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In another part of this maga
zine you will read of the life 
and witness of the Revd. W. I. 
Fleming, whose sudden death 
has come within a short space of 
time of writing this letter to you. 
In expressing our appreciation 
of Mr. Fleming, my mind is 
turned to an aspect of Society 
life which has never ceased to 
fascinate me. 

During these past ten years, 
my relationship with the people 
God has called to serve in the 
Society has made me aware of 
the extraordinary range of per
sonalities that have found them
selves within the framework of 
the Society. As I meet others, 
who in former years have been 
likewise associated, I am aware 
that such has ever been the 
case throughout the years of 
Society endeavour. 

As we look to the diversity of 
human nature that surrounds us 
on every hand, in the intimacy 

From The 
Federal 
Secretary 
Canon C. W. Rich, 

of our families, or in the broader 
environment, I suppose it is only 
natural that this diversity should 
exist within the Society. No 
doubt any broad survey of any 
aspect of the Church of God at 
work, or of Christendom, would 
reveal a similar situation. What 
then is the unifying force? This 
must surely be the Spirit of God 
convicting and convincing men 
and women regardless of back
ground and experience. As in
dividual men and women have 
come face to face with the living 
reality of Jesus Christ, the com
mon desire to serve Him in the 
service of others brings into 
harmony the discords of human 
relationships. 

The Bush Church Aid Society 
has only ever sought to stand 
within its ranks, men and women 
who by word and deed have 
sought to show forth the good 
news of God's redeeming love 
in Christ. 
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From these pages during my 
ministry, I have said many times 
that whilst we must be given 
constantly to look at the pos
sibility of change in our method 
and manner of presentation of 
this living Gospel, the message 
itself, with its eternal truths, 
never changes. 

As the source from which we 
have drawn and will continue to 
draw personnel is so varied we 

must, to be realistic, see that the 
only criterion for service as we 
press on to the opportunities that 
lie ahead, is our prime loyalty to 
the Gospel. 

As we face the adventurous 
days ahead with the demands 
that will be made on every facet 
of our resources, may it be the 
prayer of us all that we may 
so strive together to achieve. 

The Rev. W. /. Fleming 
C. W. Rich 

With the sudden death of the Rev. W. I. Fleming on Saturday, 
May 11th, the Society has lost a true friend. 

Bill Fleming was a man small in stature, but large in vision. 
He responded to the challenge of the Australian Church and 
through the Colonial and Continental Church Society came to 
Australia early in September, 1925. As a lay evangelist he was 
appointed to the Croajingalong Mission and proceeded to this task 
soon after his arrival. He later studied for holy orders at Ridley 
College, Melbourne, and graduated in 1928. He was appointed 
to the B.C.A. work at Werrimul in the Victorian mallee and sub
sequently left the Society service in 1931 to take up parochial 
work in the Diocese of Melbourne. 

In the intervening years he maintained close links with the 
Society through its Victorian Committee and in 1953 became a 
Councillor of the Society. 

His energetic willingness to be involved, his ready wit and 
spontaneous reactions together with the ever present twinkle in 
his eyes made him a force to be reckoned withl 

Of his contribution in parish life, others bear witness to his 
zeal and love. 

With so many we join in thanksgiving to God for the life and 
witness of this, His Servant, and at the same time extend to Mrs. 
Fleming and her family our prayerful sympathy. 
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Port Hedland Progress 
The Revd. M. Pennington. 

Perhaps even for those of us 
who live in the midst of all the 
development in North West 
Australia it is difficult to grasp 
its immense and fantastic ex
tent. A sleepy North West town 
rubs its eyes as it desperately 
tries to waken to the new day 
to find itself a very significant 
port and the centre of the huge 
iron ore development. Tidal in
lets have been dredged to form 
the harbour while tidal flats are 
being filled with the millions of 
cubic yards of spoil to form dry 
land. Just over two years ago 
the largest ship that entered 
Port Hedland was 5,000 tons. 

Already 40,000 to 60,000 ton-
ners riding high in the water 
come in on the tide and within 
24 hours, now sitting well down, 
go out on the tide crammed 
full with iron ore. But this is 
only the small beginning. 

