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FRONT COVER: 
Robin Robertson at work in Coober Pedy 
as the tourists roll their film!! 

From the Federal 
Secretary 
Dear Friends, 

This time of the year is for holiday
ing, partying and present giving and 
receiving. The ads on TV, magazines 
and newspapers tell us that to be 
happy we must buy, buy, buy; that 
Christmas is for spending up big. 
Other ads are telling us that life will 
be so much better for us if we go to 
exotic places for our January holiday; 
that the prices are cheap and reason
able and that you must not miss the 
opportunity! 

Retailers do not think of the thou
sands in their country who only feel 
pressured and despondent because of 
their ads; these people are only 
reminded of their poverty, their debts 
and their hopelessness in such a 
material world, which has little sensi
tivity for the broken lives caused by 
the recession which has hit city folk 
hard and country folk even harder. 

Mining companies are winding 
down their operations and workers 
are being retrenched. The town of 
Goldsworthy was sold lock, stock and 
barrel and there is nothing left where 
the town was but dirt. The same thing 
is happening to Koolan Island. 
Farmers suffering the worst drought 
in 50 years in western NSW are walk
ing off their land, broken and despair
ing; there are families stunned by the 
suicide of the husband or father when 
he cannot bear the "shame" of not 
being able to provide for them. 

Where is the glitter and glitz of 
this? Where is the light at the end of 
the tunnel for all these lost people? 
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Brian and Denvse Roberts. 

Many of our missioners and their 
wives are at the forefront of the battle 
to raise the spirit and fortitude of 
these grieving people. Governments 
recognise the situation by paying tied 
grants for welfare work to quite a few 
of our parishes and material aid is 
really needed. But what is needed 
most is to increase the self esteem of 
the many needing help, to show them 
that there is hope, to show them that 
someone really cares. 

Quietly and steadily our missioners 
get to know them, open up their 
minds to the truth of Jesus Christ and 
tell them in words and actions of the 
way to inner contentment that knowl
edge of Jesus gives; that He is always 
there, no matter how desperate situ
ations become, and that they need 
never be alone. 

It is nice to dream of what 
Christmas should be — a time of 
praise and thanksgiving to God for 
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Jesus' life on earth, for the freedom 
He has given us in worshipping him, 
knowing that we are saved by His 
grace and for showing us the right 
way to live; a time of giving, but of 
ourselves, not expensive presents; a 
time of caring, not for our own com
forts but for those who are careworn; 
and a time of sharing God's love with 
those who think they have little 
hope. 

Please pray for shattered people 
this Christmas. Pray that the Lord's 
saving grace be made known to them 
and all people in today's unhappy 
world. Pray that society begins to rec
ognise the truly important need for a 
simple, peaceful, blessed and con
tented Christmas for all in the years 
to come. Pray for B.C.A. workers in 
remote areas seeking to win "Aus
tralia for Christ". Pray for God to 
bless us all. 

BRIAN 



The God who cares for relationships 
We are all made in the image of God says our scriptures in Genesis chapter 

one. We are made to love God and to love and relate to one another. John picks 
up the relationship concerns of God in 1 John 4:16, "God is love, and whoever 
lives in love lives in union with God and God lives in union with him". This is at 
the heart of what it means to share in God's image, it is at the heart of the gospel 
and it is in the heart of God toward us. Our relationships are of vital gospel con
cern to God. St. James in Darwin continues to participate in this gospel concern 
for relationships between God and humankind and between people of all back
grounds and in all kinds of circumstances. 

Sanderson in the northern suburbs of Darwin, which has a population of 
30,000 plus, is large for a B.C.A. parish. However it exhibits much of the cir
cumstances and relationships of isolated communities. B.C.A. saw the need of 
helping to build a new parish in the midst of a moving, multicultural young 
(average age is 28 years), urban, tropical, and relationship-fragile community. 
The current divorce rate is well over 50%, more children are born in de facto 
families than in families of married couples, 850 women entered Darwin ref
uges for women experiencing violence in 1990, a local primary school sends 
home forms each year to all its families to identify the name of the child for the 
coming year. These are sad and disturbing trends which are happening for 
many reasons but are centred on the fragile relationships that people have in 
the Territory. 

