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It’s all in the timing 
Did you know that Easter 
falls at the end of March 
this year? I wonder how 
many times we have 
already heard someone say, 
or even said it ourselves, 
‘Easter is early this year’.  
As we are all aware, the date of 
Easter changes from year to year 
and relatively Easter isn’t that early 
in 2024. The date of Easter changes 
because it is the first Sunday after 
the first full moon on or after 21 
March, which coincides with the 
equinox and Northern Hemisphere 
spring. Which means the earliest 
it can be is 22 March (which last 
occurred in 1818) and the latest it 
can be is 25 April. And if you are 
interested in knowing when it will 
again fall on 22 March, I am pretty 
sure none of us will be around to 
experience it, because if the Lord 
should tarry, it will be the year 2285. 

So why all this discussion on changes 
in dates or timing I hear you ask? 
Well because it is interesting how 
‘time’ is linked to the Easter story. 
Without being able to list all the 
allusions to ‘time’ in the Easter story, 
let me remind you of three. Firstly, 
there is the resurrection of Jesus on 
the third day. Secondly, the Easter 
story begins with timing issues; 
needing to have the crucifixions 
completed before the Sabbath 
began (Friday evening).  

However, the third allusion to  
‘time’ is even more profound.  
While not found in any of the 
passion narratives, Paul refers  
to it in Romans 5:6, “You see,  
at just the right time, when we  

were still powerless, Christ died  
for the ungodly”. 
Why that time some 2000 years ago? 
Why not earlier? Why not later? 
Some might try and give a precise 
reason as to why it needed to be 
that time in history. For me, the 
point that Paul is trying to make is 
where I focus. Simply, that Christ 
would come, and Christ would die, 
and Christ would rise again at that 
time because that is when God 
planned it.  
We can call the first Easter the 
right time, because it was part of 
God’s unchanging plan from before 
creation. Paul reminds us of that so 
we might have confidence in our 
salvation. When all seems lost in the 
sense that we are powerless and 
ungodly, God acts! 
It is that unchanging message of 
Easter, God’s plan of salvation, that 
we continue to proclaim across 
rural, regional, and remote parts 
of Australia. And while the date of 
Easter might change, the message 
doesn’t. The simple message is that 
at just the right time Christ died. Pray 
that in God’s good timing, many more 
fellow Australians will come to know 
the unchanging hope of Easter and 
have their eternity changed forever.  
Every blessing this Easter. 

Greg Harris  
National Director
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Tuesday nights in Lightning Ridge have become a special time 
of connecting and meeting with Christians and non-Christians 
alike. On the back of a Tuesday night prayer meeting, which 
brought the lost in the Ridge before God, the Bible Discovery 
Group, or Bible Disco for short, was formed. 

“Bible Disco is a group which centres 
around Bible storytelling,” explains 
Kurt. “We set up in the church hall 
and sit in a circle. First, a Bible story 
is told and then the group retells 
the story. After that we play Bible 
Disco, it’s run like a gameshow, 
questions are asked, and it can get a 
bit competitive! What is wonderful 
about this format is that it’s getting 
God’s word into people’s lives that 
otherwise wouldn’t have access to it.” 
“We’re using a model from Christine 
Dylan who wrote a number of books 
following her work in South East 
Asia. She used Bible storytelling as a 
method for sharing the Gospel across 
cultural and language boundaries. 
And the Ridge is a place that crosses a 
lot of boundaries.”

Most of the Bible Disco group are 
men and unbelievers who live off the 
grid in camps. One member of the 
group ‘Paul’ came to Bible Discovery 
Group because he heard about the 
free dinner. But he kept coming back 
because of the friendships he’d made 
and the opportunity to hear the Bible 
in a fresh way.
Kurt leads the group with church 
member Rata Jackson. Rata not only 
tells the story every second week, 
but she also cooks the meal for up to 
30 people. “I had never led a group 
before this and I’m still nervous every 
time I lead each fortnight,” says Rata. 
“I worry that I’m not doing a good 
job, but it’s not me who’s doing it, 
God’s doing it. The more we’ve gone 
on, the more I’ve been excited. People 

Bible ‘Disco’
in the Ridge
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FAR LEFT: Kurt 
leading Bible Disco

TOP RIGHT: Kurt and 
a Bible Disco friend

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
Final Bible Disco  
of the year

who I’ve known for years are excited 
to hear the stories, go home and read 
the Bible. Some have also ordered 
their own Bibles and they tell people 
they’re coming to church.”
Around 10–15 people attend Bible 
Discovery Group and 15–30 come for 
the dinner that follows. 
“Lightning Ridge is known as the 
place you want to go when you want 
to ‘get away’,” explains Kurt. “As 
a result, there are many who live 
socially isolated and disconnected 
lives. The aim is to use food to bring 
our community together for support, 
friendship and a doorway to a real life 
in community in Christ.” 
“The cool thing is that there are plenty 
of blokes who know they could just 
come to the dinner, but they come 
to Bible Discovery Group as well. I’ve 
served in Gunnedah, Armidale and 
now the Ridge – to get blokes to meet, 
especially ones who are not churchy 
– has been a really hard ask. We get 
10–12 blokes in the group and only 
have two to three women, and we can 
really count on them coming. There is 

also a teenage boy who was baptised 
after coming along.” 
During Bible Disco the group have 
recently looked at the heroes of  
faith like Abraham, Jacob, Noah, 
Gideon and Samson. In the lead up  
to Christmas they looked at the  
Advent story. 
“These people now know that the 
Christian faith is not just religion but a 
story that they are part of,“ says Kurt. 
“We are thinking hard about the next 
step to see them come into a personal 
relationship with the Lord Jesus. We 
want to see them genuinely converted, 
discipled and built up in the faith. God 
answered our prayer of how to reach 
out to the lost, so now we are at the 
point where we need to go back and 
pray for God’s wisdom and leading for 
the right way forward.”
Kurt, Bec, Rata and the Lightning 
Ridge Community Church 
congregation would value your  
prayers as they look to see Bible  
Disco members take that next step. 
Janine van den Tillaart 
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Christian Surfers
Over the Easter weekend in 2023, Christian Surfers Australia 
hosted their annual national gathering on the Southern 
Beaches of Tasmania. As the local church minister, Dave Horne 
was asked to help, and gave the Easter Sunday talk before the 
surfers did their traditional ‘paddle out’ at dawn to form a cross 
as the sun rose. From here a new partnership has been forged 
between the church and Christian Surfers. Dave tells us more…  

