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Life Is Like f\ Mine! 
Mr Ric Bollen reports on his recent visit to Roxby Downs South 

Australia and the BCA work of Rev Ian and Glenda McGrath. 

I t could be said that life is like a mine, 
especially an underground mine, such 
as you see at Roxby Downs, in South 

Australia. We can scratch around on the 
surface, but you need to dig down deep to 
find the real gems that are of lasting value. 

Roxby Downs is a vibrant new town 
that exists to service the huge copper, 
uranium and gold mine at Olympic Dam. It 
is a part of the large Roxby Downs Station 
in the centre of South Australia, valuable 
now for the rich ore body that lies below 
the surface. An ore body that has a 
production of life of up to 200 years at 
present extraction rates. 

The rich deposits were first found in 
1975 by Western Mining Corporation Ltd 

(Above) Conrad finds opal beneath the sandstone. (Below) Mining ore at Olympic Dam. 

and the first drill hole was sunk in 
July of that year. They are now 
currently mining some 450 metres 
below the surface in an area now 
covered by some 100 kms of 
underground roadway. However 
from the surface little of this is 
visible. It is deep down in the ground 
that the rock is extracted, crushed 
and then brought to the surface to 
undergo further processing. 

Some 40 kms north east of Roxby 
Downs is the small opal mining town 
of Andamooka. Here people have 
looked for quality gems for the past 
60 plus years. From ground level the 
land seems so dry and worthless, yet 
underneath where the sandstone 
meets the mud, beautiful opal can be 
found. 

Like Roxby Downs, those rocks must 
be brought to the surface to see their true 
value realised. So much of this is a picture 
of the people of this vast nation. So much 
of value and beauty that lies below the 
surface, waiting for the love of God to 
come and bring a lasting change to their 
lives. 

The people of Roxby Downs and 
Andamooka know the truth of this picture. 
We cannot judge places or people by what 
we see on the surface. Jesus always knew 
what was deep inside a person, and He 
reached out in love, to bring all their 
strengths and beauty to the surface. 

One such person is Conrad Powell. He 
is currently mining opal close to the town 
of Andamooka. I recently had the pleasure 
of spending some time with Conrad and 
his wife Lynne, both on a houseparty for 
the Roxby Downs and Andamooka people, 
and at their home in Andamooka. I went to 
Conrad's mine with Ian and Glenda 
McGrath, who minister with BCA, in the 
area of South Australia. 

Ian and Glenda with Conrad in 1930's 
miner's hut. 

We saw the dirty rock in the walls of 
the mine and then the beauty of the cut and 
polished opal after it had been brought to 
the surface and processed. Seeing the joy 
in both Conrad and Lynne shows both 
their love for the area, each other and 
especially the Lord Jesus Christ. 

An old song says "Let the beauty of 
Jesus be seen in me." May this be our 
prayer for the bush and for each other. For 
the real Australians are those who have 
allowed Jesus to come in to their lives in 
His transforming power, and bring both 
change and freedom to their lives. Let us 
keep on praying for the people of Roxby 
Downs and Andamooka, and all those who 
live and work in the mining areas of this 
nation, that what they see in their physical 
environment, may be a reality in their 
lives. 

Ric Bollen 
NSW Development Officer 



(qaclofie^ OliiHctf 
"How do you pray?" when crouched 

in a bathroom, behind the reinforced glass 
shower screen, with the floor trembling, a 
constant roaring outside like a dozen diesel 
locomotives going past, and the horrendous 
sounds of crashing, tearing sheet metal all 
around. In other words, in the midst of a 
cyclone, with winds in excess of 250 kph. 
That's the question Jocelyn asked on the 
Wednesday night that Cyclone Olivia hit 
Pannawonica, WA. 

We had gone to the town, 240 km from 
home base Wickham, on Easter Day for a 
late afternoon service, and bar-b-que to 
congra tu la te a couple from the 
congregation who had just returned from 
being married. Our plan was to stay on to 
assist with a Children's Holiday Club being 
conducted by the Christ For All Children 

Aerial photograph of the 

"Keeping your head 
when all around you 

are loosing it" 
group from Perth. 

Warnings about the threat of the 
Cyclone began to disrupt the programme 
on Wednesday morning, and at lunch time 
the town was placed on "Yellow Alert!" 
The road back to Wickham was closed, 
prevent ing our return home, and 
necessitating hasty phone calls to 
neighbours to fasten our cyclone screens 
and put garden furniture etc. away. We 
were old hands at cyclones, and weren't 
overly concerned by the turn of events. 

devastation at Pannawonica. 

