
Who will help my boy? 
One Sunday morning after 

preaching in a large church, a 
woman grabbed my hand, as I 
stood at the door, and with a tear 
in her eye said, "My boy is leav
ing home and going to a mining 
town in Western Australia. I am 
so afraid he will get in with a 
rough crowd. Do you have any 
missionaries who can keep an 
eye on my boy?" 

I asked this anxious mother, 
where her son was going and 
was amazed to hear her say that 
he was soon to go to Leinster. 
My reason for amazement was 
that I had just learnt that B.C.A. 
was to place a missioner and his 
family in Leinster to minister to 
the miners and station people of 
the Murchison. 

The woman uttered a cry of 
joy, when I told her we would 
have a man at Leinster who 

would follow up her son. "Thank 
you, thank you," she cried as 
she wrote down her son's name 
and the mining company he 
would be working for. 
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THE BIG 
DROUGHT 

Much of Australia's out
back has been in the grip of 
drought. 

Thousands of property 
o w n e r s , c o u n t r y busi 
nesses, and workers are 
on the brink of disaster as 
drought brings the bush to 
its knees. 

Rs we pray for rain and 
relief, we are reminded of 
the drought of God's Word 
among the people of the 
outback. 

Jackeroos, miners, and 
Rboriginala, are exper i 
encing the barreneas and 
parchment of life without 
God. Men and women in 
isolation need the water of 
life, the Good News about 
God's Love. 

Help B.C.R. to continue 
supplying God's love to a 
drought-stricken outback. 

What is Australia's biggest 
sin? 

Is it Abortion? Adultery? 
Homosexuality? Alcoholism? 
Drug Addiction? Or Racism? 

None of these in itself is, in 
my opinion, the sin of the cen
tury. As far as Australia is con
cerned, at least, this century's 
greatest sin is also one of the 
oldest. It is what the Bible calls, 
simply, covetousness! 

Secular writer, Jonathan King, 
puts it graphically in his book 
"Waltzing Materialism" — "We 
must stop breeding a nation of 
walking cash registers," he 
says, "with dollar signs for eye 
balls." 

Even the Church is affected. 
Time and again when people talk 
about faith they relate it to two 
major areas — the healing of 
personal bodily sickness or the 
meeting of personal financial 
needs. Again, there is the spirit 
of covetousness lurking around 
there somewhere. What about 
faith for money for the poor or 
the starving? To send out more 
missionaries? To stand against 
immorality and injustice? To see 
the Kingdom of God extend? 

The final and true hallmark of 
all genuine Christians is their 
love — and love is always ex
pressed in giving. 

The early Church was noted 
for its abandonment to giving. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

WALTZING MATERIALISM 

The B ib le says tha t 
covetousness is idolatory (Col. 3 
v. 5). Of course it is, for it puts 
something else before God! You 
can consider any of God's Com
mands that you like and behind 
the b reak ing of it l ies 
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covetousness! Theft, adultery, 
murder, l ies, disobedience, 
blasphemy — all arise from a 
desire for privileges, posses
sions or pleasures that really 
belong to others. 

Look at our daily papers, page 
after page entices you to buy 
what you do not have, and often 
do not need. 

No wonder Paul says that the 
love of money is the root of all 
evil (1 Tim. 6 v. 10). 

Yet today we see many of 
God's servants with handcuffs, 
ball and chain, because they are 
imprisoned to lack of resources 
in a country where there is more 
than enough; simply because 
God's people do not give. 

So maybe you have not got 
quadraphonic sound from your 
stereo. But if your giving has 
brought sinners to repentance, 
somewhere, you'll hear the 
sound of angels singing. And 
that's music that is hard to beat! 

Condensed from an editorial by 
Barry Chant. Reprinted by permis
sion from Australia's New Day. 

Recommended for further 
reading . . . "The Golden Cow" by 
John White, published by Marshall 
Morgan and Scott. 

"Waltzing Material ism" by 
Jonathan King, published by 
Harper and Row. 
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Stan and Dorrie Hummerston 
received a call from God almost 
25 years ago to serve with the 
Bush Church Aid Society. 

At a B.C.A. Rally, Stan and his 
eight-year-old son heard John 
Greenwood appeal for Hostel 
parents. Dorrie was home 
awaiting the birth of their third 
child. Sitting on the bed afterthe 
Rally, their son said, "Why don't 
we go and look after those 
children in the Hostels?" Shoo
ing their son off to bed, Stan and 
Dorrie talked and prayed and the 
following January they were in 
Port Lincoln looking after 30 
girls in a B.C.A. Hostel. 

Six years later, Stan and 
Dorrie were in Ceduna ad
ministering the Flying Medical 
Service and after five years they 
moved to the Diocese of North 
West Australia where they have 
served for nearly twelve years. 

