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Federal Secretary's Letter 
My warm thanks go to the 

many friends of B.C.A. who 
have already welcomed me in
to the work as Federal Sec
retary, and who have promised 
the support of their prayers. I 
am deeply conscious of the 
family spirit of B.C.A. through 
my past links with the society, 
and look forward keenly to the 
job of leadership within that 
family. The task is exciting and 
the opportunities unlimited. May 
we all, as a family in Christ, be 
given grace to be equal to it. 

The work from which I come 
in the Northern Territory has 
given me a vivid awareness of 
the excitement and growth of 
"remote Australia". In the north 
(as, I guess, in the north-west 
and elsewhere) people tend not 
to think of themselves as being 
remote, but rather as being at 
the heart of one of the most 
significant and challenging areas 
of development in Australia. The 
Church there is remote only 
inasmuch as it is separated from 
the help and fellowship of 
Christians elsewhere. Our job in 
B.C.A. is to try to break down 
these barriers of remoteness and 
to bring to the Church in distant 

parts of Australia the prayers, 
the personnel and the financial 
backing it needs. 

At this time of jubilee for 
B.C.A., I feel sure that the next 
fifty years for the society are 
going to be even more chal
lenging and exciting than the 
first fifty. It is right for us to 
pause and give thanks for the 
pioneers of B.C.A. work, for 
their courage and vision and 
faith. We will need just the 
same qualities as we face our 
task — the same task as theirs, 
but in startlingly different cir
cumstances. In many ways the 
outback has become the "out-
front", with its people leading 
the way as pioneers on the 
frontiers of new life and 
development. You and I, fol
lowers of the Pioneer and 
Finisher of our Faith, are called 
to a new alertness and 
dedication. 

My wife and family and I 
look forward to meeting not 
only the team of B.C.A. staff 
scattered over Australia, but all 
of you who are partners in the 
work through your prayers and 
support. God bless you all. 
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The Revd. G. B. Muston is commissioned as Federal Secretary by the Primate. 
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The Dean conducted the service and Canon E. Cameron read the 2nd lesson. 
The Revd. Ian Booth read the 1st lesson. 
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First Impressions 

Ron and Pam Hastie. 

We have been 'at home' in 
Broken Hill since the day we 
arrived. Our sense of God's 
Calling to this work is being 
confirmed as day follows day. 
We love it. 

The hours are long but 
there are many compensations 
that make the hours seem short. 
The joy of sharing life with 
kids in both their ups and 
downs can, to us, never quite be 
equalled by anything else. 

Naturally as newcomers to 
Hostel life we have much to 
learn. How to budget for in

stance and still have plenty, or 
how to get a time-table going 
that leaves room for everything 
that needs to be done and yet 
leaves time to be free with the 
boys and our own children. How 
to make sure that the little 
seven-year-olds put their clothes 
in the right place and have 
their shoes tied just so for 
school. 

We were surprised to find the 
Hostel (we must find a name for 
this place) so large and estab
lished. Somehow we had 
imagined it to be smaller but 

thanks to the years of tireless 
work by those who have 
laboured in this corner of God's 
Vineyard we have moved into 
a place with tremendous 
potential to influence young 
men for the cause of Christ for 
years to come. 

Imagine our misgivings when 
we first made contact with 
parents. I think we spent all 
day preparing for an interview 
which didn't eventuate until 
three days later anyway. For 
nine days we were alone in our 
new home just wondering 
whether there would be any 
boys turning up at all. Every
thing seemed so quiet and 
expectant. Just heat and a 
large empty dining room with 
all the tables and chairs stacked. 

As boisterously as the days 
had been quiet the day before 
school saw an increasing hustle 
and bustle of parents, boys, bags 
and renewed acquaintances. 
Almost as quickly the rush was 
over and Pam and I found our
selves foster parents to fifteen 
boys. 

Their ages range from seven 
to fifteen. The nearest of them 
comes fifty miles and the 
farthest of them comes three 
hundred and fifty miles from the 
Channel country over the 
Queensland border. All but 
these two brothers are 'sheep 
men', Wayne and Graham are 
our 'cattle men'. 

