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Outback Kids Video 
R ebecca and Kirsten Sandell head 

off on an adventure from Sydney 
to the outback of SA. They meet 

opal miners in Andamooka and explore 
their underground mines. Discovering 
life in the dust and in isolated areas, 
Rebecca and Kirsten meet outback 
children and find out what it is like to be 
away from the city. Sharing in school 
on a cattle station, driving long distances 
on rough roads, living in underground 
houses and enjoying horse riding are 
just some of the situations that Rebecca 
and Kirsten find themselves in. Their 
outback adventure also helps them to 
see the important work of sharing Jesus 
through the ministry of BCA in Coober 
Pedy and Roxby Downs. 
A video for kids of all ages 15 minutes 
duration. Ideal for Sunday Schools 
and Scripture classes or encouraging 
m i s s i o n a m o n g A u s t r a l i a n s . 
E n c o u r a g e your c h i l d r e n and 
grandchildren to have a love for the 
bush and a passion for Jesus. 
Contact your local BCA office today. 

Kirsten and Rebecca at Coober 
Pedy Catacomb Church. 

(Above) Nilpinna family. 

(Left) Kirsten rides a horse. 

Rejoice in New Found Faith! 
I an and Margaret Forsyth have been 

ministering in the Pilbara for 10 
months now. It marks a great change in 
their lives as Ian was a Children's 
Magistrate up until mid 1995 in Sydney. 
Their separation from family is keenly 
felt. In their July prayer letter they tell 
us of some of the highlights. 

"The most exciting thing to happen 
this month is that a Swedish Rotary 
Exchange student who had been living 
with one of our par ishioners and 
attending church, became a Christian! 
She had asked if she could come round 
to see us. After tea we had a good talk 
and answered her questions, then I 
explained "two ways to live" to her. She 
decided she wanted to make the decision 
so she prayed and we rejoiced with her 
about her new found faith. 

What had stirred her to make the 
decision was the lifestyle of the Christian 

family she had been living with. She 
even said she understood my sermons! 

Please pray for Annike as she has 
returned home to Sweden." 

Ian is busy with parish work, hospital 
visiting, the Seafarer's Centre, as well 
as the town's Committee on Christian 
Education in Schools and the Ministers 
Fraternal . Ian and Margaret have 
recently travelled to Newman for the 
Archdeaconry meeting and to Mount 
Whaleback Iron Ore Mine. There was a 
trip to Kalbarri for synod and Paraburdoo 
for a lay resources weekend. Please pray 
for Ian and Margaret as they travel 
around the Pilbara, and for the parish 
that there might be an increased 
willingness to get involved in parish 
work. 

Ian Forsyth 
Prayer notes day 5 

Ian & Margaret Forsyth 



Braille New Testament 
On Sunday 21st April, 1996 Rev Ian 

Forsyth, Rector of Port Hedland 
had great pleasure in presenting a Braille 
New Testament to one of his Port 
Hedland parishioners, Erin McGlew, 
who is eleven years old. 

Erin was totally unaware that the 
presentation was going to happen, and 
as you can see from the photograph, she 
was overwhelmed. Erin and her family 
were quite excited about the gift and 
since that time Erin has read the bible in 
church. 

The presentation had its origins last 
year when the members of the Port 
Hedland church decided they would like 
to give a Braille Bible to Erin, who is 

Erin's family share in her special 
presentation. 

Rev Ian Forsyth makes the presentation on 
behalf of the congregation. 

suffering from a degenerative condition 
that will eventually lead to her total 
blindness. A search that ended up being 
worldwide, indicated that there was no 
complete bible available for sale, so the 
New Testament was purchased from the 
Bible Society at a subsidised price 
through the generosity of parishioners. 

A Great Family 
Heritage 

In December, 1837, John Cowled 
and his family arrived in Adelaide South 
Australia, less than twelve months after 
it became a State. They were Bible 
Christians, a product of the Wesleyan 
revival . John and his family were 
responsible for the establishment of two 
Bible Christian (Wesleyan) Chapels, one 
near Gawler and the other near 
Watervale, both in South Australia. As 
their family grew, they scattered around 
the country so that today there are 
descendants in every State and Territory 

and many family members have 
continued in their faith in God. Some 
have even become missionaries in many 
different parts of the world for various 
m i s s i o n a r y soc i e t i e s in va r ious 
denominations. What relevance does this 
have to BCA? 