Ten years ago B.C.A. chose to bless this community with a missioner and 
resources to provide for a ministry centre. The congregation has experienced 
the building and ongoing repayment of a large debt (over $300,000) but has 
also chosen in spite of the movement of families in and out of the congregation 
(over 15 families in the last 18 months) to reach out into the community. It has 
chosen in faith and obedience to God to care with the love of God in practical 
ways of sharing food, friendship and support. Currently five parishioners minis
ter to over 15 families a week who come to St. James for crisis help. B.C.A. has 
enabled this vital ministry to continue through stipend support of the Rector 
and the assistance of a short term part-time youth worker, Keith Nolan. 

Sometimes we feel unsupported and isolated from the personal networks of 
southern established churches. We at times are overwhelmed with the spiritual, 
emotional and physical demands of this tropical and fragile community. Yet 
there have been many answers to prayer as resources and people join in the out
reach of this local church. B.C.A. has provided encouragement through 
prayers and a partnership that reminds us that we are not on our own, that the 
concern and love of the national Anglican church does extend to isolated and 
difficult communities throughout Australia. In times of national, attitudinal and 
economic recession it would be easy to reduce support to one's own locality and 
forget about mission beyond ourselves. We are thankful for your generous 
heart towards us. 

God has also answered our prayers to help people in relationships through a 
number of projects. First, the support of the Federal and Territory Govern
ments to provide emergency crisis assistance through grants to our care pro-
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gram. We receive referrals from the Social Security and N.T. Welfare offices 
and provide the majority of such crisis care in the Sanderson area. Second, the 
development of ecumenical projects that support preventative approaches to 
social concerns. 

Central to the work of St. James has been a lively worshipping community 
that has encouraged the gifts of the local congregation to share in outreach. It 
has been an exciting if not demanding growth experience for the congregation 
as we take seriously God's concern for the way people relate to Him and to one 
another. 

GREG THOMPSON 

(Greg and Kerry Thompson have served in the parish of Sanderson since 
October 1988.) 

A B.C.A. coach tour with 25 people on board visited the Thompsons at 
Sanderson last August. The party flew from Sydney to Darwin then travelled 
by coach to Perth, visiting B.C.A. centres along the way during their 18-day 
adventure. Time out in this photo to enjoy the wildflowers! 
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Four years underground 
Living underground? Well, where better when the temperature is over 

45°C outside; or when the hot spring winds blow and there is no green to 
hold back the grit while its doing its 60 km round trip from the loose 
mining dumps; or at night when the dogs on the Aboriginal reserve (just 
a V2 km away) howl one to another while we sleep peacefully on, hearing 
nothing in the black subterranean stillness. 

The Rectory, a large eight-roomed house in the rock, is "just home" to 
us. While we now tend to take our surroundings very much for granted, 
we are well used to the amusing experience of talking to the chins of 
many visitors as they scan the walls for opal that we might have missed! 
(No opal has ever been found in this area anyway.) Also their comment, 
"We just love your dugout!" 

As the church is next door — 20 yards away — we have hundreds and 
hundreds of tourists sightseeing — backpackers on foot, others in cars, 
4WDs campervans, buses in all sizes, motorbikes, etc. Some lean on the 
fence for a chat — if we're there — many point their video cameras at 
the Rectory entrance. Oh what a thrill when the Rector's wife appears 
from the depths with the washing (not having heard a bus pull up). 
Should I keep going — or maybe charge them for my appearance? I still 
haven't made up my mind on this one. What untapped revenue for 
B.C.A.! *See front cover for Robin's photo! 