Our daily routine as you 
might expect involves practically 
everyone in some kind of duty 
be it as lowly as emptying bins 
or as exalted as setting tables. 
Each washing-up team is in the 
charge of a High School Boy 
who uses his mustering skill to 
very good effect. Sometimes the 
kitchen literally rings with all 
the sound effects of a muster. 
(Well nearly all the sounds!) 

'Brindiwilpa', 'Epsilon', 'Lons
dale', 'Gnalta', 'Caradoc', 'San-
pah'. The music of these station 
names rings as sweetly in our 
ears as it does in the ears of 
the chaps who live in these 
huge properties. This is big 
country and we are proud to 
be associated with these young 
Aussies. A finer type of lad you 
wouldn't find anywhere and no 
less typical boys for all that. 
Their parents have taught them 
courtesy and self-reliance and 
in many cases have set their feet 
upon the road to education with 
long hours of devoted and dis
ciplined attendance to corres
pondence lessons. They're as 
tough as the country they come 
from. 

These then are a few of our 
'FIRST IMPRESSIONS' of life in 
B.C.A. Broken Hill. If there is 
one thing above all others that 
we need it is your prayer. Please 
keep praying! 
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Bursting At The Seams! 
The Revd. Michael Pennington 

Pennington Snr. and Jnr. 

There is now no doubt about 
it. This area for which Port 
Hedland serves as a focal point 
is booming, and, in particular, 
Port Hedland itself. Leslie Salt 
have now harvested and 
exported their first salt. Mt. 
Newman Mining Co. have com
pleted their first stages of 
development and have exported 
their first iron ore. Things have 
settled down to a steady round 
of business and growth. It is 
expected that at least one ship 
will enter this port each day to 
reach this year an estimated 
total of 384 ships. By 1971 the 
number will be 508. 

The town of Port Hedland has 
grown to 6,000 people now. 
The new townsite to be known 
as 'Hedland', 10 miles inland is 

under way and there is plan
ning for a population of 35,000 
in a matter of a few years. This 
looks like being the largest 
regional centre in this State. 

Goldsworthy is well estab
lished now, but still growing. 
Newman is fast ceasing to be 
a camp and becoming a town. 
Even Marble Bar is growing. 
Quite a number of new houses 
have been built there and 
at the moment every piece of 
available space is taken by 
personnel of companies en
gaged in mineral exploration. I 
broke a rear main leaf on my 
spring last trip and discovered 
the new garage open with a 
real mechanic! It's fast ceasing 
to be 'Real Bush'. 

There is even a stirring on the 
pastoral leases, and signs of 
progress are evident. Many are 
beginning to introduce or re
introduce cattle. Many new 
breeding bulls have been 
brought in. 

All this progress must surely 
point to a prosperous Parish? If 
prosperous means self sup
porting, then, no, it is not 
prosperous; but if prosperous 
means growing significantly, 
then, yes, it is prosperous. Port 
Hedland Parish is still supported 
by the Bush Church Aid Society, 

though slowly but surely it 
assumes a larger share of 
responsibility all the time. 

One of the things that has 
become obvious to me is that 
the problems associated with 
living the Christian Life and 
proclaiming the Faith do not 
really change from place to 
place and situation to situation. 
We may like to delude our
selves by claiming a special case 
of hardship, but 'the cares of 
the world and the delight in 
riches' tend to remain constant. 
Our task of Mission is identical 
with any other unit of the 
Church. Our living of the 
Christian Life and our pro
claiming of the Christian Faith 
raises no different problems. 
Indifference and rejection we 

can all expect and this is no 
cause for let up. But we must 
expect our efforts to bear fruit 
as God gives the increase. 
Overall we can see signs of 
growth here in Port Hedland 
both in our number and in the 
quality of our Life as the 
People of God. There is strength 
in numbers for the living of the 
Christian Life and the pro
claiming of the Faith was meant 
to be a community affair. This 
strength we are just beginning 
to acquire. 

