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From the Federal 
Secretary . . . 

A keen supporter from Armidale 
asks: "How will the rural exodus 
affect B.C.A.?" The short answer is 
— more requests for help from rural 
parishes! e.g. the parish of the Upper 
Clarence in northern N.S.W. with its 
hard hit industries of timber, beef 
cattle, dairies and mining. Formerly 
three parishes, now one large rural 
parish based on Bonalbo. B.C.A. has 
offered financial help for three years 
to keep the ministry going. 

CRISIS/RECESSION 
A crisis in the rural sector and 

therefore problems in maintaining 
rural ministry? Sure! Broken farmers 
walking off their properties in the 
marginal wheat belt areas. Graziers 
forced to shoot sheep to reduce over
all numbers. The floor price of wool 
drastically cut. Some country rail ser
vices axed. Drought, floods, fire, 
poor markets for wool and wheat, 
and high interest rates, seriously 
affect rural communities. 

RESPONSES 
What positive Christian response 

can we make to the crisis? First, look 
at ways whereby the local congre
gation and diocese can respond to 
needs in the community and rural 
parish. Be bold and imaginative in 
our approach! Strive to build up the 
body of Christ in co-operation with 
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other local churches. Structure Sun
day worship with rural people in 
mind. Focus on Christ. Make the 
most of baptisms, weddings, funerals 
and special days like Christmas, 
Easter and Anzac Day. Participate in 
social events and initiate our own. 
Plan some small groups for sharing, 
Bible study and prayer. 

Second, plan for ministry in the 
long term. It is essential that we 
develop and train lay ministry in rural 
parishes. Every theological college 
provides correspondence courses in 
theology and pastoral care for lay 
people, be they farmers, graziers, 
housewives, teachers or mechanics. 
Training is also available in sharing 
our faith. 

Parishes will have to move into lay 
ministry as financial resources are 
depleted. Future ordained ministers 
will need extra training to assist them 
in understanding issues of rural min
istry, e.g. station visiting. 

Where competent rural clergy and 
effective lay ministry work together, 
a lively Christian community will 
often result. Several B.C.A. clergy 
have been farmers (Colin Nelson, Ian 
Robertson and Bob Witten) as well as 
a wool classer, butcher and rural sci
ence teacher. Excellent backgrounds 
for rural ministry! 

The challenge ahead for rural par
ishes is a daunting one. However, like 
the Winton parish, local people are 
meeting Jesus, Christians are wit
nessing to their faith and spiritual 
growth is evident. B.C.A. has a deep 
concern for effective rural ministry 
which advances the kingdom of 
God. 

Striving together for the faith of 
the gospel. 

ERNIE CARNABY 
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B.C.A. notables face the crease in Adelaide 
(see page 4). 

Top: Ernie Carnaby. 
Below: Bp Ged Muston. 



9 IAMSA/ uo44/ could/ hmt£/ men/ tnme/! 
(Report on Staff Conference — Adelaide 1991) 

Then on the other hand, having 
22,000 supporters at the B.C.A. 
Field Staff Conference may have 
been a bit difficult. 

As it was 45 adults and 25 children 
(including teenagers) gathered for 
four days of fellowship and in-service 
training. They came from eight of the 
eleven dioceses in which B.C.A. 
works. The Careys probably had the 
longest drive from Winton. The 
Lamonts trip from Kununurra was 
further but was a lot easier — by 
plane. 

The programme was a feast of 
good things. Bible studies in 
Philippians by Bishop Muston, wise 
counsel in building relationships by 
Bishop Rosier. Other inputs came 
from Reverend Kevin Giles and Mrs 
Rigmor George. However, the short 
reports from each of the fields rep
resented were the highlights of the 
programme. We heard telling 
accounts of the ministry in a variety 
of circumstances. Lex Carey told of 
the ministry teams that are having an 
impact for the Kingdom both inside 
and outside his vast parish. 

Bob and Phyllis Collie enthralled 
us with their account of life and work 
in the Wilcannia Parish with over 300 
stations scattered over an area half 
the size of Victoria. 