Ultimately, tide will not matter 
and the present ships will be 
dwarfed by 100,000 formers. 
Within the space of 5 years the 
gross tonnage exported from 
this place will exceed that of 
any other port in Australia, in
cluding Sydney Harbour. Ad
mittedly iron ore is heavy! But 
even so the extent of this is 
fantastic! 

Port Hedland Harbour. 
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Already a significant hill that 
once stood as a land mark can 
no longer be seen from the 
distance, and in a comparatively 
short space of time where it 
now stands there will be a gap
ing hole in the ground. Mt. 
Goldsworthy will have been 
transported across the ocean. 
Each day it looks different as it 
is cut away, crushed, loaded 
into rail trucks and carried 70 
miles on the railway specially 
built for the purpose to Port 
Hedland. Rail transport has 
come into its own again. 

At the moment a line of over 
250 miles in length is being 
constructed for another project. 
Newman is to be a several times 
greater project than Golds-
worthy. The harbour is being 
further dredged and more har
bour facilities built. There seems 
no end. A network of railways 
is covering the whole Pilbara 
district. The planners look to the 
day when the harbour will 
stretch for miles. 

People are involved in all 
this. The whole area is being 
dotted with new townships and 
camps which appear in im
possible places. Already 600 
people live, where none lived 
before, at Goldsworthy to mine 
the ore, and a further 200 on 
Finucane Island in Port Hedland 
to operate the Port facilities. The 
Goldsworthy Mining concern 
has not stopped growing. The 
marks of a prosperous civilisa

tion are stamped on a barren 
place — air-conditioned houses, 
cinema, swimming pool, green 
lawns, grassed oval, even a 
bowling green. All this is being 
repeated on a much larger scale 
at Newman, where the first 
permanent staff are now taking 
up residence. Wittenoom waits 
ready to be revived to far more 
than its former glory by Mt. 
Bruce Mining. 

But iron ore, while it attracts 
all the attention, is not the only 
development. Leslie Salt is con
structing one of the largest 
solar Salt projects in the world, 
and 2 million tons will eventually 
leave Port Hedland each year. 
Managanese has for some years 
now been brought by truck into 
Port Hedland. A few years ago 
it just kept Port Hedland alive. 

Even Marble Bar has been 
affected by a renewed interest 
in mining. Tin and tantalite have 
encouraged smaller mining con
cerns to establish themselves all 
over the district. Nickel and 
copper have aroused interest as 
well. This ail means population. 

The planners see the day 
when the Pilbara area which 
includes both Port Hedland and 
Dampier will boast a population 
of 250,000. It seems un
believable, but it can be seen 
happening. Port Hedland grows. 
The population has doubled it
self once and then again in the 
last five years. There are 6,000 

people at the moment. By the 
end of the year it will be 8,000. 
Town planning for what once 
was a sleepy bush town! 

Who, a few years ago, could 
have believed that all this could 
happen in so short a time? Who 
can imagine the ultimate ex
tent of it all? We may well 
wonder how the pioneer of this 
area, if we were able to bring 
him to see it all, could take it 
in. But what of the man who 
recorded in the book of Genesis 
these words: "And God said, 
'Let us make man in our own 
image, after our likeness; and 
let him have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, the birds of the 
air, the cattle over all the 
earth . . J " Dominion over all 
the earth! This man had the 
vision to see then that it was 
man's part in the created order 
to bring under his control, his 
dominion, the rest of the natural 
order. Though he would have 
been staggered at the extent of 
this dominion, as indeed we 
would be if in our turn we 
could look ahead yet another 
4,000 years, he would not have 
been surprised. Here in the 
North West in a vast tough and 
rugged country, we experience 
something of the present power 
of our dominion. 

But we must ask, "Is this 
dominion an end in itself?" It 
would seem that we all do think 
this. We blithely talk about 
progress and development as 

worth striving for as the end m 
itself. But why? We may look 
beyond it. 

We think of what we can get 
out of this progress, the fruit of 
our dominion over the earth. The 
"quick quid" is the predominant 
motivation of the place, and this 
attitude contributes nothing. 

The Church by its very exis
tence in the midst of all this must 
pose the question, "Is this 
progress (man's dominion) an 
end in itself?" "Is the gain an 
end?" Our task is to witness to 
God's purpose in giving man 
"Dominion". Further, the Church 
must put a heart and a soul in 
the midst of this community by 
a selfless ministry of service. It 
must live out the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ which has the only 
answer to a pointless and soul
less existence, which in this kind 
of situation many will come to 
find. The "image" of God must 
be recreated here in order that 
sense can be made of man's 
"dominion". Our point of 
reference is God, for we are his 
image. "Dominion" is not the 
end. God is both the beginning 
and end and He must be found 
in all this. 

