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Editorial
Thirty times! In all of the books of the Bible the word
‘island’ appears just 30 times and only in four books. The
references in the book of Acts refer to Paul’s travel diary
and the majority of other occurrences of the word ‘island’
in Isaiah, Ezekiel and Revelation refer to judgement or the
last day. Most striking for me is that there are no island
references in the Psalms. No poetic references to God
‘adorning the oceans with tropical jewels and all creation
praising the Maker for their beauty’.
Why so few references to islands and even fewer favourable
ones? Is it possible that for God’s people and all the nations
surrounding them, it was easy to forget those small islands off
the coast? And especially if they were not seafaring by nature
and had a healthy fear of the seas; just ask Jonah.
Could we as Australians, where most of us are inhabitants of
an enormous island, also forget the smaller ones off the coast?
Except of course when we are looking for a holiday escape.
BCA has always had a heart for reaching people with the
good news in rural, regional and remote parts of Australia. It
has meant that we go the distance across red dirt, dusty plains,
rugged mountains and the seas! Consider the remoteness of
Norfolk Island over 1400 kms off the east coast and King Island
in the middle of Bass Strait.
With a focus on ‘Island Ministry’ in our current appeal, I
hope that we might not forget the need in the remote parts of
Australia across the seas. Would you please prayerfully consider
giving generously so that we can continue to go the distance
over seas to tell of God’s grace and mercy?
Notwithstanding the few Biblical references to islands there
is one in Isaiah 11 that I believe captures the heart of God for
island ministry. It speaks of God "reach(ing) out His hand a
second time to reclaim the surviving remnant of His people"
from what is a long list of land-based nations "and from the
islands of the Mediterranean".
My prayer is that the same Lord will reach out and continue
to reclaim a people from across this land including the islands
off our coast.

My prayer is that
the same Lord
will reach out
and continue to
reclaim a people
from across this
land including the
islands off our coast

Greg Harris
National Director
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Bringing hope across the sea,
the red dirt and the dry plains

In this time of uncertainty with the
rise of COVID-19 across the world, the
suspension of church gatherings, as well
as the aftermath of bushfire and the
ongoing drought, we are thankful that
there is one hope we can cling on to; the
certainty of our Saviour Jesus Christ.

numerous times, or didn’t see their parents
for weeks on end because they were
fighting fires.
Going The Distance on Kangaroo Island
means listening to people’s stories, praying
with them and for them, and sharing
encouragement from God’s word of the
peace and true security we have in Christ.
It is this certainty that
We plan to run some marriage
has seen Bush Church Aid
courses in the coming months
Missioners and Field Staff go
Going The
and years because marriages
the distance for 101 years
often suffer, or break after an
Distance on
spreading the good news across Kangaroo Island
intensely traumatic event like
the red dirt, the dry plains and
this. Your partnership in the
means listening to
even over the sea!
gospel through prayer and
people’s stories,
This message of hope has
giving is vital.
praying with
been more important than ever
In late April we launched
them and for
for Kangaroo Island Field Staff
our Mid-Year appeal to help
them, and sharing
Brad & Joh Henley after the
spread the good news of Jesus
encouragement
devastation of the December
across the sea, the red dirt and
from God’s word
2019 and January 2020
the dry plains. BCA can only
of the peace and
bushfires:
continue to bring the message
true security we
Summer was unsettling for
of hope through your prayers
have in Christ
the whole of Kangaroo Island.
and generosity. I ask that you
We are a close-knit community
please prayerfully consider
and when part of the island
making a donation by 30 June.
suffers, the whole island is impacted. We
Please see page 31 in this issue of The
have been ministering with islanders who
Real Australian which has details on how
have lost things ranging from houses,
you can donate.
employment, stock, and fencing, through to
the children who lost their summer holiday.
Greg Harris
Many children were evacuated from home
4
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Responding to the need
in the North West
Sydneysiders Simon & Alison Roberts
have answered God’s call to minister to
the people of Exmouth. In doing so they
have left behind their position leading
the faithful at St Mark’s Malabar as
well as their two young adult daughters
Rachel and Lauren.
“There are lots of reasons why it's difficult,
perhaps even costly in some ways to move
to the other side of the continent,” says
Simon & Alison Roberts
Simon. “But in light of the gospel, those
costs are worth it.”
Simon, who has been the Senior Minister
in the Field. “For quite some time we have
at St Mark’s since 2011, became a Christian thought about moving outside of Sydney as
during an HSC study camp: “I went into
we have been aware of the need for gospel
that week not knowing much about Jesus
workers elsewhere,” says Simon. “In 2018
but came away convinced He was Lord
we travelled through Central and North
and Saviour.” Alison does
West Australia on long service
not remember a time when
leave, so when we saw the
Jesus wasn’t part of her life:
I pray that God
position at Exmouth advertised,
“I remember asking Jesus into
we thought it would be a good
would use us
my life when I was four or five,
fit for us.”
to equip the
but it wasn't until my teenage
Although ministry in Exmouth
saints for works
years that I realised that meant
may look very different to
of service and
having Jesus in charge and Lord
ministry in Malabar, Simon’s
that He would
of my life.”
goal remains the same – to be a
grant many
According to Simon, his path to
faithful disciple of Christ who is
opportunities to
church ministry has been “full
making more disciples.
share the good
of twists and turns”. Before
news of the gospel “I don't know exactly what
he commenced theological
our ministry will look like in a
studies at Moore College, he
'COVID-19 world' but more
started working part-time and
than ever people need to know
with the other part of his week produced a
their Lord and Saviour,” says Simon. “So I
CD-ROM version of Two Ways to Live. After pray that God would use us to equip the
theological study he worked for Matthias
saints for works of service and that He
Media for six years before taking up partwould grant many opportunities to share
time then full-time ministry.
the good news of the gospel.”
While BCA has always been part of the
churches the Roberts’ have attended, they
Janine van den Tillaart
feel that they have much to learn about the
work of the Society, and where better than
WINTER 2020
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BCA returns to Croajingolong