After all, this was the ninth warning for the 
season along the coast, and nothing much 
had come of the others! 

By tea-time a "Red Alert!" had been 
sounded, requiring all people to stay 
indoors, and to prepare for the arrival of 
the storm. We knew from the radio to 
expect it between 10 and 11 pm, though 
by 8.30 pm the wind gusts were very 
strong. 

With us in the "chalet" were the seven 
members of the children's team, who had 
parked their bus home in a large workshop 
for safe keeping. This was new experience 
for them, three of whom were young boys. 
Precautions like filling containers with 
water, cooking up some of our perishable 
foodstuffs, getting out torches, candles 
and matches (all in case the power, at best 
a risky matter here, was knocked out), 
packing our bags, etc. were taken, and we 
settled down to see what would happen. 

Now it was 10.00 pm. The power had 
gone off at 8.00 pm, and it was pitch dark 
except for flickering candles. The seven 
were jammed into an alcove in the lounge 
room, with mattresses all around them, 
and Jocelyn and I (and Max our dog, who 
was very uneasy) were in the little 
bathroom. Already a large window in the 
lounge room has been smashed, cyclone 
screen notwithstanding, by a portion of 
neighbours roof and the storm was blowing 
in. The crashing and tearing noises 
convinced us our roof and walls were being 
ripped off. We wondered if we were in for 
the worst. 

"I know. I'll pray for it to go away!" It 
did, several hours later, at a greater rate of 
knots across the country, touching 
Paraburdoo and Newman, and petering 
out into a rain bearing depression down 
into the bight. Calm suddenly came at 
about 1.00pm. "This must be the eye!" the 

Continued Next Page 

The Real Australian is a registered trade 
mark of the Bush Church Aid Society. 
First published 1920. Edition No. 293. 

Circulation: 28,000 

All enquiries to: The Editor - Greg Thompson 
The Bush Church Aid Society of Australia 

Level 7, 37 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

B.C.A. Directory 
Patron: 
Archbishop Keith 
Rayner 

President: 
Archbishop Harry 
Goodhew 

Chairman: 
The Rev. Dr. Vic 
Roberts 

Vice-Presidents: 
Mr Ray Ctercteko, 
Rev Tom morgan 

Hon. Treasurer: 
Mr. Kevin Alexander 

Federal Secretary: 
Rev. Brian Roberts 

NSW Secretary 
Rev. Greg Thompson 

Level 7, 37 York Street, 
Sydney 2000 

Ph: (02) 9262 5017 
Fax: (02) 9262 5020 

Victorian Secretary 
Rev. Brian Viney 

P.O. Box 343, East 
Melbourne 3002 

Ph: (03) 9654 8022 
Fax: (03) 9654 8962 

S.A. Secretary 
Rev. Owen Thomas 

44 Currie Street, 
Adelaide, S.A. 5000 
Ph: (08) 212 7804 
Fax: (08) 211 8748 

Old. Secretary 
Rev. Fes Monaghan 

P.O. Box 6565, 
Upper Mt. Gravatt, 

Qld. 4122 
Ph: (07) 3349 9081 
Fax: (07) 3849 7927 

Western Australia 
Contact 

Rev. Fred Buchanan 
(Acting Secretary) 
GPO Box N1024, 

Perth 6001 
Ph: (09) 343 2445 

Front Cover: Pannawonica WA and 
Puttman's house (former BCA staff). 

BACK PAGE: Winton region with Rev. 
Geoff and Mrs Gill Bransgrove. 
Production: David Brendish 



experts claimed. "The second part will hit 
soon!" But it didn't and it hasn't blown or 
rained for days since. This was wonderful 
for the clean up and sorting which needed 
to be done. During the night our numbers 
in the chalet swelled to twelve, with the 
arrival of a family of three, rescued from 
the nearly demolished house over the back 
fence when they had called for help on 
seeing torch light at our place. They brought 
a little gas bar-b-que with them, which 
enabled us to boil the kettle for a much 
appreciated hot drink. 

