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CHANGES 

CHANGES 

CHANGES 

CHANGES! 

The Parish of North Eastern 
Goldfields, according to Don Miller, 
our Missioner based at Leinster, is 
in a state of flux. 

The shape of the ministry will 
change now with the closure of the 
Agnew mining operation. The town 
will remain in some form, probably 
with about 35 families in residence. 
This will mean a drastic change to 
the congregation — in fact, Don 
said it could mean that all but one of 
the present congregation may move 
on. We hope and pray that this won't 
be so, but also we must look at the 
position as a whole and put the 
Leinster changes in context. 

Don has had some great oppor
tunities of ministry in other areas of 
the parish. This excerpt from a past 
newsletter gives us some idea of the 
broad canvas that Don and Celia 
work on. 

'While we were at Mt. Margaret, 
we heard that Donny Robinson, one 
of the leaders in the Aboriginal 
revival movement, had had "the 
bone" pointed at him out near War-

burton, which is just this side of the 
S.A. border. Among those at the con
vention, there was a very real fear for 
his life. So Ron Abbott, the Uniting 
Church community worker with the 
Aborigines in Wiluna, and I decided 
to venture forth into these further
most reaches of the parish, about 
800 km from Leinster, and see 
whether there was anything that we 
could do to help, as they have 
almost no formal support struc
tures. On the drive out there, it was 
interesting to find that the Great Vic
toria Desert is not a desert at all but 
rather more mulga and spinifex 
country. We also prayed specifically 
that we would find Donny and his 
brother Terry who is another of the 
leaders, easily. So as we ap
proached Warburton, there was 
Terry broken down in the middle of 
the road with a broken fan belt. He 
had been on his way off the road we 
were on and if it hadn't been for the 
broken fan belt, he would have been 
hundreds of kms away. Ten minutes 
after we arrived a new fan belt 
arrived in a passing car. Praise the 
Lord how He works, even through 
car breakdowns. Well we found out 
that Donny had been quite ill but, 
with the prayers of those around 
him, he had recovered. But it was an 
important time of sharing with the 
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two of them about what was happen
ing on the Christian Aboriginal 
scene, and they both appreciated 
someone who was willing to stand 
with them at a time of need like that. 

While we were at Warburton, we 
had a meeting at night that will stick 
in my mind for a long time. We had it 
at their camp, which consisted of a 
few sheets of iron that were put up 
like a low fence as a wind break. The 
only light came from the campfire. 
Their only possessions were their 
bedding, a couple of pots and their 
Bibles. And yet these were men who 
had brought thousands to the Lord 
over the past three or four years. It 
was quite humbling to realise how 
much, even by comparison with 
other Aborigines, these people had 
given up to share the gospel, with 
almost no support from the wider 

other shelters. While we were there 
we found that Donny was almost 
totally grounded, as he didn't have a 
car. Terry wasn't much better off, as 
his car was unlicensed and had 
some work which was beyond his 
means to carry out before it could 
be. So he could drive around the 
desert tracks, as the police turned a 
blind eye to the Aborigines doing 
that, but he could't move out past 
there to where a lot of his ministry 
had been carried out in the past. So 
when we got back home, we put it to 
the people here and immediately 
they came up with the money to buy 
a car for Donny. A direct result of 
this was that he has been able to go 
to Wiluna and spend some time with 
the Christians there which has been 
a real blessing to them. Well the 
whole trip was a real eye-opener.' 
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church. I doubt whether few Chris
tian leaders would be so committed. 
Well it was a beautiful time of 
fellowship and singing and Ron and 
I were asked to share God's word. 

After the meeting we were asked 
to go and lay hands on some of 
those who were sick in some of the 

With Leonora growing from 300 to 
1200 over the past four years, with 
12 new gold mining operations 
opening in the past 12 months — 
the down-turn at Leinster — does 
not spell the deathknell of the parish 
. . . only that it will have new direc
tions and priorities in ministry. 



