
F R I D A Y - MAY28th 

6.30 p.m. Thanksgiving Service — St. Andrew's Cathedral. 
7.30 p.m. Light refreshments — Chapter House. 
8.00 p.m. Annual Rally — Chapter House. 
Speaker: 
The Rt. Reverend Howell Witt — Bishop of North West 

Australia. 
The Rally is B.C.A.'s 'FAMILY GATHERING" of the year. 

Come and learn through sight, sound and speech 
what God is doing in the outback. 

Make up a party from your Parish and join us. 

State Office Directory. . . 
Federal Secretary — The Revd. T. J . Hayman. 
N.S.W. Secretary and Editor — The Revd. R. N. Langshaw. 
Asst. Secretary (N.S.W.) - Mr. W. L Calder. 
Financial enquiries 
B.C.A. House, 135 Bathurst Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 2000 
(02) 26-3164,26-3780. Telegraphic Address: "Chaplaincy", Sydney. 

Victorian Secretary — The Revd. B. W. Green, 
3rd Floor, Clark Rubber Building, 196 Flinders Street, 
Melbourne, Vic. 3000. Phone: (03) 63-8962. 

Queensland Secretary — The Revd. G. Ezzy, 
P.O. Box 37, Dalby, Qld 4405. Phone: (074) 62-2071. 

Western Australian Deputationist — The Revd. E. W. Doncaster, 
Anglican Rectory, 49 Berkeley Crescent, Floreat Park, W.A. 6014. 
Phone:(092)87-1304. 

South Australian Secretary — The Revd. B. S. Grace, 
77 Beulah Rd., Norwood, S.A. 5067. Phone: (08) 42-2227. 

President — The Most Reverend, the Archbishop of Melbourne. 
Vice-Presidents — the Most Reverend, the Archbishop of Sydney, 
Bp. G. R. Delbridge and Mr. H. M. Bragg. 
Chairman of Council — Archdeacon R. G. Fillingham. 
Honorary Treasurer — Mr. R. T. Stokes. 
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EARLY 
IMPRESSIONS 
Blackwater - The Reverend Stephen Rigby 
What have I found in Blackwater? A place which has grown from a railway 
siding in the middle of cattle country to be a successful coal mining town with 
over 6,000 inhabitants. 
I gain the impression from what people tell me, that they have come to the 
area to make money and not friends. Certainly not to put down roots and 
become involved. We have a supermarket which flies three flags occasionally 
- the Australian flag, the Union Jack and one bearing the dollar sign. Could 
this third flag be indicative of Blackwater's preoccupation? 
There is a paternalism about the mining industry — the "father figure"is the 
company. It gives employees so much that adults and children alike assume 
that life is largely getting and not giving. The lifestyle of the town reflects this. 
However, life's problems are not solved by getting all you can. The truth of 
this is seen in the social symptoms which are evident in drug abuse, 
depression and delinquency. 
Where is the church in all this? Thank God some people have a Christian 
orientation and meet weekly for spiritual sustenance and mutual support. 
Most people feel that Jesus has nothing to do with them, so it is the 
responsibility of concerned Christians to demonstrate that the reverse is true 
and that the Christian lifestyle is the only valid way to wholeness. 

Moranbah - The Reverend Brian Gibson '• * • * • •• ^m 

Conceptions we build up have a very important role in the way we react to 
particular things. My wife and I must have had wrong conceptions about 
Moranbah for we were staggered at the size of the town. You can sometimes 
feel you're in the middle of nowhere, but at night you can go out on the 
Peak Downs Highway and from a hill look back to a fairyland of lights. 
Moranbah is quite a place. 
Conscious of the fact that God had called us to serve Him, we drew great 
encouragement from the warm and friendly acceptance we found from the 
people. Further encouragement was drawn from the impression of 
harmonious co-operation which exists between the various denominations 
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represented in the church congregation — particularly amongst the women 
of the church. Added to this was the encouragement drawn from the nucleus 
of committed people who welcomed us warmly and in whom we have seen 
the desire to reach people with the Gospel through Religious Instruction in 
schools; Sunday School teaching; Coffee Mornings; Youth Club; Bible and 
sharing groups. All these things make Moranbah exciting. 
More sobering experiences came when we moved out from Moranbah. 
Travelling reminded us of the vastness of our land and the fact of sparse 
population. We soon learned that for us distance must be measured more in 
terms of time than in terms of miles. 
Things are not as encouraging at Dysart as they are at Moranbah, but we 
continually see evidence of God's working and in this we rejoice. 
These are some of the impressions and reactions which have led us to the 
firm belief that God is in control of the whole situation and He is working His 
purposes out in the areas of both Moranbah and Dysart. 

more missioners 
In the last issue we were able to present five new missioners and now we 

have two more. 

