, and don't forget 
this costs Glenn and Chris some
thing. It is a wonder of God 
that He can use even a four and 
seven-year-old in such a simple 
but effective way. 

Win; Wel l , there's one thing 
certain, Auntie Mae. Chris, the 
little four-year-old darling, is 
effective in finding mud puddles! 
That shirt and pants in today's 
wash—ughh! 

Mae: Right, but for the mo
ment, let's have done with home
work, hobbies, gardening, laun
dry, confirmation problems, ear
aches, character analysis and 
sundry and set to the washing 
up. It's nearly one-thirty and 
there's much to do -. . . 

• Since this article was written 
Miss Win Ikin has left "Ural l ie" 
Hostel — as mentioned in Staff 
Movements —- and we are grate
ful for the term of service given 
in this work. 
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3UW PAYS 
AT 

WUPINNA 
Sister N. Wilkins 

I have found myself with some 
little time to spare and thought 
that perhaps you would care to 
know of some of the things 
which occupy our time, apart 
from nursing, at the Central Eyre 
Peninsula District Hospital at 
Wudinna. I can assure you that 
none of us ever has to look very 
far to find something else to do. 
Usually there is more to do than 
time or energy to do it. How
ever, when approached by the 
local people to do something, 
we generally prayerfully con
sider the request and often this 
is a means of getting to know the 
folk who live round about us in 
a quite different circumstance 
from in the stress of an illness. 
During last year our activities 
have been quite varied. 

The local school has been in
vaded by one or other of the 
hospital staff at least three times 
a week. On Wednesdays a 
junior group is taken for re
ligious instruction. This is a great 
help in getting to know the 
children, and through them their 
parents, as well as being the only 

time when some of them hear 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

At lunch time on Wednesdays 
Sister Mackenzie has been taking 
a Red Cross group. This year 
the group have done their First 
Aid course and they have done 
very well in their examination. 
Hygiene and home nursing are 
also taught and this has been 
carried out in a practical way 
during the year, for three of the 
girls have come to the hospital 
during their lunchtime to help 
us in the hospital work and to 
gain practical experience. You 
may wonder what a group of 
school children could do to help 
in a busy hospital. They have 
become quite expert in a lot of 
the routine work such as making 
the beds of patients who have 
been discharged, giving out 
dishes, collecting cups, saucers 
and glasses; they all can now 
make a very nice fruit drink or 
an egg fl ip, and can therefore 
take over the afternoon teas 
when the kitchen is busy; they 
often can sit with a sick child 
and get it to drink a whole 
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egg flip, or play with a fretful 
one. Sometimes they clean in
struments and needles in the 
outpatients' theatre or wash and 
put away the clean things. 
Polishing sinks is all in their day's 
work. The greatest privilege they 
can have is to dry the theatre 
gloves—a job which is always 
waiting to be done when left to 
us! 

The other class is of older 
girls, looked after by Sister Zill-
man on Thursdays. The present 
headmaster was most concerned 
about the morals of his high 
school pupils so asked for our 
help in educating them. The 
girls have done a course of 
anatomy, physiology, and some 
biology and finished the year 
with several lessons—or perhaps 
I should say discussions—about 
themselves. The fact that these 
girls do come to us with ques
tions which are worrying them 
shows us that this class is well 
worth the effort. 

Quite a lot of our time has 
been spent training the ambu
lance crews which are now ready 
for action. On Thursday nights 
we held the open first aid classes 
which you read about in a pre
vious "R.A." and on Monday 
nights we gave the drivers 
special training. Driver nights 
have been quite an enjoyable 
time, for this is the only time 

that an accident can be enjoyed 
by victim and ambulance crew 
alike. All the staff are becoming 
good actors now, getting into 
the most awkward positions with 
mock breaks, bruises and burns; 
they have rolled cars, burned 
cars, run off the road; had 
head-on collisions and just about 
anything you could imagine. 

As well as these activities we 
try to have at least one person 
attending G u i l d meetings, 
Wudinna Progress Association, 
and other public meetings. One 
of the trained staff attends the 
Ambulance Board meetings as 
a voting member. Then there are 
requests for speakers for various 
meetings: all the Churches call 
on us at some time or other 
during the year for varying sub
jects, sometimes to take de
votional meetings, sometimes to 
take first aid or home nursing 
courses. 