Andy & Jude Benton

BCA has a proud association with the
Parish of Croajingolong – our founder
SJ Kirkby first travelled there by
foot in 1921 and in 1922, Cann River
became just the third location that
BCA supported in both church ministry
and through nurses who served in the
surrounding area. We are delighted
to announce that BCA is once again
partnering with the parish and welcome
Jude & Andy Benton as new Field Staff.
Originally from New Zealand, Jude &
Andy have been in Australia since 2014
when they accepted job offers in Tatura,
Northern Victoria. Jude was the Priest-inCharge of the Tatura parish and Andy was
the Senior Fisheries officer for the area.
“Aside from the extreme 40+ degree
heat of summer, we found that working in a
rural parish was a good fit,” says Jude. “We
were in Tatura 3 ½ years before we felt it
was time for a new adventure, with the only
requirement being that our next location
was costal.”
Jude & Andy moved to Mallacoota in
2018 where Jude took up the role of Priestin-Charge of the Cooperating Parish of
Croajingolong. It is a big role with the two
centres an hour apart by car and no other
6
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churches of any denomination to be found
within an hour of each centre.
“The last permanent priest in the parish
had left over five years earlier,” says Jude.
“While the parish had been well served by
locum ministry and retired clergy, there was
a real need for an intentional and energetic
ministry presence that would enable regular
ministry to be established and for long-term
planning to occur… all in a part-time role.”
During the 18 months that Jude has
been in the parish, the church has grown
to around 30 regulars. The parish op shop
has become the centre of pastoral ministry
and support “many in the community drop
in as much for a cuppa and chat as for a
bargain,” Jude says.
On New Year’s Eve 2019 the parish was
devastated by a horrific bushfire – over
100 homes were destroyed and one of
Jude’s parishioners lost his life attempting
to defend his property. “Although we had
the opportunity to evacuate both before
and immediately after the fire, Andy and
I chose to stay believing that this was an
opportunity for ministry that I needed to
take,” says Jude.
The Diocese of Gippsland made Jude’s
role full-time for six months as they knew
she would be working at capacity. Since the

fires, Jude has not only been kept busy in
her role as Priest-in-Charge but through her
involvement in the recovery management
team as well as conveying the practical
and pastoral needs of the community to
government officials. She is also the Victoria
Council of Churches Emergency Ministry
Chaplain and the local Police Chaplain.
Jude’s full-time role will now continue
into the future with funding from BCA.
“BCA is excited to be able to return to
supporting a parish with such a strong
historical link to our Society,” says National
Director Greg Harris. “I pray that the good
news of the gospel will continue to bring
great hope to the people of this region so
devastated in recent months.”
Any plans that Jude had for 2020 have
changed dramatically. “If I’ve learned
anything in the last four months it’s that
we cannot hold onto our own plans too
tightly,” she says. “Our plan is about quiet
support, food parcels, arranging grants,
maintaining a routine of ministry and
learning to spend lots of time on the phone
and Skype. We pray that we can get the
parish through the bushfire recovery and
COVID-19 crisis intact, emotionally as whole
as possible, and spiritually supported and
growing – ‘We can make our plans, but the
Lord determines our steps.’ (Proverbs 16:9)”
Jude & Andy ask for your prayers as they
continue their ministry to the parish. They
ask for wisdom, energy and enthusiasm
for what seems like an endless task of fire
recovery. “We also ask for compassion and
insight to support a deeply traumatised
community, and to point out the hope we
have in God in a way that opens hearts and
doors rather than alienates people.”

Janine van den Tillaart

Top to bottom: Jude speaking during the Mallacoota fires;
Andy and Jude with their burned out garage [photos by
Chris Mulherin]; aftermath of the Mallacoota fires
WINTER 2020
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Strathfieldsaye welcomes
a new ministry family
After being without a minister for 10
months, the Strathfieldsaye Community
Church will welcome Rob Edwards and
his family to the parish in late May. Rob
is no stranger to Strathfieldsaye, as
previous minister Steve Weickhardt used
Rob’s expertise as the Children's and
Youth Minister in neighbouring South
East Bendigo to help run a number of
holiday programs over the years.
Rob and his wife Michelle have been
involved in ministry for decades. They first
served in Melbourne before moving to
The Edwards Family
Bendigo in 2004. It was in Bendigo that
they welcomed their three boys Nathan,
a distinct advantage. “I already know some
Josh and Pete.
of members of the church,” he says. “And
While at South East Bendigo, Rob’s
I really look forward to ministering to them
role included coordinating youth ministry,
and with them. An added bonus is that we
children’s ministry and young adult minstry
don’t have to shift town or house and our
as well as being involved in leading and
boys don’t have to change schools!”
running regular church services. In 2019, he
As Rob and Michelle start their ministry
was ordained a Deacon.
in Strathfieldsaye during the
Rob is really looking
COVID-19 pandemic they won’t be
forward to his role in
As my relationship able to meet the congregation in
Strathfieldsaye and
person for some time. “Our prayer
with God grows,
spreading the good news of
so does my heart’s is that the current members will
Jesus. “As my relationship
continue to grow in their love and
desire to share
with God grows, so does
understanding of Jesus,” Rob says.
God’s love with
my heart’s desire to share
“I would also ask supporters
others
God’s love with others,”
to pray that I can make the
he says. “There have been
adjustment from being a Children’s
many situations in my life
and Youth Minister to being the
where God has helped me, guided me and
Priest in Charge,” says Rob. “And that the
demonstrated that He is in control. Since
church will continue to be a shining light
becoming sick with an auto immune
to the community of Strathfieldsaye and
disease in 2010, I have learnt to trust God
God will provide us with new opportunities
in new ways and have seen God at work
where we can share the gospel.”
in my life giving me strength to overcome
many obstacles.”
Janine van den Tillaart
Having lived in close proximity to
Strathfieldsaye for 16 years sees Rob with
8
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Drought assistance
in Jesus’ name