The Reverend Dalba Primmer 
Dalba has become the B.C.A. missioner at 

Newman in the Pilbara area of North West 
Australia. He comes from Wollongong on the 
South Coast of New South Wales and so joins 
other B.C.A. staff who began their life there. 
Dalba was trained at Morpeth in New South 
Wales and before taking up service with B.C.A. 
was the Rector of Holbrook in the Diocese of 
Canberra-Goulburn. 

The Reverend Kerry Medway 
Kerry, with his wife Julieanne and their small 

daughter, have begun their ministry at Coober 
Pedy. Kerry went to high school in Wollongong 
and did his theological training at Moore College 
in Sydney. He served at Tingha in the parish of 
Ashford-Delungra-Tingha and so is no 
newcomer to the work of B.C.A. 

OUR COVER PICTURE 
Mining machinery of varying kinds and sizes is a familiar part of the 

"scene" for several B.C.A. missioners. At present there is something of a 
slump in gold mining. Mt. Magnet has been severely affected and will lose 
population. 



DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA 

Stan Hummerston 
reports . . . 

The Bishop and I have just finished 
planning a trip to the northern areas 
of our diocese which is to occupy us 
for nearly four weeks. It is rather a 
pity that you can't see how we have 
''sweated it out" — the temperature 
has reached a maximum of around 
43°C for a few days now!!! 

During the trip the Bishop will 
carry out Induction Services at 
Newman (The Reverend Dalba 
Primmer), Paraburdoo (The 
Reverend Graham Thurley), Derby 
(The Reverend Robin Burnand), 
Exmouth (The Reverend Bert 
Wrightson) and will commission 
Captain Michael Tobin of the Church 
Army for his work at South Hedland. 
This is an area where the population 
is ever on the increase, so that the 
parish of Pt. Hedland could be the 
largest in the diocese by the end of 
this year. 

Present Cathedral Geraldton 

Preparing for a service 

Interior Geraldton Cathedral 
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Things which will specially occupy 
my attention will be arrangements in 
connection with the meetings of 
Synod to be held in Karratha later in 
the year; plans for the ministry in that 
area and South Hedland; the matter 
of repairs to the former Cathedral of 
the diocese at Broome (the 
estimated figure is $15,000), as well 
as matters which have to do with 
insurance, Rectory repayments, 
purchase of vehicles, etc. 

Parishes in the Diocese are all 
seeking to be self-supporting, but it 
is only with the assistance of the 
Bush Church Aid Society that they 
can be effective as members of the 
diocesan team bringing the ministry 
of the Gospel to people in this vast 
diocese. 

As Administrator of the Diocese it 
is to be expected that the matter of 
finance will constantly be brought up 
with me. Our Lord often commended 
a good steward and so in this 
isolated and extensive diocese of 
ours, stewardship must be and is in 
the forefront of our consideration. It 
is part of my task to bring this before 
the attention of various parishes and 
although it is a challenge, I have been 
privileged to meet some fine 
Christian folk who are, thank God, 
growing in the faith and who have 
given me much encouragement. 

As Administrator I am brought in 
touch frequently with bankers, estate 
agents, insurance people, suppliers, 
car agents and many another. I find 
that they relax greatly when they 
realise that the official from the 
church confronting them is a layman 
who speaks their language. 
Frequently the question is asked of 
me, "Why are you doing this kind of 
work?" This gives me the 
opportunity of witnessing not only to 
my own faith and calling, but also of 
explaining that the layman has a 

responsibility in the church to 
exercise his expertise in such a way 
that the Bishop or Priest is relieved to 
give more time and attention to his 
more specific calling of preaching 
and teaching the Word of God. 

On my journeyings I find that from 
time to time as the Bishop is sorting 
out the dilemmas and parochial 
problems of his parish priests, the 
clergy wife often appreciates a 
sympathetic ear to hear some of their 
problems in rearing a family in 
situations which are greatly different 
from the normal parish life. 