You have heard and seen the reports of 
the destruction that greeted our eyes when 
we emerged in the daylight next morning 
(after actually getting a few hours sleep). 
Hardly an intact roof to be seen in the 
street behind us, and most of the materials 
scattered through our yards. Trees and 
pergolas and clothes lines bowled over or 
at a crazy angle. What a relief to learn that 
there had been no injuries. But what 
heartbreak for those who had the insides of 
their homes saturated and belongings 
spoilt. 

After the initial enquiries and 
exchanges, it was all hands on deck to 
empty the hoses of the debris to see what 
was salvageable, and to begin the clean up 
of the street. It was obvious that most 
people were in shock. Some needed 
comforting, others threw themselves into 
the physical tasks. The need for listening, 
enabling emotions to be expressed and 
praying with people would come in days 
ahead. The co-operation (and these were 
people to some extent unknown to each 
other, having only arrived in town at 
intervals over the past 18 months, the most 
recent just two weeks previously) was great 
to see, and we were glad to be able to be 
part of it. 

Several men from the congregation 
turned up to offer one new Christian family 

Archdeacon Bill Ross 
assistance to remove and store their 
belongings. One of our young expectant 
mothers drove up and down the street with 
a thermos of hot tea made on a primus 
s tove . Another family from the 
congregation offered the hospitality of their 
home to a family whose home was 
destroyed. 

The children's ministry team was not 
idle either. They were making plans to 
recommence the Holiday Club the next 
day, to provide for the children while their 
parents got on with the essential matters. 
In fact, when their departure on Friday 
was delayed by engine trouble, they set up 
shop again, and continued to provide 
activities and ministry for the children 
through the weekend and into the following 
week. What a wonderful provision by God. 
How do you pray in a cyclone ? For the 
sovereign God to take charge, and bring 
order out of chaos, and life out of death! 
After all, it was Easter week! But isn't 
every week? 

Bill Ross 
Wickham - See prayer notes Day 8 

Give t h a n k s t o G o d 
Grace Hitchcock "Hitch11 1904-1996 

Sister Grace Hitchcock served with 
BCA from 1933 - 1964 nursing at the 
cottage hospital at Ceduna, and Kooniba 
hospital and later running the kitchen at 
Ceduna. Her unselfish service endeared 
her to many friends and fellow workers. 

We give thanks to God for her life of 
Christian service with BCA. 

B r o k e n Hil l H o u s e 
Mr Neville and Mrs Margaret Coombs 

end their ministry at houseparents at the 
end of June, completing two and half years 
of dedicated service. We welcome Mr Ian 
and Mrs Carol Blow of Cooks River parish, 
Sydney to this work of caring for more 
than 20 teenagers. BCA House has had 
major improvements with enlarged 
accommodation, study and activities area 
for students. 

P r a y f o r C h r i s t i a n 
T e a c h e r s 

From the Wilsons... "Don't stop praying 
for Christian teachers to come in to 

Post& 
Rails 
Wilcannia, none again this year. It is real 
missionary service for two years for 
teachers willing to take up the challenge 
of teaching in an Aboriginal community." 

S t a f f c h a n g e s 
• Rev. Philip and Mrs Margaret Bassett 

will be leaving Mt Magnet in August to 
take up the role of Rector at St Mary's 
Pendle Hill in the Parish of Toongabbie 
Diocese of Sydney. 

• Sr. Anneliesse Cusack will be joining 
BCA in Cook to assist Joyce in provision 
of nursing services. 

• Mr Robert and Mrs Dawn Allen due 
to number of circumstances will be leav
ing St John's Forbes at the end of Term II. 

• Mr Peter and Mrs Jenny Wilken will 
be interim houseparents at St John's until 
full time replacements can be found for 
the position. 

FORMER BCA STAFF PHOTOS SOUGHT 
Missing photo list May 1996 
If you have a good photo of anyone listed below would you give it to or loan it for copying by the 
BCA Sydney Office please? 
MUTTEN Rev G 
NASH Mr J 
NEWHAM Sr Y 
NIXON (Aspeling) Sr Q 
NOLLER Sr 
OWEN Rev J 
PANELLI Rev E 
PARKINSON Mrs L 
PARSONS Mr H 
PATTERSON (Mackintosh) Miss M 
PAYNE Miss J 
PEARSON Rev G 
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Croajingalong 
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Cann River 

1946-47 
1927-28 
1967-68 
1971-72 
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What would Jesus 
have us do today? 

