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I couldn’t believe it when I was first told, so I had to ask 
again and check. Sadly I heard it correctly the first time. I 
was told by senior clergy that a western NSW parish was 
more than likely going to be serviced by another parish 
30 minutes away. Although this is a common occurrence 
throughout rural Australia, for this parish it was the first 
time and it was due to one reason – the drought!

I have known of this parish for many years and it has always 
been viable. To my knowledge the number of people attending 
is still good and they have always been generous. The issue is 
that virtually all of the parish members rely on farming. The 
longevity of this drought means for many in this parish, it will be 
another year without a crop and without income; income from 
which they tithe.

So devastating is this drought that once viable parishes are 
now struggling. 

The prophet Isaiah using the very familiar language of 
drought speaks of the grace of the Lord that will be poured out. 

 For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the 
dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring, and my 
blessing on your descendants. Isaiah 44:3

Isaiah spoke of the hope we now know as Jesus. For over 
100 years BCA has shared that message in what has always 
been a dry and dusty land but it is even more so now with this 
current drought. 

Would you please prayerfully consider giving generously to 
our Christmas Appeal today to ensure that we can continue 
to spread the good news of Jesus to a physical and spiritually 
thirsty land. Thank you for your prayers and your generosity.

Greg Harris 
National Director

 

Editorial

So devastating is 
this drought that 
even once viable 
parishes are now 
struggling
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For over 100 years BCA has been 
providing care in Christ’s name during 
time of drought, flood, loss or personal 
hardship. It is our boots on the 
ground that provide essential support, 
compassion and encouragement. Christ 
is honoured as Field Staff share the 
message of hope. 

Farmers Jim and Judy 
Baskerville from Jandowae in 
Queensland know full well 
the impact of BCA Field Staff 
on dry and dusty hearts. It 
was in the early 1970s when 
Jandowae was in the midst of 
another huge drought that Jim 
travelled to Blackwater to make 
an income. 

“BCA certainly brought Christ to me in 
Blackwater,” says Jim. “BCA Field Staff The 
Revd Greg & Dell Ezzy lived a different life 
to what I was accustomed to. They lived 
their faith not just spoke it. While I had 
been involved in the Anglican Church from 
a young age I didn’t really grasp what that 
meant. When I returned to Jandowae our 
minister there arranged a mission and that 
is when I finally received Jesus Christ into 
my life.” 

While the Baskervilles are currently living 
through another drought they are full of 
hope. “We have never known a drought not 
broken by rain. We know God will send rain 
in His timing. We need to fill sheds with hay 
in times of plenty for times like now.

“We need to remember that God is in 
control of all things including 
the weather. We need to accept 
that you can be prepared for 
lean times with God’s help and 
be thankful for good times. To 
see the country respond after  
a spell (drought) is a miracle  
to behold.”

It is their hope in the risen 
Lord that has seen Jim and 
Judy persevere through another 

drought and that faith was encouraged by 
the witness of BCA Field Staff.

We need your prayers and your support 
to continue funding strong Christian leaders 
and caring churches in the bush. Your 
donation towards our $225,000 goal before 
Christmas 2019 will help our Field Staff 
bring the message of hope to dry and dusty 
hearts right across Australia.

Bring hope to a dry and dusty land

We have never 
known a drought 
not broken by rain. 
We know God will 
send rain in His 
timing

4 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN



Preaching the gospel in rehab

Philip Knight says that some of the best 
gospel discussions he has during the 
week are when he goes to rehab.

He visits Turner River Drug and Alcohol 
Rehabilitation Centre (near Port Hedland) 
to hold a Bible study with residents and is 
encouraged by their genuine interest and 
engagement with the scriptures. 

“The residents are in a place where they 
recognise they need help. So many people 
never get to that point. How precious it is  
to meet people who are open to talking 
about God in the midst of their struggle  
to change.

“Everything else they relied 
upon – such as relationships, 
work, money and things – has 
been stripped away and they 
have nowhere else to turn. 
The gospel speaks powerfully 
into their situation.

“Each week I print out 
a passage of the Bible and 
we spend about an hour 
discussing it verse by verse to 
find out the meaning.”

Turner River draws people 
from all over the state and 
almost every resident has 
asked Philip for their own 
copy of the Bible. 

Philip reminds them of 
Ephesians 2:8–10: ‘For it is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith 
– and this is not from yourself, so that no 
one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God has prepared in advance for us 
to do.’

“I have had a front row seat in seeing a 
person move from claiming to be an atheist, 
to agnostic to finally repenting of their sins 

and putting their trust in Jesus. It 
is truly amazing how God draws 
people to Himself and makes 
them new.”

Like many Christians, Philip 
prays regularly that God will  
open the door for him to proclaim 
the gospel. 

“When the rehab centre rang 
and invited me to run a Bible 
study, I thanked God that He had 
opened a door, and I run through 
that door each week!” 

Please pray for people in rehab 
to know God’s grace and peace. 

Eugenie Harris 
Diocese of North West Australia 

I have had a front 
row seat in seeing 
a person move 
from claiming to 
be an atheist,  
to agnostic to 
finally repenting 
of their sins and 
putting their trust 
in Jesus. It is truly 
amazing how God 
draws people to 
himself and makes 
them new
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Shining Jesus’ light  
in Jindabyne

Our prayers have been answered and 
a family has responded to the call to 
establish a church plant in Jindabyne. 
Thank you for your support in making 
this happen and welcome to Trent, Alice, 
Henry, Maisie and Siena McGrath! 

Alice and I both grew up on Sydney’s 
Northern Beaches. Alice came to faith 
through the youth ministry of St Faith’s 
Narrabeen and I met Jesus in my 20’s who 
transformed my life when I read the Gospels 
for the first time.