You who read this know full 
well that this is your task as well 
as ours, as your support in 
prayer and giving to help main
tain the ministry have always 
indicated. 

We count it a privilege to 
share this missionary situation 
with you. 
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Meeting Christ in the Outback 
Rev. R. Neve 

The following is the written 
testimony of Warren and Linda 
Irvine to the transforming power 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

A young couple in their early 
twenties, they have lived in 
Menindee for nearly three years, 
where Warren is the Assistant 
Station Master. 

to Adelaide Children's Hospital 
for an operation from which she 
did not survive. All our hopes 
seemed to die after this, but life 
still has to go on. I found that 
I started to drink more than was 
good for me and my work and 
family suffered. 

During this period my wife 
sent our first daughter to Sun
day School as she is nearly four 
now. She came home and told 
us about God and Jesus and 
His love for us. We decided to 
attend Church one Sunday night. 
I must tell you that my wife had 
accepted Christ as her Saviour 
at a Billy Graham Crusade in 
1959, but had gone no further. 
During our Church attendance 
we saw films of Billy Graham at 
various Crusades in England 
and America. I came to accept 
Christ myself. Since then life 
has had a new meaning for 
both of us. 

We have found through the 
power of God that prayer will 
help those who ask. God's love 
for us has been proved. My wife 
and I know and feel this by the 
gift of twin girls on the 26th 
March, 1968. 

I feel that Jesus has called 
on me to become a missionary 
for Him, and I am at present 
doing a correspondence course 
to help me in my study of the 
Word of God." 
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• We welcome to the Council 
of the Society Mr. Ray Ctercteko 
who has been elected in the 
place of Mr. Kevin Lyne now 
living in Melbourne. 

Mr. Ctercteko comes to us 
from the Parish of St. Stephen's, 
Willoughby. His wide experience 
both in Sydney and for a time 
in Adelaide endows him with 
considerable knowledge and we 
look forward to his positive par
ticipation in Society affairs. 

® The Revd. John Stockdale 
has resigned the position of Vic
torian Secretary, which he has 
held since 1961. Prior to this he 
was in charge of the Wilcannia 
Mission for 7 years. 

After long service leave John 
expects to undertake parish 
work in the Diocese of Mel
bourne. 

His many friends wish him 
well as he enters this new phase 
of his ministry. 

• A number of our medical 
staff either have or will shortly 
have completed their stay with 
the Society. We say farewell to 
Sisters Ellen Mackay, Dorothy 
Whyburn, and Yvonne Newn-
ham from Wudinna, and Sister 
Vera Holle and Mr. Kevin Ellis 
from Ceduna. 

• Sister Holle certainly de
serves special mention as she 
has served with B.C.A. for 23 
years. We can thank God for 
the faithfulness of His servants 
in the past and pray that He 
will continue to raise up people 
with such a clear sense of 
vocation. 

• The Revd. Les Wiggins, 
formerly Assistant Federal Sec
retary, and editor of the 'Real 
Australian' is now well estab
lished in the parish of Sefton-
Chester Hill in Sydney. 

• Most readers will by now 
know of the reorientation of 
Head Office responsibilities in 
which Mr. Stan Hummerston 
takes responsibility for all the 
internal administration of the 
Society. The Hummerstons have 
obtained a home at Jannali and 
expect to reside there by mid-
June. 
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It is our prayer that this may 
challenge you in your own per
sonal commitment to Christ, and 
to pray more earnestly for the 
ministry of the Gospel in the 
outback. 

Warren writes: 
"It is now quite a few months 

since my wife and I accepted 
Christ as our Saviour and friend. 
I would like to let other people 
who have not shared this joy 
learn from both of us how much 
Christ has come to mean to us. 

In April of last year my wife 
went to Hospital to have a baby, 
which when born had some 
deformities and had to be flown 



• Ian William Lawton arrived 

on the 28th February, just too 

late to be mentioned in the 

March 'R.A.' Both Bill and Marg 

survived the ordeal and Master 

Ian is reported to be manfully 

bearing up under the solicitous 

attention of his three sisters! 