But still we have not grown 
sufficiently to become self-
supporting. We are indeed 
grateful for the help of the 
Bush Church Aid Society which 
enables us to keep our priorities 
in proper perspective. 

This 97 ton 3,000 h.p. locomotive was trucked from Port Hedland wharf to 
the railhead on a 96 wheel low loader. The two prime movers (one pulling, 
one pushing) are linked by radio so that drivers can co-ordinate clutch and 

brake movements. 
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But while we are privileged 
to have Society support we 
must work toward the day when 
in all respects we can stand 
on our own feet. 

The total population of the 
area of approximately 10,000 
people is spread very unevenly 
over a strip of country of 
perhaps 150 by 300 miles. 

Al l this adds up to an ex
pensive operation and one 
which at this stage the local 
people cannot meet themselves. 
The Society met this need some 

years back now when the 
situation was far more remote 
than it now is. They provided 
the wherewithal to begin and 
now provide the stipend and a 
vehicle to keep it going. It 
might not seem to leave much 
for the local people to meet, 
but it did cost them $3,900 to 
meet it this year past. 

But there is a further level 
of support that the Society 
gives and this we value tremen
dously. I refer, of course, to your 
prayers. 

SA Mission Developments 
• Following rapid negotiations 
with the Bishop of Willochra, the 
Rt. Rev. T. E. Jones, there have 
been some extensive changes to 
the Society's work in South 
Australia. Bishop Jones asked the 
Apri l meeting of Council to re
lease the Rev. Ernie Carnaby 
from his commitment to the 
Society so that he could be 
placed in the vacant Diocesan 
parish of Woomera. 

After investigation the Council 
acceded to this request and Mr. 
Carnaby will probably take up 
his appointment early this month. 

The vacancy at Leigh Creek will 
be fil led by the Rev. Brian 
Carter from the Trans Line 
mission. Brian and Carolyn 
are familiar identities to B.C.A. 
supporters, having served on the 
Line for nearly three years. 

The future ministry to the 
Line is at the moment uncertain 
but it is possible that it may be 
worked by a Diocesan appointee 
from Port Augusta. 

Both these families will need 
your earnest prayers as they 
prepare to take up their new 
spheres of ministry. 

The Place of Prayer 
THE B.C.A. PRAYER 

O Lord our God, make us ever mindful of those who live in 
the remote parts of our land. Bless, we beseech Thee, all those 
whom Thou hast drawn into the fellowship of the Bush Church Aid 
Society. Grant that, through the ministry of the Word and Sacra
ments, through healing, and through caring and instruction of the 
young, the message of Thy redeeming love may thus be pro
claimed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A DAILY PRAYER 

O God, we remember before Thee those whom Thou hast 
called to Thy service. Bless them this day, we beseech Thee, as we 
P^y for Call forth others 
to stand with them in their task. Grant them, as to us, the joy 
of service, the ability to achieve and the serenity of Thy peace, for 
Jesus' sake. 

Amen. 
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THE PLACE OF PRAYER - A DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR 

1st In this Jubilee Year give thanks for the blessings re
ceived over the past 50 years. Pray for further 
opportunities of service. 

2nd Mr. Laurie Calder, Miss Barbara Hyett and all the 
helpers and scholars in the Mail Bag Sunday School. 

3rd The Revd. and Mrs. Alan Baker and the Nightcliff 
Mission, N.T. 

4th The Revd. and Mrs. Barry Green and the Ord River 
Mission, W.A. 

5th The Revd. and Mrs. Bernard Buckland and the Derby 
Mission, W.A. 

6th The Revd. and Mrs. Michael Pennington and the Port 
Hedland Mission, W.A. 

7th The Revd. and Mrs. Richard Pether and the Mt. Newman 
Mission, W.A. 

8th The Revd. and Mrs. David Pullar and the Dampier Mis
sion, W.A. 

9th The Revd. and Mrs. Ted Doncaster and the Gascoyne-
Ashburton Mission, W.A. 