Living at Coober Pedy has not been hard; we are blessed with a warm 
loving congregation, supportive in our outreach with the Gospel of 
God's saving love. We are privileged to travel to parts of the far north 
very few people ever see. When the hot weather period is over we enjoy 
a lovely autumn and winter rather like the spring in the south. We have 
entertained many strangers from all over the world. 

What an adventure for God! When He calls, He enables. Before we 
came here, Ian and I separately received God's word in our hearts — 
Proverbs 3:5-6: 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own under
standing; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your 
paths straight, 

ROBIN ROBERTSON 
Coober Pedy 

Ian and Robin Robertson are leaving Coober Pedy after Christmas. 
Pray for them as they move on and the congregation they leave 
behind! 

Don't shoot — Fm the vicar! 

Like it or not — "hatch, match 
and dispatch", is part of the fabric 
of Anglican ministry. But the 
"Ridge" is able to add a unique 
hue and pattern to that fabric. 

The proud Mum and Dad, 
seeking a baptism, gave me 
explicit instructions on how to 
find their "camp". Which tracks 
off which road, which tree to turn 
at, and what rocks to look out for. 
It sounded simple! But in a thou
sand acre paddock with scrawny 
Eucalypts everywhere, tracks by 
the score and these "rock" scat
tered all round like pepper on a 
baked dinner — I got lost. The 
first two camps I came to were 
deserted. At the third I had to go 
searching for the door. Half way 
around the building I was greeted 
with the words "I'll put the shot
gun down when you git 'round the 
front." "Don't waste a cartridge 
on me," I said, "I'm the local 
vicar." After some straight-from-
the-shoulder advice, the miner 
sent me in the right direction. I've 

heard of it happening with wed
dings, but this was my first shot
gun baptism! 

The "Ridge" is different to any 
country town I've ever known. 
Pleasantly and unusually differ
ent. The other day a bloke came 
to the office door and asked "do 
you happen to have a copy of the 
pseudepigrapha, and by the way, 
how many bushels of wheat did 
you need to trade for one sheep in 
first century Palestine?" 

Our congregation in town num
bers around 30 most Sundays and 
we have a tremendous cross-
section of ages and backgrounds. 
It's not unusual to have 11 
denominations represented at the 
service. 

Since Lucy and I moved here 
early this year, we have enjoyed 
the grass roots support B.C.A. 
provides, especially the many let
ters and calls from B.C.A. mem
bers. God bless you, thankyou for 
your concern and prayers. 

MARK TAYLOR 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 



5QBC on air 
A unique scripture class! 

"Are you there Mr. Witten?" 
"Yes and good afternoon Miss 

Stark/' 
"Where are you this 

afternoon?" 
"I'm just out of Windoran. I 

trust reception is OK." 
"You are coming through loud 

and clear." 
"Thank you." 
Our Song "Hello everyone, 

hello everyone, Welcome . . . " 
(This song calls the children in 
years 1, 2 and 3 School of the Air 
Religious Instruction class on 
Monday afternoons.) 

"Good afternoon girls and 
boys." 

So starts another lesson from 
the car. It's then time to mark the 
roll of the possible 26 students 
covering about one third of 
Queensland (southern area). The 
format usually involves lots of 
questions and student involve
ment with time to share news and 
tell how Jesus has answered 
prayers during the week. 

All children have a paper to 
work on for each lesson which is 
posted out with other school 
materials at the beginning of term. 
Then there are craft activities 
added. Sometimes we struggle 
with simple things such as draw
ing the Christian fish symbol, or 
cutting a net out of paper — not 
so simple over the air! 

It's fun, challenging and 

Bob and Sue Witten are leav
ing Quilpie after Christmas. 
These are their last contributions 
to The Real Australian. 

rewarding to hear of growth. 
Although R.I. is voluntary and out 
of school times, the children come 
back each week to learn and 
grow. That fact encourages me. 

Thanks for your prayers and 
support for us in this avenue of 
ministry. 

