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Editorial – No easy answers
“There are no easy answers.” I can’t remember exactly
which press conference I was listening to at the time, but
that quip caught my attention. I have probably heard that
phrase a thousand times, but on this occasion I must have
been a little more reflective.
If there was ever a time when there were no easy answers,
it would have to be this past year. Correct? Over the last twelve
months every one of us have faced situations where there were
no easy answers.
However, without diminishing the complexity of 2020, and
for a number of people the grief and mourning, I wonder if
there has ever been a time in history with easy answers? History
is strewn with complex situations because people and societies
are complex. Economies and governing are complex. Overseeing
education and health systems is complex. Closer to home,
raising a family can be complex. And I am sure we could all
name a myriad of other complex systems or life situations.
However, throughout history and in each complex situation,
there is hope. It is too simplistic to say that whatever the
question is, the answer is ‘Jesus.’ As I am not sure the answer
to stopping my dog digging up the garden is Jesus. Yet when
it comes to the really important questions there is an answer.
Important questions like ‘Where is my worth?’, ‘Where is my
security?’, ‘Where is my hope for eternity?’ and ‘Where can I
find forgiveness and peace?’.
Admittedly, you could argue there are no easy answers to
those questions either because they all engage with complex
situations and people. Yet I would argue there is at the very least
an answer you can trust – Jesus.
At BCA we also know there are no easy answers in bush
ministry. And yet the same certainty exists no matter the
challenges in rural, regional and remote Australia – Jesus is Lord,
God’s kingdom reigns and peace is ours through grace. There
may be no easy answers but there is certainty, so we continue to
go, going the distance.

At BCA we also
know there are
no easy answers
in bush ministry.
And yet the same
certainty exists
no matter the
challenges in
rural, regional and
remote Australia –
Jesus is Lord, God’s
kingdom reigns
and peace is ours
through grace

Greg Harris
National Director
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Hitting the road with
Indigenous Ministry students

Bush Church Aid has always realised
the need to reach Indigenous people
with the gospel. From its early days,
BCA missioners (Field Staff) travelled
to remote and isolated parts of the
country to proclaim Christ to Indigenous
communities.
Over the past 30 years or so BCA's
focus has changed. Today, BCA seeks to
encourage the equipping of Indigenous
men and women to take the gospel to their
own people. To help with this process BCA
employed me as its Indigenous Ministry
Officer in 2019.
At the beginning of 2020 I became
aware of three young Aboriginal people
studying at two Anglican Theological
Colleges. Lonny Bendessi at Ridley College
in Melbourne and Lucie Wheeler & Jonathan
Tuivawa at Moore College in Sydney.
I thought it would be good if BCA were
able to offer support to Lonny, Lucie and
Jonathan. A grant was made available
to each of them which allowed them to
purchase books and other aids to help them
with their studies.
Recently, BCA funded a ministry
awareness trip for these three students.
4

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN

In late November/early December 2020
they travelled with me and Kim Hinkley
(Executive Assistant to the BCA National
Director) to St Peter's Anglican Church,
Tamworth. It was here that they were able
to experience ministry in a government
housing area called Coledale.
As most people living in this area are
Aboriginal, St Peter's Anglican Church
thought it would be good to provide
ministry in the area. The Coledale Front
Yard Church was established, and former
BCA Indigenous Ministry Trainee George
Ferguson and his wife Carmel were heavily
involved in this ministry under the guidance
of Senior Minister of St Peter’s, Rod Chiswell
(now Bishop of Armidale).
We were greatly encouraged to see the
passion in which Lonny, Lucie and Jonathan
engaged with the community. When asked
how he got the ministry to be successful,
Rod Chiswell said that “When it comes to
Coledale, we were intentional about serving
the community”.
For any ministry to be successful, there
must be an element of intentionality.
After our visit to Tamworth, we headed
back to Sydney to visit other Anglican
churches and ministers throughout the

metropolitan area including:
of ministries that are out there not only for
• Macarthur Indigenous Church,
Aboriginal communities and individuals,
Campbelltown (Pastor Michael Duckett)
but also for the rest of the communities
• Scarred Tree Indigenous Ministries, Glebe we visited,” says Lucie Wheeler. “For me,
(Pastor Raymond and Sharon Minniecon) Tamworth was a standout, as we saw a
• Living Water Church, Redfern (The Revd
great piece of ministry that is the Coledale
Matt Paterson)
Front Yard Church. Also the Living Waters
• St Andrew’s Cathedral, Sydney
Church in Redfern was an exciting visit. I
• St Matt’s Manly
can positively say that I want
The students visited St
to go back out in the field to
Andrew’s Cathedral for the
Our trip was for
visit the ministries we saw.
10am Sunday service and then
Our trip was for me an allme an all-round
had lunch with the Dean of the
round success: great ministries,
success: great
Cathedral, the Very Reverend
great opportunities and great
ministries, great
Kanishka Raffel. During this
people."
opportunities and
time they were able to ask him
BCA is committed to seeing
great people –
questions about his role and the
Aboriginal
people supported
Lucie Wheeler
Anglican Church in general.
– to become all they can be
On Sunday night, the
for the sake of the gospel and
students attended a service
contribute to church leadership.
at St Matt's Manly. It was an excellent
All three students worked hard during
opportunity for them to engage in worship
2020 and achieved their desired outcomes –
in a relaxed environment. They enjoyed
they passed their assessments and are now
meeting and mingling with the many people thinking about, 'where to from here'. Please
in attendance. Again, it was an opportunity pray for Lonny, Lucie and Jonathan as they
for them to ask questions and learn more
consider their plans for 2021.
about the type and style of ministry there.
Neville Naden
"Our trip to Tamworth and Sydney was
a great eye-opener to the different types
AUTUMN 2021
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A return to the Apple Isle
After spending eight years in Melbourne,
David & Lauren Horne have returned to
the Apple Isle to take up the ministry at
Southern Beaches Anglican (SBA).