One of the positive things observed during the drought in
Narromine (Central Western NSW) was the generosity from
churches in metropolitan locations. These churches were
particularly keen to offer help in Jesus’ name.
This assistance ranged from household goods that were
delivered by churches in cars and trailers, to vouchers that were
purchased at local businesses for the Narromine Anglican Church to
give out to people who were affected by the drought.
One church specifically purchased vouchers at a local Narromine
petrol station so that people in need of fuel could be helped with
this significant expense.
The Narromine Anglican Church was able to give out household
goods and vouchers to many, including to a man named Barry.
Barry had lost his job during the drought and was very grateful
for the generosity that was shown to him. So much so, he wanted
not just to thank the local church but also the church in Sydney
that donated the fuel vouchers. He told us that he would do so in
January when he travelled to the city to visit his brother.
Barry was true to his word. He tracked down the church and
was able to stand up the front and give thanks during the Sunday
service. He was also able to show people the drought conditions he
was facing with some photos he had brought. Barry welcomed the
Sydney church to visit his farm when the drought breaks and said he
would even like to return to that church next time he visits Sydney!
During the drought, a lot of assistance has been extended by
a large number of churches and Christian organisations (including
BCA) to people throughout Australia. From my experience, it was
greatly appreciated and a wonderful witness of Jesus. No one
expected Barry to do what he did, but we rejoice that this was his
response to care given in Jesus’ name.

The Narromine
Anglican Church
was able to give
out household
goods and
vouchers to many,
including to a man
named Barry

James & Brittany Daymond
WINTER 2020
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Continuing Evangelism
in Central West NSW
After nearly three years of evangelism at
Narromine in Central West NSW we have
moved to Mudgee to continue reaching
out to people with the gospel.

Top: Commissioning Service in February.
L-R Bishop Mark Calder, The Revd Ted Brush,
James Daymond, Archdeacon Jonathan Williams
and Brittany Daymond
Bottom: Map of Mudgee
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We are very grateful to God for our time
in Narromine and for the support of BCA
to enable that ministry to take place. We
were able to visit the vast majority of farms,
town houses and businesses in and around
the three towns in the Narromine district.
Throughout this time many people were
given the opportunity to hear about Jesus
and encouraged to follow Him.
What was so striking in Narromine was
how prepared people were to talk about
Jesus and to think more about Him by
reading or watching a gospel resource we
gave them.
It was also a great joy to closely work
with Phil Howes, the minister of Narromine
Anglican Church, and to assemble and
equip a team of people to do evangelism.
We had many adventures together and
visited people that otherwise might not
have heard the gospel. On many occasions
we returned with great joy after having
engaged with people about Jesus – it was a
magnificent experience for people learning
to do evangelism.
By the grace of God the Evangelism Team
in Narromine continues to reach out to
people and follow-up them up so that God’s
kingdom may grow. Please continue to pray
for their work of seeking to save the lost.
In keeping with our desire to reach out
to people in Central West NSW, we have
now shifted this evangelistic ministry to
Mudgee, about two hours drive east of
Narromine. It has hills whereas Narromine is
flat. It has vineyards whereas Narromine has
cotton. It has the poetry of Henry Lawson,

whereas Narromine has Banjo Patterson. But
one thing they have in common is people in
need of hearing the gospel.
We began our Mudgee ministry in
early February. James was commissioned
as an evangelist by Bishop Mark Calder
on 11 February where he preached on 2
Corinthians 4:1–5, 16–18 and reminded the
congregation that we have the best news to
share. It was very encouraging to have many
BCA supporters attend the service.
We are presently in the preparation
period for ministry observing how God is
already at work in this district. We have
begun to pray for outreach, read the Bible
with people, and are seeking to assemble
a team to do evangelism. COVID-19 has
shifted much of this ministry to an online
platform of engagement with members of
the church.
We would be so grateful if you could
pray that God would assemble people to
help with evangelism and open people’s
hearts to the gospel.
Thank you so much for your continued
interest and support.

James & Brittany
Daymond

Brittany and James with Archdeacon Jonathan
Williams, Minister of St John’s Anglican Church,
Mudgee

What was so
striking in
Narromine was
how prepared
people were to
talk about Jesus
and to think
more about Him
by reading or
watching a gospel
resource we gave
them
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14 years of ministry
in Port Hedland

Port Hedland Church

How should we describe 14 years of
ministry in Port Hedland? There are many
and varied experiences we have had
in the time God has granted us in this
unique town. For the sake of this article
we will only be able to provide you with
some snapshots of our time here.
We arrived in Hedland on 27 January
2006 with 4-year-old Annabella and
6-month-old Lilly. The warm welcome we
received from the whole church matched
the warm weather and made up for the
multitudes of flies, frogs, cyclone alerts, red
dust, more dust and then some more dust
and other ‘delights’ we had to adjust to.
Bill and Jocelyn Ross were the ultimate
professionals in welcoming us and making
us feel at home, Philip was a newly minted
deacon under Bishop David Mulready (who
also priested Philip later in 2006).
Philip loved his time as associate minister
to Bill who was the archdeacon of the
Pilbara. Although they were different, they
complemented each other well and have
fond memories of their time together. After
two years Bill and Philip swapped roles,
Philip becoming the senior minister and
12 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN

Philip and Lilly enjoy cooling off

Bill the associate. We had never heard of
an archdeacon doing this before and are
forever grateful to Bill for the grace and
humility he demonstrated in the transition. It
was then that we officially came under the
banner of BCA.
At the first four services we attended in
the parish people stood up and said that
they were leaving. It was a massive shock
to the system coming from a very stable
Sydney parish. Bill just said this was part and
parcel of being in the Pilbara.
Did we ever get used to the revolving
door of church members coming and
going? Yes and no. Yes in that it was and
is indeed just part of life in the Pilbara, and
no in that it’s never easy to let go knowing
that precious relationships now have the
challenge of distance added to them.
Regarding the size of the church often
expanding only to be shrinking again, we
simply saw it as an opportunity to learn
to trust God more and build His Kingdom
rather than our own. Those are invaluable
lessons that we take with us.
The biggest highlight of our time in Port
Hedland would have to be seeing people
become Christians. It is always such a joy

The rugged Pilbara

Philip in his role as
touch football referee

and privilege to be able to walk alongside
in our backyard. Evidently this did not
individuals as they discover who Jesus is
disturb our girls in the slightest as they slept
and that He is worthy of us putting all of
through the whole thing. There was a fair
our trust in His finished work for us. Being
bit of damage around town but the rectory
able to reinforce the glorious doctrines of
was fine, thankfully with only uprooted
faith alone in Christ by grace alone, as we
trees and the like having to be dealt with.
got to disciple people has been our greatest Probably the worst thing was being without
joy. This was not just when it came to new
power for a few days in very sticky, humid
Christians but also everyone
conditions and having to
else as we never move on from
Being able to
explain to the girls that no
needing to hear those glorious
power also meant no TV to
reinforce the
gospel truths.
relieve some of their boredom.
glorious doctrines
Other memorable occasions
On a Diocesan level, we
of faith alone in
have been various church
have absolutely loved our
Christ by grace
events such as ladies’ evenings
Pilbara deanery meetings
alone, as we got
and men’s breakfasts, Bible
which were always a
to disciple people
study, discussion, prayer,
wonderful time of fun and
has been our
friendship and good food.
fellowship with other ministers
greatest joy
We also loved our annual
(and sometimes their families)
church camps with a variety
as well mutual encouragement
of excellent speakers, regular
and support which is so
Sunday lunches at the church and last but
essential for persevering well in ministry in
definitely not least sitting in a creek after a
remote areas.
good cyclone-related drenching.
Our biannual Diocese of North West
Speaking of cyclones, we did get to
Australia Fellow Workers Conference as well
experience Cyclone George in 2007 which
as the biennial BCA Field Staff Conference
was close to a Category 5 and sounded
like a big jet engine was continually revving
continued page 14
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14 years of ministry in Port Hedland
(continued)

were great sources of encouragement to
us. Encouragement was also found through
mission teams visiting from Holy Trinity
Doncaster, BCA deputations to Sydney and
Melbourne, BCA Nomads coming to stay
and help in many different ways and people
writing us cards, emails and letters.
While at times it may have been
tempting to give in to feelings of isolation
and loneliness, we were much loved and
cared for by the body of Christ which is
something we will always remember and
treasure. Even in the parish we are going
to in Melbourne, there are BCA supporters
who have been faithfully praying for us, so
we were never alone.
Last but not least, we have had a
number of opportunities to be involved in
the wider Hedland community. Highlights
there include Philip’s involvement with touch
footy, doing Scripture seminars at the local
primary schools for a season, being part of
ANZAC and Remembrance Day celebrations,
encouraging high school chaplains and
being involved with the Seafarers Centre.
We will miss our church family at St
Matthew’s very much and are thankful to
God for bringing us as well as keeping
us here for the time He has sovereignly
determined. He has changed and shaped
us as He will certainly continue to do as we
venture out into a new ministry opportunity
in Melbourne at Forest Hill.

Philip & Elke Knight

Sights of Port Hedland
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Happy Birthday to everyone born in June, July and
August! All of us at BCA for Kids wish you God’s
richest blessings on your special day.
June

July

August

Jacob C
Obadiah S
Akur M
Josephine L
Skye M
Matilda G
Grace H

Philippa S
Isabel C
Ruby L
Patrick John R
Donte G
Hugh F
Hamish G
Ryan T
Caitlin G
Ada Lee R
Zoe L
Alexander C
Tahlia N
Belle M

Joel L
Georgia F
Joel L
Madilyn M
Maximilian M
Cameron B
Aimee M
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My life in
Kununurra
Many BCA Field Staff leave the big cities
and move to remote places across Australia
with their kids. Here they serve Jesus and
spread the good news of His death and
resurrection. The Faricy family moved to
Kununurra in Western Australia in 2017 and
here their eldest daughter Rachael tells
you a bit about herself and her life there.

Top to bottom:
Rachael and Owl Glider
Rachael and her family at a Kununurra waterhole
Beautiful Kununurra
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Hi my name is Rachael Faricy and I am in
Year 1.
I live in Kununurra, WA. If I could describe
Kununurra to you, I would say it is very hot
here. The rocks here are red and orange. In
the dry season, things are brown, but in the
wet season everything turns green.
My favourite thing about living here
is going to the pool or waterholes every
weekend. I also like eating ice-cream!
The funniest thing that has happened since
I have lived here is my Daddy likes to pretend
he can do ballet, but really he can’t, so it looks
pretty funny.
One of the things I find challenging about
living here is we live a really, really long way
from my grandparents. I used to just drive to
their house, but now we have to go on two
aeroplanes to see them, first to Darwin, then
to Sydney.
At the moment I am memorising John
6:68. It says, “Lord, there is no one else that
we can go to! Your words give eternal life.” In
this verse, I learnt that we need to trust Jesus
because He gives us eternal life.
I would love you to meet Owl Glider (see
top photo). My favourite thing about Owl
Glider is she can hoot!
Please can you pray with me that everyone
in the whole wide world will come to church!