The two-way radio we use in 
the car is the same as the Flying 
Doctor uses. It is a high frequency 
(HF) radio with a range of several 
thousand kilometres and has 
specific frequency/channels for 
Flying Doctor, School of the Air, 
etc. The call sign for the Quilpie 
Parish vehicle for identification is 
5QBC (5 Quebec Bravo Charlie). 

BOB WITTEN 

"Calling all ladies for the Know 
Your Bible Study." 

"Good afternoon Rose." 
"Welcome to Lesson 4. Let me 

just call the roll . . . " 
And so starts another lesson of 

KYB on the Air from Charleville 
of which I am a member. Others 
live at Bollon, Dirronbandi, Surat, 
Rolliston and Adavale, although 
we don't know how many others 
are listening in. Few have seen 
each other face to face but the 
coming sports day for children 
attending School of Distance Edu
cation (formerly School of the 
Air) will enable some of us to 
meet. 

Well back to the day of Lesson 
4. Bob, the children and I were at 
Carnarvon Gorge for a break and 
Rose (the leader based at 
Charleville) asked where I was 
that afternoon. When the ladies 
heard it was Carnarvon, another 
Sue (there are three in the group) 
very excitedly invited us to her 
home. Arrangements were made 
and the Bible study continued. 

We did call in to see the other 
Sue who is a home tutor and her 
husband who works on a prop
erty. We were her third lot of visi
tors in five years! And didn't we 
talk! We talked about being a 
Christian in isolation, about the 
need for prayer, bible reading and 

5QBC on air 
A unique Bible study! 

fellowship, about the resources 
available for children, how to 
introduce God into the home of 
your employer. We talked about 
God's wonderful provision and 
guidance and how so much of our 
needs were being met through 
KYB on the air. That visit was all 
too short! 

It has been through the pro
vision of an HF radio in the car 
that has made it possible for me to 
be a part of the KYB group. An 
exciting part of God's work of 
making Christ known in 
outback Australia. 

SUE WITTEN 
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POST & RMS. 

WELCOME! MORE NEWS 
FAREWELL! 

Many of our B.C.A. supported staff 
are leaving their positions over the 
Christmas period. We praise God for 
their willingness to minister in remote 
Australia and pray for them in their 
new ministries. 

Diocesan Youth Worker N.W.A. 
Miss Catherine Ross is leaving the 
Pilbara after three years as Diocesan 
Youth Worker. Catherine is planning 
further study in Perth. 

Tennant Creek 
The Rev. Blair Grace has been locum 
since July and is returning to Mel
bourne just prior to Christmas. 

Wickham 
The Harrison family is leaving after 5 
years and moving on to a new minis
try in the Diocese of Bunbury. 

Kambalda/Norseman 
The Rev. Ron Ross, Colleen and their 
little girls, left the parish in November 
after 4% years. They've taken up a 
new ministry 35 km east of Perth at 
Mundaring. The Parish of Kambalda/ 
Norseman will now be looked after by 
the Diocese of Perth. 

Coober Pedy 
The Rev. Ian and Mrs. Robin 
Robertson are leaving after nearly 
five years and moving to Orroroo in 
the Diocese of Willochra. 

Quilpie 
The Rev. Bob and Mrs. Sue Witten 
are leaving Quilpie after five years 
and returning to the Diocese of Armi-
dale for a new ministry in Baradine. 

Adelaide Office 
Mrs. Jo Phillips retired in September 
after six years in the S.A. office. She 
has been replaced by Mrs. Aila 
Alderson, previously a member of the 
congregation at Sanderson when 
Bob George was the rector there. 

Tarcoola 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Watts and their 
children returned to Sydney after 
their four month ministry at Tarcoola 
Hospital. Julie O'Neill and Margaret 
(and Dick) Osborne, all from Adel
aide, relieved until new staff could be 
appointed. 