Up to the present our contact and 
work amongst the Aborigines 
seems as ineffective, difficult and 
lacking in understanding and success 
as that which is found in any other 
diocese. However, we must press on 
with love in spite of, or rather 
because of, their apparent inability to 
stick to jobs or make the grade in 
relation to hygiene as well as their 
problem with alcohol. At all times we 
need to remember our Lord's words, 
"I was sick and ye visited me " 

For the past four years the diocese 
has been running a hostel for 
Aboriginal youth working in Gerald
ton. In the history of the church there 
has always been a scarcity of 
dedicated lay people willing to staff 
its youth hostels, etc. This lack is also 
found here in the work we are trying 
to do amongst our coloured brethren. 

May we be sure that we are 
Christ's men in His place for us at this 
time. 

Old Cathedral at Broome 



The Horrex family Shire office 

CHANGE IN THE SCENE 
Reverend Arthur Horrex, 
Kambalda. 

"Through all the changing scenes 
of life" — this line of a well known 
hymn could well be applied to the 
ministry in Kambalda and Norseman 
at the moment. 

Other B.C.A. missioners have let 
you know of the lack of permanence 
found in mining communities. This 
pattern continues to exist here and at 
times can prove very frustrating if 
you attempt to work along usual 
parish lines. One must be willing to 
come to grips with the fact that in no 
way can the work here be 
approached with the normal 
suburban parish outlook. 

We accept the arrival of a new 
year as an unknown quantity, for in 
the Christmas-New Year break a 
number of families upon whom we 
have come to rely for fellowship 
and support in the Lord's work 
moved or were transferred. We have 

lost six families including most of our 
Sunday School teachers. Our trust is 
in the Lord to provide again (as He 
has on other occasions) for these 
positions to be filled by the arrival of 
committed Christians into our towns. 

With the constantly changing 
population we have found it 
necessary to adapt our services to 
enable us to make fuller use of our 
limited resources. Family worship at 
10 a.m. includes Sunday School and 
Bible discussion for all ages. The 
greatest change in the past year 
arose when Norseman came into our 
area of responsibility. Instead of only 
the communities of Kambalda 
(2,500) and Kambalda West (3,500) I 
had to organise some meaningful 
way of continuing a ministry to 
Norseman (over 3,000) which is 135 
km away to the south. This entails 
travelling down every Sunday 
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afternoon, staying overnight and 
returning on Monday evening. 
During my time in Norseman I have 
meetings and interviews; visit the 
hospital; meet with the Ladies' Guild; 
teach scripture in school; run an 
after-school club for children and 
visit in the town. 

As the Churches of Christ, with an 
Aboriginal pastor, is the only other 
Protestant church now working in 
Norseman, members of other 
denominations look to us for spiritual 
leadership. It is a joy being able to 
minister to the small but enthusiastic 
congregation there, but one feels 
that there is so much being left 
undone. With such a mobile 
population and the existing social 
problems, together with the remote
ness of this community, it is an area 
of very real concern to me. 

The family, Anne, Angela and 
Grant, like myself, have had to adjust 
to the regular separations which the 
work here entails. This has been a 
new experience for us all, but seen as 
necessary if we are to be able to care 
adequately for the area. 

I have continued the Eyre Highway 
visitation through to Eucla, 
approximately 875 km away. This is 
an interesting and worthwhile 
experience and greatly valued by 
many of those contacted on the 
stations and at the motels, etc. 

One often wonders what would be 
the situation for Christian families in 
parts of Australia like this, if B.C.A. 
had not stepped in to provide for the 
lonely and remote, the opportunity of 
receiving a regular ministry of God's 
Word and of the Sacraments. 

N O T A B E N E -
In days of rising costs it is good that the "Real Australian" still meets the 

P.M.G. requirements for the bulk postage rate which is considerably cheaper 
than ordinary postage. One of the stipulations made is that those to whom it 
is sent are "paid up subscribers". We remind you that if you support the 
Society by using a box or sending a donation, your subscription is 
automatically covered. If you support B.C.A. by using your church duplex 
envelope, we would appreciate knowing this so that we can mark you as a 
subscriber. Please use the appropriate box below. 

Name 

Address 

•
Subscription, $ 1 . 0 0 \ _ , 
Donation s> Enclosed 

I I I now give to B.C.A. 
'— ' through Church envelope. 