EHJIECTIONS 
RL SECRETARY WRITES 

My first encounter with B.C.A. goes back to 1957, nearly 
30 years ago, shortly after committing my life to Christ. 
Don Douglas, then B.C.A. Missioner at Port Hedland, 
threw down a challenge to men in the larger dioceses to 
come and serve in the vast Diocese of North West 
Australia. It would be tough, but very rewarding work! I 
remembered Paul's vision at Troas when, during the 
night, he saw a man of Macedonia begging him to 'come 
over and help us'. 

After he had seen the vision, Paul concluded that God 
had called him to preach the gospel across the Aegean in 
Macedonia. Don Douglass was my 'man of Macedonia', 
pleading earnestly for helpers to come over and reap a 
harvest for the Lord in the West. I knew then that God 
wanted me to serve Him within the fellowship of the Bush 
Church Aid Society. It would be a further nine years 
before that became a reality. God had to prepare me in 
heart and mind for such demanding gospel ministry in the 
bush. 

Following four years of theological training at Moore 
College, and my marriage to Jan, I was ordained deacon 
and priest by Archbishop T. T. Reed in Adelaide. God con
firmed the Tightness of this step as two valuable years of 
preparation were spent under the Rev. Theo Hayman at St. 
Matthew's, Kensington. Theo had previously served as 
B.C.A. missioner at Streaky Bay (1947-49) and at Ceduna 
and the Far West (1950-57). We are all deeply thankful for 
his distinguished leadership of B.C.A. as Federal 
Secretary from 1971 to 1980. 

From the comforts of suburban Adelaide, the Lord 
called me to the work at Leigh Creek and the Northern 
Mission — a mission area which covered some two-thirds 
of South Australia, three times the size of the British Isles 
and very sparsely populated. I was to be away from home 
some four to five months of the year and covered 40,000 
bush miles annually. We came to love and appreciate 
Bishop Tom Jones of Willochra and former Organising 
Missioner of the Society, especially when our second 
daughter, Jane, had to be flown to Sydney for specialist 
treatment. 

Continued over 
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Since the late 'sixties, our work has taken us 
variously to Woomera, then with C.M.S. as General 
Secretary in Adelaide, and over the past ten years in the 
parishes of Chatswood and Shellharbour within Sydney 
Diocese. 

Now in the providence of God I have accepted the role 
of Federal Secretary in the B.C.A. family, succeeding my 
good friend Wakely Wade who is rejoicing with the Lord. 
With the assurance of your prayers and personal support, 
we can confidently take up the challenge of 'bringing 
Christ to Australia'. If ordinary Australians are to be won 
for Jesus and folded into our churches, then you and I 
must be convinced that the gospel is still 'the power of 
God for the salvation of everyone who believes'. 

Enough reminiscing! What of the future for B.C.A.? 

A quick glance at the map reveals that the Society has 
about 26 centres of ministry in all States of Australia 
ranging from 

the newly emerging suburbs of Darwin, such as 
Sanderson and Palmerston, 

and now a fresh challenge in Tennant Creek, 

various parishes in the Diocese of North West Australia, 

Normanton, Winton and Quilpie in outback Queensland, 

Leigh Creek, Coober Pedy and the Mid-West Mission in 
S.A., 

a hostel for 25 young people in Broken Hill, 
Lightning Ridge and Wilcannia, 

Zeehan in the north of Tasmania 

to the hospitals at Cook and Tarcoola along 
the Trans-line staffed by dedicated Christian nurses. 

We are constantly praying for suitably qualified men 
and women with a strong desire to share the gospel, to fill 
the missionary vacancies as they arise. 

It needs to be said that B.C.A. is not a church but a 
voluntary society within the Australian Church. Bishops 
around Australia approach us for assistance with ministry 
in their outlying areas. B.C.A. responds by recruiting mis-
sioners and their families. Generally, we provide the full 
stipend, a suitable vehicle and travelling allowance. 
Parishes make whatever financial contribution they can 
back to the Society. 

It is our hope and prayer that these mission districts 
will soon become established and self-supporting. We 
recognise that a few centres will always need our help. 
Bishop Ged Muston and the Diocese of North West 
Australia have taken the bold step of reducing their 
dependence on B.C.A. by one parish every two years. Port 
Hedland was the first centre to become the full respon
sibility of the diocese under this new arrangement. 