Rachael Faricy

Leaf Craft
In this beautiful time of the year when
autumn leaves are still on the ground
in many places across Australia why
not see what leaves you can find and
be creative! You could:
• Glue them to paper and make
animal shapes
• Make a leaf garland OR
• Create a stained-glass window
using the leaves
Enjoy!

People in the Bible

1 Samuel
1

2

3

4

6

5

7

Across
2 David's best friend
4 First king of Israel
6 Last judge of Israel
7 A man after God's own heart
8 Gave David the showbread to eat
9 Fell off his seat backwards and
broke his neck
Down
1 Stood over nine feet tall
2 Shepherd from Bethlehem; his
youngest son became king of Israel

8

9

3 Mother of the prophet Samuel
5 Brought food and supplies to
David in the wilderness

OWN
YOU CAN HAVE YOUR VERY
BANJO BILBY!
A plush Banjo Bilby is
available for just $15 from
the BCA online shop or the
National Office.
bushchurchaid.com.au
(02) 9262 5017
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I WANT TO BE A MEMBER OF BCA FOR KIDS
If you are between the ages of 8 & 12, simply fill out the slip below and return to:
BCA FOR KIDS GPO Box 5389 Sydney NSW 2001 OR
Email your info to: BCA4Kids@bushchurchaid.com.au
Every member receives a welcome letter, a welcome certificate and a cap.
Name:___________________________________________________________
Parent/Caregiver:___________________________________________________
Age:________________________ Birthday:______________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Phone Number:________________ Boy or Girl:____________________________
Email:___________________________________________________________
What church do you go to?____________________________________________

BCA MONEY BOXES
Kids give great support to BCA, and
every dollar you put in the box is a
dollar across Australia telling people
about Jesus! Thanks to you wonderful
young supporters!

Darwin
Katherine
Nungalinya College
Kununurra

Cloncurry
Wickham
Karratha

Port Hedland

Moranbah
Longreach

Paraburdoo and Tom Price
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Exmouth

Brisbane
Norfolk Island
Walgett/Collarenebri
Gulargambone
Gilgandra
Broken Hill Dubbo
Woolgoolga
Mudgee
Lightning Ridge

Coober Pedy
Bluff Point

Roxby Downs

Sydney
Perth

Sunraysia Sth

Adelaide
Kangaroo Island

Jindabyne
Echuca
Bendigo
Strathfieldsaye

Croajingolong

Melbourne
King Island
Southern Beaches

18 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN

Break O’Day
Brighton
Hobart

A life-changing gift

L-R: Jude Benton and Lois Quinn,
Dennis Quinn with Viv and Bob,
Geoff with his new abode

The bushfires of 2019/2020 devasted
the Mallacoota region with many losing
their homes and livelihoods. Countless
people called out to the local church for
help in light of their losses and one local
resident received a life-changing gift.
Our former Tasmanian Regional Officer
Dennis Quinn tells the story…

fortnight later informing me that a local
man named Geoff had been in touch
and required a caravan. He had lost both
his home and his investment property
in the fires. I received Jude’s email at
about 10.30am on a Saturday morning.
I immediately contacted Bob and Viv and
then BCA National Director Greg Harris to
seek funds for the ferry crossing. When I
The journey from Hobart
told Greg of the need and the
to Mallacoota began with a
small window of opportunity
conversation with Viv, the wife
Countless people
to get the caravan from
of Bob, a parishioner at our
Tasmania to Mallacoota Greg’s
called out to the
church. Viv offered to donate
response was "Go, go now!"
local church for
their caravan to someone in
So I was able to book a
help in light of
the East Gippsland region who
passage across to the mainland
their losses and
was in need of somewhere to
on the Sunday evening.
one local resident
live following the devastating
Lois and I left Hobart
received a lifebushfires of 2019/2020.
with
the caravan in tow on
changing gift
Viv knew that I had been
Sunday afternoon travelling to
the Tasmanian Regional Officer
Devonport and boarding the
for BCA and thought that not
ferry for a relatively smooth
only would I have contacts in that region
crossing to Melbourne. We disembarked
of South-east Victoria, but that BCA was a
a little after 5:30am, headed east on the
trustworthy organisation to work through.
South Gippsland Highway for Mallacoota
My first point of call was to contact the
arriving there at 2:30pm. We met Jude
Victorian BCA Office where I first spoke
at St Peter’s Church and handed over the
with Office Manager Bob Barclay and then
caravan. So just three days after we heard
Victorian Regional Officer Adrian Lane.
that Geoff needed accommodation, he had
Adrian suggested that I get in touch with
a new place to reside in. We were delighted
The Revd Jude Benton, Priest-in-Charge of
to play our small part in getting this caravan
the Parish of Croajingolong.
to him.
Following our initial email conversation,
Jude replied with a second email just a
Dennis Quinn
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Sign up for regular BCA news!
Since 1920 BCA supporters have been kept up-to-date each
quarter with news from across the Field through The Real
Australian Magazine. With the advent of the Internet and
Social Media, it’s easy to find out the latest news, events
and happenings more regularly. BCA has a Facebook page,
Facebook Prayer group, Instagram account, video accounts
on YouTube & Vimeo and we are even on Twitter.
Another way you can find out the latest from our Field Staff
is through subscribing to receive their newsletters and prayer
points. Our Field Staff write regular updates for their supporters
and some even produce videos.
Diocese of Bathurst Bishop’s evangelist James Daymond is
one of our Field Staff who produce regular newsletters and
videos. “Newsletters are a tremendous way for Field Staff to
communicate what God has been doing in ministry,” says James.
“Newsletters also give more specific suggestion on what to give
thanks for and identify challenges that can be prayed about.”
If you would like to sign up to receive newsletters from one
or more of our Field Staff the process is really easy:
Visit our website – bushchurchaid.com.au
On the homepage you can sign up to receive all newsletters,
daily prayer points and the electronic version of The Real
Australian (see below).
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If you would like to receive a newsletter from a specific Field
Staff family simply visit – Our People and you can choose the
location or Field Staff member from the drop down list.