10th The need for a missioner in the Murchison Mission, 
W.A. 

11th The Revd. Brian and Margaret Viney and the Mullewa 
Mission, W.A. 

12th The Revd. and Mrs. Ray Neve and the Kambalda Mis
sion, W.A. 

13th The Revd. and Mrs. Blair Grace and the Norseman 
Mission, W.A. 

14th Sisters Lola Higgs and Maude Ross at Cook Hospital, 
S.A. 

15th The Revd. and Mrs. Brian Carter and the Leigh Creek 
Mission, S.A. 

16th The need for staff at the Tarcoola Hospital, S.A. 

17th The Annual Meeting and Election of Council Members 
on July 12th. 

18th The Jubilee Rallies — Adelaide, June 20, Sydney, 
August 9; Melbourne, August 15. 

19th The decision to be made by the Bishop of Willochra 
concerning the future ministry to the trans line. 

20th Mr. and Mrs. Graham Mantle and the girls at Port 
Lincoln Hostel, S.A. 

21st Sisters Pat Darby and Anne Dau at the Coober Pedy 
Medical Centre, S.A. 

22nd Give thanks for the financial help B.C.A. is able to give 
to Carpentaria College, Darwin, the Bishop of Kalgoorlie, 
the Bishop of Riverina, Diocese of Willochra Diocese 
of N. Queensland. 

23rd Mr. and Mrs. Ron Hastie and the boys at the Broken 
Hill Hostel, N.S.W. 

24th The Revd. and Mrs. Charlie White and the Menindee-
Wilcannia Mission, N.S.W. 

25th N\r. and Mrs. Bob Brown, and the boys at Urallie Hostel, 
Moree, N.S.W. 

26th A continuing supply of replacement staff, our Box 
Secretaries, supporters and friends of the Society. 

27th The Revd. Ged Muston and the Council of the Society. 

28th The Revd. Barry Huggett and the Public Relations of 
the Society. 

29th The Revd. Ian Booth, Mrs. Winifred Hughes and the 
Victorian Committee, and our Representative in South 
Australia, Mr. Alban Kirkby. 

30th Mr. Stan Hummerston, Mr. Frank Burner, Mrs. Joy 
O'Neill, Misses Beverley Tonkies, Rosemary Aston, 
Robin Haig. 
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• The Rev. Charlie and Wendy 
White have settled into their 
work at Menindee, although 
rain shortly after they arrived 
prevented Mr. White from 
travelling for the first month or 
so. No firm decision has yet 
been made concerning the part 
the Diocese will play in the 
recently combined parishes of 
Menindee and Wilcannia. Bishop 
Grindrod will visit the area in 
July and supporters are asked 
to pray that those charged 
with the responsibility of making 
these decisions will be guided 
by the Holy Spirit. 

# The Rev. Brian Viney visited 
Sydney for a couple of days on 
the completion of a migrant 
chaplaincy from England. While 
in England he was able to 
undertake a number of preach
ing engagements in which he 
tried to explain the joys and 
problems of an outback ministry. 
("Very few could understand 
what it means for one man to 
have a parish the size of 
England".) 

Mr. Viney has returned to the 
Diocese of North West Australia 
and was inducted to Mullewa on 
14th May. 

• Canon Ernest Cameron has 
resigned from the Council of 
B.C.A. after 21 years of service. 
Canon Cameron became a 
member of Council in 1948 and 
was elected Chairman in 1951. 

A minute of appreciation 
was recorded at the Apri l 
C o u n c i l meeting w h i c h 
elaborated on the Canon's 
remarkable record of service, 
and set out the Council members' 
appreciation of his ministry. 
Bishop Graham Delbridge has 
been elected Chairman for the 
unexpired portion of Canon 
Cameron's term. 

# The last B.C.A. bachelor 
graduated on May 2 when the 
Rev. Alan Baker and Miss Sally 
Robertson were married in Mel
bourne. Congratulations to them 
both! They will be living in a 
rented flat in Nightcliff, N.T., 
until a rectory is built. 