LADIES! 

Don't miss the B.C.A. 

Women's Auxiliary 

ANNUAL FAIR 
FRIDAY, 26th JULY 

11.00 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. 

Official Opening, 11.30 a.m. — Mrs. Elsa Chauvel. 

Tea and Coffee Bar — Hot Lunch available. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN, JUNE, T968 

The Place of Prayer 

The following pages represent a daily prayer calendar which 

is revised with each issue. We earnestly seek your prayers for 

the individual members of our staff. We suggest you remove these 

centre pages from the magazine and keep them for your regular 

devotional use. 

# In response to many requests, a map showing the current areas 
of Society activity will appear as space permits. It is hoped that 
this will help supporters pray more intelligently for the work. 
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THE PLACE OF PRAYER - A DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR 

1st Miss Rose Campbel l , Miss Barbara Hyett and all the 
helpers and scholars in the Mai l Bag Sunday School. 

2nd Mr. and Mrs. Bob Brown, and the boys at Urall ie Hostel, 
Moree, N.S.W. 

3rd The Revd. and Mrs. Barry Green and the Ord River 
Mission, W.A. 

4th The Revd. and Mrs. Brian Viney and the Derby Mission, 
W.A. 

5th The Revd. and Mrs. Michael Pennington and the Port 
Hedland Mission, W.A. 

6th The Revd. and Mrs. Richard Pether at Wi t tenoom, W.A. 

7th The Revd. and Mrs. Len Greenhall and the Dampier 
Mission, W.A. 

8th The Revd. and Mrs. Ted Doncaster, and the Ashburton 
Mission. 

9th The Revd. and Mrs. Bernard Buckland and the Mur-
chison Mission, W.A. 

10th The Revd. and Mrs. Bill Lawton and the Mu l lewa 
Mission, W.A. 

11th The Revd. and Mrs. Blair Grace and the Norseman 
Mission, W.A. 

12th The need for a missioner in the new Kambalda Mission, 
in the Diocese of Kalgoorl ie, W.A, 

13th Sisters Lola Higgs and Maude Ross at Cook Hospital, 
S.A. 

14th Sisters Barbara Fox and Rosemary Bond at the Tarcoola 
Hospital, S.A. 

15th The Revd. and Mrs. Brian Carter and the North-West 
Line Mission, Tarcoola, S.A, 

16th The Revd. and Mrs. Ron Keynes and the Ceduna 
Mission, S.A. 

17th Sisters Julia Z i l lman, Heather Heaver, Pat Darby, and 
Jean Gri f fen at the Ceduna Hospital, S.A. 

18th N\r. and Mrs. A l lan Chadwick, at Ceduna, S.A. 

19th Sisters Nancy Wi lk ins and Pamela Lloyd at Wudinna 
Hospital, S.A. 

20th Mr. and Mrs. Graham Mant le and the girls at Port 
Lincoln Hostel, S.A. 

21st Sisters Lilian Morgan and Judy Stack at the Coober 
Pedy Medical Centre, S.A. 

22nd The Revd. and Mrs. Ernie Carnaby and the Leigh Creek 
Mission, S.A, 

23rd The Revd. and Mrs. Brian O'Grady and the Wilcannia 
Mission, N.S.W. 

24th l\Ar. and Mrs. Harry Rich, Miss Myra A t t w o o d and the 
boys at the Broken Hill Hostel, N.S.W. 

25th The Revd. and Mrs. Ray Neve and the Menindee 
Mission, N.S.W. 

26th The Revd. and Mrs. Bill Jobl ing and the Mission Dis
trict of Outer Mt . Isa, North Queensland. 

27th A cont inuing supply of replacement staff, our Box 
Secretaries, supporters and fr iends of the Society. 

28th The Revd. Canon Bill Rich, the Revd. Barry Huggett , the 
Executive and Council of the Society. 

29th The Victorian Secretary Mrs. Win i f red Hughes and 
the Victorian Commit tee, and our Representative in 
South Austral ia, Mr. A lban Kirkby. 

30th Mr. Stan Hummerston, Mr . Laurie Calder, Mr. Frank 
Burner, Mrs. Joy O'Nei l l , Misses Robin Gosper, Mar i l yn 
Palmer and Beverley Tonkies. 