We also have two Sunday 
Schools which are run by 
members of the hospital staff. 
One of these Sunday Schools 
meets at St. Timothy's, Wudinna, 
each Sunday, and once a fort
night Margaret Chadwick drives 
sixteen miles down the road to 
Warramboo to look after the 
Sunday School there, where, 
with the help of one of the local 
girls, she teaches some 17 keen 
pupils while their parents are at 
the Church service. 
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A STORY TO TELL 

It is no small task to keep our many supporters informed of 

the progress and needs of the Society! In addition to "Real 

Australian", deputation visits to parishes and broadcasts, we depend 

greatly on the personal witness of each concerned, prayerful friend 

of B.C.A. 

To help tell the B.C.A. story there is a selection of literature, 

including the B.C.A. MAP reproduced above. The map is in two 

colours and in two sizes — 28" x 20" and 14" x 10". These are 

available at a small charge (20 cents and 5 cents) for quantity 

orders, and may be obtained from B.C.A. offices or Society 

representatives. 
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• The new extensions to B.C.A. 
House, Sydney, were dedicated 
by the Dean of Sydney, the Right 
Reverend F. O. Hulme-Moir, 
prior to the first meeting of 
Council for 1966. 

• Congratulations are extended 
to Mr. and Mrs. John Lindridge 
on the arrival in Ceduna of 
Geoffrey Brian who was born 
on the 1st January. 

• We extend our sympathy to 
the family of the late Mrs. H. 
Morgan of Killara. Mrs. Morgan 
was a member of our Sydney 
Women's Auxiliary and a staunch 
supporter of the Society for 
many years. 

® Sympathy is also extended to 
the family of the late Mr. Colbert 
of Forestville. Mrs. Colbert is an 
active member of our Sydney 
Auxiliary. 

• Supporters will be interested 
to know that their gifts amounted 
to £3,070 following our 1965 
Christmas appeal. We give 
thanks to God for the increased 
response to this year's appeal. 

• The Director of our Mail Bag 
Sunday School can be greatly 
helped in her work, by Church, 
Sunday School, Youth Groups 
and others sending any quantity 
of used postage stamps. It helps 
if VA" of envelope is left around 
the stamp. 

® With a steady growth of sup
port in South Australia we are 
this year to have an Adelaide 
Rally which will be held in the 
Pennington Hall on Tuesday, 7th 
June, at 8 p.m. The Bishop of 
Adelaide will chair the meeting 
and it is hoped that as well as 
the Federal Secretary, a member 
of the field staff wil l be able to 
address the gathering. 

We trust that all South Aus
tralian supporters will make a 
note of the date and also give 
the Rally all the publicity pos
sible. 
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The Place of Prayer 

The following pages represent a daily prayer calendar which 

will be revised with each issue. We earnestly seek your prayers 

for the individual members of our staff. We suggest you remove 

these centre pages from the magazine and keep them for your 

regular devotional use. 

Further prayer items and information letters are sent at regular 

intervals, to all members of the B.C.A. Fellowship of Prayer. 

Membership in the Fellowship is invited from all who are 

concerned in the prayer support of our work. There is no joining 

or membership fee, although a badge (pin or brooch) may be 

purchased for 50c if so desired. 

Send your name and address to the N.S.W. or Victorian 

Secretary and the prayer letter will be forwarded to you. 
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1st Miss Rose Campbell, Miss Dianne Sidebottom and all 
the helpers and scholars in the Mail Bag Sunday School. 

15th The Rev. and Mrs. Harry Goodhew and the Ceduna 
Mission, S.A. 

2nd Mr. and Mrs. Sid Bennetts and the boys at Urallie 
Hostel, Moree, N.S.W. 

3rd The Rev. and Mrs. Barry Green and the Ord River 
Mission, W.A. 

4th The Rev. and Mrs. Brian Viney and the Derby Mission, 
W.A. 

5th The Rev. and Mrs. Barry Huggett and the Port Hedland 
Mission, W.A. 

16th Sisters Marion Hope, Vera Holle, Beverley Smith, 
Rosemary Bond and Lilian Morgan and Miss Dorothy 
Duver at the Ceduna Hospital, S.A. 

17th Mr. and Mrs. John Lindridge, Mr. and Mrs. Allan 
Chadwick and the flying within the Medical Service. 

18th Mr. Kevin Ellis at the Radio Control Station, Miss 
Marjorie Farr, housekeeper, the Radio School Teacher 
and children. 

6th The Rev. and Mrs. Bernard Buckland and the Murchi-
son Mission, W.A. 

7th Sister Jean Griffen at the Rawlinna Nursing Home, W.A. 