I’ve been involved in a broad range of 
parish and preaching ministries over the 
last five years, where my main focus was 
in serving youth and young adults. I was 
formally ordained to ministry in Sydney’s 
West, and returned to Narrabeen in 2018 to 
create a culture of discipleship among young 
adults. It has been a season of God’s grace 
to our family to be able to return to our 
home church of St. Faith’s and has prepared 
us well for church planting in Jindabyne.

God has given me a steady desire be on 
mission somewhere outside of Sydney and 
when this opportunity came up in Jindabyne 
it gave us a real focus to our prayers. We 
both love the mountains and snow sports, 
and we regularly visit our family who live 

there. Jindabyne is a growing village that 
desperately needs a church to shine the light 
of Christ in the community. We believe this 
is something that God has equipped us to 
start and called us to lead.

Our hope is that God will use our church 
to pour out His mercy on the year round 
residents as well as the seasonal visitors that 
make Jindabyne their home. We long to see 
hundreds of people come to know Jesus, 
refresh their love for the local church, and 
live missionally in the village and in their 
networks. Our initial goal will be to meet 
with God’s people to learn, pray and dream 
together, and begin to establish relationships 
and connections in the community. 

We would love your prayers as we finish 
at St Faith’s and for our adaptation to 
new surroundings, particularly for our son 
Henry who starts school in 2020. Please ask 
God to provide good friends for all of us, 
especially our children. Please also pray as I 
think strategically about when and where to 
plant; plan and prepare what to teach; and 
as I look for every opportunity to share the 
gospel as I go. 

Trent McGrath
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Sharing life and the gospel  
in Lightning Ridge

After a year without a full-time Minister, 
the Lightning Ridge Community Church 
will welcome Kurt & Rebecca Langmead 
and their children June, Arthur, Lydia and 
Jeremiah in early 2020. Kurt and Rebecca 
are Sydney born and bred but have 
served in parish ministry in the Diocese 
of Armidale for the past five years. 

I first came to understand ‘grace’ for 
myself in my early high school years through 
a lunchtime Christian group and Bec can’t 
remember a day where she didn’t have 
clarity that salvation was by grace alone.

We met and married at Engadine 
Anglican Church, where we both completed 
some ministry training and secular work 
before I commenced theological study at 
Moore College.

Since I graduated I’ve served as an 
Assistant Minister at Gunnedah for two 
years and St Peter’s Armidale for the past 
three. In more recent years, Bec and I have 
experienced a growing heart for mission 
– beginning in our own backyard, and 
extending to the ends of the earth.

Bec and I pray daily that the Lord would 
grant us opportunities to share both our life 
and the gospel with people in places that 

others might miss. The prayer is based on 
Paul’s words in 1 Thessalonians 2:8, and 
over the last ten years this little prayer has 
helped to keep us focused on the things 
that matter most in life and ministry.

Lightning Ridge is a long way from the 
green and leafy suburbs of the Sutherland 
Shire, but Christ’s lordship extends to all 
places, including the ones that are a little off 
the beaten track. We trust there’ll be heaps 
of opportunities to share our lives and the 
gospel at the Ridge. We feel privileged and 
excited at the opportunity to serve there in 
the next season of our life and ministry.

As I begin my new role, my priorities will 
be to develop good, gospel partnerships 
with my wardens, parish council and key lay 
leaders, as well as ensure that prayer and 
ministry of the word forms the foundation 
of all our plans and programs. 

We would appreciate your prayers: that 
we would finish well and start strong; for 
settled hearts for our four children and good 
starts at school for June (Year 2) and Arthur 
(Kindergarten); and for the development of 
good, long-term gospel relationships as we 
share both our life and the gospel.

Kurt Langmead
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Follow-up in Narromine

James and Brittany Daymond moved 
to Narromine in February 2017 to 
commence an evangelistic ministry. 
Across the past 2.5 years they have 
visited every property in the district and 
every house in the town. They are now 
in the process of following-up people 
whose hearts were open to the good 
news of Jesus. 

We have been very busy 
with following-up people 
in the Narromine district. It 
hasn’t just been us, but also 
included a team of people 
from the Narromine and 
Trangie Anglican Church. 

We wanted to ensure that 
we followed-up everyone 
who expressed interest in 
Jesus during the initial stages 
of our visiting ministry. These 
included farmers and people 
living and working in towns in 
the district. 

As we have followed-up people, we have 
asked about their reading of The Aussie 
Bible or The Essential Jesus or any other 
resource we had given them. We have then 
gone on to ask if they would like to read 
the Bible with us. Thankfully, some people 
have said “yes”! It has been particularly 
pleasing to hear some people say that 
they have read all or part of what we had 
handed out.

When we caught up with 
one lady, she said that she had 
read all of the The Essential 
Jesus during times in her work 
day where she could find a gap. 
She was very pleased when we 
were able to supply her with a 
New Testament to go on with 
her reading.

Another lady reported that 
her reading of the Bible she 
received from us had given 
her peace. This lady was very 
happy for us to do a brief Bible 

study with her and she looks forward to our 

How wonderful it 
has been for us to 
give people the 
opportunity to 
make an informed 
decision about 
whether to follow 
Jesus

Evangelism Leadership Team: Ray Haigh, 
Shirley Alderton and Mark Unicomb

8 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN



Follow-up in Narromine

next visit. Then there was the lady who we 
visited who said that she would really like to 
read the Bible with us because she would 
like someone to explain it to her. 

On another occasion, we learned that 
one lady had taken The Essential Jesus 
with her regularly when she went for 
chemotherapy in hospital. The ministry to 
this lady has continued and strengthened 
with the Bible and other resources being 
shared to help her in her time of need. 

These responses have been just as the 
Bible foreshadows in Acts 17:32–34 when 
Paul was in Athens. Some sneer, some 
want to hear more, and some believe. How 
wonderful it has been for us to give people 
the opportunity to make an informed 
decision about whether to follow Jesus. 