Ron Ross shared something of the 
agony involved in bringing the Gos
pel of hope to people who seemed 
certain to lose their properties 
because of the continuing drought 
and rural crisis, 

Greg Thompson struck a different 
note as he described progress in the 

church family in Sanderson. This sub
urban Darwin parish (established 
with B.C.A. support) plans to be debt 
free and self supporting by the end of 
1992. 

Perhaps one of the most demand
ing tasks in B.C.A. is at the School 
Children's Hostel at Broken Hill. 
David Bull outlined the ministry that 
he shares with his wife Elizabeth and 
Simon and Susan Heath. Coping 
with 26 school age children brings its 
challenges but the enthusiasm for the 
task reflected by the staff augurs well 
for the young people in this place. 

Three of the five nursing staff from 
the two B.C.A. hospitals were there. 
It is a special ministry in those iso
lated communities. The people of 
Cook and Tarcoola see Christian love 
demonstrated as the nurses live 
among them caring for much more 
than their physical needs. 

Space precludes me from mention
ing all those who spoke of their work 
but the overall impression was one of 
an exciting enthusiasm for the King
dom of God. It certainly was an 
enriching experience to share 
together and to be encouraged by one 
another as we each face the various 
pressures brought upon us by differ
ent circumstances. 

As I said at the beginning I wish 
you could have been there. Perhaps 
this short report will inspire you to 
accept the privilege of involvement 
with these people through your 
prayers. 

REV. BRIAN VINEY 
(Victorian Secretary) 
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I came to the Hostel in 1990 and 
went to Sacred Heart College. I came 
here in Year 5. My Mum sent me here 
because I was bored on School of the 
Air. I live on a station just the other 
side of Wilcannia called "Murtee". I 
really have a great time here at 
B.C.A. I like my new room mates and 
my old ones, and all the other kids. 
We all have our ups and downs. Any
way, I really like the Hostel a lot. So I 
am signing off. 

Bye, 
Francie Davies. 

Hi, our names are Kelly and 
Shelley we live at the B.C.A. Hostel. I 
(Kelly) come from Wilcannia which is 
200 km north east of Broken Hill. I 
go to Broken Hill High School and I 
am in Year 9 (14 years old). Life at 
the Hostel is okay, but sometimes it is 
very boringl But most of the time it is 
fun. Susan, Simon and David are very 
understanding and do everything 
they can to give us the best in life. 

I (Shelley) come from Wanaaring. 
My parents own a station 72 miles 
out of Wanaaring, the name of the 
station is Wonga. That is 450 miles 
from Broken Hill. I go to the Broken 
Hill High School. I am in Year 9,1 am 
16. Well, what I think of the Hostel is 
it is okay, but I think it could be better 
in ways. Susan, Simon and David are 
understanding and care for us all. We 
like the place and don't plan on leav
ing yet! 

Daniel, Leslie, Tom, Michael S. with Peter. 
They're a weird mob! 

We need books! Can you help? 
Susan Heath writes: 
"Unfortunately most of the textbooks we had were out of date. We had a 

big clean up! We urgently need old maths, science, geography, history, Eng
lish and language textbooks. Preferably published after 1975. Languages 
currently studied by students at the Hostel are French, German and 
Indonesian. We also would like primary school readers and children's pic
ture books. Hovels would also be treasured, popular favourites such as 
Famous Five, Hardy Boys and the current rage appears to be the Babysitters 
Club. We'd sure appreciate help from the B.C.A. family." 

ED: Books can be sent direct to the Hostel 
c/- PO Box 214, 
BROKEN HILL 2880 

OR 
Left at the State office nearest you. 

Bookshelves drawn by Danny Hayes (Year 7) from a station near White Cliffs, a new bov at the 
Hostel in 1991. y 
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HOW DID WE GO? HOW DOES B.C.A. RECEIVE AND SPEND ITS INCOME? 

Here are the figures for our last financial year ending 31.12.90. 
We praise God for providing the funds we need to meet our budget. 