31st Thanksgiving for blessings received, for opportuni t ies 
of service and for the g rowth of the Society since its 
fo rmat ion. 
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THE B.C.A. PRAYER 

O Lord our God, make us ever mindful of those who live in 
the remote parts of our land. Bless, we beseech Thee, all those 
whom Thou hast drawn into the fellowship of the Bush Church Aid 
Society. Grant that, through the ministry of the Word and Sacra
ments, through healing, and through caring and instruction of the 
young, the message of Thy redeeming love may thus be pro
claimed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A DAILY PRAYER 

O God, we remember before Thee those whom Thou hast 

called to Thy service. Bless them this day, we beseech Thee, as we 

pray for Call forth others 

to stand with them in their task. Grant to them, as to us, the joy 

of service, the ability to achieve and the serenity of Thy peace, for 

Jesus' sake. 
Amen. 

Further prayer items and information letters are sent at 
regular intervals to all members of the B.C.A. Fellowship of Prayer. 

Membership in the Fellowship is invited from all who are 
concerned in the prayer support of our work. There is no joining 
or membership fee, although a badge pin (or brooch) may be 
purchased for 40c if so desired. 

Send your name and address to the N.S.W. or Victorian 
Secretary and the prayer letter will be forwarded to you. 

Please note that if you have made a bequest to the 
Flying Medical Service this must be changed. As the 
Flying Medical Service no longer exists, such legacies as 
are specially designated for this purpose will, on the 
death of the person making the bequest, simply lapse. 

Legacies should be made to: 

The Bush Church Aid Society for Australia 
and Tasmania. 

The Society will continue in some avenues of medical 
work, and some money from legacies will be used in 
connection with this sphere of Society activity. 
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"THE DRY ROT" 
The Rev. Blair Grace 

"Norseman would give me the 
dry rot!" The Roman Catholic 
Priest was commenting and 
comparing his parish with the 
B.C.A. parish of Holy Trinity, 
Norseman. To most people 
travelling through or coming to 
the town on business, it does 
give the impression of a dead 
town which just refuses to die. 
Yet that is not the true picture 
for Norseman sits on one of the 
richest gold bearing reefs in the 
Southern Hemisphere and has 
exciting prospects to the North, 
South and East. In the North, 
there has been a lot of prospec
ting for Nickel and other 
minerals; the South has the 
farming areas of Salmon Gums 
and Grass Patch, in which a 
lot of new ground is being 
opened up; and the East-West 
Highway passes through the 
town. 

The town is however, small 
with about 600 houses and quite 
a number of these are occupied 
by Aborigines. The Church of 
England is the only arm of the 
Christian Church which has an 
outreach to the Motels and 
Stations on the Eyre Highway. 
This means that every few 
months, the Rector loads up the 
Wagon and takes off on a round 

trip that will take him over 
1,000 miles to visit 12 families 
in 5 days. For most of this the 
road is very good with 300 
miles of bitumen, but then it 
deteriorates to potholes and 
dust! Then there are the station 
tracks which can be quite good 
or simply shocking. I asked a 
station hand if it was advisable 
to do the patrol in winter and 
he said, "If it rains mate, you'll 
get 10 yards off the bitumen 
and your car will just disappear 
into the mud!" 

Still, these folk not only 
should be contacted, but they 
have a right to hear the gospel. 
Before the previous Missioner 
(the Rev. John Wyndham) went 
out there, there had been no 
Minister of any denomination 
out there for 40 years, so the 
450 miles in many ways is a 
very small difficulty to over
come in a new Holden. 

But there are other areas of 
work in this diverse "Parish". To 
the South, the farmers in the 
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prayer is urgently needed to 
enable the Gospel to make an 
impact upon the miners in the 
town. 

There is big money here. The 
top miners could get something 
like $35.00440.00 per shift, and 
so there are many new and 
expensive cars and gadgets. Al l 
this exists alongside poverty. 
One woman came to see us be
cause her children had nothing 
but bread to eat for their 
Christmas dinner! 