Perhaps one of the most memorable 
stories has been meeting a young man in his 
twenties while he was working in a shop. 
When we met, he said that he had just 
been thinking about reading the Bible the 
night before. We were very pleased to give 
him a copy of The Essential Jesus and he has 
come to put his trust in Jesus. This man now 
attends church and Bible study. He even 
wants to set up his own Bible study with 
work colleagues and if they don’t come, he 
plans on inviting people in his street! 

Thank you very much for your ongoing 
prayerfulness for this ministry. 

James & Brittany 
Daymond

District Map: we have visited all of the farms in 
the district

James & Brittany Daymond
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Ninety-one years of worship  
in Cann River

The Cann River area in the Diocese of 
Gippsland has strong ties to BCA, in fact 
St John’s Cann River was built by funds 
donated by BCA Deaconess Edith Reece. 
The current Priest in Charge Jude Benton 
looks back on a wonderful history but 
more importantly looks forward…

Have you heard the stories about:
• John Sackfield, a lay minister who died 

in the bush on the way to Cann River in 
1893 and whose body was never found?

• Sister Dorothy Allmond, a young English 
nurse, who needed the help of a passing 
Bishop to set a man’s thigh in a hut in 
the bush somewhere near Cann River?

• SJ Kirby who in 1921 travelled by foot 
from Nimmitabel to Cann River? He 
then travelled by a combination of 
coach, horseback and foot, to Genoa, 
Mallacoota (which he described as a 
“place of exceptional beauty, what a 

wonderful holiday resort it would make”) 
and then to Sale via Tonghi, Noorinbee, 
Combienbar, Club Terrace, Orbost – a 
journey of 19 days – taking church 
services in people’s houses.

• Edith Reece an older English ‘woman 
of independent means’ who not only 
collected and distributed educational 
books to the early settlers and spent time 
visiting isolated farming women, but 
in 1929 donated the funds to build St 
John’s Cann River.
These are but a few of the many 

interesting and varied people who make up 
the history of Christian ministry in the Cann 
River area.

On Sunday 28 July 2019, 50 people 
gathered at the church of St John the 
Evangelist in Cann River to hear these and 
other stories as they celebrated 91 years of 
worship at St John’s and the centenary of 
Bush Church Aid. Many of those present 

The congregation at the celebration of 91 
years of worship and 100 years of BCA at 
Cann River
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Ninety-one years of worship  
in Cann River

had travelled to be there, bringing with them 
memories of Cann River and the church in the 
various years that they had lived and worked 
in the area.

The reason for the combined celebration 
was that between 1922 and 1963 Bush 
Church Aid supported not only the St John’s 
Church ministry, but also provided the nurses 
that served in Cann River and the surrounding 
area. This was a place where the practical and 
spiritual sides of church life were intertwined, 
and the service provided by BCA was essential 
to the whole community. Between 2006 
and 2009 BCA once again assisted with 
funding the ministry in Croajingolong, with 
the appointment of Graham Knott. It was 
wonderful to have Graham preach a very 
encouraging message at the service. 

Although the history is fascinating, the 
church celebration was also an occasion to 
look forward. We prayed for the ongoing 
work of Bush Church Aid, that aims to 
support regional, rural and remote churches 
throughout Australia; and also for the work 
of the Cooperating Parish of Croajingolong at 
both Mallacoota and Cann River.

Much has changed over the past century – 
no longer do people turn up to church services 
in order that they can have teeth pulled by 
the bush nurse. What has not changed is 
that there are still people working hard to let 
others know that God loves them. 

Many thanks to all who have been part of 
the history of St John’s Cann River, and all who 
helped make the anniversary service such a 
fantastic and enjoyable day. 

Jude Benton Top to bottom:
Sister Dorothy Allmond out visiting in Croajingalong 
A special cake to celebrate BCA’s Centenary
The Revd Graham Knott & The Revd Jude Benton
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Celebrating ministry  
in the Eyre Peninsula

In late September over 45 people 
travelled from across the Eyre Peninsula 
to join with locals to celebrate the 
ministry of BCA in the region from the 
1930’s to the 1990’s. 

BCA nurses were on hand to tell stories 
of their time working in remote locations 
like Cook, Tarcoola, Penong, 
Wirrula and Minnipa to name 
a few. One nurse told me of 
heading to Ceduna as a 21 
year old. She subsequently 
served across a number of 
our hospitals before finishing 
her bush nursing as Matron 
of Ceduna Hospital. She said 
”I came out as a 21 year old 
nurse to relieve for the holidays 
and God led me to stay. With 
His guidance I stayed until 
1994.” This relief shift lasted 
some 40 years!

Another nurse spoke of attending the 
Box Hill Church of Christ in Melbourne and 
was moved to act after a visit from a BCA 

missioner. “The need was for nurses to go 
to South Australia to staff their hospitals. 
‘Australia for Christ’ was their motto and 
that idea attracted me.”

Many of the guests who attended the 
dinner on Saturday evening recorded their 
stories and connection with BCA in a book 
that was made available. The plan is to 

add this book to the vast 
archives that are located in 
the National Office in Sydney. 
At the dinner Neville Naden 
spoke on BCA’s work with 
Indigenous people across 
Australia, and BCA’s  
hope to identify and build 
leadership capacity across the 
Indigenous church. 

On Sunday we gathered 
at St Michael and All 
Angels’ church in Ceduna. 
We thanked God for His 

work through BCA in helping develop 
communities by providing medical, 
educational, spiritual and pastoral support 
for the Eyre Peninsula region. 