says Dave. “I had a really good upbringing
and a solid foundational understanding of
Scripture and God. But when I left home
and went to Uni in Launceston I was given
the freedom to make decisions about
The Southern Beaches of Tasmania is
Christian life for myself. Unfortunately, I
the fastest growing area in the state with
chose not to attend church.”
many young families moving there from
When Dave and Lauren got married in
Hobart and interstate. SBA is one of the
2012 they made the decision to build a
only churches in this new
Christian family, but they didn’t
area, which has a real need
People are moving form a personal relationship
for community according to
with Jesus until their move to
out here for lower
Dave. “People are moving out
Melbourne in 2013.
house prices and
here for lower house prices
“By God’s grace He used
beautiful beaches,
and beautiful beaches, but
City on a Hill Melbourne to
but they don’t
they don’t necessarily have
reach us and open our eyes
necessarily have
friends or family here. We can
to our sin and bring us back
friends or family
offer community but more
to Himself,” says Dave. “We
here. We can offer
importantly we can help them
attended City on Hill for one
community but
find their contentment and new
year before I started a two day
more importantly
life in Jesus. This is something
a week internship there. For
we can help
I’m really excited about. They
that year God was stirring in my
them find their
may not know they are looking
heart – I didn’t want to leave
contentment and
for Jesus, but I think the more
after just 12 months. I then
new life in Jesus
they see Christianity on display
worked for two days a week
the more they will recognise
as their Services Coordinator
their need for it.”
while working part-time as a
Both Dave and Lauren grew
PE teacher. After about three
up in Christian families in Tasmania, where
years we took a big step of faith and I left
both their fathers were pastors. “For 18
PE teaching to do full-time study at Ridley
years my Dad was my pastor and from Year
College while continuing to work a couple
4 he was my school principal as well!”
of days at City on a Hill.”

6

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN

Growing up in the Church of Christ,
Dave didn’t know much about BCA until
last year after a promotion at Ridley College
by Victorian Regional Officer Adrian Lane.
And when he approached Bishop Richard
Condie about working in Tasmania, Dave
was introduced to BCA National Director
Greg Harris.
“We have really gone full circle; we are
back in Tasmania and are now ministering
ourselves. God has been wonderfully kind in
that,” says Dave.
The Hornes have begun work at
Southern Beaches Anglican with two goals
in mind – evangelism and discipleship.
“Firstly, we want people who don’t have
faith to find salvation and life in Jesus,” says
Dave. “Secondly, there are many people at
SBA who have been converted in the last
couple of years, so our goal for them is to
continue that discipleship and maturation
so they become people who let the gospel
affect every part of their lives.”
Please uphold Dave, Lauren, Elka, Posy
& Lennox in your prayers as they settle
into the Southern Beaches and figure out
how to establish roots in the community.
“There is not an infrastructure to allow
you to cross paths with people other than
at the school,” says Dave. “We want
to get involved with the school but also
make connections in the community and

The Horne Family

form a platform where we can share the
gospel.” Please also pray that Dave is able
to prioritise what God wants them to do –
“There is so much need – we want to do
everything, but we want discernment about
what to do first.”
Dave will be ordained in the Anglican
Church at the end of February and
graduate from Ridley College with a
Master of Divinity in the middle of April.

Janine van den Tillaart

kunanyi/Mount Wellington lookout
facing towards the Southen Beaches
AUTUMN 2021
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Reaching out in Mudgee
Over the last year it has been a joy to
to pray for shop keepers and then if the
opportunity presented itself, sought to share
join with the Mudgee Anglican Church
the gospel.
praying for outreach and reading
Reaching out to shop keepers has been
God’s word together. It has also been
fantastic to see God give people a desire such a strong reminder of how important it
is to give people an opportunity
for outreach and see an
Reaching out to
to hear about Jesus because
Evangelism Team develop.
there is such ignorance about
shop keepers has
The Evangelism Team has
been such a strong Him. What has also been
been meeting weekly to train
striking is how prepared
reminder of how
in evangelism which has been
some people are to engage in
important it is
so helpful in learning new
conversation about Jesus.
to give people
skills, encouraging one another,
The shop keeper ministry has
an opportunity
and developing momentum in
been combined with a focused
to hear about
outreach.
ministry by the Evangelism
Jesus because
In light of COVID-19, we
Team to family, friends, and
there is such
initially focused on reaching out
acquaintances where we can
ignorance about
to the church fringe (those who
pray for one another, plan how
Him. What has
identify as church members but
to reach out, and help each
also been striking
whom we seldom, if ever, see at
other with accountability. Our
is how prepared
church). We were delighted that
hope is that when COVID-19
some people
some people welcomed us and
conditions ease, we will also be
are to engage
have even come to church since
able to reach out to farms and
in conversation
our visit!
people living in town.
about Jesus
Our focus then shifted to
As we have been reaching
reaching out to shop keepers
and other members of the
commercial community. We
have sought to do this by initially offering

out, God has encouraged us.
One member of the team
shared a passage from Luke’s
gospel with a lady. The response of the