8th Sisters Lola Higgs and Maude Ross at Cook Hospital, S.A. 

9th Sister Barbara Fox at the Tarcoola Hospital, S.A. 

10th The Rev. and Mrs. John Wyndham and the North-West 
Line Mission, Tarcoola, S.A. 

11th Mr. and Mrs. Stan Hummerston and the administrative 
work within the Flying Medical Service. 

12th Dr. Merna Mueller and the patients within the medical 
practice. 

13th Miss Nicole Patton and the work at the Ceduna 
Pharmacy, S.A. 

14th Mr. John Crocker and the work of the Ceduna Dental 
Service. 

19th Sisters Julia Zillman, Nancy Wilkins, Dorothy Whyburn 
and Miss Margaret Chadwick at Wudinna Hospital, S.A., 
Mr. Bill Bedford and the patients carried by air. 

20th Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rich, Miss Audrey Morrison and the 
girls at the Port Lincoln Hostel, S.A. 

21st Sisters Heather Heaver and Margaret Mackenzie at the 
Coober Pedy Medical Centre, S.A. 

22nd The Rev. and Mrs. Ron Keynes and the Leigh Creek 
Mission, S.A. 

23rd The Rev. Alan McMahon and the Quorn Mission, S.A. 

24rh The Rev. and Mrs. Brian O'Grady and the Wilcannie 
Mission, N.S.W. 

25th Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kerr, Miss Myra Attwood and the 
boys at the Broken Hill Hostel, N.S.W. 
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26th The Rev. and Mrs. Ray Neve and the Menindee Mission, 
N.S.W. 

27th The Rev. Theo Hayman, Mr . A lban Ki rkby and the South 
Austral ian Representation. 

28th A l l students in t ra in ing for outback ministr ies, a con
t inued supply of replacement personnel, our Box 
Secretaries, the everg row ing number of supporters 
and their ready response. 

29th The Rev. John Stockdale, Mrs. W. Hughes, the Victorian 
Commit tee and Office Staff. 

30th The Rev. Bill Rich, the Rev. Ar thur Wi l l iams, the Rev. 
Les Wigg ins , Messrs. Laurie Calder, Frank Burner, Mrs. 
Joy O 'Ne i l l , Misses Ruth Close, Deirdre Briggs, Suzanne 
Thorley at Headquarters and the Council of the Society. 

31st Give thanks to God a lways—for personal blessing, for 
opportuni t ies to serve H im, fo r the g row th of the 
Society wo rk since its fo rmat ion. 

O Lord our God, Who hast given unto us a fair land and 
abundant blessings, Make us ever mindful of those who live in 
lonely places. Bless, we beseech Thee, all members of the Bush 
Church Aid Society, and those whom they seek to serve. Grant 
that, through the ministry of the Word and Sacraments, ihrough 
healing, through caring and instruction of the young, the message 
of Thy redeeming love may be proclaimed, and Thy Church 
strengthened in this our land, Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, we remember before Thee those whom Thou hast 
called to Thy service. Bless them this day, we beseech Thee, as we 
pray for Call forth others 
to stand with them in their task. Grant to them, as to us, the joy 
of service, the ability to achieve and the serenity of Thy peace, 
for Jesus' sake. 

Amen. 
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STAFF MOVEMENTS 

• At the request of the Bishop 
of Kalgoorlie the Society is to 
commence work in yet another 
area of Western Australia. The 
"parish" of Norseman with 
Salmon Grove and surrounding 
stations is to receive aid from 
the Society. The Reverend John 
Wyndham, after serving with the 
Society for three years (the last 
two being spent on the Trans-
Australia Railway Line), is to 
commence the new ministry 
based at Norseman, W.A., im
mediately after Easter. 

• Over the past few years quite 
a number of areas have been 
able to manage without further 
B.C.A. help. Yet another such 
area is the Heytesbury district 
in the Diocese of Ballarat, Vic
toria. The Society commenced 
its aid to this district towards the 
end of 1938. The Reverend 
Alan Baker who has been the 
B.C.A. Missioner here for the 
past two years will continue as 
priest-in-charge. We would 
thank Mr. Baker for his valued 
time with the Society and wish 
him and his people every bless
ing as the district further de
velops. 

• The Council at its first meet
ing this year received with re
gret the resignations of Miss 
Lesley White from the medical 
work at Ceduna, S.A., and Miss 
Win Ikin from the Moree Hostel 
staff. 