We are thankful 
that we were able 
to, in the context 
of time and 
kilometres, go the 
distance for this 
family, pray with 
them and assure 
them of God’s 
goodness
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Celebrating ministry  
in the Eyre Peninsula

After finishing up in Ceduna we travelled 
450 km to Cook on the Nullarbor Plain, a 
town which still services the Indian-Pacific 
Railway line. The population has dropped 
considerably from its peak of approximately 
200 people. It now boasts four permanent 
residents, plus a number of ‘train in/ train 
out’ itinerants who perform a range of jobs 
for the railways including track maintenance 
and crewing trains. 

While in Cook we had the joy of 
catching up with Helen and her family. 
Helen was a patient in the SJ Kirkby 
Hospital, 64 years earlier. She and her twin 
brother John and been born two months 
prematurely, in a small railway settlement 
in Western Australia. The closest hospital 
was at Cook, so mother and babies were 
transported by goods train to the hospital. 
Sadly John only survived 24 hours and was 
buried at Cook. Helen contacted BCA to 
see if we could help locate John’s grave. 
We held a short memorial service in John’s 
memory and dedicated a plaque the family 
had brought. It was a moving time for us all 
acknowledging John’s passing, and also as 

we tried to grasp the ministry of BCA to this 
family. We were able to give thanks to God 
for the service of BCA. 

Lyn and I really felt a connection with 
being able to support this family 64 years 
later and the link to BCA so long ago. We 
are thankful that we were able to, in the 
context of time and kilometres, go the 
distance for this family, pray with them and 
assure them of God’s goodness. Please pray 
that BCA’s work begun so long ago may 
result in Helen and her family trusting in 
Jesus as Lord.

Steve Davis

Photos Left to Right:
Plaque remembering the Bishop Kirkby Memorial 
Hospital 

Old marketing for Cook Hospital still remains!
Steve preaching at the Ceduna service
Helen and her family with Steve who conducted a short 
memorial service for her twin brother John
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Earlier this year Cindy and I began a 
new role in the Diocese of Bendigo 
in conjunction with Bush Church Aid. 
As the Youth and Family Ministry 
Development Officer I am tasked with 
strategically investing in young people 
and empowering local Christians for the 
task of connecting with and discipling 
young people. 

Our three short term goals are to: 
• Identify, empower and support local lay 

people as children and youth supporters
• Establish a biannual camping ministry
• Gather together Sunday School in a Box 

resources for smaller churches that don’t 
have the people or children to run a 
larger Sunday School program.

There is research to suggest that one 
of the key reasons young people stay in 
churches is to do with whether they feel 
truly connected to people at the church. 
Consequently, we are looking to identify 
suitable local Christians who love Jesus and 
love people to come alongside the young 
people who attend our smaller churches. 
Youth Supporters will be encouraged/
trained to:
• Take an interest in young people and 

make them feel valued
• Make general conversation around 

interests and life

• Discuss and answer questions specifically 
related to faith and the Bible

• Be proactive in offering to pray with 
young people.  
It is exciting to report that in mid-

October we held our first youth camp in 
Corop, regional Victoria, where 34 high 
school aged young people gathered from 
across our Diocese. This camp was very 
successful in creating a space where these 
young people could share their Christian 
journey with others outside their local 
church. There was a time of Christian input 
and teaching where we discussed the movie 
Inside Out and what Jesus might say about 
disgust, anger, sadness, fear and joy. We 
also shared together in worship, games, 
video making, canoeing, ropes courses and 
lots of other fun things. 

I have recently begun to brainstorm what 
Sunday School in a Box might look like. I 
would appreciate your prayers for inspiration 
and guidance. The goal is to make some 
interactive hands-on Sunday school boxes 
where children in small churches can learn 
about our faith while playing and without 
needing a fully prepared Sunday school 
teacher. 

We pray that this ministry will have fruit 
that will last for God’s kingdom.

Trevor Bell

Investing in the youth of Bendigo
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December
Danka McKellar
Jill Marshall
Elizabeth Friyers
Mirabelle McElhinney
Daniel Piper
David Nyandwi
Emilie Cordina
Oliver Vermaak
Rhianna Cole

January
Dominic Bradley
Deanne Friyers
Katherine Sherwood
Teya Palmer
Jared Lam
Charlotte Allen
Lola Tongue
Zoe Farrell

February
Joel Sutcliffe
Josh Deasey
Jacob Mako
Gabrielle Dahms
William Giles
Jayda Stewart
Grace Cox
Annabelle Plichta
Emerson Bartley
Natashia Barton
Joseph Cox
Gina Speyer
Lachlan Manwaring
Sarah Tongue
Mackenzie Cronshaw
Elijah McIvor

Happy Birthday to everyone born in December, January 
and February! All of us at BCA for Kids wish you God’s 
richest blessings on your special day. 
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From late June to early July, a group 
from Youthworks College partnered with 
BCA and Norwest Anglican Church for 
the annual ‘Dusty Boots’ gospel mission 
to the Pilbara. Working alongside local 
ministry workers, including the Goscombe 
and Warth families, the team spent two 
weeks ministering to Indigenous youth 
and children, taking gospel hope to many 
who had never heard it before.

Youthworks College student Meaghan 
Gates shares how God works through 
the Dusty Boots mission, which has been 
running for five years, and how cross-
cultural ministry in the Pilbara has been a 
life-changing experience:

For mission we lived amongst the 
Indigenous community. We ministered to 
them with breakfast clubs, afternoon kids’ 
clubs in the park, partnering in church each 
Sunday, providing a community dinner 
and space for conversation every evening, 
and various ways during the time that 
we were there. Not only is the physical 
landscape so vastly different, so too is the 
social one. As I learnt more from Richard 
Goscombe and Matt Warth and talked to 
Indigenous people, I began to understand 
the great suffering still experienced by many 
Indigenous people in Australia today. Despite 
this heartache, God continues to amaze me 
in how He works through all situations.