• The Rev. Bill Lawton (ex-
Mullewa) has been appointed 
Rector of Christ Church, Glades-
ville, in the Diocese of Sydney. 
Many supporters have had the 
oportunity of meeting Mr. 
Lawton at various deputations 
over the last two months. 
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Mark the Jubilee Rally date that concerns you in 

your diary now! 

Adelaide — June 20 

Sydney — August 9 

Melbourne — August 15 

• A recent decision of Council 
has brought nurses' salaries more 
into line with the current award. 
This means an increase from 
$1,600 to $3,000 per annum. 

• Sister Shirley Manning has 
completed her relieving term at 
Coober Pedy and has returned 
to Sydney to complete her 
midwifery training. 

• The appointment of Sister 
Anne Dau (from Goulburn) to 
Coober Pedy helps to alleviate 
our shortage of nurses. Tarcoola 
Hospital, however, is still vacant. 

• Unfortunately the crippling 
bus and train strike in May 
caused the postponement of the 
Melbourne Jubilee Thanksgiving 
service. It is anticipated that this 
will now be held in conjunction 
with the Melbourne Rally. 

Dear Mr. Hummerston, 

Joan and I would take this 
opportunity to express again 
our deep appreciation of the 
testimonial given us by the 
Council and supporters of the 
Society. We both were humbled 
and encouraged at the same 
time. We have done what we 
could without seeking particular 
reward and see in the generosity 
and warmth of you all a deep 
sense of friendship. 

We will have in constant 
remembrance the work and 
witness of the Society and wi l l , 
in turn, value your continued 
prayers. Every blessing, 

Yours sincerely, 

BILL RICH. 

Stumped by a gift problem? Try the B.C.A. Gift Shop 

at 135 Bathurst Street for authentic aboriginal artifacts. 
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Life on the Black Soil Plains 
Bob and Irene Brown at Moree Hostel. 

Weil here we are nearly at 
the end of the first term and on 
looking back over the term we 
can see all sorts of changes and 
achievements. 

Just as in a normal family we 
have had the excitement of 
some of the boys starting at 
high school, the purchasing of 
school books and the covering 
of them. 

Settling down to new teachers 
and new studies is an experience 
that some of the boys take in 
their stride and others find very 
hard to cope with. 

You parents at home know the 
trouble it is to get your sons 
to settle to home study what 
with cricket and football, swim
ming and the many other things 
that keep a boy's mind off 
school work. If you multiply this 
by 24 you will get some idea of 
the problems facing us here. 

We have our share of 
naughty boys but these are 
kept in check by the senior 
boys if we don't happen to be 
about or by ourselves as their 
adopted mother and father. As 
an example of how thoughtless 
boys can be we have not had 
very much rain here at Moree 
and when we got 150 points at 
the beginning of April, 12 of 
the boys decided that the yard 

was just about muddy enough 
to have a game of football so 
out they went and instead of 
playing tip football they played 
tackle. You can imagine the 
mess as they tackled one 
another in the muddy spots. 
White singlets and underpants 
are white no more. 

We have noticed changes in 
some boys' personalities and 
this is a very big part of their 
education to adjust to living and 
sharing with others as some of 
these lads have never been 
away from their own families or 
properties. 

As mentioned before it has 
been very dry here and as a 
result two rooms of the hostel 
have got tired of waiting for 
the rain and have decided to 
go look for water on their own. 
The result being that the build
ing has moved some four inches 
towards the river at the back of 
the hostel. This will mean that 
the building will have to be 
jacked up and new piers will 
have to be built. 

We can't begin to be mother 
and father to this big family in 
our own strength and we look 
to Christ in all things and He 
gives us the strength, under
standing and wisdom that is 
necessary to carry on this work. 
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How Much Do You Care? 
Maude Ross and Lola Higgs. 