Once you click on the location or Field Staff member you
will be given the opportunity to sign up for their particular
newsletter and prayer points.

“Our Field Staff really value your prayers and support,” says
BCA National Director Greg Harris. “Over our rich history there
have been so many amazing answers to prayer, and people’s
lives changed through the power of the gospel. Subscribing to
our Field Staff Newsletters is another way to help to inform your
prayers and I’d encourage you to sign up.”

Janine van den Tillaart
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Who would have thought?
Who would have thought what God had
in mind for us when we both resigned
from leadership positions in South
Australian Riverland schools in 2007?
We thought we would serve in our local
church and Steve even wrote a letter asking
the minister how he could be of help. That
was a dangerous thing to do! The reply
came back: leading Bible studies, preaching
and pastoral care! Steve resisted this idea
at first but it just so happened that Bible
College SA were holding regional courses
in our town. We both attended and did the
study just for our own further learning. One
thing led to another and we found ourselves
studying full-time at BCSA. We were then
appointed to Streaky Bay Anglican Church
for four years. We returned to Adelaide
thinking that we could serve by helping
out in churches. That plan lasted three
weeks until Steve was appointed to a locum
position in Belair for the next six months.
It became apparent to us that God was
equipping us to have a broad understanding
of the Anglican Church in South Australia.
In 2014 Steve became the BCA Regional

Neville & Kathie Naden, Greg & Karen Harris
and Steve & Lyn Davis

22 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN

Officer for SA/NT. During the last five years
we have both enjoyed serving the Lord
Jesus with BCA. We have had the privilege
of visiting many supporting churches in SA
as well as the NT to present news about
BCA Field Staff. We have had many rich
conversations with people who have fond
memories of BCA in its earlier days. Some
attributed their understanding of a personal
relationship with Jesus to those who worked
in hospitals and ministers who explained
the good news. We have had a great time
encouraging our Field Staff in SA and the
NT. We have loved meeting the families
and also the kids, who are so full of life.
We have had great times babysitting kids to
give their (Field Staff) parents a night out,
something not so readily available without
extended family around.
We sometimes wish we were 10 years
younger to be part of the next exciting
chapter of BCA, but that’s not God’s timing
for us. So what will we do now? We have
always had a passion for working in under
resourced places, whether in education or
ministry. We may turn up in some small
town offering our encouragement to

Steve Davis at the site
of the Bishop Kirkby
Memorial Hospital in Cook.

Christians in isolation, travelling in our van
as BCA Nomads (once we are free to travel
again). Or it might be doing some locum
work somewhere in the sticks.
On the eve of Steve’s retirement from
BCA, we pause to reflect on our connection
with the Society over the last fifty something
years. We became aware of BCA over
five decades ago because the church we
attended partnered with BCA and had a
number of very strong supporters.
When Steve became a teacher, he was
sent to Tarcoola, a small railway town about
750 kms north-west of Adelaide. It was
also the location of a BCA hospital staffed
by Sisters Heather Heaver and Maude
Ross. These Christian women had served
in the bush for many years, in remote
communities, caring for the health needs
and at times the spiritual needs of the
locals. As he got to know them over that
year, he was encouraged by the work that
they did, their courage in adverse conditions
and their fellowship and kindness to him.

They were experienced ‘bushies’ dealing
with a city slicker!
Our reconnection with BCA ministry
some years later was in Mintabie (400 kms
south of Alice Springs) with visits from
The Revd Ian Robinson (Coober Pedy). We
thank God for those early connections with
BCA, for the things we learned and the
opportunity to serve.
We leave with many happy and vibrant
memories of our time with BCA but know
that God will use us somewhere, if we
submit to Him. The words of Joshua 1:9 ring
true for us all as they did for Joshua. “Do
not be frightened, and do not be dismayed,
for the Lord your God is with you wherever
you go.” Please pray that we remain open
to Him and serve Him to the end of our
days on earth.

Steve & Lyn Davis
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Much cause for celebration
The beginning of 2020 saw much cause
for celebration in the BCA family with
four Field Staff commissioned for service
and two ordinations.