For example, this young girl called Lisa* 
was so hesitant to accept us at first. She 
watched the activities from a distance, 
afternoon after afternoon, slowly becoming 
more involved in what was going on. One 
afternoon she and her brother showed up 

Getting ‘dusty’ –  
Youthworks College in the Pilbara

wearing the same clothes that they had 
come in the day before. I resolved in my 
heart to show her as much of God’s love 
as I could so Amanda (another Youthworks 
College student) and I ran over and greeted 
them both with a big smile and off we 
went to play. After about 15 minutes of 
pushing them on the swing Lisa began to 
giggle uncontrollably in pure joy. It was 
such a blessing to see her smiling face. The 
next day she and her brother and a couple 
of other children came without hesitation 
to hear Tim Beilharz preach the gospel 
using M&M’s as gospel beads and they all 
understood!

The Dusty Boots mission has changed my 
life. It has been an incredible witness to me 
of the need for the gospel to be preached 
faithfully in rural and remote Australia, and 
God has revealed to me that perhaps I am 
built for that sort of ministry work! At this 
point, I can’t think of anything else He’d 
prefer me to be doing with my life.

Meaghan Gates 
This article was first published on the Youthworks 
website and is re-published with permission. 
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Baby Jesus 
Word Search

Directions:
Find all the words in the word list. Words are 
hidden in straight lines, going frontwards, 
backwards and diagonally.

ANGEL
BABY 
BETHLEHEM
BIRTH
DONKEY
GIFT
GLORY
GOD
HEAVEN
HOLY
INNKEEPER
JESUS
JOSEPH
KING
MANGER
MARY
MERCY
PEACE
REST
SAVIOUR
SHEPHERDS
SON
STAR
VIRGIN
WISE MEN

O B B G E P O S S O N R Y Y O

C P I E I V H V G V E X B S O

T Z E R T F D C I P N A R P V

O G Z A T H T O E R B Q H H U

C B O C C H L E N J G M T R O

G C N A C E K E S K O I J H M

O Q F I E N N N H A E S N I A

D R S P N E E J L E V Y E E R

K E U I M V H E Y Y M I Q P Y

I S Y E A R G R C U J H O E H

N T S E E N O R Y F C E L U J

G I H G A L E E C A R Z S C R

W A N H G M Q T C I J W G U Z

I A H O L Y S T A R M P K J S

M M J U C D S H E P H E R D S

Word List

YOU CAN HAVE YOUR VERY OWN 

BANJO BILBY!

A plush Banjo Bilby is 
available for just $15 from 
the BCA online shop or the 
National Office.  
bushchurchaid.com.au  
(02) 9262 5017
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I WANT TO BE A MEMBER OF BCA FOR KIDS 
If you are between the ages of 8 & 12, simply fill out the slip below and return to:

BCA FOR KIDS Level 7, 37 York Street Sydney NSW 2000 OR

Email your info to: BCA4Kids@bushchurchaid.com.au

Every member receives a welcome letter, a welcome certificate and a cap. 

Break O’Day

Brisbane 

Sydney 

Melbourne 
 

Adelaide 

Lightning Ridge 

Dubbo
Roxby Downs 

Hobart 

Broken Hill

King Island 

Kangaroo Island Strathfieldsaye

Perth 

Karratha  

Norfolk Island

Sunraysia Sth 

Narromine

GulargamboneCoober Pedy 

Longreach

Cloncurry

Katherine

Moranbah

Kununurra 

Darwin

Newman 

Paraburdoo and Tom Price

Exmouth

Woolgoolga
Tamworth

BrightonSouthern Beaches

Nungalinya College

Port HedlandWickham

Gilgandra

Bluff Point

Jindabyne

Bendigo

Echuca

BCA MONEY BOXES
Kids give great support to BCA, and 
every dollar you put in the box is a 
dollar across Australia telling people 
about Jesus! Thanks to you wonderful  
young supporters!

Name: __________________________________________________________

Parent/Caregiver: __________________________________________________

Age: _______________________ Birthday: _____________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________ Boy or Girl: ___________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

What church do you go to? ___________________________________________
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Hiking the Larapinta Trail for BCA

‘Going the distance’, the BCA motto, was 
an appropriate goal for Peter Rose to 
adopt for ten days in September when 
he walked some 160 km of the Larapinta 
Trail, west from Alice Springs. Here he 
tells his story…

Supported by a commercial organisation 
which delivered hikers’ sleeping gear, food 
and water to each night’s camp site, I 
encountered a variety of weather conditions 
including temperatures of 35 degrees 
Celsius on some days and 35 hours of 
steady (and very welcome) rain.

Before leaving for Alice Springs, I invited 
members of the Anglican congregation 
of Arawang (in the southern suburbs of 
Canberra) to sponsor my walk in support 
of Bush Church Aid. Some sponsored per 
kilometre, others with a lump sum. Over 
$1300 has been raised as a result. For the 
duration of the walk and while travelling 
to and from the ‘red centre’ I displayed 
the BCA logo on my backpack (see right). 
This invited questions and encouraging 
comments from inquisitive people 
throughout my journey.

Despite deliberate and rigorous 
preparation on the fire trails and hills around 
the Australian Capital Territory, I found that 

the tough terrain and high temperatures 
still tested me. Strong and gusty winds 
on the knife-edge ridges of the Chewings 
and Heavitree Ranges were the most 
challenging features of the walk but almost 
as challenging was an icy dip in the waters 
of the Ellery Creek ‘Big Hole’, shaded by the 
gorge’s rock walls from any warmth from 
the sun.

Having spent a part of my teenage 
years in Central Western Queensland in a 
small town which had no Anglican clergy, 
I’m well aware of the sense of isolation 
many regional folk experience. This is why 
I welcome the Christian presence and the 
ministries provided by the people of Bush 
Church Aid.