Stan and Dorrie Hummerston were 
presented life membership of the 
Bush Church Aid Society on the 23rd 

May 1996 after nearly 50 years of service... 
A plaque was presented to them. 

Brian Roberts, Federal secretary spoke 
of their ministry at the presentation. 

" Stan and Dorrie Hummerston are a 
couple with great gifts and commitment. 
It is clear to all who know Stan and Dorrie, 
that their service is marked out by their 
vision, energy and an outstanding 
dedication to see Australians, (ordinary 
men and women) come to know Christ as 
personal Saviour and Lord." 

Late in 1957 Stan and Dorrie with their 
young family left a successful business in 
Wollongong to take charge of the Society's 
Hostel for girls at Port Lincoln, South 
Australia. 

The Hostel was 'home away from home' 
for 35 or more schoolgirls from outback 
areas, adjacent to Port Lincoln. 

Despite the loss, in a tragic accident, 
of their daughter Elizabeth, Stan and 
Dorrie managed this demanding task with 
considerable skill, loving discipline and 
care. In later years some returned to thank 
the Hummerstons for their physical care 
and spiritual guidance. 

In 1964 Stan and Dorrie moved west to 
Ceduna, where Stan assumed the position 
of Administrator of the Flying Medical 
Service of BCA. 

Stan's work in the F.M.S. was wide 
ranging - employing all sorts of staff, 
counselling, administration, visiting and 
encouraging. It was during his time there 
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that Stan was able to organise the 
establishment of the first hospital in 
Coober Pedy. 

In April 1968, Stan and Dorrie moved 
to Sydney to accept a newly created 
position of Administrative Secretary. 

Then in 1970 a fresh challenge was to 
take Stan and Dorrie to Geraldton in N.S.W. 
Stan accepted the task of Administration 
of the largest land Diocese in the Anglican 
community in the world. 

In 1983 The Federal Secretary, Wakely 
Wade wrote concerning Stan: 

With good humour, great energy and 
business accumen, Mr Hummerston has 

The Archbishop Harry Goodhew presenting Stan and Dorrie with their plaque on 
behalf of The BCA. BCA Federal Secretary Brian Roberts looks on. 

done a remarkable job in helping to make 
possible suitable care for people in new 
mining towns, on the cattle stations and 
in the Aboriginal communities of this 
part of our nation. He of necessity has 
had to travel extensively and his warm 
personality as well as his wisdom has 
been widely appreciated throughout both 
the Church and the wider community. 

I believe that his contribution to the 
welfare of fellow Australians, especially 
those in isolated and outback areas 
deserves to be acknowledged by the nation. 

It was on Australia Day 1984, that Stan 
was presented the order of Australia Medal 
for service to the people of outback 
Australia. 

Stan responded to the BCA presentation 
with; "If it wasn't for the sending and 
empowering of the Society and the Church 
we couldn't have gone done the job. We 
owe you a debt of gratitude. For when you 
took us, all that we knew about the hostel 

you could have written on the back of a 
postage stamp. All that we knew about 
girls and teenagers after six years you 
could write on the back of two postage 
stamps but in three months they taught us 
a lot. 

We want to say thankyou for all you 
have been to us and all that you have 
allowed us to do. We can write all the great 
logos and we can write statements but 
unless we a have men and women who are 
committed to the Lord Jesus Christ and are 
convinced in sharing this with others, well 
it is then I know that the Lord gives us the 
words and the courage to say them. I am 
still saying them whether it is on the 
bowling greens or wherever. We won't 
retire. 

If it wasn't for Dorrie, she stood there 
and raised the kids better than I did and it 
has been a team effort. Each morning as 
we read our bible and pray together, we 
ask, "What would Jesus have us do today?" 



O Lord our God, Help us to remember those 
who live in the remote parts of our land. 
We ask you to strengthen and encourage all 
whose ministries are supported by the Bush 
Church Aid Society. Refresh them in times of 
discouragement and loneliness and call others 
to stand with them in the task of making Christ 
known. Grant that, through the ministry of the 
Word and Sacrements, through medical work, 
through service and by caring for the young, the 
message of your redeeming love may be 

proclaimed, and 
accepted by the 
people throughout 
our land. We ask these 
things through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Amen. 

If you'd like more details for prayer, send for our FREE quarterly prayer notes, (see reply page). 