It was 12.30 a.m. when the 
railway porter rang the door 
bell and told us that a section 
car (a small vehicle used by 
railway workmen, which runs 
along the rails) was on its way 
from Denman, 30 miles away, 
with a woman about to have a 
baby. The section car arrived 
and an hour later the baby was 
born. If Cook Hospital was not 
here this lady would have had 
her baby at home or on a train, 
as the next hospital is 500 miles 
away. This was due to no 
negligence of hers, as she 
thought that she had another 
month to go. 

A little nine-year-old girl fell 
from her bicycle and the hand 
piece of the hand brake 
severely lacerated her arm, 
requiring eleven stitches which 
we were able to insert and the 
wound healed wonderfully. If 
this hospital were not here she 
would have had to travel by 
train 500 miles, which takes 12 
hours, and possibly hours wait
ing for a train, and by this 
time stitches may not have been 
effective. We are in touch with 
the Royal Flying Doctor Service, 
based at Port Augusta, but 
naturally it would have to be 
very urgent for the aeroplane 
to come the 500 miles. 

There are countless out
patients with their numerous 
ailments not only from Cook, 
but miles and miles East and 
West. Not only coming in person 
but ringing up requesting 
medicines to be parcelled up 
and sent by train. 

As well as trying to meet the 
needs medically, we have a 
responsibility to help with 
spiritual needs. As the Missioner 
(Brian Carter) can only come 
about once a month, we take the 
children for Religious Instruction 
at school, Sunday School and 
Bible class Fellowship. 

We feel that this work is very 
important, very enjoyable and 
can be rewarding. Bush Church 
Aid Society is responsible for 
staffing three hospitals; Coober 
Pedy, Tarcoola and Cook. At 
present Tarcoola Hospital is 
closed due to lack of staff, and 
one of the sisters at Coober 
Pedy is leaving for further 
training. 

Where are the Christian 
nurses today? Aren't there any 
who hear the call of the Lord 
to this service for Him? 

"Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me." 
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The Awakening Giant 
This somewhat dramatic and 

oft-used title has been given to 
Western Australia because this 
vast stretch of our continent has 
suddenly come alive from 
one end to the other. No 
longer can it be referred to 
as the "Cinderella State". 
Iron ore, mineral, harbours, 
beef roads, oil and here 
at Kununurra, the development 
of a vast irrigation system with 
the harnessing of the "Mighty 
Ord River" which supplies more 
water than all the streams of 
the Snowy Mountain system. 

The construction of a camp 
and town site at the Main Dam 
— some forty miles from 
Kununurra — has well and 
truly changed the future of this 
area. Men and machinery are 
pouring into the area and to be 
able to be here on the spot 

The Revd. Barry Green. 

when such a scheme commences 
gives me a great deal of 
satisfaction. So often people 
say that the Church does not 
provide any type of ministry in 
an area until everything is 
settled and developed. At 
present I am able to conduct a 
weekly service at the Main Dam 
Town and a meal in the single 
men's mess allows me to mix 
with the men who come from 
all types of backgrounds. How
ever, there is a great deal of 
animosity to religion and Church 

16 

Cattle drive in the Kimberley. 

and clergy by some, and it is 
going to take a long time to 
build up any sort of relationship 
with some of the people. 

The c o n g r e g a t i o n at 
Kununurra is a great support to 
me and works hard to supply 
finance for trips to outlying 
areas which can amount to 
hundreds and hundreds of miles 
at a time. They feel that B.C.A. 
has given so much to this area 
that they must shoulder re
sponsibility and so, the running 
costs have been met and 
recently when the vehicle was 
exchanged, the congregation 
(or should I say the Saints) at 
Kununurra raised $500 towards 
the replacement cost to show 
B.C.A. that they did not expect 
to get without giving. The $500 
was raised over two years, 
mainly from stalls. 

This brings me to a further 
topic — stalls. These monthly 
stalls which the Church runs 
mainly help the native popula
tion, because we provide 
clothing in very good order, at 
reasonable costs. If anyone 
would care to mail 11 lb. parcels 
of good clothing to us, we will 
refund the cost of stamps. 