Operating Income 1990 

* Operating Income: 

Stipend Contributions 
Legacies 
Dividends and Interest 
Hostel 
Medical 
Other sources 

(Stamps $5959) 
Rental 
N.S.W. 
Queensland and Nth. N.S.W. 
Victoria and Tasmania 
South Australia 
Western Australia 

23,794 
303,927 
284,448 
59,486 
16,028 
50,884 

11,473 
417,629 
105,542 
218,811 
64,378 
27,972 

Dividends and Interest 18% 

$1,584,372 Hostel 4% 
Medical 1% 

Other Sourcls 3% _ 

Rental [% 

N.S.W. 26% 

Legacies 19% 

Stipend Contributions 1% 

Western Australia 2% 

South Australia 4% 

Victoria & Tasmania 14% 

Queensland & North N.S.W. 7% 

* Operating Expenses: $1,585,402 

Diocesan Grants 
Mission Districts 
Hostel 
Removals 
Admin, and Federal 
"Real Australian" 
National Publicity 
N.S.W. Office 
Victorian Office 
Sth. Aust. Office 
Queensland Office 
Western Australia 
Prayer Notes 
Depreciation 

15,500 
745,107 
83,829 
21,578 

250,733 
60,086 
27,370 
83,467 
94,214 
77,490 
47,242 

1,065 
19,107 
58,614 

Operating Expenses 1990 
Mission Districts 47% 

DEADLINE PROVISION!! 
On 31 December, the last day of our financial year, B.C.A. was 
$150,000 behind budget! In that day's mail were two cheques 
from solicitors totalling $150,000; the legacies of two sup
porters! We were overcome with thankfulness to God for His 
provision through the thoughtfulness of two of our members. 

* Hostel 5% 

removals 1% 

Admin tration & Federal 16% 

Diocesan Grants 1% 
Depreciation 4% 

- Prayer Notes 0.999% 
W.A. Office 0.001% 

Queensland Office 3% 

"Real Australian" 4% 

National Publicity 2% 

S.A. Office 5% 

Victorian Office 6% 

N.S.W. Office 5% 
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POST & RAILS 

HOSPITALS 

* Following a year on the 
Transline, Sr. Jane Parker 
left in April. We thank God for 
her willingness to serve Him 
there. Jane has been replaced 
by a local from "Common
wealth Hillw Station, Sr. 
Meryl Burden, no stranger to 
the B.C.A. hospitals. 

PERTH AND 
BUNBURY 
DEPUTATIONS 

* The Rev. Joe Mullins with 
his wife Edith, will be visiting 
parishes on Deputation in 
both Dioceses between July 
and September. They will 
have up-to-date news on many 
B.C.A. supported centres as 
they're driving from Canberra 
almost around Australia. Joe 
and Edith are no strangers to 
B.C.A.! They have an enthusi
asm for the Lord and a great 
concern for people in remote 
Australia. 

CURATE FOR BLUFF 
POINT (GERALDTON) 

* On July 21, Jon Reinertson 
will be ordained in the 
Geraldton Cathedral. He will 
serve as Curate with Bill Ross 
at Bluff Point for several 
months with his wife Rae. 
B.C.A. will provide Jon's sti
pend during this period. Do 
pray for Jon and Rae as they 
commence Ministry in the Dio
cese of N.W. Australia. 

10 

The Rev. Joe and Mrs Edith Mullins. 

FEDERAL OFFICE 

* On May 7, Mrs. Eileen 
Darbin commenced duties in 
Sydney as Secretary to the 
Federal Secretary, replacing 
Mrs. Margaret Woolcott. We 
warmly welcome Eileen to the 
B.C.A. team. 

VICTORIAN A.G.M. 

* The Rev. Brian Viney pre
pared a three-course meal for 
180 B.C.A. members who 
gathered at St. Barnabas 
Balwyn on 22 April for the 

Victorian Dinner and Annual 
Meeting. This was no cheese 
on toast and cup of soup 
affair! A magnificent spread 
with an enjoyable programme. 
Brian was assisted in the 
kitchen by Margot and Jill. . . 
but he did all the cooking! The 
Rev. Brian and Mrs. Joy 
Harding brought us up to date 
with the happenings at 
Parraburdoo. The evening 
was chaired by the Vicar, The 
Rev. Douglas Stevens, who 
was of great help during the 
day setting up all of the tables 
and chairs and going well 
beyond the call of duty. 
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MT. MAGNET 

* Phil Bassett was involved in 
a nasty car accident in March. 
We praise God that he sur
vived to tell the story! Pray for 
Philip and Margaret as they 
travel 1000 km per week. 