About two years ago, I took over the 
editorial role of a "Cowled Family" 
newsletter and last September I wrote 
about what was to happen in my life. As 
a result I have received a letter and a 
telephone call. I now find that I am the 
third living descendant of John Cowled 
to be accepted as a BCA missioner. There 
may even be others. 

I first received a letter from Rhonda 
Anstee, a descendant of John Cowled 
and who worked as a nurse at Cook and 
Tarcoola in South Australia from 1977 
to 1986 and did part-time relief work in 
the same places until 1992. Rhonda is 
now chief flight nurse with the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service based in Port 
Augusta, South Australia and writes that 
she is loving every minute of her work. 

Shortly before Christmas I received 
a telephone call from Elizabeth Caldwell 
who read my article while visiting a 
friend in South Australia. She rang to 
tell me that she also was a descendant of 
John Cowled. Elizabeth works as literacy 
coordinator at Nungalinya College, 
Darwin, NT where her work is supported 
by the Bush Church Aid Society. She 
appears on day 1 of the prayer diary. 

And so, having recently taken up 
duties as BCA missioner at Port Hedland, 
I became the third descendant of a 
pioneering Australian to have been 
accepted by the BCA to serve in outback 
Australia. Are there any other Cowled 
descendants reading this article who 
could make it four (or more)? 

- Ian Forsyth 

The Real Australian is a registered trade 
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Best of the 
Bush Concert 

• Over 300 people gathered at the 
Illawarra Grammar School on the 7th 
September, to enjoy a great time of music 
and to hear of the work of BCA. 

Artists included Illawarra Grammar 
School choir, Keith Dalleywater, New 
Jerusalem Construction Company and 
Colin Buchanan. Bishop Reg Piper 
welcomed people to the afternoon and 
encouraged them to be committed to 
mission beyond the city. 

Rev Philip and Mrs Margaret 
Bassett shared of their six and a 
half year min is t ry in the 
Murchison WA. They have now 
begun ministry at Toongabbie 
in Sydney. 

Col Buchanan signs autographs for 
young fans (Right). (Below) Young 
supporters line up to find out more 
about the BCA. 

S t a f f changes 
• P e t e r and J e n n y W i l k e n 

commenced with BCA in June 1996 as 
temporary Houseparents at BCA House 
Forbes. They have now been appointed 
to a permanent role. The Wilkens are 
formally from Strathpine in Queensland. 

.• Ted and Morwen Watkins will 
begin ministering in Leigh Creek this 
month. They have worked as BCA 
missioners before, at Strathgordon in 
1975-76. 

• Philip and Kathy Knife will begin 
ministry in Karratha in January 1997. 
The Knifes are from St Stephen's 
Lidcombe. 

• Rev Brian Viney, Victorian State 
Secretary has announced his retirement, 
effective after Christmas. Brian served 
the Society as a missioner at Apollo 

Bay/Timboon in 1958-9, at Tarraleah, 
1960-62, at Menindee from 1963-64, 
Derby from 1965-68 and Mullewa/ 
Dampier 1969-70. He was Deputation 
Secretary in Perth from 1971 to 1972 
and has been Victorian State Secretary 
since 1988. Thank you for the many 
years of loyal service and we wish Brian 
and Margaret well in their future 
endeavours. 

• Tim Baxter will join the BCA as a 
catechist in 1997, assisting the NSW 
State office with deputations as well as 
undertaking some research work for us. 
Welcome Tim and Natasha, Emily and 
Jessica to the BCA family. 

• Bishop Bernard Buckland of 
Newman will be retiring mid '97 and 
will continue serving BCA with his wife 
Coralie in the role of part time BCA 
Secretary in WA. 

DOES ANYBODY NAVE A COPY OF THE GOSPEL OUTBACK. 
ADVERTISED FOR SALE IN A 1936 REAL AUSTRALIAN? 
CAN ANYONE HELP WITH A REAL AUSTRALIAN FROM 

1922-1929 FOR OUR ARCHIVES? 