Stan and Dorrie during their 
25 years with B.C.A. have con
sidered themselves to be a 
t eam. They have worked 
together in the Hostel, and in 
B.C.A. Administration, and are 
now together in the North West. 

Dorrie has had an involvement 
with Christian Women's Inter
national, which has taken her to 
most parts of the State, and just 
this year to Central Australia on 
Safari Tours. She is on the 

— 25 years with B.C.A. 

Regional Board of Western 
Australia, and in her travelling, 
what a joy it has been to meet 
some of the girls from the 
Hostel, still professing Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour. 

Stan's work has meant travel
ling over the Diocese, an area 
which extends from Geraldton 
to Kununurra. Stan has talked to 
many people about the forma
tion of the church, in the North 
West of Australia. He has been 
encouraging B.C.A. men who 
minister often without a church 
building, from a rectory, and 
hold church services in schools 
and in public halls. Christian 

ministry in the North West is 
faced with many difficulties, and 
not the least of course being 
finance. 

Unfortunately the church 
there is still an infant church. It 
is not yet time for the church to 
be self-supporting despite the 
great mining enterprises in the 
Pilbara. Christians sometimes 
come, just for a short period, 
sometimes people are con
verted to Christ and then they 
move on. So it will be for a very 
long time that B.C.A. will be 
needed in these areas to support 
many of our men and the church 
in its growing pains, as it seeks 
to make an impact for Christ in 
those towns. 

The Bishop of the North West, 
the Rt. Reverend Ged Muston is 
most concerned that th is 
Diocese undertakes more of its 
own responsibilities, but he is 
also aware of the great problems 
that we face in this area. We 
have been most grateful for the 
calibre of men the Bush Church 
Aid Society has sent to the 
North West and the unselfish 
way that B.C.A. supporters have 
given of their prayers and money 
for the Diocese of North West 
Australia. 

B.C.A. thanks God for the 
Hummerstons and their love for 
outback Australians. 



LIVING WITH CROCODILES, 
COCKROACHES AND 

B.C.A.'s new missioners at • T l v / I ^ I O 
Cooktown, the Reverend Bob 
and Mrs. Betty Gooch, have 
settled in to their new ministry 
after a warm welcome. 

Bob and Betty are rejoicing in 
God's provision through B.C.A. 
for them to m i n i s t e r at 
C o o k t o w n in far Nor th 
Q u e e n s l a n d . Desp i te a 
cockroach plague and the 
presence of a large python in the 
walls of the rectory, Betty is en
joying her role as co-pastor with 
husband Bob. Cuppas at the rec
tory, itinerant tourists and young 
folk looking for work, on the 
doorstep for food and counsell
ing, plus bush trips to surroun
ding stations and lunch with 
c rocod i les makes l i fe in
teresting. 

During one trip to Bloomfield, 
the Goochs stopped for a picnic 
luncheon on the river bank, 
amidst the mangroves. During 
lunch Bob and Betty heard a 
large splash, as if someone had 
dived in for a swim. All they saw 
was a V-shaped ripple in the 
water. Later they heard of 
s i g h t i n g s of two met re 
crocodiles and Betty exclaimed, 
"We must have had lunch with a 
croc just a few feet away — ho 
hum". 

Bob is kept busy with two or 
three church services a week in 
Cooktown and surrounding 

The Rt Reverend Hamish Jamieson, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Carpentaria, 
welcoming the Goochs to Cooktown. 

towns, re l ig ious educat ion 
classes in the area schools and 
numerous opportunit ies for 
prayer and counselling. God is 
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good. Recently a young woman 
came to the rectory asking for 
help. She had a blood-clot in her 
leg and was afraid it would move 
and kill her. Bob called together 
some of the local Christians and 
they prayed for this young 
woman at the church. Twenty-
four hours later, the swelling in 
the girl's leg had disappeared 
and so had the clot. 

A visit to Laura, a small town 
in the Cooktown Miss ion 
District provided Bob and Betty 
with another adventure. Laura, 
population 60, is 120 km from 
Cooktown. As you drive in to the 
town with its buildings made of 
tree trunks and corrugated iron, 
the locals in their front yards 
wave and call a welcome. Bob 
and Betty first cleaned up the 
hall and set it up for church and 
then visited the Quinken Hotel 
where they were to stop the 
night. (Betty was quite thrilled 
that the hotel now has dressing 
tables or "duchesses" as they 
call them in Queensland, a great 
improvement on their last visit). 
Bob and Betty, then visited near
by Olive Vale Station for dinner. 

After an uplifting church ser
vice and sleep in the hotel, the 
return journey to Cooktown took 
51/2 hours. Bob and Betty 
navigated flooded creeks, deep 
sand tracks and rocky boulders 
on the road. 