QUILPIE 

* All three junior Wittens 
(Emily, Daniel and Timothy) 
have settled well into boarding 
school for the year. Probably 
unrelated, Bob has recently 
recovered from a nasty bout of 
shingles. There has been a 
large turnover of people in 
town, reflected in a drop in 
those attending Sunday 
School. The Teen Club and 
Know Your Bible Group have 
died. On the brighter side, a 
Christianity Explained Group 
began in February with 12 to 
14 attending. 

NEWMAN 

* After a good break in Perth, 
Raymond and Betty Lou are 
well and truly on with the job. 
They've had two Prayer and 
Planning days for the Decade 
of Evangelism. 

ROXBY DOWNS 

* After holidays and depu
tation around Sydney, Colin 
and Ruth were back to a busy 
time with huge distances, early 
mornings (4.15 a.m. driving to 
Port Augusta for a Prayer 
meeting!), new groups and 
new people in Church. The 
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Church at Roxby has to make 
hard decisions about a church 
building and commencing a 
Christian school. 

SOUTH HEDLAND 

* The Arthurs had holidays in 
Perth over Christmas and 
returned to find many from the 
Congregation had left town, 
with no new arrivals. They've 
recently sponso red the 
Dobson Video series "Focus 
on the Family". Plans are in 
hand for a special outreach in 
'92 in conjunction with the 
local Baptist Church. They 
desperately need rain. 

CATHERINE ROSS 

* We t h a n k God for 
Catherine's escape from seri
ous injury after rolling her car 
in April. How much our field 
staff need your prayer 
support. 

KUNUNURRA 

* The congrega t ion is 
growing after the opening of 
the new church building in 
'90. Long-time residents 
who've never attended before 
are now joining in. 

COOBER PEDY 

* It is not easy ministering to 
50 different nationalities! A 
new craft group has begun as a 
means of outreach. 

TENNANT CREEK 

* The Warrego Mine is to 
close in September, meaning 
the loss of many jobs . . . 
resulting in a shrinking com
munity. Tim Brownscombe's 
one day a week at the TAFE 
has finished. 

WINTON 

* There is great enthusiasm 
with the desire of many church 
members to share in services, 
as well as forming "ministry 
teams" visiting other centres 
and other towns; with the pur
p o s e of t e a c h i n g and 
evangelism. 

WILCANNIA 

* Bob and Phyllis Collie have 
worked hard to establish 12 
homestead services, meeting 
two or three times a year 
around a parish the size of 
Tasmania! They are hoping to 
establish yet another five such 
home-based groups. 

BROKEN HILL 

* Following a Confirmation 
Service involving one of the 
students at the Hostel, another 
asked, "How do I get cruci
fied?" The reply quickly came: 
"We can arrange that, but you 
mean confirmed." 

1 1 



WINNING AUSTRALIA FOR CHRIST 

THE B.C.A. PRAYER 
O Lord our God, help us to remember those who live in the remote 
parts of our land. We ask you to strengthen and encourage all 
whose ministries are supported by The Bush Church Aid Society. 
Refresh them in times of discouragement and loneliness and call 
others to stand with them in the task of making Christ known. 
Grant that, through the ministry of the Word and Sacraments, 
through medical work, through service and by caring for the 
young, the message of your redeeming love may be proclaimed, 
and accepted by the people throughout our land. We ask these 
things through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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PRAY FOR OUR FIELD STAFF 
NORTHERN TERRITORY 
Diocese of Northern Territory — Bishop Clyde Wood. 

1 Sanderson — Rev. Greg and Mrs. Kerry Thompson. 
2 Palmerston — Rev. Ron and Mrs. Margaret Bundy. 
3 Tennant Creek — Rev. Tim and Mrs. Kerrie Brownscombe. 
4 Diocesan Secretary/Treasurer — Mr. David Martin. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Diocese of North West Australia — Bishop Ged Muston. 

5 Kununurra — Rev. Murray and Mrs. Jane Lamont. 
6 Derby — Rev. John and Mrs. Dianne Symons. 
7 Newman — Rev. Raymond and Mrs. Betty-Lou Molyneux. 
8 Port Hedland — Archdeacon Bill and Mrs. Jennifer Warburton. 
9 South Hedland — Rev. Ray and Mrs. Lyn Arthur. 