As I begin to move around Australia, I look forward to 
meeting many of you in the wonderful B.C.A. family. My 
deep desire is to glorify Christ in these exciting days for 
the gospel. 

Your friend, 
ERNIE CARNABY 
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NUNGALINYA - UPDATE 

VIDEO WORKSHOP 
Passing traffic was surely 

amazed at the sight of the 
assortment of video cameras 
with operators developing their 
skills on trees, people and cars 
dur ing a week-long Video 
Workshop in July. The 21 par
ticipants included 13 Aboriginal 
people from the NT. and W.A., 
five literacy workers from the 
Summer Institute of Linguistics, 
and two pastors. 

The workshop was led by Roy 
Gwyther-Jones of SIL Media. He 
has p roduced v ideos on 
Nungalinya College and is cur
rently involved in video produc
tions in Aboriginal and Islander 
communities using local actors. 

The workshop began with 
basic rules of operating a video 
camera and recorder. This was 
followed by picture composi
tion, lighting, editing and an 

William and Marjorie Hall — Roper River. 

exercise in script writing. Each 
day, students had opportunity to 
develop the skills being learnt 
by 'hands on' use of a camera. 
To help develop the potential of 
video production by Aborigines 
themselves, the Bush Church 
Aid Society in the Anglican 
Church has provided funds to 
Nungal inya for a camera/ 
recorder which can be borrowed 
by Aboriginal church groups. 
This welcome assistance by 
B.C.A. was an outcome of the 
Pr imate's Consu l ta t ion on 
Aboriginal Ministry held at 
Nungalinya College in July 1985. 
The participants expressed the 
need for suitable Christian 
videos for use in their ministry. 
Since then, David Thompson of 
Nungalinya has produced 10 
videos of significant community 
events. 

REACHING INTO AUSTRALIA'S FUTURE 

Yesterday 

For more than 60 years, people in the Australian Outback have been won for 
Christ through the witness of B.C.A. Missioners. 
Isolated Christians in remote areas have received encouragement and fellowship 
through the ministry of B.C.A. workers. 
Throughout B.C.A.'s history, committed Christians have prayed and given to 
ensure that witness for Christ is given in Australia's outback areas. 

Today 

• People of the new outback — the mining towns and prospecting camps — hear of 
God's love from B.C.A. Missioners, Nurses, Hostel Parents and Specialist 
Workers. 

• Christians seeking to live out their faith in the isolation, heat and tension of 
rapidly changing industrial towns on remote properties and railway camps receive 
encouragement and support through B.C.A. 's ministry. 

• We are grateful to the many who now share in this ministry through their praying 
and by their gifts. 

Tomorrow 
• There are many questions in this area BUT you can be sure that . . . 
• The distances will be as great but the changes could well come faster and be 

greater, with more intense pressures. 
• More than ever, men, women and children will need to know the stabilising love 

and power of God. 
• YOU WILL HELP ENSURE THAT B.C.A. WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE 

MINISTRY AND WITNESS IN AUSTRALIA'S TOMORROWS BY 
INCLUDING THE SOCIETY IN YOUR WILL. 

FOR MORE INFORM A TION9 CONTACT THE B.C. A. OFFICE 
IN YOUR STA TE 
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FAREWELL 
* Sister Margaret Barnes as 
Sister-in-Charge of Cook and Mr. 
Jack Barnes as weather and 
maintenance man. Jack and 
Margaret have gone the 'extra 
mile' to see the renovations and 
additions to the hospital at Cook 
through to completion. The 
facility we have is not only just a 
great base for medical and 
spiritual ministry but must be 
the best looking and neatest 
property along the line — much 
of the credit for this goes to 
Jack and Margaret. Well done! 

* Tony and Barbara Pickering 
from the Hostel in Broken Hill 
back to Adelaide after three 
long, hard years of service. 