As we stood there in the wind and 
rain before dawn on Easter Sunday, 
and I delivered my brief gospel talk, 
I was surprised that amongst the 
crowd were about 15 of our church 
members who came to watch and 
be part of it. I think Christian Surfers 
were surprised and encouraged by 
this too, given the horrid weather. 
That interaction endeared us to one 
another, and we started looking for 
opportunities to form a partnership.
Christian Surfers began in Australia 
in the 1970s, when surfers didn’t 
feel welcome in churches, but as 
Christians they didn’t feel welcome 

in the surfing community either. So 
Christian Surfers became a home for 
people who felt caught between 
these two, seemingly mutually 
exclusive, communities.
Christian Surfers missions across the 
country are setup to engage with 
local surf communities, so each one 
looks different. However, they often 
include being a godly presence on 
and around the beaches, cleaning 
up the areas, generously blessing 
the communities, and creatively 
displaying a gospel heart.
Christian Surfers Hobart has a solid 
crew that runs multiple programs, 

A new partnership with
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TOP RIGHT: Launch of 
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led by about 10 leaders. The new 
mission here on the Southern 
Beaches currently has just four 
leaders, but we are hoping to meet 
up and consider how we can grow 
our team and reach the community. 
There are many other people spread 
across Tassie who are supportive 
of Christian Surfers but aren’t yet 
members of a local mission.
We officially launched the 
partnership between Christian 
Surfers and our church on 9 October 
2023. We were joined by about 15 
people from the Hobart mission who 
came across to our Sunday service 
and celebrated this new partnership. 
It was a great day of mutual 
encouragement!
As I mentioned, Christian Surfers has 
been around since the 70s, but our 
church has only been here six years! 
I’ve already talked to people who 
are interested in supporting the new 
mission on the Southern Beaches but 
had no idea our church existed.  

We will benefit from the bigger 
reach and reputation that Christian 
Surfers has built up and maintained 
over five decades. In return, our 
church will host an annual ‘Surf 
Mission Sunday’, we’ll pray regularly 
for them, and some of our people 
will help in various ways with the 
new mission in Dodges Ferry.
Church plants often have lots 
of ideas and enthusiasm, but 
not a lot of resources, and we 
are no exception. That’s why I 
think partnerships like this are so 
important because it’s a way of 
sharing resources to help both 
parties reach a common goal. 
Christian Surfers love Jesus, and they 
love the Southern Beaches, just like 
our church does. So, it’s exciting to 
see how we can both support each 
other in our common endeavour to 
make disciples of Jesus, even though 
we’ll be using different methods and 
means to do that.
Dave Horne
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Our God is big!
When George & Carmel Ferguson moved to Walgett to minister 
in the Barwon Special District Anglican Parish, they did so 
praying that young families would move to the area and be 
part of the community and the church. Four years on this 
remains their big prayer, but they are confident knowing that 
our God is big! 

As the only full-time minister in 
a town of around 2300 people, 
George finds that no day is the 
same. However on Mondays he has 
a routine that not only allows him 
to spend time with God but also to 
encourage others and be encouraged.
“On Mondays, Carmel and I start the 
day off with prayer for the week, 
asking God to give clarity to things we 
need to focus on and prioritise,” says 
George. “About morning teatime, 
I go down to the local cafe and 
have a coffee with a member of our 
congregation. While we chat, people 
from the community pop in and join 
us. Also, every Monday I catch up with 
Kurt Langmead (Lightning Ridge Field 
Staff). Over the month we do two 
zoom calls, and one Monday I drive 
to the Ridge and one Monday Kurt 

drives to Walgett. We bounce off each 
other how our weekends went. It is 
such a great encouragement.” 
Sundays for the Fergusons sees them 
run services in both Walgett and 
Collarenebri (Colly). George leads the 
Walgett service on Sunday mornings 
and then after lunch they travel  
to Colly for a 3.30pm service.  
Over four years they have been 
greatly encouraged by the growth 
in their congregation members’ 
Christian lives. 
“A lady in her mid-seventies calls her 
family in New Zealand every Sunday 
and tells them about the sermon, 
and one of her niece’s became a 
Christian after her encouragement,” 
says George.  “This was both an 
encouragement for her and for us! 
We have also seen the message finally 
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FAR LEFT: Colly  
Kids Club

TOP RIGHT: Kids Club 
gathering including 
Bishop Rod Chiswell 
and Jum & Pip Naden

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
George’s induction as 
a Police Chaplain

hit home in our congregations. People 
used to be uncertain about the hope 
we have in Jesus, but now they get 
it, you can see them smiling with that 
hope. Praise God!”
Even though their church 
congregations are of an older 
demographic, George & Carmel run 
Kids’ Clubs for primary school aged 
children once a month – both in 
Walgett and Colly. Each Kids’ Cub 
has the same format. It begins with 
a sausage sizzle, followed by some 
games, then inside for songs, a Bible 
story and craft. For 2.5 years they have 
had good attendance with around 20 
to 30 kids. 
George, who was born and raised in 
Collarenebri, finds that his profile as a 
local, a minister, and a former mental 
health worker, sees him involved in 
many community events. 
“In the community I get to give  
talks and pray at certain events,”  
says George. “During NAIDOC 
celebrations we go down as Elders and 
judge competitions. It gives us a 

profile, I’m not only the bloke that 
takes funerals.”