FORMER BCA STAFF PHOTOS SOUGHT 
Missing photo list November 1996 
If you have a good photo of anyone listed below would you give it to or loan it for copying by the 
BCA Sydney Office. 
PICKBURN 
POLE 
POWELL 
PRICE 
PURCELL 
QUINE 
RICHARDS 
ROBEY 
ROSS 

RevTH 
MissT 
RevC 
MissH 
MissM 
Sr 
MrB 
MissM 
SrC 

THE OTWAYS 1940-50 
WUNDINNA 1953-54 
CUMMINS 1928-30 
CEDUNA 1958-59 
WILCANNIA 1921-22 
CEDUNA 1926-27 
CEDUNA 1956-58 
CEDUNA/PENONG 1961 -63 
Van WILCANNIA/CEDUNA 1933-36-41-42 



Blackwater Baptisms 
Blackwater Parish is approx. 19,000 

sq. km in size and is in the heart of 
cattle country which has suffered from a 
long drought. It is also within the 
lucrative Bowen Basin with vast black 
coal reserves. Within the parish there 
are three small rural and rail centres -
Bluff, Dingo (a declining timber town) 
and Duar inga (serving a primary 
producing area). Blackwater, located 
west of Rockhampton is a mining 
company community of 7,000 people. 
Rev Peter and Mrs Jeanette Blundell 
with their children James and Megan 
have been there since 1992. 

Services on Properties 
A part of Peter's ministry in the parish 

is the regular visits and outreach to 
rura l f ami l i e s . David and Ju l ie 
McCawley, graziers in the McKenzie 
River area made contact with the church 
through Peter 's pastoral care and 
willingness to conduct services. 

They first met Peter at a baptism 
service on their neighbour's property. 
Peter's visit and their willingness to have 
spiritual input into their family life, led 
to their hosting a regular Easter service 
on their property. 

Many folk from the McKenzie River 
area who are unable to get to a regular 
church service are now at least able to 
share in worship and hear from God's 
word on Easter day. Peter's patient and 
persistent work in visitation and regular 
services has encouraged many grazier 
families to know Christ through difficult 
drought times. 

fl place in God's family 
As community leaders Jeanette and 

Peter are involved in a range of 
community groups such as the P & C 
Association and Careforce. This brings 
them into contact with people who have 
questions of faith on their heart. These 
people are able to say "yes" to God but 
are very unsure of the church. The 
Catecumenate has been a way of helping 
these folk to not only understand faith in 
Christ but take up the ministries that 
God has given them wi th in the 
congregation and to see their work as a 
vocation from God. 

Trevor and Narelle Waldron moved 
to Blackwater in 1993 when Trevor took 
up the pos i t i on of P r inc ipa l of 
Blackwater Primary School. While 
Trevor had been a part of the church as 

a child he felt removed from its life and 
faith. With the encouragement of 
neighbours and with the friendliness of 
Peter and Jeanette Blundell, Trevor and 
Narelle drew closer to the church. 
Around a barbecue at the Blundells, 

David and Julie McCawley (above), and 
(below) with Peter Blundell and friends 
for a baptism on their property. 

questions of faith were discussed and 
Peter asked Trevor whether he had 
thought about being baptised. Trevor's 
"yes" led to his careful nurturing and 
teaching by Peter, twelve months later 
he was baptised on Easter Day. Trevor's 
story of finding answers to his faith 
questions and seeing a place for him and 
Narelle in the parish is illustrative of 
how others have become alive to God in 
Blackwater . The Blundel ls have 
encouraged the development of the 
"catecumenate" process of helping adults 
find faith in Christ and an active place in 
the life of the congregation. 

Peter sees the catecumenate as having 
a profound impact within the church and 
in the community. Enquirers like Trevor 
who grow in faith and enthusiasm, bear 
witness to what the church is about 
amongst work col leagues . Now at 
Trevor's school he is prepared to be 
known as a Christian and an active 
member of the Anglican Church which 
has raised interesting questions and 
discussions in the staff room. 