I I Please delete my name from 
'—' the mailing list. 

Kambalda shopping centre Kambalda rectory 



"Sixteen inches (400 mm) of rain! 
The town is completely cut off. 
Prices of all food are high. Bread is a 
dollar a loaf." So said a radio 
announcement today about an area 
where B.C.A. is serving. 

That, says someone, is not for me. 
We thank God for those who are 

prepared to go (at cost to 
themselves) to small (or large) 
communities in the outback. The 
cost to the Society is becoming 
greater, too. 

A leading Christian magazine 
asked the question of the Church, 
"How long can we afford a ministry 
to isolated communities?" A church
man asked me the same question. 

While the ministry is spread so 
thinly now, we, in the Bush Church 
Aid Society, pray and believe that 
there should be no lessening of the 
opportunity for worship. Even now, 
many communicants have the 
availability of a service only about 
three times a year, depending on 
where they live. 

It is a costly service, but one the 
Society believes is very worthwhile. 
This year's budget is 14% higher 
than last. Every twenty dollars 
donation needs to be twenty-three. 
Every ten dollars should be eleven 
dollars fifty, and so on. 

Yet we go forward in confidence. 
We believe folk will help us. But, 

from the 
Federal Secretary 

much more, we believe that each 
individual is important to God 
wherever he or she lives. We 
constantly praise God for His help 
through 1975. 

Recently, the Reverend Chris 
Clerke tells of going to a lonely 
homestead three days before 
Christmas. The grazier said that in all 
his married life, he had never "been 
to Church" so close to Christmas. A 
woman, convicted by the Holy Spirit, 
at the time had no one to whom she 
could turn. It was when the B.C.A. 
missioner did come that she was 
ready to open up her heart and life to 
the Lord. 

Rain hindered one missioner from 
leaving a small settlement. He 
wanted very much to get home, 
naturally. A sudden unexpected 
bereavement in that tiny community 
gave him an opportunity he did not 
expect. 

Whatever the weather, the cost is 
worth it. 

Your friend, 

P.S. I am sure you will be 
interested to hear that a light 'plane 
has become available for use by 
Chris Clerke at Menindee. We will be 
glad to see as many as possible of 
our friends and supporters at 
Bankstown Airport on Sunday, April 
11th at 3.00 p.m. when the 'plane 
will be dedicated by Archdeacon 
Fillingham and officially named "Len 
Daniels". 

THE B.C.A. 
PRAYER 

0 Lord our God, help us to remem
ber those who live in the remote 
parts of our land. We ask You to 
bless those whom You have called 
into the fel lowship of The Bush 
Church Aid Society. Grant that, 
through the ministry of the Word 
and Sacraments, through healing, 
and through caring for the young, 
the message of Your redeeming love 
may be proclaimed, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A DAILY 
PRAYER 

0 God, we remember before You 
those whom You have called to 
Your service. We ask You to bless 

, assure 
them of Your Presence, and call 
others to stand with them in the 
task. Grant to them, as to us, the 
joy of service, the ability to achieve, 
and the serenity of Your peace, for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 
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PRAYER CALENDAR AND FIELD STAFF DIRECTORY 

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY. The Rt. Revd. K. B. Mason. 
1 Darwin — Pam Crew (nee Eagleton). 

DIOCESE OF N.W. AUSTRALIA. The Rt. Revd. H. A. J. Witt. 
2 Kununurra — The Revd. Keith and Mrs. Monica Wheeler. 
3 Derby — The Revd. Robin Burnand. 
4 Newman — The Revd. Dalba Primmer, Port Hedland (grant). The Revd. Kevin Hall. 
5 Dampier — The Revd. Bill and Mrs. Jocelyn Ross. 
6 Paraburdoo — The Revd. Graham and Mrs. Helen Thurley. 
7 Exmouth — The Revd. Bert and Mrs Thelma Wrightson. 
8 Murchison — The Revd. Bill and Mrs. Joan Hoare. 
9 Geraldton — Mr. Stan and Mrs. Dorrie Hummerston, — Diocesan Administrator. 