Diocese of NorthernTerritory - Bishop Richard Appleby 
1. Darwin: Anglicare Director - Mr Peter and Mrs Lynne Fisher 
2. Tennant Creek - Rev Tom and Mrs Carol Williams 

Diocese of North West Australia - Bishop Tony Nichols 
3. Kununurra - Rev John and Mrs Dianne Symons 
4. Derby - vacant 
5. Newman - Rt Rev Bernard and Mrs Coralie Buckland 
6. Hedland - Rev Ian and Mrs Margaret Forsyth 
7. Karratha /Dampier - vacant 
8. Wickham - Archdeacon Bill and Mrs Jocelyn Ross 
9. Paraburdoo/Tom Price - Rev Neil and Mrs Anthea Walthew 
10. Mt Magnet (Murchison) - Rev Phillip and Mrs Margaret Bassett 
11. Leinster (NE Goldfields) -Rev Les and Mrs Jenny Gaulton 
12. Geraldton (Bluff Point) - (Ministry Training) Rev Neil and Mrs Carmen Ellis 

Diocese of Willochra - Bishop David McCall 
13. Coober Pedy - Rev Bob and Mrs Denise Rothwell 
14. Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission - Rev Ian and Mrs Glenda McGrath 
15. Leigh Creek - awaiting restructuring of parish 
16. Cook: Bp Kirkby Memorial Hospital - Sr Joyce Kennedy/Sr Anneliesse Cusack 

Diocese of Riverina - Bishop Bruce Clark 
17. Broken Hill BCA House - Mr Ian Mrs Carol Blow 
18. Wilcannia - Rev Don and Mrs Helen Wilson 

Diocese of Tasmania - Bishop Phillip Newell 
19. Queenstown (West Coast) - Rev David and Mrs Trudy Sharman 

Diocese of Armidale - Bishop Peter Chiswell 
20. Lightning Ridge - Rev Geoff and Mrs Catherine Hearne 
21. Walgett - Rev Clive and Mrs Vivienne Robinson 

Diocese of Brisbane - Archbishop Peter Hollingworth 
22. Quilpie - Rev Terry and Mrs Sherry Leonard 

Diocese of Rockhampton - Bishop elect Ron Stone 
23. Winton - Rev Geoff and Mrs Gill Bransgrove 
24. Blackwater - Rev Peter and Mrs Jeanette Blundell 

Diocese of Bathurst - Bishop Bruce Wilson 
25. Forbes St John's BCA House - Mr Peter and Mrs Jenny Wilken 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ministry 
26. Cairns: St Lukes - Rev Jim and Mrs Lala Leftwich 

Darwin: Nungalinya College - Miss Elizabeth Caldwell 
27. Cootamundra: Bimbadeen College - Mr Denis and Mrs Maureen Atkinson 

Furneaux Islands -Rev Donald Moffat, Diocese of Tasmania 
State Offices 

28. Acting Hon Secretary for W.A. - Rev Fred Buchanan 
State Secretary for S.A. - Rev Owen Thomas, Mrs Aila Alderson 
State Secretary forVic and Tas. - Rev Brian Viney, Ms Margo Bright 

29. State Secretary for NSW - Rev Greg Thompson, Mr Ric Bollen, 
Mrs Sue Brendish 
State Secretary for Qld and Northern NSW - Rev Les Monaghan, 
Mrs Dianne Harris, Mrs Ruth Blackburn 

BCA Federal Office 
30. Rev Brian Roberts, Mr Jim Gosbee, Mr Dennis Outred, Mrs Jacqueline Griffiths, 

Mrs Michele Peacock, Ms Barbara Howard 

Pray 
for 

our staff 

Our 
Mission 
Field 

The 
BCA 
Prayer 



M
inistry in the Pilbara is very 
much like ministry elsewhere. 
In my work in Paraburdoo/Tom 

Price I still have to lead worship services, 
preach sermons, organise Sunday school, 
teach scripture, evangelise, visit the sick, 
the lonely and our parishioners. There is 
still Bible study to teach, preparing people 
for marriage and baptism, organising 
memorial services, and everything else a 
normal parish minister has to do. Yet the 
distances, isolation and being a one 
company mining town add its special 
complications. 

Without the support of the Bush Church 
Aid Society there would not be this ministry 
going on. Being small towns with small 
congregations means that they could not 
afford full time ministry. I am the only 
full time minister in these towns apart from 
theCatholic priest. The Anglican church 
is the only church that sustains ministry 
in every town in the Pilbara. 