O Lord our God, Help us to remember those 
who live in the remote parts of our land. 
We ask you to strengthen and encourage all 
whose ministries are supported by the Bush 
Church Aid Society. Refresh them in times of 
discouragement and loneliness and call others 
to stand with them in the task of making Christ 
known. Grant that, through the ministry of the 
Word and Sacraments, through medical work, 
through service and by caring for the young, the 
message of your redeeming love may be 

proclaimed, and 
accepted by the 
people throughout 
our land. We ask these 
things through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Amen. 

If you'd like more details for prayer, send for our FREE quarterly prayer notes. 

Diocese of NorthernTerritory - Bishop Richard Appleby 
1. Darwin: Anglicare Director - Mr Peter and Mrs Lynne Fisher 
2. Tennant Creek - Rev Tom and Mrs Carol Williams 

Diocese of North West Australia - Bishop Tony Nichols 
3. Kununurra - Rev John and Mrs Dianne Symons 
4. Derby - vacant 
5. Newman - Rt Rev Bernard and Mrs Coralie Buckland 
6. Hedland - Rev Ian and Mrs Margaret Forsyth 
7. Karratha /Dampier -Rev Philip and Mrs Kathy Knife (Jan 1997) 
8. Wickham - Archdeacon Bill and Mrs Jocelyn Ross 
9. Paraburdoo/Tom Price - Rev Neil and Mrs Anthea Walthew 
10. Mt Magnet (Murchison) -vacant 
11. Leinster (NE Goldfields) -Rev Les and Mrs Jenny Gaulton 
12. Geraldton (Bluff Point) - (Ministry Training) Rev Neil and Mrs Carmen Ellis 

Diocese of Willochra - Bishop David McCall 
13. Coober Pedy - Rev Bob and Mrs Denise Rothwell 
14. Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission - Rev Ian and Mrs Glenda McGrath 
15. Leigh Creek - Rev Ted and Mrs Morwen Watkins 
16. Cook: Bp Kirkby Memorial Hospital - Sr Joyce Kennedy/Sr Anneliese Cusack 

Diocese of Riverina - Bishop Bruce Clark 
17. Broken Hill BCA House - Mr Ian and Mrs Carol Blow 
18. Wilcannia - Rev Don and Mrs Helen Wilson 

Diocese of Tasmania - Bishop Phillip Newell 
19. Queenstown (West Coast) - Rev David and Mrs Trudy Sharman 

Diocese of Armidale - Bishop Peter Chiswell 
20. Lightning Ridge - Rev Geoff and Mrs Catherine Hearne 
21. Walgett - Rev Clive and Mrs Yivienne Robinson 

Diocese of Brisbane - Archbishop Peter Hollingworth 
22. Quilpie - Rev Terry and Mrs Sherry Leonard 

Diocese of Rockhampton - Bishop Ron Stone (elect) 
23. Winton - Rev Geoff and Mrs Gill Bransgrove 
24. Blackwater - Rev Peter and Mrs Jeanette Blundell 

Diocese of Bathurst - Bishop Bruce Wilson 
25. Forbes BCA House - Mr Peter and Mrs Jenny Wilken 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ministry 
26. Cairns: St Lukes - Rev Jim and Mrs Lala Leftwich 

Darwin: Nungalinya College - Ms Elizabeth Caldwell 
27. Cootamundra: Bimbadeen College - Mr Denis and Mrs Maureen Atkinson 

Furneaux Islands -Rev Donald Moffat, Diocese of Tasmania 
State Offices 

28. Acting Hon Secretary for W.A. - Rev Fred Buchanan 
State Secretary for S.A. - Rev Owen Thomas, Mrs Aila Alderson 
State Secretary for Vic and Tas. - Rev Brian Viney, Ms Margo Bright 

29. State Secretary for NSW - Rev Greg Thompson, Mr Ric Bollen, 
Mrs Sue Brendish 
State Secretary for Qld and Northern NSW - Rev Les Monaghan, 
Mrs Dianne Harris, Mrs Ruth Blackburn 

BCA National Office 
30. Rev Brian Roberts, Mr Jim Gosbee, Mr Dennis Outred, Mrs Jacqueline Griffiths, 

Mrs Michele Peacock, Ms Barbara Howard 

Pray 
for 

our staff 

Our 
Mission 
Field 

The 
BCA 
Prayer 



"TEN ON THE DOORSTEP" 

Owen Thomas with local Wilcannia children on the doorstep of the Rectory. 