Praise God for the Goochs at 
Cooktown and pray for them in 
their ministry with B.C.A. in 
Queensland's far north. 
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On June 10th, 1770, Captain 
James Cook's barque, the 
Endeavour, struck a reef and 
was beached for 48 days for 
repairs. 

Today, Cooktown, with a 
population of about a thousand 
is perched on the banks of the 
Endeavour River, 338 km north 
of Cairns. As you walk along 
Charlotte Street, the ghosts of 
Cook and his 86 companions 
and 30,000 gold miners who 
struggled for their fortunes at 
Cooktown a 100 years ago, are 
but a memory. 

Cooktown is a quiet town 
struggling for the tourist dollar 
in tropical Queensland. B.C.A.'s 
first missioners at Cooktown in 
the Diocese of Carpentaria, the 
Rev. Bob and Mrs. Betty Gooch 
care for about 1500 isolated 
people over an area of about 
7,800 square kilometres. As well 
as Cooktown they visit 
Lakeland, Laura, Cape Flattery 
and Rossville/Bloomfield and 
share God's Love with isolated 
Queensland. 



Two years for $2! 
By Reverend Bill Ostling at 
Coober Pedy. 

A Coober Pedy opal miner told 
how he and his two partners left 
their jobs and security in 
Adelaide to try their hand at opal 
mining at Coober Pedy. Their liv
ing conditions were primitive, 
the work was hard, and they 
worked six days a week. Every 
week for two years the three of 
them dug with pick and shovel 
60 ft shafts in the sandstone, as 
they sought for their first elusive 
strike of opal colour. Finally, the 
great day came. They found their 
first opal. The parcel sold for $6, 
each man receiving just $2. 

For the majority of Coober 
Pedy miners there is no great 
reward or riches. Not many 
make what one would regard a 
reasonable monetary return for 
their effort and ingenuity. We 
might well ask "What is the at
traction that draws men and 
women to the Opal Fields?" It is 
not greed, for the greedy do not 
persevere. It is not the desire for 
an easy life, because a miner's 
life is not easy. For some it is 
the desire for independence and 
release from city pressures and 
bureaucracy. To most it is the 
former reasons with the fascina
tion of digging into God's earth 
with the hope of discovering a 
rich seam of brilliantly coloured 
opal. 

Bill and Gwen Ostling pictured with 
Catacomb Church leaders, Albert 
McCormack and Trevor Weatherill. 

B.C.A. m i s s i o n e r s the 
Reverend Bill and Mrs. Gwen 
O s t l i n g , m i n i s t e r at the 
Catacomb Church to 35 Chris
tian families and seek to show 
God's love to Coober Pedy's 
3,500 population. They also pro
vide an outreach ministry to 
some 14 sheep and cattle sta
t ions, five Aboriginal com
munities, Mintabi opal fields, 
and the new town of Maria. Bill 
and Gwen also have regular op
portunity of ministry to the many 
tourists who call to see the 
fascinating Catacomb Church 
building. Some have been B.C.A. 
supporters over the years and 
their visit brings to them fresh 
insights and enrichment for 
their prayer support. Others are 
Christians from other denomina
t ions whose fe l lowship is 
valued, whilst others are just 
plain tourists. Sometimes in the 
grace of God through their ques-

REAL AUSTRALIAN PLEA 
A number of our B.C.A. supporters 

have had problems with receiving "The 
Real Australian" in the mail. Incorrect 
addresses and receiving more than one 
copy of "The Real Australian" has 
distressed some people. Please accept 
our apologies on behalf of our computer, 
and advise us of any discrepancies 
relating to your issue of "The Real 
Australian". 

tions, these tourists enable us 
with an opportunity to witness 
to our Saviour and some of them 
have discovered the richest 
treasure in the world, the Salva
tion of God in Christ Jesus. 

One of our own Catacomb 
leaders descr ibed his ex
perience in this way, "I came to 
Coober Pedy to start a new life 
for my family and myself, free 
from all the pressures of 
telephone and self-centred 
people. I also came to find 
riches mining opal. The first 
goal I have largely achieved, the 
second I have missed, complete
ly, but better than my reasons 
for coming is that it was through 
our being in Coober Pedy, and 
the ministry of our B.C.A. mis
sioners, that we have all found 
Jesus Christ as our personal 
Saviour and rejoice in the riches 
of His Grace. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ means far more to us than 
all the opal in Coober Pedy. But 
it was through being here and 
through the love of B.C.A. we 
found Jesus and that is why we 
stay on at Coober Pedy, and 
mine here, so we can share the 
love of Christ in our isolated 
Opal Mining Community." 

FAREWELL 
DOT AND JOY 

Joy O'Neill and Dot Smith. 