With the arrival of the Rev. 
David McDougall, Ann and their 
two children at Wyndham 
recently, much of my work load 
has been eased and I can now 
concentrate on other areas of 
this parish which have been 

rather neglected because of the 
commitment at the Wyndham 
end. Do pray for David and 
Ann; they are having an 
extremely hard battle there and 
I was truly thrilled last week at 
our Annual General Meeting 
when some of the congregation 
in true Christian concern and 
outreach, moved the adoption of 
support from Kununurra to help 
Wyndham in their acute financial 
difficulties being experienced at 
present. 

To all of you who support the 
work of B.C.A., please be 
assured of our thanks and the 
Church at Kununurra sends 
greetings in the name of the 
Lord. 

Signpost on Kelly's Knob, near 
Kununurra Rectory. 
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Is It Worth It? 
The Revd. Ernie Carnaby. 

"Is it all worth it?" is an 
oft-repeated question that the 
missioner of Leigh Creek and 
the north continually hears . . . 
Well is it? — a bare 5,000 
people scattered over a vast 
area of 24,000 square miles. 
Astronomical travelling ex
penses, tiny congregations and 
corresponding c o l l e c t i o n s ; 
$6,300 from external sources 
needed to maintain this ministry. 
Arduous mile after mile, much of 

it in searing heat and the 
interminable dust. Added to this 
the regular rebuffs and in
difference of sparsely settled 
country folk. Humanly speaking 
we ought to quit — so much 
spent on so few ! ! Unfortunately 
one hears all of this even from 
committed members of God's 
family. 

The presence of the Society 
in this area is explained very 
simply. We have been given 
a compelling commission by our 
Lord to " go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every 
creature". A bare 5,000 — yes! 
. . . but 5,000 whom Christ died 
to redeem, precious indeed to 
Him. It is a privilege to be 
called to work amongst them in 
obedience to our Lord's com
mission. B.C.A. as a Society, of 
course recognizes its task in the 
light of this commission and 
hence claims "Australia for 
Christ". 

Our mission area is divided 
up into patrols — the Birdsville 
patrol up the celebrated Birds
ville Track, some 1,500 miles 
and ten days absence from 
home; then the North-West 
patrol through Marree, Oodna-
datta, Kulgera (in the N.T.) and 
into the Northwest Aboriginal 
Reserve (permit entry only), 
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Leigh Creek Rectory and Church. 

covering 2,000 miles over ten 
days. The third main patrol is 
east of Leigh Creek visiting 
sheep stations dotted amongst 
the breathtaking grandeur of the 
Flinders Ranges — a somewhat 
shorter patrol of 500 miles and 
5 days' absence. These patrols 
are conducted quarterly, half-
yearly and quarterly, re
spectively. 

Time consuming as it is, the 
patrol work is only half the 
picture. There is besides, a 
concentrated ministry to the 
township of Leigh Creek itself, 
numbering 1,000 residents, in
cluding some 300-400 single 
men. Regular services are held 
whenever I am in town and 
these are appreciated by a 
'multi-denominational' congrega
tion made up of 4 0 % Anglicans 
and the rest, Methodists, Baptists, 
Church of Christ and occasional 
Lutherans — a real 'ecumenical' 

turn-out. "Branch" churches are 
also maintained, but branches 
with a difference! — a regular 
monthly service at Blinman (70 
miles south of Leigh Creek); 
monthly at Marree (66 miles 
north); and six-weekly at Ood-
nadatta (340 miles north-west). 

Getting back then to the 
original question — apart from 
the motivation of our Lord's 
commission and the inner 
resources provided by the Holy 
Spirit, there are numerous 
compensating signs that this is 
the Lord's work. For instance, 
after much persistent effort in 
Oodnadatta we now have a 
strong worshipping and witness
ing congregation numbering 
about 15. Regular activities in
clude the evening service, a 
service of Holy Communion, 
and the showing of Christian 
films. The two sisters at the 
A.I.M. Hospital conduct a 
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weekly Sunday School and 
generally organize things prior 
to my arrival every six weeks. 
There is a real sense of fellow
ship amongst the believers for 
which we thank God. 