There is a great need for 
personal evangelism in all these 
areas of activity in this parish. 
The only way that people can 
exist here is to rely upon the 
famous Goldfields Water Supply 
from Mundoring Weir, 400 miles 
away, yet most of the folk in 
the town do not even know of 
the 'Water of Life7. 
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New Men in the North 
The iron ore development 

around Port Hedland in W.A. 
continues to make heavy de
mands on the Society. The Revd. 
Dick Pether, his wife Ann and 
son Ashley, have taken up tem
porary residence at Wittenoom. 

Mr. Pether's main responsi
bility at this stage is the pastoral 
care of the construction workers 
on the Mt. Newman project. 

Later as the town develops, 
the Pethers will probably live 
at Mt. Newman. This appoint
ment brings the number of Ang
lican clergy to three, in an area 
which was previously served by 
only one man. 

The Revd. Ted Doncaster, formerly Rector of Carnarvon and 
Archdeacon of the North-West, joined the Society staff on 1st June. 

Mr. and Mrs. Doncaster, who have three children, will con
tinue to live in Carnarvon, but his ministry will be entirely to an 
area of station country out of Carnarvon newly designated the 
Gascoyne-Ashburton Mission. 
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Norseman Church and Rectory. 

Mallee areas now have a service 
once a month when the Missioner 
goes down. These alternate so 
it means that there is a trip 
South every two weeks, an over
night stay, Scripture in the 
Schools on Monday and farm 
visiting in the afternoon. Lyn 
has been taking a class also so 
the whole family is away from 
home over this time. 

The Parish of Norseman could 
never support these two out-
reaches, for as yet it cannot 
support itself. So it is that the 
support of the committed Chris
tian who prays and gives enables 
the Word of the Gospel to be 
preached and taught in this 
amazing little town, "The Gate
way to the West". It has been 
quite wonderful, the feeling of 
companionship and prayer which 
is experienced by the Missioner 
in a situation like this, but 



Ecumenical Easter 
The Revd. B. R. Buckland. 

For some years now it has 
been the practice within the 
Parish of the Murchison that 
Methodist and Anglican Services 
are not held in the same town 
on the same day. This has always 
caused complications at Christ
mas and Easter. Another prob
lem at major festivals has been 
the impossibility of giving each 
centre (there are six) a Service 
on the actual festival, since the 
distance between centres and 
the travelling time involved is 
too great. Most of these dif
ficulties were overcome this 
year when the local ministers 
hired an aircraft to get them 
rapidly from town to town. 

The system employed was that 
when the service was held in a 
Methodist building then the 
Rector, the Revd. Bernard Buck-
land, preached. When the ser
vice was held in an Anglican 
building the Rector celebrated 
Holy Communion and the 
Methodist minister, the Revd. 
Douglas Rogers, was the 
preacher. 

We started on Good Friday 
at 8.00 a.m. in Mt. Magnet 
Methodist Church and then with 
Mr. Buckland at the controls flew 
to Meekatharra where at 11.00 
a.m. the service was again in the 
Methodist Church. In both cases 
the building was crowded with 

40-50 people. After a lunch at 
the Methodist Manse we flew on 
110 miles to Wiluna for Holy 
Communion in St. Michael's at 
3.00 p.m. Before the service 
started it was decided to remove 
the organ from the Methodist 
Church and put it in St. Michael's 
as the Anglican organ hasn't 
worked for years. This hasn't 
mattered as there has been no 
organist for the last five years, 
but now as Mrs. Clifton, wife of 
the new school teacher, is an 
organist we shall have music. 
Due to the state of the ceiling 
in the Methodist Church it has 
been decided that future services 
for both congregations shall be 
held in St. Michael's. Already in 
Sandstone and Cue, towns where 
there is no Methodist Church, 
all services are held in the 
Anglican buildings. 

From Wiluna, where 8 of the 
congregation of 16 made their 
communion, we went by car to 
Albion Downs, a large sheep 
station about sixty miles South 
of Wiluna. The car was neces
sary since their airstrip was un
serviceable due to heavy rain. 
Our chauffeur, Mr. Clifton, took 
us back to Wiluna and we were 
in bed shortly before 1.00 a.m. 

Saturday, after refuelling, 
we flew to Gidgee station for a 
pastoral visit and then on to 
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"The hardest part of the trip is often the preparation". 
Photo — G. Griffiths, Mount Magnet. 