After a total of 36 years ser
vice in the B.C.A. Head Office, 
Dot Smith and Joy O'Neill are 
retiring. Dot has served as per
sonal secretary to three suc
cessive Federal Secretaries, 
Ged Muston, Theo Hayman, and 
Wakely Wade during the past 12 
years. Joy has managed the 
B.C.A. Shop for 24 years and has 
been secretary to numerous 
N.S.W. State Secretaries and 
has endeared herself to many 
with her devotion to Christ. Both 
girls will be greatly missed at 
Head Office, but fortunately not 
lost. Dot and Joy have agreed to 
return for one day a week next 
year to update the B.C.A. ar
chives and also plan to travel on 
the B.C.A. Tour to the North 
West in July. 

We thank God for their faithful 
service with B.C.A. and wish 
them Bon Voyage as they travel 
overseas in early 1983. 



WAKELY WRITES . . . 
Dear Friends, 

The essence of Christmas is giving. It really sprang out of God's 
action which we recall at Christmas time. God so loving us that He 
gave His only Son to be born as one of us in order that as a man He 
could restore to us eternal life. 

During a missionary meeting back in 1835 a collection was taken. 
One sidesman who was helping to count the offertory later re
marked, "I wonder who put this card in the plate?" The other 
sidesman answered: "A young man sitting near the back of the 
church." The sidesman read the card and he then immediately took 
it to the minister of the church who held it up and read the words 
written on the card. It said quite simply "MYSELF", and was signed 
John Lewis Shuck. He thus gave himself to missionary work, and 
became the first Baptist Evangelist to China. 

Would to God that more Christians today would put themselves 
in the offertory plate, and give their all to God! The apostle Paul, 
speaking of the churches in Macedonia said they "first gave their 
own selves to the Lord". 

Have you put your whole self in? Jesus Christ did for you! 
There was something quite unique about the dedication service 

for the new Rectory and renovated parish hall in the Sydney suburb 
of Waitara earlier this year. In the experience of Bishop Donald 
Cameron it was the first time it happened. Although the Rectory and 
hall had not been paid off, the whole of the offertory at the dedica
tion service was given to the B.C.A. Hostel Appeal. The Parish 
Council had decided that as the parish building project and the 
B.C.A. Hostel extension and renovations were to cost approx
imately the same, the parish should exhibit its missionary concern 
by giving the offertory of the dedication service to B.C.A. 
Tremendous! Exciting and most refreshing, we are most grateful for 
this generous act of fellowship and faith. 

The two stories I have recounted above, one ancient and the other 
modern, one about an individual giving himself, the second about 
the congregation giving for the needs of others, leads me to call on 
young men and women to give themselves to Christ for missionary 
work, and to call on congregations and individuals to provide the 
financial means to see that the work of the Gospel through B.C.A. in 
outback Australia can go on unimpaired in these times of difficulty 
and yet wonderful opportunity. 

Wishing you a joyful Christmas, 

DON'T BACK OUT ON 
THE OUTBACK 
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B.C.A., along with many other 
Australian mission societies is 
facing a serious shortage of 
funds to continue bringing the 
Good News of God's Love to the 
660,000 people who live in out
back Australia. 

Our 1982 income is expected 
to fall $200,000 short of budget 
and we are fast using up all our 
reserves. 

In order to continue pro
viding Christian ministry, heal
ing and care of the young in the 
1980s and into the next century, 
B.C.A. appeals to its supporters 
to be fervent in prayer and 
generous in giving to B.C.A.'s 
exciting ministry. 

B.C.A. Council is prayerfully 
examining our finances, to see 
where savings can be made. We 
are desperate to try and avoid 
cut-backs which will effect the 
thousands who benefit from 
B.C.A.'s ministry in mining 
towns, Aboriginal Reserves and 
isolated sheep and cattle sta
tions. 

If every B.C.A. supporter in
creased their giving in 1983 by 
at least 10% and continues to 
give with yearly inflationary in
creases, God will abundantly 
bless B.C.A. into the 21st cen
tury. 

PLEASE USE THE ENVELOPE 
ENCLOSED AND PRAYER
FULLY CONSIDER THESE WISE 
WORDS FROM STAN HUM-
MERSTON. 

"The stewardship of money is 
one of the most important parts 
of commitment and has a vital 
effect on the rest of life. In prac
tice, a man or woman who uses 
their money faithfully for the 
Lord is unlikely to misuse his 
time, talents, education or in
fluence. The right use of money 
or possessions is one of the acid 
tests of our commitment to 
Christ. If Jesus is not Lord of all, 
He is not Lord at all." 