were commissioned
for service at St
Peter’s Anglican
Church in Walgett.
The Fergusons were
The first to be
greatly encouraged
commissioned
by their church family from Tamworth
were Trent &
who brought a bus load out to show their
Alice McGrath in
support. “We estimated about 75 people for
Jindabyne on 8
catering purposes, however, felt prompted
February. Attendees to increase the number,” says George. ”We
of that service included two former BCA
ended up with about 120 people attending.
National Directors (Brian Roberts and Mark
What a blessing! Both services were a great
Short in his role of Bishop of Canberra &
time of encouragement to us. Praise God!”
Goulburn), our current National Director
Kurt & Rebecca
Greg Harris and NSW/ACT Regional Officer
Langmead were
Ted Brush. In welcoming everyone to the
commissioned
service Brian Roberts told a remarkable story
for service at the
illustrating God’s mighty plan for ministry in
Lightning Ridge
Jindabyne. Snowy Monaro Mayor Peter Beer
Community
(who was present at the commissioning)
Church on Saturday 29 February. “Our
attended a service in Amsterdam last year
commissioning service was a special
at a church run by our sister organisation
time,”says Kurt. “We were greatly
ICS. At that service, some 17,000 kilometres encouraged by all who made the trip,
away, they prayed for Jindabyne and that
including BCA National Director Greg Harris
the right person would be chosen to fill the and his wife Karen, Queensland/Northern
role there.
New South Wales Regional Officer David
The township of
Rogers-Smith and many from our various
Mudgee officially
link churches, even from across the border
welcomed James & at St Bart’s Toowoomba!
Brittany Daymond
Also on 29 February
for service on 11
Jamie Bester was
February. James
ordained by The
was commissioned as an evangelist by
Bishop of Tasmania
Bishop Mark Calder who preached on 2
Richard Condie in a
Corinthians 4:1–5, 16–18 and reminded the
special Ordination and
congregation that we have the best news to Celebration service. Jamie was ordained as a
share. NSW/ACT Regional Officer Ted Brush
Priest along with two others.
was able to attend the service along with
“What I find particular exciting with the
many BCA supporters which was a great
recent ordinations and commissionings is
encouragement to the Daymonds.
the diversity of our Field Staff in not only
George Ferguson was ordained at St
the locations but the very nature of the
Peter’s Cathedral in Armidale on 22 February ministries that God has called them to,”
and just six days later George & Carmel
says Greg Harris.
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Post & Rails
WELCOME
Simon & Alison
Roberts have taken
up the vacant
ministry position in
Exmouth, Western
Australia. Simon
who was previously
the senior minister at St Mark’s Malabar in
Sydney, is committed to making disciples
who make disciples. The Roberts travelled to
Exmouth in late March before strict border
restrictions came into place.
BCA is now
supporting the
ministry of Jude &
Andy Benton in the
Cooperating Parish
of Croajingolong,
in the Diocese of
Gippsland, Victoria. The parish includes St
Peter's Mallacoota and St John's Cann River.
Jude, who has been operating in a part-time
capacity until recently, has now taken on the
role of Priest-in-Charge on a full-time basis.
Rob & Michelle
Edwards will
commence in
the vacant Field
Staff position in
Strathfieldsaye
in late May.
Previously Rob was the Children's & Youth
Minister in the Parish of South East Bendigo.
The Edwards have three boys – Nathan, Josh
and Pete.

FAREWELL
After 14 years serving
the Lord in Port
Hedland, Philip, Elke,
Annabella & Lilly
Knight, have moved
to Melbourne.

Philip is now the Vicar at St Mark's Anglican
Church, Forest Hill.
The Revd Steve
Davis BCA’s South
Australian/Northern
Territory Regional
Officer retired from
his role at the end
of May. Steve and
his wife Lyn have travelled across the state
and territory to encourage BCA supporters
and Field Staff as well as seek new support
for the Society. Although Steve is retiring he
still plans to serve Christ and His church in
another capacity.

CONGRATULATIONS
George Ferguson and Jamie Bester were
both ordained in February. George was
ordained on Saturday 22 February in the
Diocese of Armidale. Jamie was ordained
in the Diocese of Tasmania on Saturday 29
February 2020.
Trent & Alice McGrath (Jindabyne), Kurt &
Bec Langmead (Lightning Ridge), James &
Brittany Daymond (Mudgee) and George &
Carmel Ferguson (Barwon District Anglican
Parish) were all commissioned for service in
their respective parishes during February.

VALE
The Revd John
Symons (23
December 1942 – 21
March 2020) and his
wife Dianne served
with BCA in North
West Australia in the late 1980s and 90s.
They were in Derby from 1987–1991 and
then Kununurra /Wyndham from 1992–
1997. Before his passing John and Dianne
celebrated 54 years of marriage. John is
survived by Dianne, their sons Martin, Paul,
Craig, Christopher, Aaron and their families.
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From the Archives: A house of God
in the heart of the bush

After a break of 11 years, BCA is once
again supporting ministry in the Parish
of Croajingolong. In this article from
the March 1929 edition of The Real
Australian we hear about the building
of its first church, a building that still
stands today.
Croajingolong has always been noted
for its magnificent trees, tall and graceful.
It has now another claim to distinction – a
beautiful little church, the first Anglican
house of worship ever erected there.
For many years the work of the Church
has been carried on in that area under
conditions of much difficulty. Big though
it was, Croajingolong had no townships;
until later years it could not boast of decent
roads; the little knots of settlement were
far apart and hidden sometimes in out-ofthe-way mountain gullies. Church services
were held sometimes in tiny schoolrooms,
with uncomfortable desks serving as pews,
and with maps and diagrams of venomous
snakes making up the wall-decorations.
Or sometimes recourse would be made to
a road-camp mess-hut, or to the homelier
surroundings of a settler's kitchen. Even a
bar-parlour of a hotel was requisitioned. For
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all these, the workers were grateful, and
truly the Word of the Lord had free course,
and in them all He was glorified.
But now there is a church practically
complete in building and furnishing, the
Church of St John the Evangelist, Cann
River. It has a fine setting, for it has been
built just where the great roads, the Princes
Highway and the Kings Highway, conjoin.
Travellers passing between the states of New
South Wales and Victoria by either of those
roads cannot fail to see this new witness
for God. Someday, and in the near future,
a township of no mean importance must
spring up, and will spring up where these
highways meet. What a great thing to know
that the Church will be there first to give her
welcome to all who shall find a home there!
At present the Church stands against the
background of a real Australian forest – a
forest such as is only to be seen, perhaps,
in East Gippsland. The tall timber raises
up with clean straight trunks of 150 feet
at least, and with light feathery foliage.
Where the undergrowth has been removed,
the grass shows wonderfully fresh and
green. Through the trees may be seen a
selector's first home, partly built of bark and
split palings and corrugated iron. A most