Community involvement is definitely  
a huge benefit of living in a rural  
town, as George is asked to be part 
of Sorry Day, RUOK Day and the Lions 
Club Christmas Carols. George is  
also the local Police Chaplain.  
“The idea of my police chaplaincy is 
not only to be there for the police 
when something traumatic happens 
but also to encourage them to come to 
church,” explains George. “When they 
go through traumatic times, my role 
is to be there and walk beside them 
in their grief. So they know who I am, 
I visit once a week and speak to staff 
who welcome me and call me Padre. 
It’s one of the only times in  
this hot climate that I visit wearing  
my collar.” 

As George & Carmel continue their 
ministry in Walgett and Colly could 
you please pray with them that BIG 
prayer; that families would move to 
the area and be part of the church, but 
do so knowing that our God is big!
Janine van den Tillaart 
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To misquote Dinah Washington, what a difference a 
year makes. The primary reason this role at the Bathurst 
cathedral exists is to provide an opportunity to train 
new clergy before they lead a parish on their own. After 
a year, I certainly feel better prepared to lead a parish.
It has been a joy getting to know 
the parishioners of the Cathedral 
parish. Their love for Jesus shows 
in their concern for the lost, their 
warm welcomes, and their love 
for others. They have been a great 
encouragement to Charly and I, 
backing three new ministries we 
established: Christianity Explored, 
Next Steps for New Christians and 
Playtime at the Cathedral.
Christianity Explored has been so 
exciting. The highlight has been 
seeing how God used the course to 
bring three people to faith. What a 
joy to see new believers! We ran the 
course in our mid-week Bible Studies 
so our parishioners would know 

what the course was about and feel 
confident in inviting friends and 
family. Between the joy of seeing 
new conversions and the confidence 
in the course, several parishioners 
have started running the course 
in their own homes. It has been so 
encouraging to see parishioners’ 
confidence to evangelise grow. 
The whole process was a helpful 
experience in how to bring about 
change in a parish.
One very welcome consequence of 
conversions has been the need to 
run a discipleship course covering 
the basics of the faith. One of the 
parishioners and I wrote a course 
called Next Steps for New Christians. 

with BCA
Our first year
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The Boardmans

TOP RIGHT:  
Cathedral Parish  
and Diocesan staff

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
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It was a great reminder for me of 
the breadth of skills God gives to 
the body of Christ. The parishioner 
brought insights to the course that I 
hadn’t considered, and so the course 
turned out far better than I could 
have achieved on my own.
Playtime at the Cathedral has  
been a real joy. It has been great  
to meet this need in the community 
and to see families engage with 
the Bible stories. We finished the 
year with our largest group ever, of 
15 kids from 12 families. Our next 
challenge is to figure out how to 
connect Playtime in with the larger 
church community.
I’m very grateful to Bishop Mark, 
Dean James and Senior Associate 
Minister Phil for their wisdom and 
guidance over the year. One of the 
things that concerned me about 
jumping into a parish straight out 
of college was not knowing how to 
run baptism, wedding, and funeral 
services and how to conduct a parish 

council. Being able to  
witness how these wise Christians 
plan services and run a parish  
council has been invaluable. Seeing 
one lady come to faith through a 
hospital visit was really the icing  
on the cake.
A final highlight to share of 2023 
was participating in our Anglicare 
morning tea ministry. Not only has it 
been a privilege to show the love of 
Christ in action, it has been a great 
opportunity to sharpen my pastoral 
skills and learn about the different 
services they provide to those in 
need. It has been wonderful to walk 
with one client who was so moved 
by what we did that he bought a 
Bible and started attending church. 
Praise God!
I’m looking forward to 2024 and 
what learning experiences God 
provides, before God willing, we 
step out in faith and run a parish.
James Boardman

Our first year
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The end of an era
As he took down the sign outside BCA House in Broken 
Hill in mid-January 2024, Indigenous Ministry Officer 
Neville Naden rightly said it was the end of an era. 

The planning for a facility to serve 
the people of Broken Hill and beyond 
was first flagged in the December 
1949 issue of The Real Australian 
which reported that, “The Council of 
BCA has made a big venture of faith 
in purchasing a large building with 
extensive grounds in an ideal part 
of that city at a cost of some £5,000. 
Although the money is not in hand it 
was felt that this was an opportunity 
which should not be missed because 
for many years now it has been quite 
clear that a hostel is most necessary 
for boys of the Far West who desire to 
study the special courses of training 
available in Broken Hill schools.”