A WINDSCREEN PRIEST 
A Tribute to the late CANON CLIFFORD WILLIAM RICH 

Bill Rich from his youth, was a 
magnificent athlete and an 
energetic and gifted leader. An 
outstanding schoolboy sprinter, 
he ran second to John Treloar 
(who later represented Australia) 
in C.H.S./G.P.S. Championships. 
Whatever sport Bill chose to 
play, he gave of his best and ex
celled. In team games, he was a 
natural leader, and could inspire 
and encourage others to give of 
their utmost too. I had the 
privilege of knowing Bill from 
his early teens, having grown up 
in the same Parish. 

Cal led to the Ordained 
Ministry, he entered Moore Col
lege from St. Andrew's Summer 
Hill in 1949, and after graduating 
was ordained in 1952. It was 
while still a theolog assisting as 
catechist in the Parish of Sans 
Souci he met his wife to be, a 
wonderful helpmate over the 
years, Joan. 

After a curacy in Dulwich Hill, 
a term as Chaplain in the Mis
sion to Seamen at Port Kembla, 
and three years as the Rector of 
South Canterbury, Bill served as 
a B.C.A. missioner at Mount 
Magnet (Murchison Mission in 
North-West Australia). In 1959 
he was appointed N.S.W. 
Deputation Secretary of the 
Society, in which role his gifts 
as a speaker and an organiser 
became apparent to all. 

It was no surprise when the 
Organis ing Miss ioner , the 
Reverend John Greenwood ac
cepted the Parish of Coorparoo 
at the end of 1962, Bill was in
vited by the Council to become 
the 5th " C M . " from the begin
ning of 1963. Bill never ceased 
to be an organiser with a mis
sion to see that Christ was made 
known in Australia's outback 
and developing areas. 

During Canon Rich's period at 
the helm in B.C.A. nine mission 
districts or parishes were com
menced and staffed. The Moree 
School Hostel ('64) and The 
Coober Pedy Medical Centre 
('65) were opened, and substan
tial grants were made to four 
outback centres. 

With grace and courage hard 
decisions were faced by him 
with the necessity of handing 
over the Flying Medical Service 
based at Ceduna to the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service of S.A. in 
1968. 

Under Bill Rich's leadership, 
B.C.A. played an indispensable 
role in enabling the Church to 
meet the challenge of the influx 
of population in to North-West 
Australia with the mining, oil ex
ploration and other develop
ments there. Once when inter
viewed whilst making a flying 
visit to Mt. Isa, Bill described 
himself as the "windscreen 

priest" of North-West Australia. 
He paralleled himself with an 
American cotton farmer who 
drove from farm to farm and was 
called the "windscreen farmer". 
"That is the best way to describe 
myself," he said. "I go from 
church to church". A tangible 
tribute to his contribution was in 
November '66 when Bishop 
Howell Witt of North-West 
Australia made him an Honorary 
Canon of Holy Cross Cathedral 
at Geraldton. 

Bill resigned as Federal 
Secretary in 1969 and returned 
to parish ministry at Orange and 
then moved to Perth as Organis
ing Secretary of the Anglican 
Missionary Council of Western 
Australia. In 1979 Bill became 
the Rector of Subiaco, Perth 
until his death in March 1982. 

At memorial services Bill Rich 
was said to be a "Missionary 
Statesman" and "A true friend". 

Bill ran well and has breasted 
the tape, and the unfading 
crown is his. (2 Timothy 4:7). 

by B.C.A.'s Federal Secretary 
Rev. Wakely Wade 

TRKE US RWRY 
B.C.R. 

A number of our B.C.A. sup
porters have enjoyed some ex
citing holidays with Golden 
West Tours into the outback of 
Australia. 

"Great fellowship, fantastic 
scenery, loads of fun ... seeing the 
B.C.A. work has enriched my prayer 
life." Signed: Norene Harding, Lind-
field. 

"We have been to almost every 
B.C.A. centre on our B.C.A. tours. 
We know something of the prob
lems associated with isolation and 
harshness of climate. We loved the 
B.C.A. tours sing-a-longs and daily 
devotions." Signed: Hugh and Betty 
Robb, Warialda. 

Join us on one of our fantastic 
B.C.A.-Golden West Holidays in 
1983. 
(1) Wilcannia — Easter Week

end April, 1983. Motels. 
(2) Central Australia — May, 

1983. Camping. 
(3) North West Australia — 

July, 1983. Motels. 
For further information and 

bookings contact Golden West 
Tours, Katoomba. 
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POST & RAILS 
MILLERS TO LEINSTER 

We rejoice in the new appointment of 
B.C.A. missioners Reverend Don and 
Mrs. Celia Miller to Leinster in the 
Diocese of North West Australia. Don 
and Celia and their daughter Helen and 
son Brett are from Newport in the 
Diocese of Melbourne, and would value 
our prayers as they seek to establish a 
B.C.A. ministry in the parish of the North 
East Goldfields. 