DIOCESE OF PERTH. The Most Revd. G. T. Sambell. 
10 Kambalda-Norseman — The Revd. Arthur and Mrs. Anne Horrex. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA. The Rt. Revd. S. B. Rosier. 
11 Cook Hospital — Pat Watts and Roslyn Schrader. 
12 Coober Pedy Hospital — Carol Allen, Michelle Blondel and Carol Ann Mauger. 
13 Coober Pedy — The Revd. Kerry and Mrs. Julieanne Medway. 
14 Leigh Creek — The Revd. Robert and Mrs Phyllis McEwin. 

DIOCESE OF TASMANIA. The Rt. Revd. R. E. Davies. 
15 Zeehan — The Revd. Ron and Mrs. Ann Robins. 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA. The Rt. Revd. B. R. Hunter. 
16 Broken Hills Boys' Hostel — Mr. Jim and Mrs. Ruth Stocks. 
17 Menindee — The Revd. Chris and Mrs. Marilyn Clerke. 
18 Wilcannia — The Revd. David and Mrs. Carlene Eastway. 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE. The Rt. Revd. R. C. Kerle. 
19 Ashford-Delungra-Tingha — The Revd. Noel and Mrs. Desley Boyce. 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON. The Rt. Revd. J . B. R. Grindrod. 
20 Moranbah — The Revd. Brian and Mrs Margaret Gibson. 
21 Winton — The Revd. Gil and Mrs. Marjorie Linden. 
22 Blackwater — The Revd. Stephen and Mrs. Pam Rigby. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH QUEENSLAND. The Rt. Revd. H. J . Lewis. 
23 Townview — The Revd. Albert and Mrs. Lareine Sage. 

FEDERAL SECRETARY 
24 The Revd. Theo Hayman. 

STATE OFFICES 
25 N.S.W. The Revd. Reg Langshaw, Mr. Laurie Calder, Miss Doris Smith, Mesdames 

Joy O'Neill and Dora Warwick. 
26 VICTORIA. The Revd. Barry Green, Miss Rosemary Renouf. 
27 QUEENSLAND. The Revd. Greg Ezzy, Dalby (Deputationist and Secretary). 

W.A. The Revd. Ted Doncaster (Deputationist). 
28 SOUTH AUSTRALIA. The Revd. Blair Grace. 

GENERAL 
29 Staff Replacements, The Council, State Committees. 
30 Box Secretaries, B.C.A. Supporters. 
31 National Home Mission Fund. 

• Readers will see from the prayer 
pages that the Reverend Ted 
Watkins is no longer at Strathgordon 
in Tasmania. Workers of the 
Tasmanian Hydro Electric Com
mission have been transferred to 
Tullah where they will be ministered 
to from Zeehan by the Reverend 
Ron Robins. Ted has taken an 
appointment at Lakes Entrance in 
the Diocese of Gippsland and will 
begin his work there in April. 
• Mr. and Mrs. Robert Crew were 
married at St. Peter's, Nightcliff, 
(Darwin) on Sunday, February 8th, 
during the Morning Service. Mrs. 
Crew is much better known to 
readers as Pam Eagleton. We 
extend our sincere good wishes to 
the happy couple. Pam will continue 
her work at Darwin and appears on 
the Prayer Calendar under her new 
name. 
• If you hear someone saying that 
Sister Carol MAJOR is serving at 
Coober Pedy, they are quite right! 
Major is the way to pronounce 
Mauger. There has been some con
fusion about all this and we hope 
this will straighten it out. 
• All friends and supporters of 
B.C.A. will be sad to know that Mrs. 
Clara Cameron, wife of Canon 
Ernest Cameron, passed away early 
in February. Mrs. Cameron had 
been in failing health for some time. 
Her long and close association with 
the Society was a reflection of her 

deep interest in and concern for its 
work. Our very sincere sympathy 
goes to Canon Cameron and his 
family. 

• We are glad to report that Barry 
Rainsford and Reg Clark have settled 
happily into their new parishes — 
Barry in the Diocese of Gippsland 
and Reg in the Diocese of Sydney. 

• As we go to press news has come 
that Sister Heather Heaver is to leave 
Yalata Aboriginal Mission in South 
Australia. 

• The 2nd Annual Rally in Brisbane 
is to be held on Sunday, May 16th, at 
Holy Trinity, Fortitude Valley. Bishop 
Wicks will be Chairman and Bishop 
Grindrod of Rockhampton will be the 
principal speaker. A new outstanding 
Audio-Visual will be shown. 