The joy of the Lord is your strength. 
Nehemiah 8:10b

Peter Rose
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Okay, so they’re called locums, but 
‘Roving Revs’ sort of captures what 
BCA locums do. Usually from home 
in the city they rove to a far flung 
place; and once there, they often 
need to rove between towns and 
around the district, caring for BCA-
supported churches and connecting 
with locals and tourists. Sometimes 
BCA locums stand in for BCA Field 
Staff on extended leave, but usually 
they are standing in after Field Staff 
have left and before replacements 
are found. 

We heartily thank our Roving Revs, 
past and present. You do a vital job; 
often in places that many would not 
go to, thought to be too far away, 
too insignificant (the real action’s in 
the cities, right?), too hot, too dry, too 
small… Sometimes BCA locums have to 
navigate church conflicts, stay in tired 
rectories, grow to like bore water, dodge 
giant roos on the road (they’re probably 
emus ), take challenging funerals, 
and reassure anxious churches that God 
will provide the leadership they need. 
They wisely shepherd the flock with 
God’s nutritious word filtered through 
extensive life and ministry experiences, 
in love. Thank you for all this and much, 
much more. 

In my BCA QLD/NNSW region alone, 
I can vouch for locums who have Gone 
the Distance in numerous ways. Simon 
Hattrell drove from south of Hobart, 
Tasmania to outback Cloncurry in 
North West Queensland, where John 
Flynn gave birth to the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service. While there, he stayed 
overnight in a smaller centre of the 

Roving Revs:  
We thank you & need you!

Locum Simon Hattrell (right) with former BCA National 
Director Brian Roberts (they also feature on the cover of 
the old issue of The Real Australian Simon is holding)
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parish in order to take time to meet and 
introduce himself to the parishioners, the 
local school chaplain, the new paramedic, 
the pharmacist, and a publican. He visited 
numerous locals in Cloncurry, as well as 
cattle stations, assisted the school chaplain 
with providing a weekly breakfast at the 
school, accompanied a local on her postal 
run out into the bush, and welcomed the 
Governor of Queensland to church where 
he did the gospel reading! All this on top 
of shepherding a small but lively church. 
Such a rich experience for our locum! Such 
a blessing for the churches and 
communities! 

Nick and Ruth Hearnshaw 
spent three months in the 
iconic outback Queensland 
town of Winton, where BCA 
has supported ministry since the 
1970s – the dinosaur capital 
of Australia, home of Waltzing 
Matilda and Queensland’s 
boulder opal. While there, Nick 
put in a 720 km round trip to 
another centre in the parish, 
where he found real interest 
and some committed Christians. He met 
personally with the Winton School Principal, 
shared the gospel with many grey nomads, 
some backpackers and not a few locals. 
He also arranged for the two churches in 
town to meet together to explore how they 
might move forward together as believers 
in the town. 

Ian and Margaret Forsyth spent time 
in Lightning Ridge, a unique and historic 
mining town in outback NSW, home of 
the rare black opal, and where BCA has 
long supported ministry. Ian is a retired 
minister and magistrate. He was delighted 
to shepherd such a welcoming and mature 

Roving Revs:  
We thank you & need you!

BCA locums are 
bold, energetic, 
hardworking, 
initiative-taking 
servants of the 
gospel. They’re 
all keen to serve, 
reach out, bless, 
please and glorify 
God in Jesus

church and left with mixed feelings and the 
offer to return (which he has now done). 
While there, he recognised the tyranny of 
distance for training the saints. He applied 
for a grant from the Diocese to have an 
experienced trainer in evangelism come to 
the Ridge to provide training in preparation 
for the Diocese’s year of evangelism in 2020.

From this representative snapshot, 
you can see that BCA locums are bold, 
energetic, hardworking, initiative-taking 
servants of the gospel. They do so much 
more than ‘fill in’ while the Parish waits for 

the next Minister. Some of them 
have previously been BCA Field 
Staff, many not. They’re all keen 
to serve, reach out, bless, please 
and glorify God in Jesus. 

Is this a ministry that you 
could do? Are you approaching 
or in ‘retirement?’. For the 
Christian and especially the 
gospel worker, retirement is 
‘refirement’. God is still God. 
The gospel is still glorious and 
life-changing. It still saves, 
grows and keeps God’s people. 

God is still working in you and through you; 
he’s not done yet! Let’s go out with our 
boots on. BCA locum ministry may well  
be a great fit for you; and so might a pair 
of Blundstones to go with it. Why not have 
a go and see? We always need suitable 
locums. The bush is less reached and the 
churches there less resourced. Might  
you consider praying, “Lord, here I am,  
send me?” 

David Rogers-Smith
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Boy from Bendigo commissioned  
as BCA’s 12th National Director

The Revd Greg Harris was commissioned 
as BCA’s 12th National Director on 
Monday 12 August 2019. Greg follows in 
the footsteps of our founder SJ Kirkby, 
another boy from Bendigo.

Supporters from across the country, including 
the Archbishops of Sydney and Adelaide, 
Diocesan Bishops from Ballarat & Bendigo, 
Assistant Bishops from Sydney, The Dean of 
St Andrew’s Cathedral, Senior Clergy and 
former Archbishop of Sydney The Rt Revd 
Harry Goodhew, joined over 100 others to 
welcome Greg and his wife Karen to the 
BCA family. 

Greg told those gathered that he hoped 
to have the same ‘grace, grit and gumption’ 
as SJ Kirkby. He asked for prayers that 
everyone in the BCA family might exhibit 
these qualities to help us go the distance to 
reach the nation for the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the glory of God’s kingdom. 

After more than a year of painstaking 
work of scanning and ensuring that 
every document is fully searchable, every 
edition of The Real Australian found 
in our National Office Archives is now 
available on our website. 

BCA Treasurer Richard Host, spent 
countless hours of his spare time completing 

this task and we are delighted to be able to 
make these available to you. 