ERROL IS CUTE 
The Reverend Errol Sorenson, our 

B.C.A. man at Mt. Magnet in Western 
Australia, recently wrote to tell us about 
a new musical group that had commenc
ed in the isolated parish of Mt. Magnet. 

A group of young people who are keen 
to reach out for Jesus in their area, have 
formed a music group. Errol asked the 
B.C.A. supporters for their prayers as 
this group gets itself together. He asked 
especially that we pray for a young 
woman who has a beautiful and true 
voice but is terrified about singing in 
public. Errol goes on to say that the 
young folk have also restored a forgot
ten talent in himself. Errol many years 
ago played the mouth organ and he has 
been rather stunned by the comments of 
the young people who think that whilst 
he is playing his mouth organ, he looks 
"cute". Errol continues, "Well I ask you, 
cute, it doesn't fit my self-image. I am 
not sure what I would rather, but, "cute" 

— YUK." 

ia 

MISSION TO LIGHTNING RIDGE 
A small Mission Team led by Stuart 

Robinson of Blackheath, conducted an 
eight day mission to Lightning Ridge in 
the August/September holitlays. The 
team consisted of David Wainwright 
(Castle Hill), Heather Browii (Belfield), 
and Kerry and Julieanne Medway (from 
B.C.A.). 

Highlights of the Mission were some 
Christian Films being shown at the local 
Drive-In to some 70 people. A Ladies' 
Spring Luncheon with 40 ladies gather
ing in the Church Hall. Heather Brown's 
testimony touched a number of ladies 
who empathised with her experiences. A 
Camp-Out for some 26 children led by 
David Wainwright at the 4 Mile Opal 
Field, with local opal miners offering en
couraging assistance in this activity. A 
Men's Dinner with 25 non church men at
tending. Nearly all the men said they had 
come because of the high regard they 
had for Les Fernance and his involve
ment in the Fire Brigade and Alcoholics 
Anonymous. Kerry Medway spoke stirr
ingly at the dinner saying "There are a lot 
of good men going to hell". This rocked 
many of the men, to say the least. 

The final Mission Service on the Sun
day in St. George's Church, was a mov
ing experience. Over 40 people packed in 
to the little Church and God poured out 
His love on many. During the Mission 
four men gave their lives to Jesus Christ 
and a number of other people were 
blessed. This Mission was a fine 
culmination of the faithful ministry of 
B.C.A.'s Les and Pat Fernance who have 
served in Lightning Ridge for the past 
four years. 

Anyone wishing to reach Tin Miners 
for Christ, may be interested in joining 
us for a B.C.A. Mission to Zeehan in May 
1983. Interested Christians please apply 
now. 

DERBY THANKS 
Our B.C.A. missioner at Derby, the 

Reverend Peter and Mrs. Betty Mills 
write that they have been thrilled at the 
number of letters and cards received 
from B.C.A. supporters all over Australia 
indicating prayer for Peter's recent il
lness. They praise God for a renewal of 
life in Broome, God has sent some 
dynamic people into the community this 
year. 

DUKE AT MIDDLEMOUNT 

CLERKES MOVE AT LAST 
The Reverend Chris and Marilyn 

Clerke are rejoicing that they have mov
ed to their new rectory at Leigh Creek 
South at last. After some delay Chris and 
Marilyn have settled in to their new home 
and are rejoicing in the new oppor
tunities that this will present in the ex
panding town of Leigh Creek South. 
Chris asks for prayer for a harmonious 
relationship with the new Uniting Church 
minister coming to Leigh Creek in 1983 
and praises God for a good team 
ministry with Willy Austin, an Aboriginal 
pastor who travels to Oodnadatta with 
Chris. 

A REMARKABLE LADY 
Mrs. Davey, formerly of Mulgoa, died 

recently in the Endeavour Hospital 
Springwood, N.S.W., aged 104. The 
original home of William Cox (the road 
builder over the Blue Mountains) called 
"The Cottage" was on her Mulgoa pro
perty, which she ran as a dairy. Mrs 
Davey was a faithful B.C.A. supporter. 
We thank God for Christians like Mrs. 
Davey, and rejoice in her spiritual con
cern for the people of outback Australia. 

TARCOOLA RENOVATIONS 
Marj. Dickson and Ros Jinks report 

from Tarcoola Hospital that the Hospital 
extensions and renovations are well 
under way. Some extra rooms and better 
accommodation is being added to the 
Hospital by the South Australian Health 
Commission. Work is expected to be 
completed by Christmas. 

B.C.A.'s John and Dianne Symons 
report of the opening of the German 
Creek Mine by H.R.H. the Duke of Edin
burgh in October. The Duke is pictured 
talking with some of the G.F.S. girls from 
Middlemount, a group which Dianne has 
formed and led during the past twelve 
months. John and Dianne are to finish up 
at Middlemount at the end of this year 
after two years of faithful ministry in the 
coalmining town. They would value our 
prayers as they seek God's will for the 
future. 