I have now been in Paraburdoo for 
three months and it is time to reflect on 
that time. Before coming we had read and 
listened to others about what ministry in 
the North-West would be like, yet it is hard 
to get an accurate picture, and certainly 
many of my pre-conceived ideas have 
changed. 

I knew everything was far apart out 
here but the sense of isolation is greater 
than I thought. Even though there is the 
phone and the airport is only ten kilometres 
out of town, with regular jet services to 
Perth, it is still easy to feel trapped. This is 
especially so for my family who get out of 
town much less than I. To get to Tom Price 
for services or visiting it is a 160 km round 
trip, at least. To get to Witternoon add 
another 240 km, this time on dirt, and even 
further as you visit the stations. To get the 
Nearest 'big' town you have a 10 to 12 hour 
round trip. As you could imagine ministry 

The Great 
Reward in 
Pilbara 
involves a fair bit of time in the car, and I 
have small parish! This is also a financial 
burden to the parish which pay for fuel at 
91 cents a litre! 

Isolation also means that people only 
live here for a short period of time. They 
make their money, but for most home is 
elsewhere. Since being in Paraburdoo we 
have had five families leave. This has been 
a strain on those left behind and also leaves 
hole in what we do as a parish. God in his 
infinite mercy has filled many of the gaps. 
However, I was not prepared for the sense 
of dislocation that occurs when people 
leave. You could visit one week and 
everything is fine, next week at church 
they tell you they are leaving town in two 
weeks. It can be and often is that sudden. 
We also have a number of men in the 
congregation with families living in Perth 
for education reasons. This can be very 
stressful for them as they miss their 
families. This is another product of 
isolation. 

Living in a mining town also brings 
complications. Most of the people are on 
shift so depending on shift rotation this 
can dramatically affect attendance at 
church, or bible study or anything else you 
organise. Visiting can also be complicated, 
are they home? Are they asleep? Are they 
away on days off? As a church we also 
affected by decisions at the mine, they are 
the main employer. Currently there is a 
major review of the rriine, this has led to 
much speculation and rumours. There is a 
general sense of uneasiness and concern 

Archdeaconry day at Wickham outside Roeboume Church. ( Left to right) Bernard 
Buckland, Rod Williams, Barbara Williams, Alex Williams, Ian Forsyth, Bob Duffield, 
Coralie Buckland, Margaret Forsyth, Bill Ross. 

over p o s s i b l e r e d u n d a n c i e s or 
redeployment. Closing of our only bank 
also added to the insecurity. Working for 
the church does not isolate you from this. 
Enough of the complications, being here 
has also brought great joy. Being part of a 
small congregation in a small town we pull 
together as a congregation. There is also 
tremendous cooperation between the 
different denominations, we either work 
together or die together. I have a good 
fellowship with the leaders of the other 
churches. A small town also means that if 
you do something at the local shops on 
Saturday morning it is seen by most of the 
town. There are also many opportunities 
to become a part of the community through 
schools, the local organisations and 
volunteer groups . These lead to 
opportunities to share Jesus. 

There is also a great support among the 
Anglican ministers in the Pilbara. We have 
met twice in Archdeaconry Days led by 
Bishop Bernard Buckland and Archdeacon 

Bill Ross. It takes commitment to 
attend,one minister had to travel two days 
to get to the last one, but all attend. When 
I think how difficult it was to get people to 
attend in Sydney when you only had to 
drive for the most 30 minutes, this has 
been great to see. There is a real concern to 
support one another at these times or over 
the phone. 

We also work together to train the lay 
people. To this end three lay resource 
weekends have been organised in the 
Pilbara, to enable the equipping of people 
in our congregation. The next will be held 
here in Paraburdoo in early July. But again 
people make the effort to come. Not in 
great numbers, but people willing to learn 
and keen enough to travel many hundreds 
of kilometres. 

Pilbara ministry has its challenges but 
also great rewards. 

Neil Walthew -
Prayer Notes Day 9. 



(7"TT^ie Bush Church Aid Society 
of Australia, held its inaugural ''Kirkby 

J l Memorial Address" on Sunday, April 
14th at St Philip's Anglican Church, York 
Street, Sydney. This was the very church 
where Bishop Sydney James Kirkby (1879-
1935) served as rector, as well as assistant 
Bishop of Sydney, following his very active 
ministry in Australia's outback with BCA. 