Chief Operating Officer Greg Bridge says 
“We are really indebted to Richard for the 
time he spent on this major project which 
will ensure that the history of BCA is readily 
available to supporters, historians and the 
general public.” 

Visit bushchurchaid.com.au/archive

The Real Australian 1920 to now!

Top: Bishop Matt Brain and representatives from the 
Diocese of Bendigo commend Greg and Karen to BCA

Middle: Greg and Karen Harris
Bottom: Greg and Karen (middle) with youngest son 
Matt and his fiance Rachel and eldest son Jon 
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WELCOME
Trent & Alice McGrath 
along with their children 
Henry, Maisie and Siena 
are our new Field Staff 
for Jindabyne. Trent is 
currently the Assistant 

Minister (Young Adults) at St Faith’s 
Anglican Church in Narrabeen, Sydney. They 
move to Jindabyne early in the new year.

Kurt & Rebecca 
Langmead with 
June, Arthur, Lydia 
and Jeremiah move 
to Lightning Ridge in 
January 2020 to take 

up the vacant Field Staff position there. Kurt 
is currently the Assistant Minister for Youth 
at St Peter’s Armidale. 

CONGRATULATIONS
Luke Collings, our Field 
Staff in Moranbah, was 
recently in Sydney on 
deputation and took time 
out to visit the National 
Office before handing 
in his Masters thesis at 
Moore College. Entitled 
A critical evaluation of 
the holiness of God in 
the theology of John 

Webster, Luke’s thesis has already been 
passed and he will officially graduate in 
early 2020. 

VALE
The Revd Colin Nelson 
(15 December 1931 – 9 
August 2019) served at 
Roxby Downs with his 
wife Ruth from 1987–

1991. He is survived by Ruth, their children 
Gayl, Susan, Carol and their families. 

Barbara Beard  
(27 August 1939 –  
1 September 2019) 
and her late husband 
Ron served with BCA in 
Exmouth from 1970–

1973. She stood beside Ron during his time 
as BCA NSW Regional Officer from 1973–
1974. Barbara is survived by her children 
Roseanne, Timothy & Andrew as well as 
their spouses Reg, Janelle & Robyn, her nine 
grandchildren and one great granddaughter. 

Phyllis Collie (20 August 
1930 – 2 October 2019) 
and her husband Bob 
served the Lord in positive 
and faithful dedication 
over many years of 

ministry. They served as BCA Field Staff in 
Wilcannia from 1986 – 1993. Phyllis wrote 
the biography of Tibby Briar which was 
sold through BCA for many years. Phyllis is 
survived by her husband Bob; Michael and 
Elspeth, Lucy, Katy; Angela and Rob, Grace 
and Jonathan, David; Marianne, Mary. 

Robert Stubbs  
(12 September 1956 –  
11 October 2019) 
together with his wife 
Jenny established 
BCA’s Dusty Boots 

program in 2007 and during their time as 
coordinators took school students to serve 
rural communities in locations such as 
Tibooburra, Broken Hill, Menindee, Mogo 
and Wickham. Rob is survived by his wife 
Jenny; daughter Candace, her husband Evan 
& their children, Zoe, Joel & Ruby; and son 
Phil and his wife April.

Post & Rails
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From the Archives –  
A well-spent youth

Bill and Glorean Kerr were married 
for many years and longed for a child. 
Finally God granted them their great 
desire, a little girl called Heather. They 
asked their minister, Bill Rich and his 
wife Joan to be her godparents. Soon 
after, Bill became Federal Secretary of 
BCA but stayed in touch with his god-
daughter and her parents. 

A couple of years later, Bill and Glorean 
mentioned to The Revd Rich that they really 
wanted to do something to say ‘thank 
you’ to God for the gift of a 
daughter. Bill Rich always on 
the lookout for willing workers 
for the Society, remembered 
that remark and soon after 
he told Bill and Glorean that 
he had found the perfect 
way for them to express their 
appreciation to God. Would 
they go to Broken Hill to run 
the BCA Boys’ Hostel? Of 
course they would go! So they 
gave up their jobs, rented out their house, 

packed up themselves and four year-old 
Heather and headed west to look after 24 
boys aged between seven and 17. Heather 
remembers it vividly:

We as a family loved every minute of 
it…and it was the making of me. I was 
no longer an only child, I learned to give 
and take, it instilled a love of cricket in me 
which endures to this day, and I learned to 
negotiate with a whole mob of people at a 
very young age. As well as that, the red  
dirt got into my bloodstream. I still love 
being in the country, and of course, I still  

support BCA. 
My parents’ ministry was 

wide ranging. They ran a 
fellowship group for some 
Christian teachers in the town, 
who were doing their country 
service. They even had a couple 
of wedding receptions at the 
hostel when this group did some 
match-making. My Dad ran very 
practical devotions with the boys 
every evening after dinner. But 

he also had a big ministry to the young 

The red dirt 
got into my 
bloodstream. I 
still love being in 
the country, and 
of course, I still 
support BCA
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From the Archives –  
A well-spent youth

This extract was taken from 
Never too Far, Never too Few – 
100 years of Bush Church Aid. 
You can purchase a copy of this 
book at bushchurchaid.com.au/
shop or by completing the form 
on page 29 of this issue of The 
Real Australian and mailing it to 
your local BCA Office. 

curates at the local churches as well. The 
25 kids at the hostel were involved in five 
different primary schools and high schools, 
so my parents helped out at all of them, as 
well as getting the boys to sporting events. 
They wanted to run the hostel like a family, 
and that is exactly what they did. They took 
them out on the weekends, and even took a 
big group to the Snowy Mountains so they 
could see snow.