W e arrived in Wilcannia on 
Saturday evening, and next 
morning found 10 aboriginal 

boys waiting on the doorstep of the 
church for the service. Don and Helen 
said that this frequently happens, but 
said that there were more than usual 
today. Could this be due to the fact that 
a super morning tea was to follow? We 
decided to place ourselves strategically 
among them, but even though they were 
quite young and none of their parents 
were with them, we found they were 
interested and involved in the worship. 

Don had a meeting with anyone who 
could stay after morning tea. He regards 
this as a kind of parish council as there 
are so few adults and some of these have 
to travel long distances. Lunch followed 
this meeting, and later in the afternoon 
the four of us went walkabout in the 
town where Hilary and I saw some of 
the efforts being made to encourage 

aboriginal art and crafts. Wilcannia has 
a number of fine old stone buildings 
from last century, but in recent years 
there have been some vandalising of 
other bui ldings. We hope that the 
positive efforts to bring out people's 
latent talents will be successful. 

Our time with Helen and Don was 
most enriching for us. Apart from their 
wonderful fellowship and hospitality, 
we were able to gain some insight into 
their ministry in a town that was once a 
vital inland river port but is now very 
much in decline. The population is about 
880, of whom some 700 are Aboriginal. 
T h e r e is a h i g h i n c i d e n c e of 
unemployment that is compounded by 
the town's remoteness. 

Our visit will enable us to share more 
directly with city folk about the splendid 
work being done by our BCA front line 
staff to Bring our Country Alive. 

Rev Owen Thomas - SA Secretary 

Development in Lay Ministry 
T ravelling back 150 kms to Menindee 

after Church at Wilcannia on Sunday 
on the dirt road west of the Darling river 
the country looked very beautiful: 
orange red earth and green grey 
vegetation with a lovely blue sky dotted 
with swirls of fluffy white clouds. 

It was in October 1994 that Jim and 
Buffy first passed through Wilcannia 
where they attended church and met up 
with Don and Helen Wilson. "We were 
challenged by the need for a Christian 
couple to come and live in the Wilcannia 
Parish for a short time", said Jim. "Our 
offer was quickly taken up yet it was not 
until this year we could see our way 
clear to get away for three months. It 
was the Lord's timing as we were 
assigned to the old river town of 
Menindee to do ground breaking 
visitation, assisting the Wilsons who 
had recently committed themselves to 
the pastoral oversight of the town". 

"We committed ourselves to be in 
Menindee for three months, July -
September". 

Jim and Buffy were 
conscious of the prayers 
of the BCA family who 
p ray r e g u l a r l y for 
remote ministry. They 
were conscious too of the 
prayers of their home 
parish of Leongatha and 
of their son Hamish, who 
was "minding the farm" 
while they served the 
Lord in this new way at 
Menindee. 

"We committed ourselves to 
be in Menindee for three 
months, July - September n 

Jim and Buffy Nelson are English 
and after marrying in 1958 emigrated to 
Australia in 1959. After many years in 
Melbourne they moved to Leongatha in 
South Gipps land Vic to r ia . They 
regularly worship at St Paul's Koonwarra 
and at St Peter's Leongatha. They have 
eight children, including two adopted. 

This is a way for lay people, or 
retired clergy, to serve the Lord in 
outback communities. Just being a 
Christian presence, supporting the 
ministry in a very practical way. Here is 
a door of opportunity for three, six or 
twelve months. I'm sure Don would be 
pleased to hear from you. 

Jim and Buffy Nelson 



W ilcannia, Mungindi, Wentworth 
Falls, Port Lincoln, Moree and 

Broken Hill have all had their part in the 
hostel ministry of the Bush Church Aid 
Society. 
In the later years only BCA House at 
Broken Hill remained in operation, until 
the beginning of this year when we took 
over the reigns of the oldest operating 
hostel in the Commonwealth - St John's 
Anglican Hostel, Forbes. 