James and Brittany (right)
with members of the Evangelism Team
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lady was to cry because the words were so
moving. She said that she would look for
her Bible at home to continue reading.
Another member intentionally wrote
emails to some members of the church
fringe and gave out gospel resources.
He received responses of some people
wanting to return to church and one person
requesting more gospel resources.
Some other members planned to share
the gospel at a lunch they attended and
provided attendees with copies of Luke’s
gospel. The same couple also displayed John
3:16 on their shop window in large print on
the main street in Mudgee!
Our minister, Archdeacon Jono Williams,
has also had an amazing outreach ministry
at a local pub by running a brief monthly
service by request. The service has led to lots
of conversations in the pub, on the street,
and even one person arranging to meet
with Jono to learn more about Jesus.
As we reflect upon the last year, we
have been struck by a few things. First, the
joy, edification, and encouragement that
partnership in the gospel brings. It has been
great to pray with people, think through
things, and spur one another on in sharing
the gospel! Thank you for your partnership!
Secondly, the importance of having
different levels of evangelism training in
our church. Some people will be really
keen on evangelism, others less so. Having
a variation from on-the-job experience
through to presentations in church
and other things in between has been
invaluable.
Thirdly, having weekly Evangelism
Team Training has also been eye-opening.
Reviewing and keeping one another
accountable, learning from God’s word and
upskilling, as well as planning all take time
and are so helpful in sharpening us up for
God’s mission.

Ted Brush, NSW/ACT Regional Officer, James & Brittany
Daymond and Greg Harris, National Director

Finally the power of prayer has struck
us again. For example, we were invited
to a Christmas party by some of our new
friends, self-professed atheists. We prayed
for opportunities before going. What
would God do? James was introduced as
an evangelist by the hostess on several
occasions (not mockingly) which led to
lots of conversations. Then, Brittany was
encouraged to play some carols on the
host’s guitar, and the atheists sang “Hark
the Herald” louder than anyone! Three
serious gospel conversations also came one
after the other. We praise God for this and
look forward to what He will do next.

James & Brittany
Daymond

AUTUMN 2021
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God’s specific job description
I am really excited to be joining the BCA family and the
Northern Territory Diocese as the NT Children’s Ministry
Officer. I have been working as a Families and Children’s
Minister since I was ordained in 2009 but there’s a part of
me that thinks I was born to be a children’s minister. I have
always loved kids and had a desire to have a huge family
of my own. While that has not been God’s plan for me so
far, He has given me an even bigger family – a family of
other people’s little ones. So in a sense, I have recently had
a family of about 150 kids at St Matt’s Manly.

Naomi Ireland
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My love for both kids ministry and mission started when I
was in Year 8: kids ministry, as I served as a leader at my local
church’s Girls Club, and mission, through a love of the Spanish
language and our church’s support of link missionaries in Chile.
So when I was at uni, I decided I wasn’t going to become a
psychologist but a minister, perhaps even a missionary in Chile.
My professional ministry journey began in 2004 when I
completed a ministry apprenticeship under a brilliant Children’s
Minister, Mary Pickford. During this year my desire to teach
kids the good news about Jesus grew, as did my skills. I then
headed off to Moore College where God continued to shape
my heart for mission. Through a number of different events, I
felt the focus of my mission attention move from Chile to Spain
to Africa and finally to our own backyard. The final shift came
through the partnership St Matt’s had with Kathie & Neville
Naden – then BCA Field Staff working at the Living Desert
Indigenous Church in Broken Hill. Getting to know Kathie &
Neville and serving alongside them in Broken Hill fanned the
flame of my love and respect of our Indigenous Australians.
Another of my great loves that has developed over the last
15 years has been a love of writing programs and curriculum for
teaching the Bible to kids. I had the great privilege of being part
of a Christian Education Publications writing team that rewrote
curriculum for Scripture in schools. I really enjoyed channelling
my creativity and honing my writing skills during this time, and
this has continued over the last 10 years.
So, as you can imagine, when the opportunity arose to
support and partner with those serving in Children’s Ministry
in the NT by writing programs and curriculum, teaching and
training in Religious Education in schools and serving those in
Indigenous communities, I jumped at it! It seemed like God had
written the job specifically for me. How could I say no?

As I write this, I’m sitting in my parent’s place enjoying a nice
long holiday before I start on 31 January. However, while I can’t
wait to get stuck into ministry, I won’t be heading straight to
Darwin. I have a plan to prepare for the job that awaits, but as
the writer of Proverbs says, “Many are the plans in a person’s
heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21).
So, due to the constant COVID-19 changes, I will plan, but the
Lord will reveal the actual plan along the way.
Here is my plan as it stands right now:
1. I will head down to Melbourne to do some cross-cultural
training at the Church Missionary Society’s St Andrews Hall
2. Then I will drive to Maroochydore for our BCA Field Staff
Conference (where I’ll get to meet the wider BCA family)
3. I will then drive to Darwin, spending just a few weeks settling
into NT life and attending the Katherine Christian Convention
4. Then I will spend two months living in an Aboriginal
community on Groote Eylandt – an island off the coast of
Arhnem Land.
5. Finally I’ll head back to Darwin, to find somewhere to live
and start the job!
I’m really looking forward to this new adventure, but I’d really
value your prayers. Here a few things I’d love your prayer for:
• Me to be calm and trust God with each step of the journey,
especially as plans will no doubt change.
• Safety for all the driving I’ll be doing.
• Humility and growth as I prepare to serve cross-culturally.
• God to use me in the NT to grow His kingdom among His
little people.

Naomi Ireland

When the
opportunity arose
to support and
partner with
those serving in
Children’s Ministry
in the NT by
writing programs
and curriculum,
teaching
and training
in Religious
Education in
schools and
serving those
in Indigenous
communities, I
jumped at it!

Children enjoying a
Darwin beach
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The most important thing in life

Steven & Caitlin Klouth

Steven & Caitlin Klouth have recently
moved to the Parish of Kelso in the
Diocese of Bathurst where Steven will
work as a trainee assistant minister.
Caitlin is no stranger to BCA as the
daughter of our current WA Regional
Officer Rob Healy and his wife Kaye.
Here Steven tells us a bit about himself
and his love of God...