BCA House was officially opened 
on 6 March 1950 by the Archbishop 
of Sydney, the Bishop of Riverina, 
the Rector of Broken Hill and BCA 
missioners. The Hostel, a converted 
old home set on a large block, was 
originally built as a Stock and Station 
Agency and was able to provide 
accommodation for up to 30 children. 
Hostel staff were responsible for 
getting the children up for school, 
cooking, cleaning, washing and 
ironing, taking children to medical 
appointments, attending school nights 
and sports, supervising homework and 
any household jobs that needed doing. 
Arthur & Beryl McLaughlin were the 
first Hostel Parents from 1950 – 1955 

BCA House

Washing day at the Hostel
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FAR LEFT: A home 
away from home

TOP RIGHT: Neville 
Naden takes down 
the sign

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
Bert Kennett driving 
the Hostel van

alongside Deaconess Peggy Spry, when 
BCA House specifically catered for 
boys. Beryl McLaughlin recalled her 
move to the Central West before her 
passing in 2015, “In January 1950 we 
set off to Broken Hill with our children 
Arthur 6, Stella 3 and baby Colin 4 
months old. Over the next six years we 
increased our numbers from 10 to 30 
boys and adopted a baby girl, bringing 
our own family to four.”
When Laurie & Pauline Calder (parents 
of Bishop of Bathurst, Mark Calder) 
took over in 1956 they recalled, “We 
arrived at the Hostel for the first 
school term in 1956 and a week later 
our family arrived – all 33 of them! 
Just imagine – an instant family! (and 
we had two boys of our own). We 
would have them in our ‘home’ and 
in our care 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week until the end of term, then a 
break before the next term. However, 
during the break there would be many 

matters to attend to – spring cleaning, 
maintenance etc. Officially we were 
Matron and Administrator, however 
we preferred “mum and dad” as we 
rather hoped the hostel under our care 
would be a home away from home.” 
Many wonderful couples and 
individuals served at BCA House in the 
decades that followed.
BCA House was operated as a hostel 
for both boys and girls until late 
2001 when the hostel was no longer 
financially viable.
Since 2002, BCA House had been used 
as a home for our Field Staff and as a 
base for visiting mission teams, Dusty 
Boots trips and other related school 
groups. Sadly, this ageing property has 
high maintenance costs so needs to be 
better utilised.  For many it is a sad day 
to bid farewell, but we do so in the 
best interests of BCA.
Janine van den Tillaart 

The hostel originally housed 
young boys Margaret & Neville Coombs
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday 15 May 2024 from 9.30am
The Branksome Hotel 
60 Robey Street Mascot NSW
The Bush Church Aid Society of Australia will hold  
its Annual General Meeting for the purpose of 
adopting the audited accounts for the Society for  
the financial year ended 31 December 2023 and to 
elect councillors.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA/NORTHERN TERRITORY
Wednesday 1 May 2024 from 5.30 pm
Trinity Church Adelaide 
88 North Terrace Adelaide 
Includes BCA Connect. Guest speakers will be 
announced at a later date.  
For more information or to register visit: 
bushchurchaid.com.au/events

QUEENSLAND/NNSW
Saturday 6 April 2024 from 9 am 
St Philip’s Anglican Church 
270 Rochedale Road, Rochedale
Includes BCA Connect. Guest Speakers:  
Bishop Rod Chiswell (Diocese of Armidale) and  
James Boardman (Field Staff Bathurst). 
For more information or to register visit: 
bushchurchaid.com.au/events 

VICTORIA
Saturday 20 April 2024, 5:30 for 6pm  
(AGM and Dinner) 
Glen Waverley Anglican Church 
800 Waverley Road, Glen Waverley
Guest Speakers: Bishop Peter Grice (Diocese of  
Central Queensland) and Rob & Michelle Edwards 
(Field Staff, Strathfieldsaye). 
For more information or to register visit: 
bushchurchaid.com.au/events 

NEW SOUTH WALES/ACT  
Thursday 2 May 2024 from 11am
St Philip’s Anglican Church 
3 York Street, Sydney
Guest speaker to be announced at a later date. 
For more information or to register visit: 
bushchurchaid.com.au/events

Annual General Meetings 2024

The Boardmans

Bishop Rod Chiswell

Bishop Peter Grice

The Edwards

St Philip’s Anglican 
Church
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QUESTION ONE 
As Christmas finishes you notice 
there are already hot cross buns and 
Easter eggs available on the shelves, 
is your response:  
A:	Hallelujah! I have been waiting  

all year for this! 
B:	 Alert the church elders, this 

cannot be!  
C:	 I understand the need for them to 

come out at some time, but I shall 
not purchase a single thing until 
the appropriate time.  

QUESTION TWO  
How do you feel about ye ole’ Easter 
egg hunt?  
A:	Are you kidding! I LOVE Easter 

egg hunts! In fact, you can find 
me practicing all year, I take any 
and every opportunity to prepare 
for the big day.  

B: Easter egg hunts! Diabolical, 
I much prefer Easter eggs 
presented in a basket.  

C: Well, I don’t mind them as long 
as it is fair. For example, have 
you seen the laminated cards 
that label how many and what 
category of Easter egg you can 
collect? Very civilised.  

QUESTION THREE  
When it comes to an Easter egg gift 
do you prefer:  
A:	A heap of variety, big eggs, 

small eggs, different varieties of 
chocolate, different shapes. The 
more colour and the larger the 
pile the better. 

B:	 A simple and dignified egg not 
too big not too small, appropriate 
for the occasion. 

C:	 I have an Easter egg I really like, 
one I am particularly fond of and 
sentimental about. If I just get 
that egg I will be blissfully happy.  

QUESTION FOUR 
Easter is over and you have so many 
Easter eggs and hot cross buns left, 
would you turn them into recipes?  
A:	Great! The more the merrier hot 

cross bun puddings, Easter egg 
hot chocolates, I’m in. Let’s make 
the most of this season.  

B:	 I would hope there wouldn’t be 
anything left as I have had an 
ample amount. 

C:	 Well, as long as it is traditional, 
one we have every year and it 
tastes good, I’m fine with it, who 
doesn’t love an extra special treat.  

QUESTION FIVE  
This question is paramount to the 
investigation. Are you the type of 
Easter egg consumer who: 
A:	Eats them all quickly, let’s say in 

the first day or two. 
B:	 Given I am only hoping for one or 

two, I may eat them slowly over a 
number of days.  