Responsibility 
Since 1st January the 24 children at 

BCA House Forbes have made their own 
determined effort to add their own 
dimension to the history of the Society. 
They have reinforced the houseparents 
knowledge that God is there guiding 
them in their daily tasks and giving them 
wisdom and patience. The responsibility 
of the houseparents is great. Proverbs 
22.6 reminds us of those long term 
responsibilities: Train up a child in the 
way he should go, And when he is old he 
will not depart from it. 

Leaving BCA House Forbes for school. 

Snapshots 
of Care 
for Kids 

Security 
In providing a home for the students 

we have a legal duty of care towards 
them and part of this is ensuring that 
they are in the right place at the right 
time. With 24 of them this can be a 
difficult task, particularly at night. The 
buildings have the minimum of security 
but certain doorways do have to be 
alarmed. As there were loopholes in the 
existing system we went to purchase 
some extra electrical sensors and the 
salesman was left speechless when told 
that we were looking to keep students in 
and not just intruders out. 

Comfort 
The first day of any school year will 

bring its own traumas to children and 
parents alike. The children who are away 
from home for the first time will have to 
cope with separation, making new 
friends in a school much larger than 
they are used to and living in a large 
'family' group. To ease the pain many 
children of all ages bring various 
'comforters' with them to remind them 
of home. Pets however are not allowed. 
At the start of first term a young man 
arrived with his mother all the way from 
Queensland and he was clearly attached 
to his comforter called 'Joanna'. We 
discussed the situation with his mother 
and agreed that 'Joanna' could stay with 
her son in his dormitory during the first 
week but then would have to move to 
the music rooms. 'Joanna' was a python! 
It belonged to a sub species discovered 
by a Dr Children and is known as a 

Children's python. Their maximum 
length is less than a metre with the body 
diameter of a thick finger. Every one 
successfully survived the term and the 
student concerned was happy enough to 
return in term 2 without 'Joanna'. 

Ministry 
Through our hostel ministry we are 

able to introduce many of the children to 
Jesus for the first time and are reminded 
of Matthew 19.14 "But Jesus said - Let 
the little children come to Me and do not 
forbid them: for such is the kingdom of 
heaven". Some of those children later in 
their lives commit their lives to the Lord 
and share their experiences with the 
houseparents who cared for them as their 
own in those formative years. 

- Dennis Outred 

BCA House - Forbes. 



"The Fair Dinkum 
Thing" We arrived back in Adelaide after 

a fortnights BCA coach tour of 
South Australia's outback parishes with 
greater girths as a result of the wonderful 
country cooking and hospitality. 

The parishioners and ministers we 
visited helped to give the 42 of us a far 
more realistic idea of the conditions and 
problems of the outback than we ever 
could have acquired by reading about 
them or by being told of them in church 
congregations. This was the fair dinkum 
thing. 

Over 5,200 kilometres of roads, many 
dirt and pot holed and corrugated. Small 
outback parishes sharing ministers who 
travel hundreds of kilometres every week 
to attend to their scattered flocks. Often 
impassable tracks causing trouble with 
supplies and medical attention. 

But in spite of these problems the 
spiritual convictions of the parishioners 
was a wonderful witness for us. 

From Coober Pedy's underground 
Catacomb Church to Cook's BCA 
hospital, from Roxby Downs' Olympic 
Dam to Andamooka's unbelievable 
landscape or the endless flatness of the 
Nullarbor. These startling contrasts in 
people and places are challenges through 
which BCA somehow manages to weave 
its way. Dedication and Christian faith 
in action. 

How lucky we were, being catered 

Church Service - Bleinman 
(Parish of Leigh Creek) 

for everywhere we went, having a 
comfortable coach to travel in with all 
mod cons, staying at the best available 
motels! The contrast between all this 
and the way our tough explorers and 
pioneers, before there was any BCA, 
managed to survive, struck us all. We 
felt we were very blessed. 

Though the object of the coach tour 
was primarily for meeting the people 
and showing how BCA operates, there 
were several times when our sightseeing 

and enjoyment became the order of the 
day. 