Miss White has been an in
valuable nursing aide at the 
Ceduna Hospital for the past 14 
months and her will ing help will 
be missed as she leaves to com
mence her nursing training at 
the Port Augusta Hospital. 

Miss Ikin has served with the 
Society both as an aide at 
Wudinna and as assistant matron 
at Moree. 

We extend our prayerful 
good wishes to both of these 
folk. 

# We welcome two nurses to 
the hospital staff of the Flying 
Medical Service. Sister Rose
mary Bond from the parish of 
St. Paul's, Seaforth, N.S.W., 
commenced at Ceduna in Janu
ary and Sister Lilian Morgan 
from the parish of Holy Trinity, 
Williamstown, Victoria, com
menced at the beginning of this 
month. We would commend 
both of these nurses to your 
prayers. 
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BtKPMUE 
PATKOL 

The Reverend R. Keynes 

It is with fear and trepidation 
now that I hear Chaddy's cheer
ful "Good t r ip " over the radio 
as I set off on a trip from Leigh 
Creek, for as sure as I do, the 
opposite thing happens. 

However, difficulties are made 
to be overcome and tend to 
make one more adaptable to all 
sorts of conditions. Once it was 
cooling problems with the rover 
which caused a day's hold-up 
waiting for parts to arrive with 
the cattle carters. On another 
occasion it was a breakdown in 
the 240 volt generator set which 
meant ruling out the screening 
of films for the people on the 
rest of the track. Recently the 
stage was set for another 
Birdsville patrol which entails 
ten days of calling on folk along 
the main track to Birdsville, in 
south-west Queensland, and re
turning down the lesser-known 
Strzelecki track, in all about 
1100 miles of travelling, inter
spersed with religious instruction 
lessons at small schools, showing 
films at homesteads and taking 
services. This being the third 
time around it meant that the 
novelty stage had passed and the 

real work of the ministry is being 
done. 

This is what happened on such 
a trip. After driving the sixty-
four miles from Leigh Creek to 
Marree where the Birdsville track 
begins, time was spent visiting 
round the town and preparing 
for the evening service. Then 
that evening films and supper 
followed the Church service. 
Next day religious instruction 
was taken at the local school and 
after that a dash made to the 
next point of call—this time a 
little one-teacher school on 
Muloorina Station (remember 
Donald Campbell). That night 
films were shown in the class
room, with the message of the 
main film reaching every heart. 

Next morning as I was about 
to leave I suddenly found myself 
involved in sheep station prob
lems. The boss was out after a 
dingo when his vehicle had 
broken down—and I was asked 
to assist, to be the breakdown 
man. So after assisting, the 
patrol continued, with more calls 
on folk, more help to offer, more 
films to screen at other home
steads—and all so unlike city 
life. 
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The Revd. Ron Keynes takes Sunday School children from Coober Pedy for 

a picnic. 

But in this area—the far north
east of the State—the drought 
has had its worst effect, and 
with small apparent hope of 
rain the prospect is far from fair. 
Notes of despondency are be
ginning to be heard. Rainfall 
charts bear the most pathetic 
figures if they have any at all. 
This is even in the area where 
four inches is considered a good 
rainfall. I wonder if you would 
dare to pray for rain in such a 
place. 

Yet at many levels, some

times shallow, sometimes pro
found, help can be given to 
the people who live on these 
isolated homesteads, and as time 
passes and patrols come and go 
the padre becomes a familiar 
figure. Greater possibilities open 
for the work of the Kingdom 
sometimes in places and ways 
that would stir the most straight-
laced to murmurings. Here folk 
live of necessity close to the 
ground. Here no head-in-the-
clouds faith would cut any ice, 
or should I say, sand. 
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The particular ministry of Dr. Mueller. 

"FtAy ye iHetefOfje..." 
Sister M. Mackenzie 

May I say a few words about 
the wonderful opportunities that 
every Christian trained nurse has 
of deepening her experience of 
Christ when she answers God's 
call to a more committed Chris
tian service. I am speaking par
ticularly to nurses now, being 
one myself. 

Do you want to grow in your 
Christian experience? Do you 
want to learn complete depen
dence on Christ, to know Him as 
a constant Guide and Friend, 
One Who loves and cares for 

you more than you could ever 
comprehend? Then take a step 
forward in faith, commit your 
life more fully to Him by offering 
yourself and your service to His 
work. B.C.A. is just one of the 
many opportunities to fuller com
mitment, but unless you take this 
step you will never know if it is 
God's will for you, nor wil l you 
know the riches He has in store 
for you. 