C:	 I take my time. I put them in the 
fridge and mark them as not to 
be eaten by others, however I 
know my siblings will slowly get 
to them. 

Want to know your Easter egg personality? Always been curious where you 
would come out in a specifically designed quiz to reveal your approach to 
the humble egg? Well, we have the quiz for you!  
(Of course, this is all in good fun and not a true representation of your 
personality, we know there is far much more to you than Easter eggs, 
however we love a bit of fun here.)  

WHAT 
IS 
YOUR

?



Matilda L
Genevieve M
Nathan R
Isobel L
Hamish C
Harriet P
Phoebe K
Willem K
Abel K
Riley D
Evelyn W
Micah H
Joshua H
Judah T

Henry G
Zayden P
Charlotte D
Gem T
Lara T
Jane S
Archie N
Dustin F
Caleb R
Jake T
Gus T
Elka  H
Posy H
Lenny H
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THE GREAT EGGSONALITY REVEAL  
If you answered mostly A, you are 
our Enthusiastic Easter Lover. You 
love all things Easter and want to 
celebrate for as long as you can. 
If you answered mostly B, you 
are our Minimalist Easter Lover, 
you love Easter, but like any good 
Scandinavian design, you love the 
celebrations with class and style.  
If you answered mostly C, you are 
our Sentimental Traditionalist 
Easter Lover. You love Easter 
because it is wonderful and you 
love all the tradition behind it.  
We all love Easter because of what 
it represents, the wonderful news 
of Jesus’ salvation once and for all 
time. John 3:16 reminds us that 
“For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life.” That is 
what we remember and celebrate 
at Easter. The eternal love of the 
Father who loved His Son and loved 
us so much that He gave His son 
as a gift, so that through Jesus we 
might have forever life with Him. 
So whether you are an Enthusiastic 
Egg Lover, a Minimalist Egg Lover, 
or a Tradtionalist Egg Lover, we 
all have something to celebrate 
– the Good News of Jesus and His 
resurrection life.  
Happy Easter my friends.  
Rachel Dirks
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Nungalinya College

West Pilbara

Exmouth Newman

Kununurra 

Darwin

Perth
Adelaide

Melbourne

Sydney

Brisbane

Hobart

Alice Springs

Coober Pedy

Roxby Downs

Murray Bridge
Strath�eldsaye Croajingolong

Kyabram

Jindabyne

West Wyalong

Mallee

Broken Hill
Cobar

Cowra

Dubbo

Lightning Ridge
Barwon District

Norfolk Island

Rockhampton

Moranbah

Longreach

Emerald/
Blackwater

South Tamworth

Cloncurry

Dongara

Fremantle

Kangaroo Island

King Island

Southern Beaches

Bathurst

Name _________________________________________________________

Parent/Caregiver _ ______________________________________________

Age ____________________________	 Birthday______________________

Address ________________________________________________________

Phone Number __________________	 Boy or Girl____________________

What church do you go to? ______________________________________

I WANT TO BE A MEMBER OF 

If you are in pre-school or primary school and would like to join  
BCA 4 Kids, ask your parents to fill out the slip below and return to: 
BCA 4 KIDS  
GPO Box 5389  
Sydney NSW 2001 
OR 
Email your info to:  
BCA4Kids@bushchurchaid.com.au 
Every member receives a welcome letter,  
a welcome certificate, a drink bottle and  
a copy of our BCA 4 Kids magazine!

BCA MONEY BOXES 
Kids give great support 
to BCA, and every dollar 
you put in the box is a 
dollar which goes to help 
tell people about Jesus! 
Thanks to our wonderful 
young supporters!
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NEWCASTLE, NSW: 
In early January 2024 former 
Coober Pedy Field Staff Kerry 
& Julie Medway caught up 
with new Coober Pedy Field 
Staff Dave & Margie Wood. 

BENDIGO, VIC: 
A snapshot of the 
BCA Victoria Spring 
Luncheon at Holy 
Trinity, Flora Hill, on 
Wednesday 11 October 
2023 with Simon & 
Alison Roberts, Adrian 
Lane, Dale & Rachel 
Barclay and Barry 
& Jenny Rainsford 
(former missioners  
in Coober Pedy and 
Cann River). 

SYDNEY, NSW: 
Neville Naden 
conducted cultural 
awareness training 
in late October 
2023 with a group 
from Sae Soon 
Presbyterian Church 
to prepare them for 
a short-term mission 
trip to remote WA. 

Around the country

ADELADIE, SA:  
BCA Connect Summer 
Edition (SA) was held on 
Friday 19 January 2024 on 
the lawns of the Bible  
College of South Australia 
with over 100 people  
in attendance.

NORFOLK ISLAND: 
Thanksgiving on 
Norfolk Island (29 
November 2023) 
saw Laurie Carleton 
preach to a packed 
St Barnabas’ Chapel. 
The community 
gathered to give 
thanks to God 
for His bountiful 
blessing as He 
sustains life on 
Norfolk Island.  



20 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

the Collings’ 
After over six years of service, Luke & Julia Collings, together 
with their children Bede, Tabitha and Silas, bid farewell to the 
town of Moranbah in mid-December 2023. While they were 
excited about their new ministry in Yass, they had mixed 
feelings about leaving the mining town, as well as BCA.  