Riverina Diocese 
We note the retirement of Bishop 
Barry Hunter in August after 20 years 
of godly leadership. He has been a 
good friend to the Society. Bishop 
and Mrs. Hunter have taken up par
ish ministry at Cudal (Diocese of 
Bathurst). 

Palmerston 
After seven years of fine ministry, 
Ron and Margaret Bundy are leaving 
in mid-December. Ron has taken on 
the parish of "The Gap" in the Dio
cese of Brisbane. 

Leinster 
Leinster is back on the B.C.A. Map! 
In October, the Rev. Les Gaulton 
commenced a new ministry there. 
His wife, Jenny and four children — 
Joshua (12), Rebekah (10), Miriam 
(8) and Caleb (6), joined him in 
November. 

Wickham 
Archdeacon Bill and Mrs. Jocelyn 
Ross are moving to Wickham from 
the parish of Bluff Point in 
Geraldton. Long time supporters will 
remember Bill and Jocelyn serving in 
Kununurra (1970-73) and Dampier 
(1973-80). We welcome them back 
into the B.C.A. fellowship! 

Rev. Charles Kemmis 

The death is recorded here of the 
Rev. Charlie Kemmis at Hornsby 
Hospital on 19th July, 1992. Mr. and 
Mrs. Kemmis served with B.C.A. at 
Wilcannia from 1932-1934. Our love 
to Mrs. Kemmis and the family. 

Port Hedland 

After many years, B.C.A. support at 
Port Hedland has ceased. The 
W a r b u r t o n s have moved to 
Geraldton and the Bishop has plans 
for a non-stipendiary ministry for 
Port Hedland. 

The Rev. Joe MuUins (2nd from right) at Merimbula. Joe spoke at the Harvest 
Thanksgiving — all proceeds to B.C.A. including the auction of an oak 
seedling! 
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PRAY FOR OUR STAFF 
• Diocese of Northern Territory — Bishop Richard Appleby 

1 Sanderson — Rev. Greg and Mrs. Kerry Thompson and Mr. Keith Nolan. 
2 Palmerston — Rev. Ron and Mrs. Bundy (until mid-Dec). 
3 Tennant Creek — Locum: Rev. Blair Grace (until Christmas). 
4 Diocesan Secretary/Treasurer — Mr. David Martin. 

• Diocese of North West Australia — Bishop Tony Nichols. 
5 Kununurra — Rev. John and Mrs. Dianne Symons. 
6 Derby — Rev. Jon and Mrs. Rae Reinertsen. 
7 Newman — Rev. Raymond and Mrs. Betty Lou Molyneux. 
8 South Hedland — Rev. Ray and Mrs. Lyn Arthur. 
9 Karratha — Rev. Terry and Mrs. Fiona Redmond. 

10 Wickham — Rev. Allan and Mrs. Julie Harrison (until Jan.) then Rev. Bill and Mrs. 
Jocelyn Ross. 

11 Tom Price/Paraburdoo — Rev. Brian and Mrs. Joy Harding. 
12 N.W. Australia: Youth Ministry: Catherine Ross (until Christmas); 

Counselling Ministry: Neil Hamilton. 
13 Mt. Magnet (Murchison) — Rev. Philip and Mrs Margaret Bassett. 
14 Leinster — Rev. Les and Mrs. Jenny Gaulton. 
15 Diocesan Registrar — Mrs. Kay Winfield in Geraldton. 
• Diocese of Perth — Archbishop Peter Carnley. 
16 Hon. B.C.A. Secretary for W.A. — Rev. Peter Brain. 
• Diocese of Willochra — Bishop David McCalL 
17 Coober Pedy — Rev. Ian and Mrs. Robin Robertson (until Jan.) 
18 Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission — Rev. John and Mrs. Leone 

Rutherford. 
19 Leigh Creek — Rev. Peter and Mrs. Margaret Achurch. 

State Secretary for S.A. — Rev. Bob George, Mrs. Aila Alderson. 
20 Cook: Bp Kirkby Mem. Hosp. — Gai DiDonna & Christina Ryman. 