C.E.B.S. QUIETATHON 

Recently the boys from Peakhurst 
C.E.B.S. in Sydney held a Quietathon to 
raise money for their B.C.A. Project. The 
boys were participating in our B.C.A. 
Sunday School project, and one evening 
were able to be quiet for two hours and 
through sponsorship raised $213. Con
gratulations to leader Brian Shaw and 
the boys of Peakhurst C.E.B.S. 
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IN SEARCH OF 
LEN DANIELS 

Search ing the B.C.A., 
Australian War Memorial and 
Mi tche l l Library arch ives. 
Writing letters to England and 
trudging the dust of Wilcannia 
parish has been an enthralling 
experience in search of the 
B.C.A. legend of Len Daniels, 
Australia's first flying parson. 

The flight from Sydney to 
Wilcannia with Av Dev airlines 
via Parkes and Cobar took just 
under three hours. As we circled 
over Wilcannia, the snake-like 
Darling River curved its way laz
ily towards the horizon just as it 
did in 1929 when Len Daniels 
flew his Cirrus Moth up from 
Melbourne to Wilcannia. Upon 
landing at the Wilcannia air-strip 
I was met by B.C.A.'s missioner 
at Wilcannia the Rev. George 
Fuhrmeister and taken to the 
rectory for lunch with his wife 
Hazel. After lunch we set off for 
Tilpa, a small community on the 
Darling River, 140 km north-east 
of Wilcannia. Tilpa and a church 
service in the community hall. In 
1931, Len Daniels landed his 
plane at Tilpa to take a funeral, 
being the first aeroplane ever to 
land at this small town on, the 
Darling River. A propeller from 
the Cirrus Moth is mounted and 
on display in the local hall to 
commemorate the momentous 
event. 

Much rejoicing back at the 
Wilcannia rectory, as George 

Reverend George Fuhrmeister, holding 
the propeller strut of Len Daniels' Cirrus 
Moth plane, at Tilpa. George and Hazel, 
after four years as B.C.A. Missioners at 
Wilcannia, will retire in June, 1983. 
B.C.A. is looking for a mature couple to 
replace them. Is God calling you? 

and Hazel gaze dotingly upon 
their No. 2 grandchild, a lovely 
grand-daughter whose photo
graph has just arrived in the 
day's mail. Wednesday night in 
Wilcannia saw a family gather
ing in the St. James' parish hall, 
I was able to speak of our ex
periences at Coober Pedy and 
had the thrill of meeting with Dal 
and Mrs. Mann from a station 
some 50 miles out of Wilcannia. 

Dal, who was the son of Aunty 
Mann, Matron of the Wilcannia 
B.C.A. Hostel, remembers Len 
Daniels and spoke warmly of his 
ministry and of the early morn
ing runs he took the Hostel boys 
on back in the 1920s. 

Thursday to White Cliffs in 
time for lunch, and looking at 
the opal dumps and under
ground dugout homes, made me 
homesick for Coober Pedy. After 
a quick snack for lunch we drove 
to Glenhope Station just outside 
White Cliffs where I was able to 
meet Jack Turner, who was also 
a boy at the B.C.A. Hostel. Jack 
can remember when Len Daniels 
used to land at Glenhope and 
entertain the family on the 
piano. Len Daniels' favourite 
hymn was "Under the Double 
Eagle", and of course the kids 
loved to hear him play "Mac-
Namara's Band". 

A look at White Cliffs opalised 
plesaurious, tea at the George's 
dugout and church and then a 
midnight drive to Wilcannia 
dodging the kangaroos. No 
wonder Len Daniels wanted to 
fly! 

Kerry Medway 

Len Daniels' book "Far West" is to be 
reprinted under the title "Wings Over Wilcan
nia" in time for the centenary of St. James' 
Church at Wilcannia which will be celebrated 
on the Easter weekend in April 1983. Bishop 
Howell Witt is to be asked to launch this book 
as he will be the guest speaker at the St. 
James' centenary weekend. Golden West 
Tours are arranging some coaches to travel to 
Wilcannia, and White Cliffs, for the Easter 
celebrations in conjunction with the centenary 
of St. James' Church. Interested persons 
should contact Golden West. 

The Reverend 
Len Daniels 

B.C.A. Missioner at Wilcannia 
1923-32 

Len Daniels wrote 

"The Bush Church Aid 
Society emphasises the value 
Christ has set upon the human 
soul. The Never-Never is a land 
of far horizon and wide sweep
ing plains, and the people it 
holds in its grip are few and far 
between — sometimes isolated 
on lonely stations, sometimes a 
little group in a lonely derelict 
township. 

Christ, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, bids us Teed my 
lambs'. 