“It does feel like a natural end point 
of our time in Moranbah,” said 
Luke & Julia. “But there are things 
we have on our minds, and we will 
always have what is happening in 
Moranbah on our hearts. While we 
were packing, our minds moved 
forward to planning for 2024 but 
we trust that God will work through 
those who are left behind.” 
One thing that the Collings’ 
family will miss most is the 
people, particularly those in the 
congregation who were with them 
the longest. As Moranbah is a 
transient town, it’s often difficult to 
make long-term friendships. 
“In the last year we found the 
congregation pulling together in a 
new way,” explain Luke & Julia. “We 
had a family move over from New 
Zealand who have been a blessing to 

us and the church. Another member 
was with us for two years. He’d  
show up to everything and put his 
hand to anything.” 
There were many highlights for 
the Collings’ over their time in 
Moranbah, but the main ones  
all involved reaching out to  
the community. 
“The great thing about Moranbah 
is that it always feels fresh, there’s 
always something happening,” said 
Luke & Julia. “We’ll miss the ability 
to meet people easily and be the 
ones who can welcome new people 
into the community.”
One of the things that worked 
well was the Combined Churches 
Good Friday Service which was held 
outside the community centre every 
Easter. Not only did it provide an 

A new chapter for



FAR LEFT: 40th 
Birthday Celebrations 
for St Francis’

TOP RIGHT: Fun  
at Pioneers

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
Luke leads  
Messy Church
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opportunity to preach Jesus clearly, it 
was also a united Christian witness. 
Pioneers, the youth group for 
8–14-year-olds saw its strongest year 
in 2023. “Our numbers were strong, 
the little kids got to hang with the 
big kids, and they all had questions 
to ask,” said Luke & Julia. “We had 
some kids who were with us for 
years, and the kids coming apart 
from ours were non-church kids. 
That was the best bit really because 
you know Pioneers was the only 
Christian input they got.”
While organising craft and activities 
for a church service can be quite a 
task, the Collings’ ran Messy Church 
up to ten times a year. This proved 
popular, with three generations 
of families turning up. “Our Messy 
Church members had their own 
congregation which worked out 
well; it was a great chance to 
connect with those who wouldn’t 
normally come to church.” 
Each Friday, the Collings’ family 
would head to the Workers Club 
in Moranbah for dinner, and they 

would have half church, half  
non-church families join them.  
“We’ll really miss these dinners,  
it was a great chance to chat to 
people and deepen relationships,” 
said Luke & Julia.  
“As we conclude our time with 
BCA, we do so knowing we will 
miss everything about the Society, 
from the messages from supporters 
saying they were praying for us on 
our prayer day, to the great friends 
we’ve made among the other 
Field Staff. We will always consider 
ourselves part of the BCA family and 
will be BCA champions wherever 
we go. In Yass we plan to pick Field 
Staff to support, and we would 
definitely do this again if the time 
and circumstances were right.”
Please pray for the Collings’ as they 
settle into their ministry in Yass, and 
for Moranbah as the congregation 
will continue on with occasional 
services run by visiting clergy until  
a full-time minister is found. 
Janine van den Tillaart



22 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

In late November 2023, 58 BCA Nomads gathered in 
Mallacoota to share their experiences of visiting Field 
Staff around the country.
Many of our members stayed at the 
Foreshore Caravan Park and those 
without caravans or motorhomes 
were in cabins or motels. Although 
this arrangement was sometimes 
challenging, it didn’t take away from 
the camaraderie of all who attended.
The location of the campground to 
the facilities made available to us –  
St Peter’s Church and the Mallacoota 
clubhouse – made the gathering  
a success.
Jude & Andy Benton made us feel 
welcome as did the local congregation 

who on the Saturday night put on a 
meal at the Mallacoota clubhouse, 
feeding close to 70 people. For a small 
church this was amazing.
Our special guests were Chris & Naomi 
Duff, ex-BCA Field Staff, who are 
currently ministering in Merimbula. 
Chris spoke to us on the topic of 
‘Stepping out in faith’. Much of what 
Chris had to say was from personal 
experience but it resonated with our 
own faith journeys.
Each morning we would gather at St 
Peter’s for a devotion led by Jude on 

the theme ‘The Sermon 
on the Mount’. Jude’s 
devotions together with 
singing led by John 
Kalkman made for a great 
start to each  
day’s activities.

experience
The Mallacoota

On the river
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FAR LEFT: Some 
of the Nomads 
who attended the 
gathering

TOP RIGHT:  
Nomads at work

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
Paul Sampson, Chris 
& Naomi Duff and 
Jude Benton

We also set aside time to smell the 
roses around Mallacoota. We had 
a cruise around the lakes, watched 
the sea eagles feed, and had good 
conversations while on board. Some 
of us also went and visited the war 
bunker museum near the airport  
and did some bush walks in the 
Mallacoota area. 
During the gathering we had  
Nomads painting, putting up security 
lights and working in the Op-shop. 
Others worked around the church 
property doing gardening and  
general tidying up. 
We had a surprise visit from NSW/ACT 
Regional Officer Paul Sampson on 