* Sister Ann Bolton from Cook, 
back to Melbourne in mid-
December. Ann and Jeff have 
been marvellous — Ann press
ing on in a difficult situation 
amidst the re-building of the 
hospital with her little son Mat
thew; Jeff in a consultive role to 
the building project, pitching in 
and helping when needed but 
most importantly he has instal
led the much-needed air-
conditioning system through 
the hosp i ta l and nurses ' 
quarters. 

* Miss Megan Woodward from 
the Sydney Office staff to retail 
work at Chatswood, Sydney. 

is 

* Rev. Chris and Marilyn Gierke 
f rom the i r m i n i s t r y at 
Gnowangerup in W.A. Chris will 
be taking up the Parish of 
Mascot early in 1987. The 
Clerke's have been with B.C.A. 
since 1972 at Menindee, then at 
Leigh Creek for seven years 
be fore two years at 
Gnowangerup. 

* Errol and Anne Sorrenson 
from Derby but not from B.C.A. 
Errol and Anne have moved to 
Kununurra for the five months 
between Peter Harradence's 
departure and the Lamonts' 
arrival in February. The Sor-
rensen's will then provide a 
locum tenens ministry co
ordinated by B.C.A. 

SYDNEY WOMEN'S AUXILIARY 
* The auxiliary members invite 
all interested folk to their Open
ing Communion Service for 
1987. The service will be in the 
side chapel of St. Andrew's 
Cathedral , on Wednesday, 
February 18, 1987 at 10.30 a.m. 
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WELCOME 
* Rev. Bob and Mrs. Sue Witten 
from Quir indi in Armidale 
diocese to go to Quilpie. Bob 
and Sue have three children, 
Daniel (11), Timothy (9) and 
Emily (7), and have seen ministry 
in Mungindi and Boggabilla, so 
have well qualified for a bush 
ministry. They start in February 
1987. 

* Welcome! but not really a 
new starter. Rev. Tim and Mrs. 
Kerrie Brownscombe have been 
with B.C.A. in training for some 
years. Tim and Kerrie are to take 
up their first B.C.A. task at Ten-
nant Creek in Northern Territory 
in February 1987. Tennant Creek 
has only recently become a 
focus of ministry for B.C.A. The 
Bishop, the Parish and B.C.A. 
are all looking forward to the 
Brownscombe's energetic-style 
ministry. The Tennant Creek 
ministry stands with the other 
B.C.A.-supported Northern Ter
ritory parishes in Palmerston 
and Sanderson, although it is 
very much different, having been 
established for many years. 
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* Rev. Bob and Mrs. Phyllis 
Collie, from North Balwyn in the 
Diocese of Melbourne, to 
Wilcannia. Bob has produced 
many tracts and leaflets for use 
by Christians and hopes to con
tinue that ministry through the 
printed word while in Wilcannia. 

* Mrs. Michele Peacock to the 
Sydney Office staff as the 
General Secretary's secretary. 

* Deaconess Daphne Robey, 
from Hobart, to Zeehan. Daphne 
will be in Zeehan for a 'short 
term', somewhere between one 
and two years. It is great that we 
can continue the ministry on the 
West Coast in this way. Daphne 
with Helen Plumb (based in 
Sydney Office) join all the 
Deaconesses and Parish sisters 
who have pioneered and main
tained ministry with B.C.A. over 
its six and half decades of ser
vice to the Australian Church. 

13 



T H E B.C.A. PRAYER 

O Lord our God, help us to 
remember the people who live in 
the remote parts of our land. We 
ask You to bless those whom You 
have cal led into the fe l lowship of 
The Bush Church Aid Society, 
and call others to stand wi th 
them in the task. Grant that, 
through the minist ry of the Word 
and Sacraments, through heal ing, 
and through caring for the young, 
the message of Your redeeming 
love may be procla imed, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER CALENDAR FIELD STAFF DIRECTORY 

WELCOME TO COOK 
S i s t e r C a t h y W a t e r s is f r o m 

Warr imoo in the Blue Mounta ins, west 
of Sydney, and has offered for a short 
term to help out at Cook. 