We need to leave those things 
we now depend upon—we all 
have something that keeps us 
back—and cast all on Him. 
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You will never regret the 
step taken even though at first 
all may seem dark and lonely. 
The wonderful Christian fellow
ship that is ours in Christ wil l 
surround you all the time. 

Please think about it. Oppor
tunities not taken at once are 
so often lost for ever—is God 
speaking to you? 

At the end of last year four 
nurses left the work of the 
Society and God is giving some 
very fortunate nurses this won
derful opportunity to know Him 
better. 

I thank God daily for all the 
blessing He has given and is 
giving me. Since I put my hand 
firmly in His and took my first 
frail step forward He has riot 
once let me go. 

Just a word about the work. 
Nursing is basically the same 
the world over. Every hospital 
has its own peculiarities—but 
haven't we ail! It is by leading 
ordinary normal lives—be it in 
hospital, school or office—and 
dedicating our work to God that 
really counts. The day to day 
drudgery of the hospital routine 
is no different anywhere, but as 
a Christian it is done with thank
ful and cheerful hearts uplifted 
to Him. There is that inner secret 

and deep-down joy of knowing 
Him that overcomes all our diffi
culties and all things become a 
pleasure in His service. 

• The above photograph shows 
Sister B. Fox—-at present the 
lone sister at Tarcoola Hospital 
— speaking over the transceiver 
to Dr. M. Muel ler—-the lone 
doctor in the Flying Medical 
Service. 

Again we stress the urgent 
need for a doctor and more 
trained nurses to strengthen this 
vital work. 

If you feel that God may be 
calling you to this service, write 
or call at the B.C.A. Office in 
Sydney or Melbourne and 
further information wil l be 
gladly given. 
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TZANWNB JOUKNEY 
The Rev, J. Wyndham 

The Trans-Australia Railway 
stretches over a thousand miles 
across the Continent, from Port 
Augusta in South Australia to 
Kalgoorlie in the west, joining 
one half of the nation to the 
other. 

The Trans Line. 

That's a statement that one 
could expect to find in a geog
raphy text book, isn't it? And 
you might wonder what it has 
to do with the Bush Church Aid 

Society of Australia and Tas
mania. 

Wel l , to start off with, it's 
bush—or shall we say outback— 
and this is something which 
vitally concerns B.C.A. 

The Society has been provid
ing a ministry along the line for 
many years now, both medically 
and through the ordained minis
try. In fact, the first visit of 
B.C.A. to the Line was in 1921, 
when the Society's founder, the 
late Bishop Kirkby, and the Rev. 
Neville Haviland (Missioner at 
Ceduna) journeyed in a Ford car 
to see what could be done for 
the folk in the Railway camps. 
This resulted in the Organising 
Missioner having the desire to 
put a man on the Line; a dream 
which came to reality only in 
1964, when the North West Line 
Mission came into being. 

Although the main work of 
the Mission revolves around the 
settlements on the Railway Line, 
there are also a number of sheep 
stations which the Missioner visits 
about every ten weeks. These 
range in size from a few hun
dred square miles to a few 
thousand square miles, and are 
all situated in the area around 
Kingoonya and Tarcoola in South 
Australia with the exception of 
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a couple around Rawlinna 
(W.A.). Do pray for the contacts 
among thes2 people. People in 
the city have the opportunity to 
attend services each week, and 
the church buildings are a 
familiar sight. Just think of these 
people who only have a service 
once in ten weeks and some of 
whom drive 25 miles before the 
service which may begin at 5.30 
a.m. so that the work at the 
various out-stations can begin on 
time. Other folk who live nearer 
Tarcoola often drive many miles 
for S3rvices on Sunday and then 
home again after supper. 

Tarcoola is the headquarters 
of the Mission, and this is where 
the Missioner's family lives and 
where the Missioner comes home 
to. It is a huge place by Lino 
standards with 21 houses, a 
store, a police station, a school, 
a post office, a railway station, 
a hall, an old-time pub and a 
very old Church building. The 
last three buildings used to be 
in the old mining town about a 
mile north of the present village. 

supply of meat while the train 
is in. In the smaller camps along 
the Line the people must also 
buy their groceries from the 
train. Occasionally the Infant 
Welfare Sisters come along the 
Line attached to the "Tea and 
Sugar" — attached; well their 
transport is. They use what is 
known as the Welfare Car. This 
is an old carriage fitted out as 
a flat together with the waiting 
room or meeting room. The 
sisters and the Welfare Car form 
a travelling clinic. The Welfare 
Car is also used by the school 
dentist, the Good Neighbour 
Council and, believe it or not, by 
the Clergy. 