Chris Duff speaks to us

the Thursday night and Greg & Karen 
Harris stayed from Friday through to 
Sunday. Greg & Karen ran the Sunday 
services providing the message ‘Christ 
the King’ and the music for both 
morning and evening. The church was 
packed, and the energy was electric, 
I’m sure that this will remain in our 
memories for some time to come.
During one of our last dinners a storm 
hit Mallacoota and we received 39mm 
of rain. This was a precursor of what 
was to come. By Tuesday most of the 
Nomads had pulled up camp but not 
all of us were able to leave Mallacoota 
due to a road slip near Gypsy Point. But 
eventually everyone got home safely.
Our next gathering will be held in 2025. 
We are looking to hold it in March,  
somewhere in the Bathurst Diocese,  
if we can find a suitable venue.
A big thank you to Jude and her team 
for a memorable gathering of God’s 
people. God is good to those who 
have faith in His son Jesus Christ. 
Greg & Jocelyn Lay
Nomads Coordinators
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As the opal capital of the world, the town of Coober Pedy is 
a fascinating place to visit, yet with summer temperatures 
regularly soaring into the mid-forties it can be a tough place 
to live. So, what attracts people to move to the middle of 
nowhere if they aren’t gem seekers? God of course! For over 
50 years BCA has supported Field Staff to live and do God’s 
work in this unique underground town.
It was in 1978 in Coober Pedy that 
Christian Fellowship Tours Founding 
Director John Cronshaw first crossed 
paths with Kerry & Julie Medway who 
were then serving with BCA. John 
was leading the first ever BCA tour to 
Central Australia and the group were 
able to worship at what was then the 
new Catacomb Church. Today, things 
have come full circle with Kerry & Julie 
now CFT Tour Leaders; they especially 
love leading holidays with a BCA 
connection and see their new role as 
another form of ministry.
The importance of BCA’s work 
in Coober Pedy, and Kerry’s own 
contribution on BCA’s behalf, is 
celebrated in the town’s street names 
where both BCA Road and Medway 

Drive can be found. 
Kerry & Julie would love to show you 
around Coober Pedy on the 2024 BCA/
CFT Salt & Light tour. It will travel 
from Sydney to Darwin (via Roxby 
Downs and Coober Pedy, Uluru and 
Alice Springs), visiting BCA Field Staff 
along the way. 
With two nights in Coober Pedy, the 
tour group will enjoy local touring, 
but will also spend time in fellowship 
with new BCA Field Staff Dave & 
Margie Wood and visit the incredible 
underground Catacomb Church. 
The Catacomb Church was built (or 
really dug out) from an old opal cave 
and Kerry Medway was there when 
it was officially opened in June 1977 

A fascinating
place to visit
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by the visiting Archbishop Sir Marcus 
Loane. At the time, the Archbishop 
was the Primate of the Anglican 
Church in Australia and also President 
of the BCA Board. He was keen to visit 
the area and see where his sister had 
done a stint of BCA nursing (Minnipa, 
South Australia).
Cut out of the sandstone in the shape 
of a cross, the Catacomb Church is 
reminiscent of the Roman catacombs, 
where early Christians sought refuge 
from persecution. It is decorated with 
the ‘Jesus fish’, the symbol used at 
the time to secretly communicate 
faith to other Christians. Bringing a 
real sense of place is the old mining 
windlass with opal bucket that serves 
as the communion table, set in front 

of a cross of local mulga wood. Kerry 
describes the old mining equipment 
used in the décor as “an eloquent 
reminder of man’s search for opal and 
God’s search for man”. 
The Salt & Light Tour will be an 
inspiring 22-day holiday which also has 
the option to depart in Alice Springs 
for those wanting a shorter 16-day 
trip. Whichever you choose you will 
be travelling with like-minded people 
on a holiday that offers so much more 
than just a sightseeing tour. 
For further information please  
contact Christian Fellowship 
Tours on 1300 635 358 or visit 
christianfellowshiptours.com
Jason Cronshaw

FAR LEFT: CFT Coach 
visit to the Catacomb 
Church 2022

TOP RIGHT: 
Archbishop Loane at 
the Catacomb Church

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
The Medway family

Kerry Medway shares the Good News
Official opening of the  
Catacomb Church
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One of the first impressions that came home to me as I 
commenced my ministry here at Mount Isa concerned people. 
Mount Isa itself has a real cross section of people from all walks 
of life. The indifference and selfishness that one finds in the 
large capital cities is present, and to a real marked degree the ‘all 
important dollar’ is the top in people’s lives. At the same time 
there is also great hope, for the friendliness and openness of 
others acts as a real balance. Those on station properties and in 
smaller settlements show this hope and friendliness to a greater 
degree and you are always made to feel welcome and appreciated. 
This point was brought home to me this Christmas just past. 

Townview – Gunpowder
From the Archives

I set out for a quick ‘flying’ visit 
along the NT edge of the parish; 
taking in Camooweal, a station 
named ‘Headingly’ and then across 
to Boulia. It was on the Sunday 
before Christmas Day, and I was 
indebted to one of the local Roman 
Catholic Priests who has his pilot’s 

licence. We both had wonderful 
services. At Camooweal instead of 
the normal congregation of two, 
there were five adults; at ‘Headingly’ 
they came from all around. (These 
folk also sent us both off with a 
load of fresh beef . . . most welcome 
by Lareine for the deep freeze.) At 
Boulia 20 people turned up. In every 
instance the fact that the church 
had made the effort to minister was 
obviously and openly appreciated 
. . . God be praised. In a very real 
sense BCA was ministering in an 
ecumenical atmosphere.
Another impression that has come 
to me is the beauty of the country 
... its roughness and grandeur. The 
greatness and beauty of God’s 
creation is truly something to behold Albert, Helen & Mark Sage



TOP LEFT: Roof going 
on new worship 
centre in Townview

BOTTOM LEFT:  
School Scripture  
in Gunpowder
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in awe and wonder, yet going 
together with it is our responsibility 
not to misuse or abuse this very 
greatness. The country on the way to 
Gunpowder brings this home. 
Gunpowder is a mining settlement 
of about 500 people some 80 miles 
north of Mount Isa. Because of the 
weather I got out to the settlement 
just after the New Year for their 
Christmas service. The folk were 
pleased that I had come to them, 
and on looking back I can see that 
God gives us our commonsense 
to use as His Holy Spirit directs us 
through our prayers. I can say this 
because two families to whom I 
was able to minister because I was 

available, as a direct result have 
been helped by the Power of God’s 
Holy Spirit.
The parishioners in the Townview 
part of the parish are a real source 
of prayer and effort. They support 
the work in every way possible. They 
are helping to build the new Church 
Worship Centre. I personally have 
found the working bees a great 
way of coming to know the men 
of the parish. Also, I now know the 
technique of assembling a steel roof.
Finally, Lareine, the children and 
I have experienced wonderful 
acceptance and friendship.
Albert Sage
BCA Missioner 1973 – 1977