Its aim was to raise awareness of 
contemporary mission issues; encourage 
Anglicans to support mission in Australia 
and to provide evangelical perspective on 
Mission. 

The Memorial Address was presented by 
the Rev Dr Kevin Giles MA, Th, ThD 
currently serving as Theological consultant 
with World Vision Australia. The title of the 
Address was " Balanced Evangelical 

Anglicanism: The Key to Effective Mission". 
Kevin Giles explored Kirkby's 

contribution to outback mission in the 1920's: 
"In these years BCA in an exemplary way 
practised holistic mission, before the term 
was invented. It balanced word and deed, the 
great commission and the great command." 

The important role of women in the work 
of BCA was not overlooked. Dr Giles referred 
to Bishop Kirkbys words that "The women of 
the BCA stand for the two-fold Gospel: that 
which tells of our Lord as a shepherd who 
gave his life for the scattered sheep, and that 
which shows him as the good Samaritan, 
whose healing touch still avails for the stricken 
and sick." 

The address is available through BCA 
offices. 

Balanced Evangelical Anglicanism; The Key to Effective Mission 

1995 Annual Report 
of The Bush Church Aid Society 

It is with much pleasure that I presented the report of the Bush Church Aid Society's 
operations in 1995 to the Annual General Meeting on the 23rd May 1996. 

1995 was a good year for the Society. The steady trickle of enquiry to fill vacancies 
was encouraging and the increases in supporter income certainly offset some of the cost 
rises throughout the year. 

The Society's members showed a high level of interest in the work - with many taking 
the detailed Prayer Fellowship Notes for the first time. 

The Society through its officers and staff are confident that the gains made in 1995 
will see more people in Australia given the opportunity to know and love the Lord Jesus 
Christ and work for his purpose. 

A significant milestone in 1995 was reached when the Society adopted and published 
a statement of identity and purpose, which clarifies the mission of the Society. Who it 
ministers to, its purpose, how it orders its life and ministry and what it might expect to 
happen under God as it succeeds. 

As our church continues to evolve and develop new forms and expressions of ministry 
and as circumstances dictate doing things in new and distinctive ways the Society 
realises that it will be approached for assistance that will be different from that of the 
past. As these varied approaches come before the Society it was felt that it was essential 
to have agreed criteria by which decisions could be made and measured. The Statement 
of Identity and Purpose will serve well in this regard. 

Brian Roberts 
Federal Secretary 

BCA Queensland 
Coach Tour 

October 22 - Nov 6 
Visit our missioners in the rural outback 

$1500 pp twin share 
Enquiries Bush ' n City Tours 

(07) 3349 9081 
Enjoy Sydney, Canberra, 
Mildura and Broken Hill 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
Extra-ordinary Meeting of the Society 
THURSDAY 19th September 1996 

Location: Level 7,37 York Sydney 
Purpose: for adoption of revised 

Articles of Association. 
Details and copies from the 

K Federal Office. J 



R ev Geoff and Mrs Gill Bransgrove 
greeted me at the gate of Winton 
airport on a 36 degree day in outback 

Queensland. "It's a bit cooler today" 
someone commented. Winton is a 
sunbaked rural town with big verandah 
homes, each with a little green patch of 
green watered by the town artesian bore. It 
has a romantic waltzing matilda past with 
newly painted shop fronts and displays in 
the mam street. 

However this town, like many in rural 
Australia, is dealing with long-term 
change. The decline in the rural economy, 
the gradual loss of government services, 
the sixth year of drought in the region and 
the present collapse of the beef prices 
(down to $1 per kilo for cattlemen) means 
a very uncertain future for many. The 
unemployment and the stress experienced 
in the small community has led to seven 
suicides in two years. 

Geoff is the only resident minister and 
he has been a significant pastoral and 
spiritual support to families before and 
after each of the funerals which he has had 
to lead. Geoff commented to me that the 
passage of scripture that best reflected the 

challenge of ministry in this community is 
that of Jesus weeping over Jerusalem. "If 
only you knew...." 

It is through the gates of peoples' homes 
that Geoff brings the meals on wheels to 
over 30 elderly folk who have retired in 
Winton. Many have worked on properties 
in the region and no longer have the support 
of family. This practical help has brought 
the news that someone cares. 