Cathy is an answer to many prayers 
about our staff shortage at Cook. 
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NORTHERN TERRITORY 
Diocese of Northern Territory — Rt. Rev. C. Wood. 

1 Sanderson — Rev. Robert and Mrs. Rigmor George. 
2 Palmerston — Rev. Ron and Mrs. Margaret Bundy. 
3 Tennant Creek — Rev. Tim and Mrs. Kerrie Brownscombe. 
4 Diocesan Secretary/Treasurer — Mr. Ian Moore. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Diocese of North West Australia — Rt. Rev. G. B. Muston. 
5 Kununurra — Rev. Murray and Mrs. Jane Lamont (from Feb. 1987) 
6 Derby — Vacant. 
7 Newman (East Pilbara) — Rev. Arthur and Mrs. Pat Williams. 
8 South Hedland — Rev. Peter and Mrs. Alison Moss. 
9 Karratha (West Pilbara) — Rev. George and Mrs. Jacqueline Sansom. 

10 Wickham — Rev. Angus and Mrs. Anne McDonald. 
11 Paraburdoo (South Pilbara) — Rev. Gordon and Mrs. Ann Hargreaves. 
12 Mt. Magnet (Murchison) — Rev. Greg and Mrs. Rhi Jones. 
13 Leinster — Rev. Don and Mrs. Celia Miller. 
14 Diocesan Registrar — Mr. Martin Weatherston in Geraldton. 

Hon. B.C.A. Secretary for W.A. — Rev. Peter Brain. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

15 State Secretary of S.A. — Rev. Bruce Cliff, Mrs. Jocelyn Phillips. 
Diocese of Willochra — Rt. Rev. S. B. Rosier. 
16 Coober Pedy — Rev. Martin and Mrs. Vivien Bleby. 
17 Mid-West Mission — Rev. David and Mrs. Margaret Griffin. 
18 Leigh Creek — Rev. Des and Mrs. Judi Arthur. 
19 Hospitals: Cook Hospital — Sister June English, Sister Cathy Waters. 

Tarcoola Hospital — Nurses Mr. Keith and Mrs. Rhonda Anstee. 
VICTORIA AND TASMANIA 

20 State Secretary for Vic. and Tas. — Rev. Alan Hoskin, Mrs. Margo Bright. 
Diocese of Tasmania — Rt. Rev. P. Newell. 
21 Zeehan — Deaconess D. Robey. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
22 State Office, N.S.W. and General Secretary — Rev. Brian Roberts. 

Hon. B.C.A. Queensland State Secretary — Mr. Allan and Mrs Annette 
Sauer. 

Diocese of Riverina — Rt. Rev. B. R. Hunter. 
23 Broken Hill Hostel — Mrs. May Morrow. 
24 Wilcannia — Rev. Robert and Mrs. Phyllis Collie. 
Diocese of Armidale 
25 Lightning Ridge — Rev. Cliff and Mrs. Megan Ainsworth. 

QUEENSLAND 
Diocese of Brisbane — The Most Rev. J. Grindrod. 
26 Quilpie — Rev. Bob and Mrs. Sue Witten. 
Diocese of Rockhampton — Rt. Rev. G. Hearn. 
27 Winton — Rev. Michael and Mrs. Libby Birch. 
Diocese of Carpentaria — Rt. Rev. A. Hall-Matthews. 
28 Normanton — Rev. John and Mrs. Jennifer Summerell. 

B.C.A. HOUSE, SYDNEY 
29 Federal Office — Rev. Ernie Carnaby, Miss Margaret Woolcott. 

Home Base Staff — Mr. Peter Oram, Sister Helen Plumb, Mr. Jim 
Gosbee, Mesdames Vivien Bentley, Jacqueline Griffiths, Michele 
Peacock, Margaret Sadler. 

ABORIGINAL MINISTRY 
30 Nungalinya College — Mrs. Sandra Kinslow. 

Bimbadeen College — Pastor Graham Paulson. 
COUNCIL, EXECUTIVE, SUPPORTERS, BOX SECRETARIES 