picturesque setting indeed, and God has
two students from Sydney – Messrs Keith
enabled the Church to be placed there for
Langford-Smith and E. Brabrook – also took
the worship of His Holy Name, and to serve
part in the service.
as a House of Hope for all who come within
The Bishop was received at the door
its walls.
by Miss Reece, the BCA worker, who read
The Church is indeed a model reflecting
the appeal for dedication. The crowded
great credit upon the architects, Messrs
congregation joined with keen and earnest
Esplin and Mould, of Pitt Street, Sydney,
interest in the singing, and was splendidly
who drew up plans, etc., without any
helped by Sister Agnes Head, BCA Nurse,
charge, and upon the builders, Messrs
who presided at the organ.
Mann Bros, of Mont Albert, Victoria. Our
The Bishop's sermon was based on
illustration shows the building just before its Haggai 9: "The glory of this latter house
completion. Its lines are lofty and graceful;
shall be greater than of the former, saith the
the walls are of rusticated
Lord of Hosts."
weatherboard, lined inside
Croajingolong has
At the close of the service
partly by dark wainscoting and
always been noted the folk were invited to the
by white panelling. A fine rose
for its magnificent schoolhouse nearby, and during
window appears in the East
the serving of refreshments by a
trees, tall and
end. The massive Communion
kindly and generous committee
graceful. It has
rails and pews are in wellnow another claim of ladies, opportunity was taken
seasoned and beautifully
to give an official welcome to
to distinction – a
grained Australian hardwoods.
the Bishop. With a Confirmation
beau¬tiful little
Communion table, reading
service held in the evening, a
church, the first
desk, lectern, font, hymnday of memorable and sacred
Anglican house
board are all in oak. Truly it
associations was closed.
of worship ever
is a House of Prayer, helpful
This brief sketch of the
erected there
for worship, with no tawdry
dedication ceremony must not be
decorations unworthy of the
closed without reference to Miss
Christian religion.
Reece, whose name will ever be
Wednesday, February 29th, was the
linked with the Church, not only because
day of its dedication by Bishop Cranswick.
of her work, but also because the church
Never had there been such a day in East
stands as a memorial to her mother and
Gippsland, and the clergy present, with
sister, who have passed into God's glory and
the Bishop, made quite an imposing
Presence. Surely all will thank God for the
gathering. The Victorian Committee of the
labour and gift of love of which the church
BCA had sent as their representative the
in Croajingolong will always be a token.
Rev E Panelli. The Rector of Orbost, Rev.
J. Bruce Montgomery, acted as Bishop's
Every edition of The Real Australian from
Chaplain. Two former workers in the area
1920 to now can be found online. Visit
were present – Revs. A. J. Maher and W. I.
www.bushchurchaid.com.au/archive
Fleming. The present Missioner, Rev. C.
John Nash, and the Rev. S. J. Kirkby,
Organising Missioner of the BCA, with
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BCA Catalogue
Never Too Far, Never Too Few:
100 Years of Bush Church Aid

This hard cover coffee table book, written by
Christian writer Robyn Powell looks back at
the various ministries of BCA over the past
100 years.
BCA 138

Discounted price $20
Postage and handling $8.50

BCA 018
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Banjo Bilby $15

Order form
Please complete this merchandise order form
Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia
BCA Code

Description

Qty

$

Total

Sub-Total
Packaging and delivery $8.50 per order
Total

I would like to pay by:
Cheque/Money Order
Mastercard

Credit card – please complete details below

Visa

American Express

Name on credit card__________________________________________________
Credit card number
Expires on_________________Signature__________________________________

Please deliver to:
Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms First name		
Last name
Address
Postcode
Email

Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)
*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask
that you include $8.50 per delivery address.

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au
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Distance Giving Program
BCA Field Staff make Christ known across the length and breadth of our country, but they
can’t do it alone. Bush Church Aid’s Distance Giving Program is your opportunity to walk
alongside them.
The Distance Giving Program gives you the opportunity to support our Field Staff on a
regular basis. You will share their journey through monthly giving & prayer, and receive
special updates on how your support is making a difference.
Yes, I would like to partner with our Field Staff through BCA’s
Distance Giving Program with a monthly donation.
Ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017
BPay Biller Code 88203
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found on
the back of this magazine above your name and address.

BILLER CODE

88203

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706
Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter number as a
reference (or, for anonymous donations, the reference ANON followed by the first letter of your
State).

Please process my donation on the ________ day of each month.
$20

$30

$50

$100

Other: __________

Credit card
Mastercard

Visa

American Express

Name on credit card_______________________________________________________
Credit card number
Expires on_____________________ Signature___________________________________

My details
Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms First name		
Last name
Address
Postcode
Email

Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)
*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)
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Donation Form
Yes, I would like to help share the gospel and provide care to reach
Australia for Christ.
Ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017
BPay Biller Code 88203
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found on
the back of this magazine above your name and address.

BILLER CODE

88203

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706
Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter
number as a reference (or, for anonymous donations, the reference ANON followed
by the first letter of your State). 

Enclosed is my gift of $_____________________________to BCA’s ministry
I would like to give by:
Cheque/Money Order
		

Credit card – please complete details below
Mastercard

Visa

American Express

Name on credit card______________________________________________________
Credit card number
Expires on_____________________ Signature___________________________________
I would like to donate to General Ministry OR
I would like a tax deduction
(A tax-deductible gift can only be directed to a narrow range of ministry areas)

My details
Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms First name		
Last name
Address
Postcode
Email

Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)
*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

I would like to receive:
The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes
A money box for my donations
Information about how I can support BCA through my Will
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The Bush Church Aid Society
PO Box 5389
SYDNEY NSW 2001
CM 22600437
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