Sandstone. At 7.00 p.m. the 
Holy Communion was agam 
celebrated for the eighteen 
present, the Church being quite 
crowded as it only seats 24. The 
unusual hour on a Saturday is 
dictated by the facts that this 
is mail and meeting day and the 
fortnightly pictures at 8.00 p.m. 
In the towns away from our 
homes the local ministers are 
freely accommodated by the 
publicans of "The Royal Mail" 
Meekatharra, "The Club" 
Wiluna, "The National" Sand
stone, and "The Cue" at Cue. 
Without this assistance the dif
ficulties of the ministry in this 
area, both from a practical and 
financial angle would be greatly 
increased. 

The necessity of rising at 5.15 
a.m. on Easter Day proved a 
good opening for Mr. Rodgers' 
sermon when he began "Very 
early in the morning, while it 

was yet dark . . ." However, we 
arrived in Meekatharra, 132 
miles away, in good time for the 
8.00 a.m. service in St. Oswald's 
and in plenty of time for 11.00 
a.m. at Cue. In all these towns 
people readily met us at the 
aerodrome and after service 
delivered us back to our Cessna 
172 VH-DJC. The final short hop 
back to Mt. Magnet enabled us 
to have lunch at 2.00 p.m. The 
evening celebration in All Souls' 
was well attended and many 
folk stayed afterward for singing 
practice for our evangelistic 
Crusade. 

In all we flew for 6V2 hours 
as against an estimated I6I/2 
hours if we had gone by car 
for a cost of $80.00 total and 
were able to minister to people 
who normally would have had 
to be content with services be
fore or after Easter rather than 
on the Festal Day. 
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Carpentaria College 
"This article has been written by the Revd. J. H. Mills, Principal 

of the College. Following an initial grant of $2,000, B.C.A. now 
provides $3,000 per annum to make possible the employment of 
an assistant Matron". — Ed. 

It was the Bush Church Aid 
Society who first conceived the 
idea of a Residential College in 
Darwin, and although the 
Society did not eventually be
come responsible for Carpen
taria College, it was the 
initiative of the Society which 
led to its eventual opening in 
February, 1963. The Diocese of 
Carpentaria became responsible 
for the College, but the Society 
has not lost its interest in the 
welfare of the children in this 
area. 

The need for such a College 
is readily realised when a look 
is taken at the educational 
facilities available in the 520,000 
square miles of the Northern 
Territory. There are two High 
Schools, one in Darwin, one in 
Alice Springs — almost 1,000 
miles apart. There are three 
higher Primary Schools catering 
largely for Primary pupils, but 
offering a limited education for 
the first three years of High 
School. These are at Tennant 
Creek, Katherine and Batchelor. 
Altogether these three schools 
do not attract one hundred 
Secondary pupils. 

Scattered somewhat thinly 
throughout the Territory are the 

Primary Schools and there are 
many who live too far from 
these schools to make atten
dance possible. It would be 
wrong to underestimate the 
value of the correspondence 
schools, but it would be fair to 
say that they diminish in value 
as the pupil advances in years. 
At High School level, Laboratory 
conditions are necessary for the 
teaching of Sciences; Modern 
Languages require oral practice, 
and the New Mathematics leave 
parents (and some teachers) 
somewhat mystified. 

Darwin is situated near to the 
Western Australian border and 
the nearest High School to 
Darwin is at Derby in W.A. 
Residential accommodation at 
Derby is not great, and the 
people of Wyndham and 
Kununurra are looking to Darwin 
for Secondary education for 
their children. 

In its five years Carpentaria 
College has grown. It caters for 
boys and girls, although the 
space for girls is limited at 
present. In the last eighteen 
months, the College has grown 
from thirty-nine to sixty-five 
students. There could have been 
eighty-two students in residence 
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this term if the accommodation 
had been available and the 
refusal of applications for ad
mission was an unpleasant task. 

The College itself is a single 
building. Two dormitories are 
set aside for girls and with some 
bunk beds can accommodate 
twenty-two as a maximum. Four 
dormitories are for boys and 
with our present furniture, forty-
five is about the maximum 
number. One of the many dif
ficulties of a small institution is 
a limitation on entries posed by 
accommodation. There may be 
a vacancy in the Senior Girls' 
dormitory, and an application 
arrives for a Grade 3 girl. Al
though a bed is empty it may 

be impossible to juggle beds 
and dormitories around in order 
to accommodate the applicant. 
This year we had vacancies for 
six girls, twenty-three applica
tions for girls were received, 
then in true Territory fashion one 
gil who was accepted failed to 
turn up. 