Before being ordained, I studied
International Relations at La Trobe University
in Melbourne and then spent two years at
Sydney Missionary & Bible College. Initially
I had planned to only study for one year,
before I thought I would pursue a career as
a teacher. But within the first few months,
I felt convicted that the most important
thing I could spend my life teaching was
God’s word, and to dedicate my whole life
I’ve known the Lord Jesus
in service of the Lord and His
and the love of God all my
I felt convicted
church.
life, having been raised in a
As most BCA supporters
that the most
Christian home. Having made
know, Caitlin grew up in a
important thing
a personal confession of faith
ministry family, with her dad
I could spend my
at age 10, I did wander during
serving in Karratha-Dampier,
life teaching was
my teenage years from a life
God’s word, and to Dongara and Hammersley.
of active obedience to the Lord
dedicate my whole Caitlin studied Speech Pathology
in pursuit of my own desires
at Curtin University, working
life in service of
in life. I never claimed not to
for a few years then returning
the Lord and His
be a Christian, but my actions
to university to do an MTS
church
did not show my Christian
apprenticeship before crossing
faith. Unsurprisingly, this left
the country to attend SMBC,
me feeling overwhelmed by
where we met and got married
life and my own failings. In His amazing
in 2019.
grace, God worked in me, to show me my
I knew a little of BCA because of
foolishness and convict me of the deep
a connection at a previous church but
truths of the gospel, as well as my need to
marrying Caitlin and hearing of her family’s
live a life of obedience and devotion that
service with BCA obviously gave me a
testified to my identity in Christ, rather than greater understanding of BCA’s role and
just possessing a Christian worldview.
mission, as well as the wonderful faithful
12 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN

men, women and children who have served
and supported gospel ministry in rural and
remote Australia.
Kelso is in a unique position for ministry.
Although geographically it is close to
Bathurst, it functions as its own community.
It has experienced rapid growth and new
homes continue to be built and new
families move in. This provides a wonderful
opportunity for the church to be part of the
community and with that, to have many
opportunities to share the gospel and share
Christian fellowship.
Additionally, within the Parish of Kelso
are satellite churches with occasional services
in Raglan, Peel and O’Connell. This means
that there are opportunities to reach smaller
towns in the area with the good news of
Jesus Christ.
My hope for our time at Holy Trinity
Kelso is that:
• we would reach many with the good
news of the gospel and the hope we
have as Christians, whatever we may

experience in life.
• people would realise the depths of their
sin but the even greater forgiveness that
exists through faith in Jesus.
• the church would be integral to
community life, and that we would be
known as people of hope who share
God’s love for people and His grace in
the Lord Jesus.
• our witness would be strong and
markedly different to the culture around.
• where people have had damaging
experiences with the church, they would
find reconciliation and peace through
Jesus Christ.
Please pray that we continue to grow
in our personal relationship with the Lord,
settle well into the church and wider
community and be bold in sharing the
gospel with people. May God reconcile
people to Himself and build His church in
the Parish of Kelso.

Steven Klouth

New workers for the rich harvest field
In the last few months of 2020 we were
pleased to announce a number of new
ministries and Field Staff joining the BCA
family. The three latest appointments
came at the tail end of last year and
the start of 2021. We are delighted to
welcome Mike, Sandra & David Uptin,
Ruth & Lee Walton and David Pohlmann
& Margaret Scott.

Gold Coast where Mike was the Rector of
Surfers Paradise Anglican Church.
Born and raised in northern NSW, Mike
had a church upbringing, but traces his
conversion to when he moved to Sydney
in the early 1980s. After being invited to
continued next page...

Mike Uptin is our new Queensland/
Northern NSW Regional Officer. With the
addition of Mike to the team, BCA now has
a full complement of Senior Officers. Mike,
his wife Sandra and son David live on the
AUTUMN 2021 13

New workers for the rich harvest field (cont...)
church by his flatmate and meeting another
committed Christian, Mike had his lightbulb
moment “I soon realised that I had to make
a personal decision for or against Christ as
my Lord and Saviour”.
Mike trained at Moore Theological
College in Sydney where he graduated
with a Bachelor of Theology and a Diploma
of Ministry. He is currently undertaking
a Master of Arts (Ministry) through
Queensland Theological College.

Ruth Walton is being supported by BCA
in her role of Anglican Dean at Nungalinya
College in Darwin.
Originally from Birmingham in the United
Kingdom, Ruth grew up in a Christian
family. After graduating from university, she
married Lee and they had four children. The
family emigrated to Australia in 2000 after a
very tangible sense of God’s leading.
In Australia, Ruth has completed a
Certificate in Christian Studies, a Bachelor
of Theology and an Advanced Diploma
of Christian Ministry & Theology. She has

Send us your stamps!
Bush Church Aid collects postage stamps
which help raise money to support the work
and ministry of BCA.
We accept all Australian and International
stamps along with stamp albums. If you would
like to trim the stamps before you send them,
please leave a 3mm margin around the edge
of the stamp. Otherwise, send them to us and
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worked in youth ministry, children’s ministry,
as a Deacon, Chaplain and Priest Assistant.