Another important day in the 
lives of the Tarcoola people is 
the second Wednesday of the 
month. This is the day when the 
B.C.A. Doctor comes in in the 
plane for consultations. He also 
comes up in the event of an 
emergency of course. Folk come 
in from the stations for miles 
around as well as from Kin
goonya, 51 miles away. 

Friday afternoon is perhaps the 
most important time in the week. 
This is when Train No. 527 
arrives. It is more commonly 
known as the "Tea and Sugar" 
because it includes the butcher's 
van. Yes! Our butcher's shop 
is on wheels and so the Mission
er's wife must buy the week's 

I've mentioned Kingoonya. 
Once a month there is a service 
here with R.I. at the school about 
twice a month. Kingoonya has 
only twelve houses and a store 
and hotel. It is on the junction 
of the Highway to Alice Springs 
and Darwin. Doctor calls here 
once a month also. 
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There are two other "big" 
centres—Forrest and Rawlinna 
in Western Australia. In be
tween these large camps there 
are the smaller camps of six 
houses or only six flatettes for 
a single men's camp; a couple of 
camps are two gang camps and 
so have twelve houses. On the 
map they may look like towns 
but in reality they are settle
ments. All are railway workers 
here except for the school
teachers at Reid, Zanthus and 
Coonana, where there are school 
camps. These places receive a 
visit once a quarter per land 
rover plus the Welfare Car trips. 
Overnight stops, which mean a 
Service or Evangelistic meeting, 
are about twice a year. Do pray 
for these folk and the contacts 
made with them. It is not easy 
to show them that God is con
cerned for them when the tem
perature exceeds 110 degrees 
regularly in summer—110 de
grees in the shade that is; out 
in the open where the men are 
working it often reaches 150 
degrees. 

A trip by land rover means 
that I am away from home for 

about three weeks and must 
drive through all kinds of 
country—saltbush and myall 
around Tarcoola, mallee and 
sandhills from Mt. Christie to 
Ooldea (often the sandhills are 
50-100 feet high and require 
half a dozen attempts to climb— 
the last eighteen miles to Ooldea 
usually takes 3-4V2 hours to 
cross); at Ooldea the Nullarbor 
Plain begins and must be com
pletely crossed; here also the 
297 miles long straight stretch 
of track begins. 

So, then, that's the life of the 
Missioner in the North West Line 
Mission. The only thing left is 
to mention the spiritual work at 
Tarcoola. I take services about 
once a fortnight with a Family 
Service once each month; during 
my absence the sisters take a 
service and soon we hope to 
have a Lay Reader. Sunday 
School is held each Sunday and 
a Bible Study once a week. 

Please pray for this work! 
Pray for the journeying mercies 
(37,000 miles a year is the aver
age), pray for the few Christians 
along the Line, pray that more 
souls may be won to Christ. 

The Bush Church Aid Society 

for Australia and Tasmania 

FIELD STAFF: 

DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE, S.A. 

Ceduna-Penong, S.A.—Rev. R. H. Goodhew , Th.l 

Tarcoola, S.A.—Rev. J. Wyndham, Th.L. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA, S.A. 

Leigh Creek, S.A.—Rev. R. Keynes, Quorn, S.A.—Rev. A. McMahon, Th L 
Th.L. 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA, N.S.W. 

Wilcannia, N.S.W.—Rev. B. O 'Grady, Menindee, N.S.W.—Rev. R. Neve Th L 
Th.L, 

DIOCESE OF NORTH-WEST AUSTRALIA 

Derby Mission.—Rev. B. V iney , Th.L., Derby, W.A. 

Murchison Mission.—Rev. B. R. Buckland, Th.L., Mount Magnet , W.A. 

Ord River Mission.—Rev. B. W. Green, W y n d h a m , W.A. 

Port Hedland Mission.—Rev. B. Hugget t , Th.L., Port Hedland, W.A. 

MAIL BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Director: Miss R. Campbel l . 

HOSTELS FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 

BROKEN HILL, N.S.W. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. KERR. 
Miss M. ATTWOOD. 

MOREE, N.S.W. 
Mr. and Mrs. S. BENNETTS. 

PORT LINCOLN, S.A. 
Mr. and Mrs. H. RICH. 
Miss A . MORRISON. 
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