Visiting whales at the head of the 
Bight. Lunches served from the middle 
of nowhere from the giant trailer pulled 
by the bus. Old Ghan railway stations. 
Strange caves hidden in the Nullabor. 
Incredib le mound springs on the 
Oodnadatta Track. Township ruins and 
museums reflecting the past. Rugged 
coastl ines, exploring places where 
tourists seldom venture. 

As the centres and churches we 
visited were all in the Diocese of 
Willochra, we called in on Bishop David 
McCall and his wife Marion at Gladstone 
in S.A's mid-north to share more 
experiences. 

It is only when one looks back on 
what was packed into those two weeks 
that one comes to realise the scale and 
wide scope of this coach tour and the 
remarkable job BCA is doing in this 
wonderful harsh outback. 

- David Pain 

(Above) Group outside Bishop's House. 
(Below) Conrad Powell speaks about 

Andamooka 



Rev Philip and Mrs Margaret Bassett 

people who by supporting us support 
them. 

Please keep praying for them after 
we leave. Please keep supporting the 
ministry in the Murchison through BCA 
and whomever they find to continue the 
work here when we've gone. The work 
here is not impressive on the grand scale 
of things but there are people who need 
to hear the gospel and having responded 
need to grow in Christ just as there are 
in the cities. 

Please pray for Bishop Tony Nichols 
and BCA as they seek for our 
replacements. Please pray for provision 
of ministry in the interim and for the 
members of our congregation as they 
"go it alone" for much of the time. 

Our feelings are a bit mixed at leaving 
Mt. Magnet. It has been a wonderful 
encouragement to know that so many 
people around the country have been 
sharing in the work here. It has been 
particularly encouraging when we have 
received letters or cards reminding us of 
your prayers for us. 

- Rev Philip Bassett 
Philip and Margaret accepted an 

appointment to the Parish ofToongabbie 
(Diocese of Sydney) to commence their 
new phase of ministry in September. 

Reaching out to young hearts 

James Scott - Coona Coona near Wilcannia, who was "the boy in the hat" 
__ (IWJ^ovember 1995)._ 

YES... I'll help support ministry beyond the city 
Name: Rev/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

initials Surname 

Address: Post Code 

Telephone: Parish if applicable 

• My Gift is enclosed for $ Please debit my credit card: 

Signature: Expiry Date: 

L J Bankcard LJ Mastercard LJ Visacard 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • a 

• I would like to donate regularly using my credit card; 

Please debit my card: Monthly LJ Quarterly L J Half Yearly L J 

for the amount of $ 

• Tick Box if receipt is required L J Outback ministry L J Hostel/Medical 
Tax Deductable 

They have been 
good years! 
• ^ h i l i p and Margaret have been 
•^minister ing in the Murchison parish 
™ WA for six and a half years now. 
Philip writes to us on leaving Mt Magnet. 

We have enjoyed living in outback 
Western Australia and we have done 
things and been places that we wouldn't 
have dreamed of if we'd stayed in Sydney 
all the time. 

We have had the p r iv i l ege of 
ministering to a diverse group of people 
that have in most cases come to our 
towns, stayed a while then moved on. 
They have been miners, school teachers, 
doctors, dentists, truck drivers, cooks, 
cleaners, Flying Doctor pilots, bank 
managers, school children, housewives, 
chemists, geologists, geophysicists, 
social workers and station hands. 

They have come from far and wide, 
nearby towns, and overseas. They came 
from a wide variety of churched and non 
churched backgrounds , the whole 
spectrum of Christians worshipping 
together whilst in the Murchison. 

Some are city folk chasing the elusive 
dollar trying to strike it rich, or they've 
come searching for a job, because there's 
no work in the cities. Others have been 
sent he re by the i r c o m p a n y or 
government department, to work a few 
years in the bush then return to the city. 
Still others are country folk who can't 
stand cities and regard the bush as home. 

M a n y h a v e e x p r e s s e d t h e i r 
appreciation that the Anglican church, 
through BCA, provides ministry in these 
remote parts of our country. Many have 
asked us to pass on our thanks to you 