Tarcoola Hospital — Wendy (and Ford) McDonald. 
• Diocese of Gippsland — Bishop Colin Sheumack. 
21 Omeo — Rev. Norman and Mrs. Leonie Fagg. 

State Secretary for Vic. and Tas. — Rev. Brian Viney, Ms. Margo Bright. 
• Diocese of Riverina. Vacant. 
22 Broken Hill Hostel — David and Elisabeth Bull, Shane and Suzanne Morrow. 

Wilcannia — Rev. Bob and Mrs. Phyllis Collie. 
• Diocese of Armidale — Bishop Peter Chiswell. 
23 Lightning Ridge — Rev. Mark and Mrs. Lucy Taylor. 
• Diocese of Carpentaria — Bishop Tony Hall Matthews. 
23 Diocesan Registrar — Mr. John Bleakley. 
• Diocese of Grafton — Bishop Bruce Schultz. 
24 Bonalbo — Rev. Dick and Mrs. Pat Freeman. 
25 N.S.W. Office — Revs. David Mulready and Jim Thomson. Mrs. Michele 

Peacock. 
• Diocese of Brisbane — Archbishop Peter Hollingworth. 
26 Quilpie — Rev. Bob and Mrs. Sue Witten (until Jan.). 
27 State Secretary for Old. and northern N.S.W. Rev. Ernest Horth, Mrs. Elaine 

Kuiri. 
• Diocese of Rockhampton — Bishop George Hearn. 
28 Winton — Vacant. 

Blackwater — Rev. Peter and Mrs. Jeannette Blundell. 
29 ABORIGINAL MINISTRY: 

Bishop Arthur and Mrs. Colleen Malcolm — Cairns, Townsville and Mackay. 
Nungalinya College — Principal: Rev. Dr. Les Brockway. 
Bimbadeen College — Mr. Denis and Mrs. Maureen Atkinson. 

30 B.G.A. FEDERAL OFFICE: Rev. Brian Roberts, Mr. Jim Gosbee, Mesdames 
Jacqueline Griffiths, Lay Lee Boughton and Eileen Darbin. 
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WINNING AUSTRALIA FOR CHRIST 

THE B.C.A. PRAYER 
O Lord our God, help us to remember those who live in the remote 
parts of our land. We ask you to strengthen and encourage all 
whose ministries are supported by The Bush Church Aid Society. 
Refresh them in times of discouragement and loneliness and call 
others to stand with them in the task of making Christ known. 
Grant that, through the ministry of the Word and Sacraments, 
through medical work, through service and by caring for the 
young, the message of your redeeming love may be proclaimed, 
and accepted by the people throughout our land. We ask these 
things through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

*lf you'd like more details for prayer, send for our FREE 
quarterly prayer notes. (See reply page.) 
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Introducing the Reinertsen Children 
Dear B.C.A. 

My name is Hannah 
Reinertsen. I am 10 years old. 
My goal is to be in the Olympic 
Games as a swimmer. (To get 
the gold for Australia.) My 
friends are Jane, Rebekah, 
Alison, Melanie, and Jessica. 
My other hobbies are stamp 
collecting, writing letters and 
collecting dolls. I am in Grade 
5 and going to Derby District 
High School. It goes from pre
school to Grade 12.1 really like 
it in Derby. I was expecting it to 
be dry but it is green. What I 
don't like is people littering. 
That's all for now. 

Yours sincerely, 
Hannah Reinertsen 

Dear B.C.A. 
My name is Nathanael. I am 

seven years old and I am in 
Grade 2.1 go to Derby District 
School. My teacher's name is 
Mrs. Murphy and I like school. 
My hobbies are collecting 
Phantom Comics and playing 
G.I. Joes. Derby is hot but we 
visit the local pool a lot. 

Yours sincerely, 
Nathanael Reinertsen 