• David Eastway is also settling in to 
Wilcannia for B.C.A. and says, "Our 
attitude is B.C.A. — Beginning 
cheerfully and adapting." 

• Readers will be delighted to know 
that as a result of the sale of used 
stamps in 1975, just over $1,000 was 
received for B.C.A. work. Once again 
we express our sincere appreciation 
of all the effort that Miss Unwin and 
her helpers put into this particular 
venture. People are still buying used 
stamps, so please keep them 
coming! 
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WOULD YOU PLEASE NOTE -
The prayer calendar has been recast in some ways which will become 

obvious as you read through it. The names for field staff, etc., are as up-to-
date as the date of this issue. 

II 



COOBER PEDY HOSPITAL 

Michelle Blondel 
writes... 

Dear Friends, 
We can't be too grateful to you for all the interest you take in us; tne concern 
you have for us and your support in prayer as we seek to serve the Master as 
B. C.A. workers here in Coober Pedy. It would take a lot more space than can 
be made available to me to let you know adequately all that happens with us 
in the hospital, Medical Centre, etc., so I will content myself by describing 
a few pictures which I took recently. They appear on the page opposite. 
No. 1 is an overall shot of the "scene of our operations". In the foreground 
is the old hospital building. This is where in-patients are accommodated. 
Right behind is the new Medical Centre in which a good number of health 
services are available for residents and visitors. 
In No. 2 you see the new staff quarters which were completed last year. They 
have accommodation available for visiting medical and para-medical 
personnel. We have been provided with good and comfortable rooms which, 
being away from the hospital and at the back of the new building, make for 
greater quietness. Our big sitting room is well used for entertaining as well 
as for informal Bible discussion groups and for other purposes. 
No. 3 shows a scene which you often see at the hospital because children 
make up about fifty percent of our in-patients. A good number of the children 
are Aboriginal and overall we find that the Aboriginal people make up about 
fifty percent of our total in-patients each year. This is Sister Ann. Her real 
name is Carol Ann Mauger but she is referred to as Sister Ann because she 
and Carol Allen have the same first Christian name. Ann is the latest member 
of staff to be seconded to Coober Pedy hospital by B. C.A. 
No. 4. The X-ray machine and developing room are part of the new Medical 
Centre complex. Carol and I each have a licence to take X-rays which means 
that we do not have to wait for a doctor to come. The equipment has been of 
great value because it means that people who have suspected fractures do 
not have to travel the 650 km to Port Augusta for confirmation. We also do a 
limited amount of plastering but this depends on the severity of the fractures. 
In picture No. 5 you will see Mr. and Mrs. Ross McArdle and myself standing 
by the ambulance. This is used for normal purposes such as bringing in folk 
who have been involved in accidents or who have need of attention in the 
hospital or Medical Centre. It is also used for patients who have to be 
transferred by 'plane to Port Augusta by the Royal Flying Doctor Service. The 
McArdles are both trained ambulance personnel and are on the staff at the 
hospital. 

When you look at picture No. 6 no doubt you will be saying, "Not the 
dug-outs again!" We make no apology for showing them because they are 
vital in the development of the life of the church and its work in Coober Pedy. 
We look forward to the time when we will be able to use one of our own 
dug-outs for regular church services. 

We are all part of the church congregation and attend services each week 
when we are not rostered for duty. We are involved in the various activities 
of the church, especially in the Sunday School and Youth Club. We are also 
involved with the Women's Evening Club which is a community based group 
which exists to provide a new and different dimension in the life and 
experience of the people of Coober Pedy. Jenny Rainsford organised this 
group and we find it a most helpful means of getting to know people and 
sharing in fellowship with them. This is a good way to "build bridges"so 
that real communication can be established — a factor so necessary and vital 
in our Christian work and witness. 
At the present time we have no doctor in Coober Pedy so we are back to the 
situation where we work under the staff of the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 
The responsibility is greater for us because we have to diagnose and treat 
patients, but we are very conscious of the Lord's enabling power and help. 
There is still a lot of nursing challenge here in Coober Pedy. We have serious 
mining accidents and car accidents. Sicknesses seem to range from a sick 
newborn baby to the very elderly with pneumonia. As I write this we are 
looking forward to the arrival of the Reverend Kerry Medway and his wife 
to take up service amongst us. 
Do pray for the missioner and the nursing staff as each of us seeks to minister 
in our different ways to the people of Coober Pedy. 