A few years after we left, we went 
back to Broken Hill for a reunion. We were 
standing in the hall when suddenly this big 
man with a hat and boots ran in, picked 
my father up, swung him around and said 
“Mr Kerr, I want to thank you for everything 
you did for us boys. You told us how to 
treat women and how to care for your wife 
and family. You told us how you trusted in 
God, and I want you to know what a huge 
impact that had on me.”

Robyn Powell

From left:
Bill and Glorean Kerr with 
Bill Rich

Heather helping with 
bicycle maintenance

Some of the boys and 
Heather helping get a 
meal ready
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Councillor’s Column

My introduction to BCA was through 
the late Theo Hayman, our Rector at 
Willoughby, who had served in the field 
with BCA, as well as later being its 
National Director. 

As a Reserve Army Officer 
I had the good fortune to 
visit much of the Northern 
Territory and the Kimberley. 
This included for me the 
opportunity to meet the BCA 
Field Staff in Kununurra, as well 
as gaining some idea of life 
in Katherine, Broome, Derby 
and Wyndham and visiting the 
Hendersons’ Station at Bullo 
River. This combined with a 
love of Australia in its entirety 
and the work I was doing as a 
lawyer for a number of mining 
companies, especially in the 
Pilbara, piqued my interest in 
Bush Church Aid.

I was approached by the late Ray 
Ctercteko to join the Council to assist in 
drafting constitutional amendments and 
changes to the structure so that BCA better 
reflected its role and membership across 
our vast blue, green and brown land. 
God’s preparation of me for this role as 
a corporate and commercial lawyer, with 
broad knowledge of the Australian mining 
sector, and experience of life on the land 
through rural relatives and friends, made it 
hard to refuse the invitation.

It has been my great privilege in recent 
years to serve as Chairman, while working 
with three National Directors: Brian Roberts, 
Mark Short and Greg Harris, all of whom 
have brought great gifts, experience 
and strategic insights to the role. I am 
particularly excited at the opportunity we 
have as a Society working across the entire 

Australian Church in partnership with 
Dioceses, to be a catalyst for innovation 
in ministry, such as church planting, 
seed funding initiatives for new forms of 
ministry such as the Digital Church Project 
in Tasmania and the training of future 

Indigenous leaders. We are also 
able to look strategically at the 
challenges and opportunities 
for ministry flowing from 
demographic and sociological 
changes in Australia and to distil 
those insights for the benefit of 
the Church.

As we come to the end 
of a year of celebrating our 
centenary and giving thanks to 
our great God for the work He 
has done through the Society, 
the Council and I look forward 
to the next 100 years of service 
in His name.

Fred Chilton 
BCA Chairman 

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2019

I am particularly 
excited at the 
opportunity 
we have as a 
Society working 
across the entire 
Australian Church 
in partnership 
with Dioceses, 
to be a catalyst 
for innovation in 
ministry
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Order for Christmas

BBCA 017B Discounted 2018 Designs

Pack of 6 – 2 each of 3 designs $4/pack

Newcastle Pudding Lady Traditional Christmas Pudding  
Suitable for microwave

BBCA 312B 500g Pudding $30 BBCA 313B 1kg Pudding $45
 

Christmas Puddings

Newcastle Pudding Lady Plum  
Pudding Log  
Wrapped in calico and suitable for 
diabetics/coeliacs in controlled portions; gluten free

BBCA 314B 500g $32 

Newcastle Pudding Lady Christmas Cake 

BBCA 315B

700g Cake $40 

Christmas Cards

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2019

BBCA 016B New Designs for 2019

Pack of 6 – 2 each of 3 designs $5/pack
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BCA Centenary Catalogue

 BCA 018  Banjo Bilby  $15

Never Too Far, Never Too Few: 
100 Years of Bush Church Aid

This hard cover coffee table book, written by 
Christian writer Robyn Powell looks back at 
the various ministries of BCA over the past 100 
years. 

 BCA 138  Book $40 

 Postage and handling $8.50

28 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN



BCA Centenary Catalogue Order form

Please complete this merchandise order form

Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms    First name  

Last name

Address 

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask  

that you include $8.50 per delivery address. 

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

BCA Code Description Qty $ Total

Sub-Total

Packaging and delivery $8.50 per order

Total

I would like to pay by:
 Cheque/Money Order    Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________ 

 Credit card number

 Expires on ________________Signature _________________________________
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BCA Field Staff make Christ known across the length and breadth of our country, but they 
can’t do it alone. Bush Church Aid’s Distance Giving Program is your opportunity to walk 
alongside them.

The Distance Giving Program gives you the opportunity to support our Field Staff on a 
regular basis. You will share their journey through monthly giving & prayer, and receive 
special updates on how your support is making a difference.

Yes, I would like to partner with our Field Staff through BCA’s  
Distance Giving Program with a monthly donation.  

Please process my donation on the ________ day of each month.

 $20  $30  $50  $100  Other: __________

Credit card

 Mastercard  Visa  American Express

Name on credit card ______________________________________________________

 
Credit card number    

Expires on ____________________ Signature __________________________________

Other ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/distance • Phone 02 9262 5017

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter 

number as a reference for direct deposit.  

 

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms    First name  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

Distance Giving Program

30 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN



Yes, I would like to help share the gospel and provide care to reach 
Australia for Christ.

Enclosed is my gift of $ ____________________________to BCA’s ministry

I would like to give by:

 Cheque/Money Order  Credit card – please complete details below

       Mastercard  Visa  American Express

Name on credit card _____________________________________________________

 
Credit card number    

Expires on ____________________ Signature __________________________________

 I would like to donate to General Ministry OR

 I would like a tax deduction

 (A tax-deductible gift can only be directed to a narrow range of ministry areas)

Other ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter 

number as a reference for both direct deposit and BPAY (or, for anonymous 

donations, the reference ANON followed by the first letter of your State).  

 

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms     First name  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

I would like to receive:
 The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations 

 Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

Donation Form

BILLER CODE

88203
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