David Pohlmann has commenced in
the BCA-supported role of Schools Ministry
Coordinator with Scripture Union NT. He
will also work alongside volunteers teaching
Religious Instruction (RI) in public schools in
the Greater Darwin Area.
While a newcomer to BCA, David has
over a decade’s experience with Scripture
Union. He has also worked across the
educational sector from preschool to tertiary,
including time training RI teachers and
chaplains. For the past four years David &
his wife Margaret have lived in Townsville
where David served as the Lead Pastor at Mt
Louisa Community Church.
“While we have had to farewell some
much-loved Field Staff over the past year, it
is so exciting to welcome new Field Staff to
the BCA family,” says National Director Greg
Harris. “It is my prayer that through them
many people will learn of the saving grace
of our Lord Jesus."

we can trim and sort them. You can either
drop them into the office in York St or post
them to GPO Box 5389, Sydney NSW 2001.
We would also like to extend a huge
THANK YOU to all the individuals and churches
who have sent us stamps over the last year,
we are very grateful for your donations and
support of Bush Church Aid!

Happy Birthday to everyone born in March,
April and May! All of us at BCA for Kids wish
you God’s richest blessings on your special day.

March

April

Toby S
Matilda L
Nathan R
Isobel L
Ayla C
Hamish M
Genevieve M
Kirby M
Drew E
Hamish C
Cooper C

Orielle A
Gabrielle D
Lara T
Archie N
Gem T
Desmond L
Jonathon T
Dustin F
Jane S

May
Emmanuelle M
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Journaling
make
it your
own!

It can be really helpful to read the
Bible with different tools, some
people like to listen to the Bible
being read aloud, some people like
to write notes about what they
have read, some people like to draw
or paint and some people like to
create images on their phone.
Journaling is one such way. There
are many different ways to journal
but basically it is writing or drawing
notes about what you have read. You
could jot notes down in your Bible with
coloured pens (as long as it’s OK with
your mum and dad) or draw pictures in
the margins of your Bible.
You might like to make a separate
journal for writing and drawing in,
where you could include something
that really stood out to you that day,
perhaps a word, a picture, a verse, or
something you learned.
16 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN

This for example
stood out to me when
I read 1 John 4:16
You could just
write the words
or you could draw
pictures around it
of what that makes
you think of. Share
it with your parents to talk about
what you are learning in your reading.
Above is an image we created that
you can practice your journaling on,
draw pictures or write words that you
think of when you read that God says,
Be Still… We would love to see your
work, so with your parents' permission,
ask them to send photos of your
journaling in to us, either in your Bible
or on the image above.

Rachel Dirks

Easter Crossword
1

2

3
4

5
7

6

8

9

10

11

12

Across

Down

1.
3.
4.
5.
9.
10.
11.

1.
2.
3.
4.
6.
7.
8.

Jesus rising from the dead is called the:
The Son of God
The _____________ sings the Alleluia
The place to which Jesus ascended
Chant or song meaning "Praise God"
Book that tells the story of Jesus
Number of days before Jesus rose from
the dead
12. Jesus was nailed to a __________

"He is ___________________________."
Building for prayer and services
The city where Jesus was crucified
The bread and wine, at church
The holiday celebrating Jesus' ascension
Easter is a ___________ of Christ
The Jewish feast celebrated during the
Last Supper
10. Faith
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I WANT TO BE A MEMBER OF BCA FOR KIDS
If you are between the ages of 8 & 12, simply fill out the slip below and return to:
BCA FOR KIDS GPO Box 5389 Sydney NSW 2001 OR
Email your info to: BCA4Kids@bushchurchaid.com.au
Every member receives a welcome letter, a welcome certificate and a cap.
Name:___________________________________________________________
Parent/Caregiver:___________________________________________________
Age:________________________ Birthday:______________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Phone Number:________________ Boy or Girl:____________________________
Email:___________________________________________________________
What church do you go to?____________________________________________

BCA MONEY BOXES
Kids give great support to BCA, and
every dollar you put in the box is a
dollar across Australia telling people
about Jesus! Thanks to you wonderful
young supporters!

Darwin
Nungalinya College
Kununurra

Cloncurry
Moranbah

Alice Springs
West Pilbara
Exmouth

Longreach

Yeppoon

Newman

Brisbane
Coober Pedy
Bluff Point

Norfolk Island

Lightning Ridge

Barwon District

Gulargambone

Mudgee

Roxby Downs
Broken Hill

Woolgoolga
Ashtonfield

Kelso

Sydney

Sunraysia Sth

Perth

Adelaide
Kangaroo Island

Echuca

Jindabyne

Central Mallee
Bendigo

Strathfieldsaye

Croajingolong

Melbourne
King Island
Southern Beaches
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Break O’Day
Brighton
Hobart

Annual General Meetings 2021
Notice of Annual General Meeting

Western Australia

Wednesday 12 May 2021 from 9.30am
The Branksome Hotel
60 Robey Street, Mascot

Saturday 20 March 2021 from 12 noon
At St Alban’s Anglican Church
Beaufort Street, Highgate

(Pending COVID gathering restrictions at this time)

The Bush Church Aid Society of Australia
will hold its Annual General Meeting for the
purpose of adopting the audited accounts
of the Society for the financial year ended
31 December 2020 and to elect councillors.

Victoria
Saturday 1 May 2021
RAFT Anglican Church
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
(Parking on site)
Time: 5.30pm for 6pm Annual Meeting
followed by dinner & speaker
Speaker: Bishop Richard Condie – Reaching
Tasmania for Christ; together with new
Victorian Field Staff
Cost: $45pp (Spit Roast Dinner)
For any information updates, please refer to
the Victorian Regional Office page on the
BCA website
RSVP to Bob in the Victorian Regional Office
bob.barclay@bushchurchaid.com.au or call
03 9457 7556

Queensland and
Northern New South Wales
Saturday 6 March 2021 from 9am
Live streamed on the BCA YouTube
channel
Speakers: BCA National Director Greg Harris
& Lightning Ridge Field Staff Kurt Langmead
Contact Craig in the QLD/NNSW Regional
Office qld@bushchurchaid.com.au or call 07
3349 9081 for more information