We (that is the supporters of 
B.C.A., and myself in the lonely 
journeys through the bush) 
endeavour humbly to carry out 
the urgent command of the 
Master." 

The Real Australian 
29th February, 1924. 
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PRAYER CALENDAR FIELD STAFF DIRECTORY 

'Ask anything in 
my name" 

CLIFFS TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
B.C.A. welcomes the appoint

ment of the Reverend Bruce Cliff 
as State Secretary for South 
Australia. Bruce and Judy and 
their two sons, Matthew and An
drew, have come from the parish 
of Stratford in the Diocese of 
Gippsland, and were welcomed 
into the family of B.C.A. at the 
recent Adelaide Rally. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY. The Rt. Revd. K. B. Mason. 
1 Darwin — Sanderson — Rev. Robert and Mrs. Rigmor George. 
2 Nungalinya College — Mrs. Gwen Newell. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA. The Rt. Revd. G. B. Muston. 
3 Kununurra — The Revd. Tom and Mrs. Carol Williams. 
4 Derby — The Revd. Peter and Mrs. Betty Mills. 
5 Newman (East Pilbara) — Rev. Arthur and Mrs. Pat Williams. 
6 South Hedland — The Revd. Clem and Mrs. Val Watts. 

Port Hedland — grant, The Revd. Peter Thompson. 
7 Karratha (West Pilbara) — The Revd. Roy and Mrs. May Buckingham. 
8 Wickham — Revd. Angus and Mrs. Anne McDonald. 
9 Paraburdoo (South Pilbara) — The Revd. Adrian and Mrs. Willemien Moore. 

10 Exmouth — Rev. Peter Harradence 
11 Geraldton — Mr. Stan and Mrs. Dorrie Hummerston — Diocesan Administrator. 
12 Mt. Magnet (Murchison) — The Revd. Errol and Mrs. Anne Sorensen. 
13 Leinster — The Revd. Don and Mrs. Ceila Miller. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA. The Rt. Revd. S. B. Rosier. 
14 Cook Hospital — Sister Margaret Walsh, Sister Ruth White (temp.). 
15 Tarcoola Hospital — Sister Rosslyn Jinks, Sister Maureen Jarvis and Sister 

Marj. Dickson (relief). 
16 Coober Pedy — Rev. Bill & Mrs. Gwen Ostling. 
17 Mid-West Mission — The Revd. Robert and Mrs. Phyllis McEwin. 
18 Leigh Creek — The Revd. Chris and Mrs. Marilyn Clerke. 

DIOCESE OF TASMANIA. The Rt. Revd. P. Newell. 
19 Zeehan — The Revd. Brian and Mrs. Denyse Roberts. 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA.The Rt. Revd. B. R. Hunter. 
20 Broken Hill Hostel — Mr. Jim and Mrs. Ruth Stocks and Allison Steep. 
21 Wilcannia — The Revd. George and Mrs. Hazel Fuhrmeister. 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE. The Rt. Revd. P. Chiswell. 
22 Lightning Ridge — The Revd. Les and Mrs. Pat Fernance. 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON. The Rt. Revd. G. Hearn. 
23 Winton — vacant as from 1/2/82. 

DIOCESE OF CARPENTARIA. The Rt. Revd. H. T. U. Jamieson. 
24 Weipa — The Revd. Lex and Mrs. Rhonda Carey. 
25 Normanton (Southern Gulf) — Vacant from July '81. 
26 Cooktown — Revd. Bob and Mrs. Betty Gooch. 

GENERAL 
27 Federal Secretary. The Revd. Wakely Wade. N.S.W. The Revds. Malcolm 

Babbage, Kerry Medway, Eric Atkin, Mesdames Margaret Denney. Jacqueline 
Griffiths, Dora Warwick, Nina Allan, Vivien Bentley and Margaret Sadler 

28 VICTORIA. The Revd. Alan Hoskin, Miss Chris Craig. 
29 QUEENSLAND. Mr. Allan Sauer (Hon. Secretary). 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. The Revd. Gordon Thomas. 
30 SOUTH AUSTRALIA — The Revd. Bruce Cliff, Miss Gwen Wundke. 
31 The President, Archbishop Donald Robinson, Chairman, Dean Lance Shilton, 

Honorary Treasurer, Mr. Ray Ctercteko, The Council, State Committees. 
Staff Replacements, Box Secretaries, B.C.A. Supporters. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

THE B.C.A. PRAYER 
O Lord our God, help us to 
remember the people who live in 
the remote parts of our land. We 
ask You to bless those whom You 
have called into the fellowship of 
The Bush Church Aid Society, 
and call others to stand with 
them in the task. Grant that, 
through the ministry of the Word 
and Sacraments, through healing, 
and through caring for the young, 
the message of Your redeeming 
love may be proclaimed, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. , 