10 Karratha — Rev. Terry and Mrs. Fiona Redmond. 
11 Wickham — Rev. Allan and Mrs. Julie Harrison. 
12 Tom Price/Paraburdoo — Rev. Brian and Mrs. Joy Harding. 
13 N.W. Australia: Youth Ministry: Catherine Ross; Counselling Ministry. 
14 Mt. Magnet (Murchison) — Rev. Philip and Mrs Margaret Bassett. 
15 Diocesan Registrar — Mr. Martin Weatherston in Geraldton. 

Bluff Point: Rev. Jon and Mrs. Rae Reinertsen (Curate), 
Diocese of Perth — Archbishop Peter Carnley. 
16 Kambalda/Norseman — Rev. Ron and Mrs. Colleen Ross. 

Hon. B.C.A. Secretary for W.A. — Rev. Peter Brain. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Diocese of Wiilochra — Bishop David McCail. 
17 Coober Pedy — Rev. Ian and Mrs. Robin Robertson. 
18 Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission — Rev. Colin and Mrs. Ruth Nelson. 
19 Leigh Creek — Rev. Peter and Mrs. Margaret Achurch. 

State Secretary for S.A. — Rev. Bob George, Mrs. Jo Phillips. 
20 Cook: Bishop Kirkby Memorial Hospital — Sisters Gai DiDonna, Susan Green. 

Tarcoola Hospital — Sisters Mary-Grace Bingham, Meryl Burden, Christina 
Ryman. 

VICTORIA AND TASMANIA 
Diocese of Gippsland — Bishop Colin Sheumack. 
21 Omeo — Rev. Errol and Mrs. Anne Sorensen. 

State Secretary for Vic. and Tas. — Rev. Brian Viney, Ms. Margo Bright. 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
Diocese of Riverina — Bishop Barry Hunter. 
22 Broken Hill Hostel — David and Elisabeth Bull, Simon and Susan Heath. 

Wilcannia — Rev. Bob and Mrs. Phyllis Collie. 
Diocese of Armidale — Bishop Peter Chiswell. 
23 Lightning Ridge — Rev. Cliff and Mrs. Megan Ainsworth. 
Diocese of Grafton — Bishop Bruce Schultz. 
24 Bonalbo — Rev. Dick and Mrs. Pat Freeman. 
25 State Office — Revs. David Mulready and Jim Thomson. Mrs. Michele Peacock. 
QUEENSLAND 
Diocese of Brisbane — Archbishop Peter Hollingworth. 
26 Quilpie — Rev. Bob and Mrs. Sue Witten. 
27 State Secretary for Old. and northern N.S.W. Rev. Ernest Horth. 
Diocese of Rockhampton — Bishop George Hearn. 
28 Winton — Rev. Lex and Mrs. Rhonda Carey. 

Blackwater — Rev. Glen and Mrs. Kaye Zimmerle. 
ABORIGINAL MINISTRY 
29 Cairns, Townsville, Mackay: Bishop Arthur Malcolm. 

Nungalinya College — Principal: Rev. Dr. Les Brockway. 
Bimbadeen College — Mr. Dennis and Mrs. Maureen Atkinson. 

B.C.A. HEAD OFFICE 
30 Rev. Ernie Carnaby, Mr. Jim Gosbee, Mesdames Jacqueline Griffiths, Lay Lee 

Boughton and Eileen Darbin. 
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Hello, I'm Libby Carey (15), I used 
to live in Winton with Mum and Dad, 
but I now live in Toowoomba at 
Glennie Memorial School. Every hol
iday I have a 17-hour bus trip back to 
Winton. 

Boarding school is fun because I 
have lots of friends here. I like living 
in Toowoomba where I can visit my 
friends and go shopping. 

G'day I'm David (12), I live in 
Winton with Mum and Dad and go to 
St. Patrick's Catholic School where I 
am in Grade 7. 

It's fun living in the bush. There is 
always plenty for me to do, like going 
fishing or catching crayfish. I also 
enjoy noodling and collecting opals 
or visiting properties for the week
end. School is pretty good here, but I 
like all the sports best of all. 

Libby and David's parents, Lex and 
Rhonda, have served in Winton 
since January, 1988. They also 
have adult sons, Andrew and Peter. 