At the local railway station Geoff greets 
many of the cattlemen as they wait to 
receive the hay relief that has come from 
south. Geoff is the President of the Winton 
Drought Committee which helps distribute 
much needed fodder for the remaining 
cattle in the drought stricken region. There 
are 106 cattlemen who are on the list to 
receive this help. Lick blocks for cattle 
have also been distributed, as have some 
food relief and clothing for families. The 
rains in southern Queensland have slowed 
down the hay gifts at present as they prevent 
hay production as well as making southern 
farmers a lot busier. 

It was through the gate at the Corfield 
racecourse some 80kms out of Winton that 
Geoff and Gill provided sandwiches and a 

cuppa to locals. Joe started talking to Geoff 
about his life and eventually shared of his 
loss with the death of his wife some years 
before. The struggle and isolation of life 
on the land means that people feel they 
can't afford to talk of deep issues. 

They have to go on in the face of 
hardship. But Joe opened up to Geoff 
because he seemed genuine and was 
prepared to see people on their ground. Joe 
turned up at the Corfield service held at the 
tennis club some weeks later and has begun 
taking steps towards a living faith in Jesus. 

People come through the Rectory gate 
to share at the bible study in Geoff and 
Gill 's home. Their friendship and 
hospitality with "down to earth teaching" 
as someone said has meant that people can 
be spiritually renewed to face outback life 
in difficult times. BCA is proud to support 
such a faithful work of God. 

Greg Thompson 

Rev. Geoff and Mrs Gill Bransgrove 

(Below) Corfield and inside the Tennis 

Club where Church Services are held. 



The Indian Pacific 

T
aking three days and three nights, 
the Indian Pacific is Australia's 
longest train journey, travelling 

across the vast Australian continent by 
crossing the Blue Mountains and the Great 
Dividing Range, working its way through 
the western wheat fields to the semi arid 
country around Menindee and Broken Hill, 
passing into South Australia, and across 
the vast, treeless Nullabor Plains. The 
longest and straightest stretch of railway 
track in the world is covered before 
reaching Western Austral ia , then 
Kalgoorlie, a still functioning gold mining 
town, the Eastern wheat fields of the West 
and finally Perth. 

Once the train leaves Orange, the towns 
become fewer and farther apart, and the 
scarcity of Australia's population becomes 
very evident. 

On board the train, holiday makers 
enjoy three well catered meals each day, 
as well as snack services, sing alongs 
around the piano and the chance to doze 
and rest as the train continues its journey. 

Have you ever stopped to consider the 
supplies needed for the service. Some 
provisions would be with the train when it 
leaves Sydney or Perth, but other 
provisions are ordered to be picked up as 

the train stops at Port Augusta in South 
Austra l ia . Provis ioning staff are 
responsible for ensuring that all the right 
ingredients are ordered and ready for the 
train on its arrival at turnaround. While 
this feverish activity is occurring, the 
passengers are in their travelling cocoon 
oblivious to the background movements. 

No-one on the train considers it a 
miracle that the food is ready at the desired 
time. After all, they have paid for the 
meals in their ticket cost, and the meals are 
served on time irrespective of where the 
train is geographically. 

God's provisioning is a lot like that. 
We are travelling through life in our 

own little cocooned existence, much like 
the passengers on the Indian Pacific (or on 
a 747 Jumbo jet or a cruise liner), while we 
are heading towards our next meal stop, 
other people are acting on the provisioning 
needs. Our understanding and knowledge 
of the future is limited, but it is reassuring 
that we can take heart in the secure 
knowledge that God has promised to 
provide for our needs. Matt 6:25-34. 

John Cronshaw 
BCA Executive and NSW 

Committee member 

Three Gems worth supporting 

Please help BCA in Roxby Downs & Andamooka and the McGrath family. 
Pictured LeftJoj^ht_/^el[a^oelJ^ 

YES... I'll dig deep for God 
Name: Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

initials Surname 

Address: Post Code 

Telephone: Parish if applicable 

• My Gift is enclosed for $ or G please debit my credit card: 

Signature: Expiry Date: 

G Bankcard G Mastercard G Visacard 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • a 
• I would like to donate regularly using my credit card; 

Please debit my card: Monthly G Quarterly G Half Yearly L J 

for the amount of $ 

• Tick Box if receipt is required G Outback ministry G Hostel/Medical 
Tax Deductable 