Yours in Service, 
Michelle Blondel. 
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Reverend Robert McEwin, 
Leigh Creek 

ITS NOT 
CRICKET! 
"Rain — no play." "Match 

abandoned because of rain." — 
"That's not cricket! But is it cricket 
when in the area around Leigh Creek 
with its average rainfall of 8 inches a 
year, six scheduled trips have to be 
cancelled because of rain and that in 
a four-month period? While I am at it 
I may as well list a few other 
difficulties which surrounded an 
attempted trip (1,200 miles) through 
Innaminka and Birdsville. For over a 
week the temperature had been over 
40° Celsius (104° on the old scale); 
the motor in the Rectory air cooler 
burnt out; an air block developed in 
the Rectory hot water system and 
whilst I was out on the track I had to 
spend 22 hours under a tree with a 
flat battery and there was also a 
punctured petrol tank! Do I hear you 
saying, "It never rains but it pours?" 
Life under these circumstances is 
certainly varied and can be 
somewhat trying. You come to 

14 

realise that Bobby Burns was right 
when he said, "The best laid plans of 
mice and men gang aft agley." 
However, man proposes and God 
disposes! 

I realise that most of you who will 
read these words live in areas where 
roads are constructed and generally 
bitumenised. There's a good run-off 
and drainage for rain when it falls. A 
little or a lot of rain really makes very 
little difference in your area. In our 
area things are different. We have 
the magnificent total of about eight 
kilometres of sealed road plus a little 
well-made gravel road. The rest are 
strips of ground that have been 
graded till they are two to four grader 
blades in width and lots of them are 
just formed by traffic over the bare 
ground. 

We get local rain and a few creeks 
run; we get more widespread rain 
and it covers thousands of square 
miles. When this happens trips have 
to be cancelled and the diary 
rearranged. This isn't easy, for we 
have to plan a long way ahead. A 
cancelled trip can mean that a feeling 
of frustration gets hold of you and a 
mood of depression and despair 
creeps on. "Why does God allow this 
to happen to me?" you begin to 
think. That's a very tempting 
reaction, especially as it could be 
some months before you can re
schedule that cancelled trip. What do 
you do instead of going on the trip? 
Well, here is a group of C.E.B.S. 
leaders who have also been 
marooned — you play host to them 
or else you think ha! ha! I have some 
more time to get ready for the next 
commitment. 

But is that the end of the story? Is 
there no more to be said? Let me 
take you back to the time five 
months after we arrived at Leigh 
Creek. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

At that time a flying group was 
formed to enable the twelve or 
fifteen interested people to learn to 
fly. It was put to me that maybe I 
should learn also. But why? 
Obviously it's quicker by 'plane. It 
takes less than half the time of 
surface transport to cover any 
distance but it costs more! And it is 
expensive to learn! Also if it was to 
be of any value, I had to go on to 
become the holder of a private pilot's 
licence and this would mean some 
sixty hours of instruction and several 
exams. All the factors were carefully 
weighed, especially in the light of all 
the problems that were present. The 
idea of learning to fly seemed to 
press more and more strongly — it 
seemed that God was saying to me 
- "LEARN TO FLY". 

It all began on October 11th, 1974, 
and the final flight of the whole 
course was made on November 4th, 
1975. Between those dates there 
were many ups and downs — some 
of them should never have happened 
according to the instructor! At times I 
felt like giving up. There was the 

constant concern over finance and 
the question, "will it really be useful 
in the end" was always coming up. 

The money needed was provided 
in wonderful, nay, miraculous ways 
and more and more I realise now that 
when both the railways and the 
roads are out, it will still be possible 
for me to fly to the various places. 

Before I came to Leigh Creek, 
learning to fly was the last thing in 
my mind — now it is a most useful 
tool to be used in the proclamation of 
the Gospel and the maintenance of 
the Christian ministry. This was 
demonstrated very clearly in 
January. The rail and road links to 
Oodnadatta were out, but the 
scheduled visit was done because it 
was done by'plane! 

When God closes a door it is said 
He often opens a window. To us the 
cut roads and railways have opened 
a window of flying. We are grateful 
to God for His provision and we will 
seek His guidance continually as we 
seek to use all the means of transport 
available in the wisest possible way. 

A precious commodity on the Birdsville 
Track 

Rev. Rob McEwin prepares to fly 