A light lunch will follow the AGM
Speakers: Simon & Alison Roberts,
Exmouth Field Staff
Cost $20 or $15 concession
(Pay at the door).
RSVP by Monday 1 March for catering –
Rob Healy WA Regional Officer on
0428 288 473 or email
rob.healy@bushchurchaid.com.au

New South Wales /
Australian Capital Territory
Thursday 22 April 2021 from 11am
St Philip’s Anglican Church
3 York St, Sydney
AGM with Bible study by Simon Gilham
followed by guest speaker BCA Field Staff
Simon Reeve speaking about ministry in
Woolgoolga and the Grafton Diocese.
Due to COVID restrictions lunch will not be
included this year however a snack pack will
be handed out on arrival.
It will be possible to view the meeting
via livestream for those who are not able
to attend in person however voting or
questions will not be available on livestream.
Registration essential: email Emma in the
NSW/ACT Regional Office
emma.little@bushchurchaid.com.au
or call 02 9262 5017

South Australia/Northern Territory
There will be no AGM for this region in
2021
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The Empty chair – the changing face
of the traditional church in the outback

The joys and sorrows, challenges & blessings, the appearing
and vanishing people. What is to become of the church of
God in Central West Queensland?
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of
the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken
to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

While Christ
remains, while
the gospel is
preached, while
people respond to
the call of Christ
on their lives, the
chair will again be
sat on
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Inside the church week after week, I would look at the empty
chairs and reflect on what was, what is and what is to come. I
then looked at one empty chair and asked myself: “If this chair
could speak what would it tell me?”
No doubt there have been times when that chair, near
the back of the church, was sat in regularly. These days it is
occupied during funerals, baptisms and some special events
such as weddings, but the majority of the time it remains empty,
bottomless (so to speak).
If that chair could speak it would no doubt let me know how
often it was sat on and perhaps how it would love to be sat on
today. In fact, I’m sure it would crave to be sat on. But it isn’t.
I’m sure that if it could, it would tell me about all the different
people who have sat on it and of some of the conversations
overheard. But it can’t. What I do know is that it remains empty,
week after week, and at times it even accumulates dust. A

sad situation for the chair but an even sadder situation for the
church and the family of God in the region.
But what of the church in Central West Queensland, is it
alive, is it well and is it growing? Will the chair ever be used
again on a regular basis? The simple answer to these questions
is Yes, No & Yes.
Yes, the church is alive – maybe not in the way most people
would imagine, but it is alive, and services happen weekly across
several of the Anglican churches and at least bi-monthly across
the others.
No, it isn’t growing – at least not in the way we had hoped.
However, there is change and there is hope. While Christ exists,
which is forever, then there is always hope.
Change, in particular, is hard to take and painful. It is a bit
like growing pains – the body aches. The body of Christ has
been aching as we have gone through change in the Central
West. Adapting to the COVID-19 pandemic has forced change,
but infrastructure change, financial change and ministry change
has also occurred that has caused pain, necessary pain. The
leaving of some through death, work, or for other reasons has
also been hard to take, but there have been new people arrive,
people who have been willing to become involved.
The change has seen regulars grow and adapt to this change
– but still the chair remains empty. Yes, the chair will one day be
used on a regular basis. While Christ remains, while the gospel
is preached, while people respond to the call of Christ on their
lives, the chair will again be sat on.
After almost five years in Central West Queensland, Susan’s
and my time has come to an end here and now my chair is also
empty. It is time for us to move on and to allow new younger

L-R:
Julianne Fawkner being
welcomed into the Anglican
Church by Bishop Alf
Chipman & Graeme Liersch
Parish Council on the
Thomson farewell Cruise –
December 2020
North Pine Anglican
volunteers at the Quiet Space
they built at Longreach
Graeme & Susan

continued next page...
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The Empty chair – the changing face
of the traditional church in the outback (cont)

L-R:
Local Chaplaincy Committee
farewell for Susan –
December 2020
God's promise over the
Thomson River

ministers to come and work among the people. The region is
vast, harsh and at times, mainly due to drought, people suffer
greatly. The suffering is experienced by everyone – graziers,
business owners, labourers, teachers, students, health workers
and so on.
But the summer rains have finally come, it rained on
Christmas Day for the first time in decades. With the summer
rains the Mitchell grass will grow, with the growth of grass the
land is restocked, with the growth of stock the money flows,
that helps all in the region.
As Ministers it is our job to point all these people to Christ
for help and salvation, rather than to health, government
agencies and their own means. It is our job to lead them in
thanks for the provisions that God has given them, and it is our
job to lead them through change in the way we do church that
is more relevant to people of all ages.
The chair is empty, and the Priest’s chair is empty, but it
doesn’t have to stay that way.
With continuing prayerful and financial support from BCA
and their supporters, new ministers can be welcomed into the
region to cover the many thousands of kilometres, towns and
churches. There are four parishes, 11 churches and 15 towns
spread across 200,000 sq kms of Central West Queensland that
all need the love of God that is found in Jesus Christ our Lord. Is
God calling you to serve there and fill a chair?