From this same A.I.M. Hos
pital reports have trickled back 
to me of the impact of Christian 
films made upon the lives of 
some of the station people 
surrounding Oodna. I always 
carry a Billy Graham Crusade 
T.V. reprint, lasting about an 
hour, and these showings have 
stirred up, agitated and 
generally moved people; many 
a spiritual conversation has been 
generated as a result. 

Requests for baptisms are 
numerous, some of them being 
held on the station properties. 
I have been asked to spend a 
whole day and night at one 
station and to discuss con
firmation for the eldest boy. 
These and others provide the 
basis for serious discussion 
about the eternal truths of God's 
Word. 

In Leigh Creek there are 
similar encouragements. A keen 
and very active Sunday School; 
a confirmation class of four; 
requests for Christian books and 
the regular sale of Scriptures. 
Many of the sermons have been 
carefully noted and approaches 
made to me to discuss further. 
Not everyone agrees with what 
is said, but this after all acts 

as a stimulant to the people of 
God. 

The Lord has also used my 
previous training in accountancy 
and I have been able to help 
five families in serious financial 
difficulty. With most I have 
handled their entire finances, 
issuing housekeeping money for 
the wives, paying bills, generally 
squaring accounts and so on. A 
staggering $17,000 has passed 
through my hands already. To 
whom do you turn, for example, 
when you have 12 summonses 
issued against you, 4 imprison
ment orders and debts in excess 
of $1,400? Praise God most of 
the families are now on their 
feet and able to make a fresh 
start. We have been able to 
help in a small way, thereby 
creating opportunity for an 
ongoing contact with an entire 
family. Missionary giving to 
C.M.S., B.C.A., Christmas Bowl 
and the Diocese of Willochra, 
has amounted to 13% of our 
small total income and this too 
is rather encouraging. 

One could go on with in
stance upon instance of tangible 
evidence that the Lord is in 
the work, calling, empowering 
and sending forth in His Name. 
Suffice it to say that this is in 
every sense a mission f ield, 
worthy of your prayerful in
volvement and generous support. 
We all need each other and 
above all we need Christ. 
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The Bush Church Aid Society 
FIELD STAFF: 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA* N.S.W. 

Menindee/Wilcannia—The Revd. C. Whi te . 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA, S.A. 
Leigh Creek—The Revd. E. Carnaby. 
Tarcoola—The Revd. B. Carter. 
Quorn—Grant- in-aid. 

DIOCESE OF KALGOORUE, W.A. 

Norseman—The Revd. B. Grace. 

Kamhalda—The Revd. R. Neve. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH-WEST AUSTRALIA 

Mullewa—The Revd. B. V iney. 
Mount Magnet— 
Dampier—The Revd. D. Pullar. 
Mt. Newman—The Revd. R. Pether. 
Port Hedland—The Revd. M. Pennington. 
Derby—The Revd. B. Buckland. 
Kununurra—The Revd. B. Green. 
Gascoyne/Ashburton—The Revd. E. Doncaster. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH QUEENSLAND 

Outer Mt. Isa—Grant- in-aid. 

Religious Broadcasting—Grant-in-aid. 

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY 

Nightcliff—The Revd. A . Baker. 

Darwin—Grant- in-aid to Carpentaria Col lege. 

MAIL BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Director: Mr. W. L. Calder. 

HOSTELS FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 
MOREE, N.S.W. Mr. & Mrs. R. BROWN. 
BROKEN HILL, N.S.W. Mr. & Mrs. R. HASTIE. 
PORT LINCOLN, S.A. Mr. & Mrs. G. MANTLE. 

HOSPITAL CENTRES 
COOK, S.A. 
Bishop Kirkby Memorial Hospital— Sisters L. HIGGS, M. ROSS. 

TARCOOLA, S.A. 
Tarcoola Hospital— 

COOBER PEDY, S.A. 
Coober Pedy Medical Centre— Sisters P. DARBY, A . DAU. 
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