Speaking to a family in Gunpowder

This excerpt 
comes from 
the March 1974 
issue of The 
Real Australian. 
To access the 
full version or 
any other story 
from the last 
104 years visit 
bushchurchaid.
com.au/archive

Townview – Gunpowder
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Nick Puttman  
(5 September 1957 –  
24 December 2023) 
served with his wife 
May as hostel parents at 
Broken Hill Hostel from 
1988 – 1990. When Nick 
and May were married 
in 1988 their wedding 
was officiated by then 
BCA Federal Secretary 
Ernie Carnaby and NSW 
General Secretary Brian 
Roberts. Nick is survived 
by May and children 
Robert and Faith. 

Peter Achurch  
(9 August 1937 –  
4 December 2023) 
served with his wife 
Margaret as missioners 
at Leigh Creek and the 
Northern Mission from 
1989 –1994. Peter is 
survived by Margaret, 
children and in-laws 
Mark, Robert and Iris, 
Duncan, Clare and 
Christine as well as eight 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. 

The Hemmings family 
who served with 
BCA in the Bendigo 
Diocese as the 
Ministry Development 
Officer with a focus 
on Sunday School 
in a Box, concluded 
their time with BCA 
in mid-2023. George 
continues his role in 
the Diocese.

Tabitha Grace Nicol was 
born to proud parents 
Frank & Jo, and siblings 
Lydia, Eli and Silas on 
Sunday 17 December 
2023. She weighed in  
at 3.2 kilograms. 

Josiah 
Elsley has 
joined the 
NSW/ACT 
team as 
a student 

minister. Josiah will 
visit churches on 
deputation.

Ted 
Brush has 
returned 
to work 
in the 
BCA 

National Office in a 
part-time capacity. 

Congratulations to 
Trent McGrath who 
was priested in the 
Diocese of Canberra 
and Goulburn 
on Saturday 25 
November 2023.

The Collings family 
who served with BCA 
in Moranbah in the 
Central Queensland 
Diocese for the past 
six years have taken 
up a new role in the 
Diocese of Canberra 
and Goulburn. Luke 
is now the Minister in 
Charge of Yass.

FAREWELL

WELCOME

CONGRATULATIONS

VALE
Post & Rails
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Order Form
Please complete this merchandise order form 
Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia 

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First Name _____________________________________

Last Name __________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ 	Postcode______________________________

Email_ _______________________________ 	Telephone ____________________________

Supporter number* (if available) _____________________________________________
*Supporter number can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but 
ask that you include $10 per delivery address. 
Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

I would like to give by: 
 

  CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER (Please make payable to Bush Church Aid)
 

  CREDIT CARD         VISA        MasterCard       American Express

Credit Card Number                                        

Name on Credit Card_________________________________________________________

Expires on____________________________ 	Signature_____________________________

BCA CODE DESCRIPTION QTY EACH TOTAL

BCA 138 Never too Far, Never Too Few:  
100 Years of Bush Church Aid

$20

Sub-Total

Packaging and delivery $10 per order

TOTAL

This hard cover coffee 
table book, written by 
Robyn Powell, looks back 
at the various ministries 
of BCA over its first 100 
years.
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Distance Giving Program
BCA Field Staff make Christ known across the length and breadth of our 
country, but they can’t do it alone. Bush Church Aid’s Distance Giving 
Program is your opportunity to walk alongside them.

Through the Distance Giving Program you can support our Field Staff on a 
regular basis. You will share their journey through monthly giving & prayer.

Yes, I would like to partner with our Field Staff through BCA’s Distance 
Giving Program with a monthly donation. 

Ways to give: 
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First Name _____________________________________

Last Name __________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ 	Postcode______________________________

Email_ _______________________________ 	Telephone ____________________________

Supporter number* (if available) _____________________________________________
*Supporter number can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine

Credit Card 

    VISA        MasterCard       American Express

Credit Card Number                                   

Name on Credit Card_________________________________________________________

Expires on____________________________ 	Signature_____________________________

Please process my donation on the ___________________ day of each month.  
 

  $20       $30       $50       $100       Other: ________________________________

BPAY: Biller Code 88203
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found 
on the back of this magazine above your name and address. 

BILLER CODE

88203
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Donation Form
Yes, I would like to help share the Gospel and provide care to reach 
Australia for Christ.
Ways to give: 
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

Enclosed is my gift of $_____________________________to BCA’s ministry 
 

  I would like to donate to General Ministry OR 
   

  I would like a tax deduction  
(A tax-deductible gift can only be directed to a narrow range of ministry areas)

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First Name _____________________________________

Last Name __________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ 	Postcode______________________________

Email_ _______________________________ 	Telephone ____________________________

Supporter number* (if available) _____________________________________________
*Supporter number can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine

I would like to receive:  
 

  The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes 
 

  A money box for my donations  
 

  Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

I would like to give by: 
 

  CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER (Please make payable to Bush Church Aid)
 

  CREDIT CARD         VISA        MasterCard       American Express

Credit Card Number                                     

Name on Credit Card_________________________________________________________

Expires on____________________________ 	Signature_____________________________

BPAY: Biller Code 88203
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found 
on the back of this magazine above your name and address. 

BILLER CODE

88203
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