Graeme Liersch
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From the Archives –
It's Hot

Arthur Williams on the road

We are often asked "What's it like at
Mt Magnet?" My answer at the moment
would be "Whew, it's hot".

for the past week the thermometer has
gone to at least 108 and once to 115.
Even at night it has been quite warm –
99 at midnight one night. A notice at
Of course my answer is prejudiced by
the Post Office tells us that our average
the fact that we have just come back from
maximum temperature for December was
a most enjoyable holiday in Perth. One
100 degrees, and 17 days were over the
week was spent at a League of Youth
century. Of course, January's figures will be
Camp at Kalamunda and the
even better – every day over
next fortnight we stayed at
"What's it like
the century. It's good to be
the Perth Diocesan Conference
consistent.
at Mt Magnet?"
House at Cottesloe. Here our
At the moment the children
My answer at the
room over-looked the Indian
are trying to cool off in the
moment would be
Ocean and often as we woke
bath filled with warm water,
"Whew, it's hot".
we would see some of the huge
and my wife is doing battle
overseas liners making their way
with a host of ‘Singapore’ ants
into Fremantle. Every morning
which have invaded us since
we swam, and on many afternoons visited
the beginning of summer.
some beauty spot. Our holiday ended, we
Yes, it is a bit hot, and the ants are
travelled back the 358 miles, arriving home
a nuisance, but as we read our WA
about 10pm after quite a comfortable trip.
newspapers, we realise that there are worse
The house was a little warm when we
places. For instance, for the last three days
opened it, but, of course, it had been closed at least, Rawlinna, on the East West Railway,
for three weeks and the temperature before has topped the State's temperatures with
we left had been the highest for the whole
115, 116 and today 117, and my thoughts
of Australia, 111 degrees on Christmas Day. and prayers are for our BCA Sister there.
Now, as I write this article, the
temperature on the back verandah is 110,
while inside the house it is 106. Every day
continued next page...
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From the Archives
It does one good in the middle of
summer to remember that soon it will be
wintertime, and Mt Magnet in winter, like
any inland town, can be quite cold and we
will be happy to keep a good fire burning.
The wind, instead of being a hot easterly,
will be a cold easterly. Frost will be lying
on the ground, and hands will be cold and
numb. Of course, it will not be as bad as
some other BCA Parishes with feet of snow,
yet nevertheless winter here can be cold.
Springtime and autumn are really
ideal, with masses of flowers in the home
gardens, and if the end-of-summer rains
have come with good follow-up falls, then
the country round about can be a blaze of
colour, with acre upon acre of wildflowers.
Now to leave the weather (it makes me
hot under the collar to think of it), “What’s
it like at Mt Magnet?”, say, for shopping.
Once again it depends a lot on comparisons.
Coming from a small town with only
general stores, we find shopping quite a
deal better, although in any mining town
where some men can earn £50 or £60 per
Arthur Williams at Minnipa
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(cont...)
week, prices for everyone are inclined to
be rather high. We have the usual butcher,
baker, banks and post office, and as well
have three grocers, two of which are also
green-grocers, two cafes, a newspaper
shop, a hairdresser, a bootmaker, two
electrical shops, a clothing store and several
garages.
"What are the people like?" Generally
speaking, they are very friendly people as
are most West Australians it seems. Most
families are Australians although there
are quite a number of Italians and a few
German people. Football and golf are the
main winter sports, while night basketball
and tennis are the main summer fixtures.
There are also enthusiasts for rifle shooting,
swimming, bowls, and go-karting, hockey
and cricket. The majority of these sports are
played on Sundays, although some are also
played during the week.
For me, one night a week is taken up
running Cubs and Scouts, while another is
taken up with extra town meetings, such as
Hospital Board, P&C, and Scout Committee.

Cover of the March 1961 Issue of The Real Australian; Arthur & Pat

My wife looks after the Ladies' Guild,
teaches Sunday School, belongs to the
CWA and weighs all the babies for the Baby
Health Clinic.
"What's the Church like?" Well, as you
know, in the last four years there has been a
lot of change. An old wood and iron Church
was the only building on two desolate
blocks of land. Services were held four or
five times a year when the Bishop came.
Now we can praise God that a modern
rectory, with green lawns at the front and
back, fills one block and the new All Souls'
Church stands on the other. Lawns and
gardens are beginning to grow in front of
the Church, while trees and rose bushes
with other shrubs are adding their colour.
Services are now at least every fortnight
and on some weekdays as well. Church and
Sunday School attendance is continuing to
increase and giving has increased fourfold in
four years.

“What’s it like at Mt Magnet?” Well I’ve
been out for so many cool drinks and cups
of tea that it has taken quite a long time
for this article to be written and now it's
blowing a gale outside as we feel the edge
of a cyclone battering Carnarvon, a town
over 300 miles away, on the coast. Still, it's
only a gale here. It's blowing a hurricane on
the coast.
"What's Mt. Magnet like?" Well, it's
home for us. And there's no place quite like
home.

This article was written for the March
1961 edition of The Real Australian
by the late Revd Arthur Williams who
together with his wife Pat served
BCA across three decades. Pat passed
away in January this year (see Post
& Rails). You can find back issues of
The Real Australian on our website:
bushchurchaid.com.au/archive
AUTUMN 2021 25

Post & Rails
WELCOME
Bush Church Aid is
supporting Naomi
Ireland in her role
as the new Diocese
of Northern
Territory’s Children's
Ministry Officer.
Naomi was
previously the Families and Children's
Minister at St Matt’s Manly where she led a
team consisting of three staff members, 16
volunteer coordinators and approximately
150 volunteers.
Steven & Caitlin
Klouth have joined
the BCA family.
Steven is serving as
a Trainee Assistant
Minister in the
Parish of Kelso. This
position, a joint
initiative between BCA and the Diocese of
Bathurst aims to provide a pathway for new
college graduates to train for future ministry.
David & Lauren
Horne, together
with their children
Elka, Posy &
Lennox have
taken over leading
the faithful at
Southern Beaches
Anglican in
Tasmania. The
Hornes were
previously based
in Melbourne where David had been
undertaking a Master of Divinity at Ridley
College and working part-time at City on
a Hill.
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BCA is supporting
the ministry of
the new Anglican
Dean of Nungalinya
College, Ruth
Walton. Ruth and
her husband Lee
moved to Darwin in
September. She looks forward to using her
experience in teaching and ordained ministry
to work in remote Australia.