High School students attend 
the Darwin High School which 
has near 1,200 pupils and is a 
very fine building fully air-
conditioned. The Primary pupils 
attend Rapid Creek Primary 
School, which is on the opposite 
side of the road to the College. 

One of our problems is that 
we have to have breakfast at 
half past six in order that the 

Top left: The Kitchen. Top right: Some of the boys. 
Lower left: The Dining Room. Lower right: The Chapel. 
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High School students may catch 
the bus at 7 a.m. This leaves the 
Primary pupils nearly an hour 
and a half in which to get to 
school. We try therefore to 
teach them something in this 
time, and we put them into Prep, 
for an hour during which time 
they do half an hour's English 
and half an hour's Arithmetic 
which we mark ourselves. This 
kind of help with their school 
work has proved to be very 
valuable, as the reports for last 
year were able to prove. 

Whilst the majority of the 
children here are white, we do 
have seven full-blood Aborigi
nals, two girls and five boys, and 
also there are a few who are 
part-Aboriginal. Some find it a 
little difficult to settle down when 
they first arrive, but many of 
them get quite used to the life 
here and their time is well spent. 
They make a number of friend
ships with white children and live 
peacefully and happily together. 

With the opening up of 
mineral deposits in various parts 
of the Territory there is going to 
be a large increase in popula
tion, and as most of these de
posits are well out in the 
country there will be an in
creasing need for a College such 
as this. Our main problem now 
therefore is to expand. 

Since the present College 
building was put up building 
costs have risen in the Northern 
Territory by something like 5 0 % 

and are more than 5 0 % higher 
than in southern Capitals. We 
therefore face very heavy ex
penditure indeed, but we are 
planning to build as soon as 
possible, a new Dining Hall and 
Kitchen Block which will be 
adequate for our needs for a 
long time to come, and also a 
second Boarding House which 
will be a little larger than our 
present one, and capable of 
holding at least seventy-two 
students. Attached to the Board
ing House will be a House
master's residence, housing for 
Tutors, a Sick Bay and Sister's 
Quarters. We should then have 
sufficient accommodation for 
somewhere between 140 and 
150 students, but even that, in 
a few years' time, may be too 
little. Our present building cost 
something like $200,000 and we 
now face expenditure which is 
going to be very near to half a 
million dollars. 

We need a great deal of 
support in the way of prayer, 
and I hope very much that those 
of you who read this magazine 
will try and remember the work 
we are trying to do in your 
prayers. We shall also need 
some financial help, particularly 
in the next few years, while we 
grow to what we hope will be 
a far more economic unit than 
our present one, but where 
there is interest and where there 
is prayer the money will come, 
and we have a great deal of 
confidence in the future. 

The Bush Church Aid Society 

FIELD STAFF: 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINAv N.S.W. 

Wilcannia—The Revd. B. O'Grady. 
Menindee—The Revd. R. Neve. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA, S.A. 

Leigh Creek—The Revd. E. Carnaby. 
Ceduna/Penong—The Revd. R. Keynes. 
Tarcoola—The Revd. B. Carter. 

DIOCESE OF KALGOORLIE, W.A. 

Norseman—The Revd. B. Grace. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH-WEST AUSTRALIA 

Mul lewa—The Revd. W. Lawton. 
Mount Magnet—The Revd. B. Buckland. 
Dampier—The Revd. L. Greenhal l . 
Wittenoom—The Revd. R. Pether. 
Port Hedland—The Revd. M. Pennington. 
Derby—The Revd. B. V iney. 
Kununurra—The Revd. B. Green. 
Ashburton—The Revd. E. W. Doncaster. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH QUEENSLAND 

Outer Mt. Isa— 
Religious Broadcasting—Grant-in-aid. 

DIOCESE OF BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND 
Kiikivan (Cherbourg Mission)—Grant-in-aid. 

MAIL BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Director: Miss R. Campbell. 

HOSTELS FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 

BROKEN HILL, N.S.W. PORT LINCOLN, S.A. 

Miss M. ATTWOOD Mr. and Mrs. G. MANTLE 
Mr. and Mrs. H. RICH 

MOREE, N.S.W. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. BROWN 
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