Mike, Sandra & David Uptin have joined
the BCA family with David taking on the
role of BCA QLD/NNSW Regional Officer
recently vacated by David & Julie RogersSmith. Before accepting this role Mike
was the Rector of Surfers Paradise Anglican
Church. He is currently undertaking a
Master of Arts (Ministry) through QLD
Theological College.
Scripture Union
NT has a new
Schools Ministry
Coordinator, David
Pohlmann and his
wife Margaret
Scott. In this BCAsupported role David
will also work alongside Religious Instruction
volunteers teaching in public schools in
the Greater Darwin Area. David has over a
decade’s experience with Scripture Union
– as a chaplain, an overseer of Religious
Instruction programs, and as a manager.

FAREWELL

VALE

Ayumi Tamsett
has taken on a fulltime teaching role
in Dubbo in 2021.
Ayumi together
with husband Peter
and children Luka,
Micah, Liam and
Hannah served in Gilgandra for eight years,
with Ayumi working in a BCA funded
chaplaincy role since 2018.

Patricia (Pat)
Williams (16 August
1927 – 16 January
2021) together with
her husband Arthur
(deceased) served
with BCA in Minnipa
(1956–1960), Mount
Magnet (1960–1963) in the NSW Office
(1963–1970) and finally at Newman (1982–
1988). Pat and Arthur were always known
for setting the gold standard for what could
be achieved as a true ministry partnership.
Pat also served as President of the BCA
Auxiliary and as the Mission contact and
Mission Secretary at the Anglican Retirement
Village (ARV) in Castle Hill. She also ran the
BCA Support Group at ARV which meets
once a month. Pat leaves behind Philip,
Peter, Ruth and Lynell, six grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren.

CONGRATULATIONS

Brendan Hurley was priested at Holy Cross
Cathedral Geraldton on Sunday 4 October
2020. At the same service Simon Roberts
was collated as an Archdeacon.
Ted Brush
(photographer)
Rebecca Jee
(designer) and
Janine van den
Tillaart (Editor)
received a Gold
This
Award in the
Fabulous
Category of Best
Century
Cover Magazine
in the 2020
Australasian
Religious Press Association Awards. The
photo was taken by Ted when he was part
of a Moore College mission trip to Newman.
The

Real

winter 2019

David Hamilton
Peters oam (15
August 1955– 16
December 2020)
was an energetic and
faithful member of
our National Council
and Executive. He
also served on the Finance, Property and
Risk Committee. David died suddenly after
complications following surgery. David is
survived by his wife Sue, his siblings and
their families.

Going the distance in the name
of Christ for the past 100 years

10 years of ministry in the NT 10

A BCA man right from the start 18

BCA RA Winter 2019.indd 1

2/5/19 5:43 pm

STOP PRESS
Seats still available on the CFT Tour
of Lightning Ridge and Regional
NSW departing 21 April. Visit
christianfellowshiptours.com/tour/
lighting-ridge/ for more information.
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BCA Catalogue
Never Too Far, Never Too Few:
100 Years of Bush Church Aid

This hard cover coffee table book, written by
Christian writer Robyn Powell looks back at
the various ministries of BCA over its first
100 years.
BCA 138

Discounted price $20
Postage and handling $8.50

BCA 018
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Banjo Bilby $15

Order form
Please complete this merchandise order form
Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia
BCA Code

Description

Qty

$

Total

Sub-Total
Packaging and delivery $8.50 per order
Total

I would like to pay by:
Cheque/Money Order

Credit card – please complete details below
Mastercard

Visa

American Express

Credit card number
Name on credit card__________________________________________________
Expires on___________________________________________________________
Signature____________________________________________________________

Please deliver to:
Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms

First name		

Last name
Address
Postcode
Email

Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)
*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask
that you include $8.50 per delivery address.

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au
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Distance Giving Program
BCA Field Staff make Christ known across the length and breadth of our country, but they
can’t do it alone. Bush Church Aid’s Distance Giving Program is your opportunity to walk
alongside them.
The Distance Giving Program gives you the opportunity to support our Field Staff on a
regular basis. You will share their journey through monthly giving & prayer, and receive
special updates on how your support is making a difference.
Yes, I would like to partner with our Field Staff through BCA’s
Distance Giving Program with a monthly donation.
Ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017
BPay Biller Code 88203
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found on
the back of this magazine above your name and address.

BILLER CODE

88203

Please process my donation on the ________ day of each month.
$20

$30

$50

$100

Other: __________

Credit card
Mastercard

Visa

American Express

Credit card number
Name on credit card_______________________________________________________
Expires on_____________________ Signature___________________________________

My details
Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms

First name		

Last name
Address
Postcode
Email

Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)
*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)
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Donation Form
Yes, I would like to help share the gospel and provide care to reach
Australia for Christ.
Ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017
BPay Biller Code 88203
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found on
the back of this magazine above your name and address.

BILLER CODE

88203



Enclosed is my gift of $_____________________________to BCA’s ministry
I would like to donate to General Ministry OR
I would like a tax deduction
(A tax-deductible gift can only be directed to a narrow range of ministry areas)

I would like to give by:
Cheque/Money Order

Credit card – please complete details below

		

Mastercard

Visa

American Express

Credit card number
Name on credit card______________________________________________________
Expires on_____________________ Signature___________________________________

My details
Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms

First name		

Last name
Address
Postcode
Email

Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)
*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

I would like to receive:
The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes
A money box for my donations
Information about how I can support BCA through my Will
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The Bush Church Aid Society
GPO Box 5389
SYDNEY NSW 2001
CM 22600437
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